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By ALICe MOOReS

Alice Moores and her son 
Byron visit the beautiful 
United Church in Mud Lake, 
Labrador.

It was a beautiful Fall day and a perfect one to visit the small town of Mud 
Lake in Central Labrador. I had been to Mud Lake just once before during 
the Winter and I wanted so much to go back for a visit. In September my 

husband and I and our son Byron took the weekend and drove from Red Bay to 
Goose Bay, all so I could go visit Mud Lake and see for myself the beauty of 
this place in the Fall of the year. 

I have to confess that I also had another motivation. every year at our annual 
UCW meeting for Labrador, the women of Mud Lake would tell me all about 

their Fall Fair and the tremendous 
support they received from the 
community and surrounding area 
and I wanted to see this for myself. 

The UCW and the people of the 
Town of Mud Lake come together 
every Fall to raise money to sup-
port the upkeep of their church and 
the money they raise is astounding 
for a population of 60 people. 

→

January 2012 colour.indd   1 12/8/2011   12:33:59 PM



2     the Connector, January 2012

Published by
the Newfoundland and Labrador 
Conference of The United Church 

of Canada

Distributed six times annually as 
an insert in the United Church 

Observer

Alison Piercey, Editor
Mailing Address:  Newfoundland 
and Labrador Conference Office
320 Elizabeth Avenue
St. John’s, NL, A1B 1T9

Phone: 709-722-7991 (H)
Fax: 709-754-8336
E-mail: a.piercey@nl.rogers.com

Please send submissions:

Short articles: 
Approximately 450 words 

Photos:
Close-ups are best
One to three images per article
Digital: 
Jpg - 250 dpi via or e-mail
Print: 
Mail or drop off

Forward comments/suggestions:

Chair:  Rev. Russell Small

Members:  Ms. Gloria Myles, 
Rev. Stephen Barbour,  
Rev. Faith March-MacCuish, 
Ms. Alison Piercey

© the Connector is copyrighted by 
the Newfoundland and Labrador 
Conference.  Please contact the 
office for permission to reprint 

articles.

the Connector Editorial Board

Design:  Alison Piercey 

Contact Information

the Connector

Please include the name(s) of those 
in the photos and a statement 

indicating that permission has been 
granted for publication.  

Supporters of the Mud Lake Fall Fair gather at the 
Community Centre on a beautiful Fall day in September.

Alice Moores, a member of the Red Bay 
Pastoral Charge, is the President of the 

Labrador Region UCW in the West District.

From the start of the day it was 
obvious that everyone was a par-
ticipant and a supporter of this 
special day of events. 

We hitched a ride by boat 
from the Goose Bay side of the 
Churchill River and were trans-
ported to Mud Lake, a place of 
beauty and tranquility. Boats 
floated on the water, tethered to 
docks that were at the end of foot-

paths coming from the church, the 
town hall, the school and homes. 
Large trees loomed above our 
heads as we walked along trails 
wide enough for ATVs, while the 
sounds of birds mingled with the 
rumble of outboard motors as 
boats continued to bring visitors 
to this tranquil place. 

From the moment we arrived 
the place was a buzz of activity. 
Barbeques served up burgers and 
hot dogs, baked items were on dis-
play and ready to be sold, plates 
piled high with cold cuts of meats 
and salads were on the menu for 
later in the day and there were the 
sounds of children’s laughter as 
they played golf and log toss. The 
day concluded with a sale of hand-
made quilts and other beautiful 
craft items all produced by the la-
dies of Mud Lake.

The day was a wonderful expe-
rience and I came away humbled 
by the dedication, the hard work, 
and the willingness of these peo-
ple to work for the betterment of 
their church and community. 

What makes this day so amaz-
ing? There are seven women that 
make up the UCW in the town of 
Mud Lake and they are the ones 
that take the lead role in making 

this Fall Fair a success, not just 
this year but every year. 

each year they raised some-
where around $10,000.00 from 
this one day of activities which is 
mindboggling. But this year they 
far exceeded their own expecta-
tions with a grand total of more 
than $17,000.00. 

That a small town the size of 
Mud Lake can do such tremen-
dous work is a testament to their 
will, their love of church and com-
munity and their faith in God. 

“Well done, good and faithful 
servant.” Matthew 25: 23

For the love of their church

Continued from cover
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From the Newfoundland and Labrador 
Conference Archives

The Conference Archives 
has a wonderful collection 
of photographs and nega-

tives that belonged to Rev. Maxwell 
Dawe. These photos depict church-
es, schools, communities and people 
from all 
a r o u n d 
N e w -
f o u n d -
land and 
Labrador. 
It is as-
s u m e d 
that Rev. 
D a w e 
took the 
photos while serving in the dual 
post of Superintendent of Missions 
and Field Secretary for Christian 
Education of the Newfoundland and 
Labrador Conference of the United 
Church, from 1938 to 1955, after 
which date he continued as Superin-
tendent of Missions only until 1959. 

Rev. Herven Maxwell Dawe was 
born on December 12, 1905 in Cu-
pids, the son of Robert and Julia 
(Smith) Dawe. He received his ear-
ly education in Cupids and taught 
school there for two years before 
beginning his studies for the min-
istry in 1925. He married Iris Win-

dross and they had four 
children: one daugh-
ter, two sons and one 
foster son. Rev. Dawe 
received a Bachelor of 
Arts degree from Mc-

Gill University 
in 1932 and 
a Bachelor of 
Divinity from the United 
Theological College, Mon-
treal two years later. 

Following his ordination 
in 1934, Rev. Dawe served 
as United Church minister 
at the Britannia and Heart’s 
Content Pastoral Charges 

before being appointed Superinten-

dent of Missions. In this position, he 
lived in St. John’s and worked out 
of the United Church office which 

was located at 441 
Water Street.

He served as 
President of New-
foundland and 
Labrador Confer-
ence during 1944-
1945. In 1959, he 
was transferred to 

the Maritime Conference where he 
was appointed Secretary of the Di-
vision of Missions and Maintenance 
and later Superintendent of Home 
Missions, a post he held until his re-
tirement in 1973. 

Rev. Dawe received an Honorary 
degree from Pine Hill Divinity Col-
lege in 1950. He died in 1989 at the 

age of 83.

Do you have more 
information on Rev. 
Dawe? Can you iden-
tify these churches 
visited by Rev. Dawe?  
We would love to hear 
from you.  email us at 
ucarchives@nfld.net.

By LiNDA wHiTE

The Rev. Dr. Maxwell Dawe photograph collection

Linda White, Chair of the Conference 
Records, Archives and History Committee, is 

an archivist at Memorial University’s Archives 
and Special Collections and a member of 

Gower Street United Church.  
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Two Locations:

Here’s a little known fact: 
women were in ministry 
in the United Church as 

early as 1897 when three wom-
en were set apart in Toronto as 
Methodist Deaconesses. 

In 1902, Jean Whitworth was 
sent to Newfoundland & Labra-
dor and by 1910, five Deaconesses 
in St. John’s were serving Gower 
Street, George Street, Cochrane 
Street and Methodist Orphanage. 

The United Church Deacon-
ess Order, created in 1926 with 
a merger of the Presbyterian and 
Methodist Orders, continued to 
engage Deaconesses, both in Can-
ada and abroad. Their work was in 
social ministries, including nurs-
ing and assisting immigrants and 
orphans; in educational ministries 
in schools, presbyteries and con-
gregations; and in evangelism, 
through mission and in remote or 
small pastoral charges. 

But the stories of these women 
are not well documented and not 
told nearly often enough.  As a re-
cipient of the United Church’s Mc-
Geachy Senior Scholarship, I have 
undertaken a research project to 
gather these stories and make them 
known in the church.  I am looking 

for stories, pictures and artifacts 
about these women and would wel-
come your contributions. 

Stella Burry is Newfoundland 
and Labrador’s most noted Dea-
coness and the social justice project 
that bears her name is a testament 

to her creative energy and passion 
for justice.  

Another name that might be fa-
miliar is that of former Moderator, 
Marion Pardy.  

One lesser known story I have 
uncovered is that of Lorraine (Rob-
erts) Mountford. She was born in 

1928 in St. John’s and “grew up [at 
Gower Street where] I did every-
thing possible, from Mission Band, 
CGIT, everything as a girl and 
when I got older, I was the leader.  
I’ve been doing church work all my 
life really,” explains Lorraine. She 
was influenced by Gower Street’s 
Deaconess Frances Lodge (Steele) 
and thought about following in her 
mentor’s footsteps but finances 
didn’t allow that.  Lorraine worked 
in an office but hated it.  

The joy in her life was the vol-
unteer work she did with CGIT 
alongside Women’s Missionary 
Society (wMS) appointed Dea-
conesses Ruth Tillman, who did 
girls’ work in the Conference, 
and Nancy Edwards, assigned to 
Twillingate Presbytery.  

Ruth saw Lorraine’s gifts and, 
with her strong encouragement, in 
the mid 1950s, already in her twen-
ties, Lorraine finished Grade 12 
and applied for admission to the 
United Church Training School in 
Toronto. But her application was 
rejected.  Lorraine explained, “I 
was quite small, barely 4’10”, and 
the women at the Training School 
thought I wasn’t big enough, not 
strong enough to carry on the work, 

Deaconess Lorraine (Roberts)
Mountford in her graduation pic-
ture from United Church Training 
School in 1959.

P i o n e e r s  i n  M i n i s t r y
Honouring the lives of United Church Deaconesses

By CARyN DOUGLAS
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Caryn Douglas is a diaconal minister 
in Winnipeg currently conducting the Deacon-

ess research project through the McGeachy 
Research Program funded through the General 

Council of The United Church of Canada.

so they turned me down.  I knew 
it was ridiculous; I’d been doing 
church work forever.  you can 
imagine when Ruth [Tillman] got 
wind of that; she wasn’t going to let 
it be.  She was determined I would 
go.  They were needing Deaconess-
es then.  Ruth was always trying to 
recruit girls into it.  Here was me, 
wanting to go and Ruth advocated 
for me.”  Lorraine returned to St. 
John’s while a successful appeal of 
her admission was undertaken.  

In the summer of 
1957, just before her 
first year of school, 
and then again for her 
field work between 
first and second year, 
Lorraine was a Cara-
vaner in rural Newfoundland.  “it 
was marvelous work but hard.  
There weren’t the roads we have 
today.  We travelled to the outports 
by boat, walking the hills.  People 
were sure glad to see you.  When we 
arrived in a community, we would 
be responsible for preaching on the 
Sunday and work with the young 
people.  For many of the children, 
that week was the highlight of the 
summer, maybe the whole year.”

Upon graduation in 1959, Lor-
raine was presented with her Dea-
coness pin and designated as a 
Deaconess. “I wasn’t sure what I 
would do. Ruth was my role mod-
el.  She worked for the WMS so I 
went to the WMS too.  I was sent 
to Kingston Presbytery, in [north 

Author’s note:  Over time, the Dea-
coness Order became known as Diaconal 
Ministers.  There are currently six Dia-
conal Ministers in the Newfoundland and 
Labrador Conference.

eastern] Ontario, a three-point pas-
toral charge.  It was isolated, es-
pecially in the winter.  The roads 
weren’t good back then.”  When 
asked what she did, Lorraine was 
succinct.  “I did everything.  I was 
the minister! I just came out of the 
Training School and got right into 
it. I didn’t really have the experi-
ence, but I had been well trained, 
especially in my volunteer work.   
I had a WMS car to get around.  
There were two services each 

week.  Work with the women was 
important but I worked hard to get 
the men coming to church.”

Lorraine’s next appointment was 
to Lakeview United Church, in 
what is now Mississauga, another 
WMS position, working along 
with an ordained minister.  Her 
work was in pastoral care and with 
young people.  It was at Lakeview 
that she met Vincent and in 1963 
they were married.  When Lorraine 
became pregnant with their first 
son, the minister at the church told 
her she would have to resign and 
be dismissed from the Deaconess 
Order.  “It was the way it was.  The 
minister could just tell you what to 
do.  women were definitely treated 
as second class.”

Like so many of the Deacon-
esses who were what was officially 
called disjoined from ministry, she 
kept on working as a well-trained 
volunteer.  She raised her family 
and was an active leader in the con-
gregation, doing pastoral visiting 
and work with the UCW.  When 
her husband retired in 1992, they 
moved to Tillsonburg, Ontario 
where they still reside.

In 2010, Lorraine gifted Gower 
Street United Church with her 

Deaconess pin.  She 
refused to return her 
pin when she was 
disjoined, although 
that was expected by 
the church.  Lorraine 
wanted the pin to rest 

with the community that had nur-
tured her into leadership as a re-
minder of the strong and capable 
Deaconesses in Newfoundland 
and Labrador.

 To contribute to this project, 
please contact caryndouglas@
shaw.ca or phone 204-487-2076.

Smith Stockley Ltd.
264 LeMarchant Rd.
P.O. Box 1387, Stn. C
St. John’s, NL, A1C 5N5

Phone: 579-0073
Toll Free: 1-800-563-5544
Fax: 579-1437
sales@smithstockley.nf.net

www.smithstockley.nf.net

“I am looking for stories, pictures and 
artifacts about these women and would 

welcome your contributions.“
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Tribute – Arnold Bennett

By MARiON PARDy

Person of faith and faith-in-action 
for compassion and justice

“Who owns the oil?”  
As people of faith, 
t h e o l o g i c a l l y, 

“Who owns the oil?”  Picture a 
group of articulate people from di-
verse Anglican, Catholic, Salvation 
Army, United Church, and Jewish, 
Christian, Muslim perspectives sit-
ting at a table discussing this ques-
tion with Arnold Bennett as leader.  
Diversity, indeed!  Finally, our 
diversity found common waters: 
indeed, the oil belongs to ALL of 
us.  Forget the feds for a moment!  
The oil belongs to ALL of us in 
the province of Newfoundland and 
Labrador.  On that, all of us, in the 
Religious Social Action Coalition, 
heartily voiced our agreement.  
And, thus, of course, ALL of us are 
entitled to a fair share of those gen-
erous oil revenues.  

And from there, with Arnold’s 
wisdom, knowledge, insight, pas-
sion for justice and fairness, mo-
tivation and mobilization, 80% of 
those elected in the recent provin-
cial election pledged to work to 
close the gap between the rich and 
the poor in our province.  The num-
bers represent all parties, whom he 
collectively dubbed The Fairness 
Caucus and they have expressed a 
desire to work with us.

Arnold died on October 29, 2011 
and we lost a person who made our 
world a better place for all people. 
Arnold’s faith inspired a passion to 
bring order to the world.  The Torah 
taught him to strive for an ordered 
society and his persuasive per-
sonality taught us how to live out 
this faith.  

I have vivid memory of Arnold 
speaking at one of our Jewish/

The Very Rev. Dr. Marion Pardy, former 
Moderator and retired ministry personnel, 

is one of the Directors on the 
Religious Social Action Coalition.

Christian/Muslim Dialogues.  To 
paraphrase: “Acts of justice are not 
acts of generosity,” he said.  “Acts 
of justice are acts of responsibility.”  
It is our responsibility as people of 
faith, as citizens of the community 
and as human beings of the world 
to act justly – to narrow that gap 
between the rich and the poor in 
our province, country and world – 
indeed, to eliminate poverty. From 
those words four years ago, the 
Religious Social Action Coalition 
was formed.

Wherever Arnold went, people 
remembered him for that wisdom 
and well-articulated passion for 
justice.  Peter Noteboom, Deputy 
General Secretary of the Canadian 
Council of Churches, wrote: “I 
am very sorry to hear of Arnold’s 
death.  He was a great presence at 
the Interfaith Forum on Faith and 
Poverty in Ottawa this past March.”  
At that forum, Arnold amazed and 
inspired delegates from across the 
country and federal representatives 
from each national party with his 
vision, focus and drive.  By the 
end of the conference, he was de-
ferred to frequently and quoted of-
ten as people became excited about 
his insights.  

We, who knew Arnold, grieve and 
our hearts are filled with sadness.  
Those of us who have worked with 
him through the Religious Social 
Action Coalition have lost a col-
league and our driving force.  We 
also have lost a cherished friend.  
The Rev. Faith March-MacCuish, 
Acting Conference executive Sec-
retary, in a letter to Arnold’s family 
wrote:  “His advocacy for closing 
the gap between the rich and the 

poor has been unmatched. We as 
a community of faith have lost a 
great leader.”  We honour his mem-
ory by our stories and words and 
we will honour Arnold’s memory 
by continuing his passionate work 
to bring about a “right” order to our 
society – a fair sharing of our boun-
tiful oil and other resources and an 
elimination of poverty.  

Arnold lived, worked and taught 
in the prophetic tradition of our 
shared scriptures.  The prophet, 
Micah, heard God speak years ago 
and those words boom forth today.

Micah hears God’s distress 
to all of the injustice of Micah’s 
day and, in no uncertain terms, 
the prophet lets the people know 
of God’s anguish.  The cry of the 
people becomes “How, then, shall 
we get right with God?”  And the 
response the prophet hears from 
God: “What does God require of us 
but to do justice, to act kindly and 
to walk humbly with our God?” 
(Micah 6:8)

Arnold has touched countless 
lives and will continue to do so as 
we carry on his legacy of justice, 
compassion and faith-filled service 
to all people.
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Checking In

An interview with recent ordinand Rev. Larry Noseworthy

By STEPHANiE MCCLELLAN

We celebrate with the 
Rev. Larry Nosewor-
thy, who was ordained 

in the Spring of 2011, as we in-
terview Larry on his first five 
months on his settlement charge 
of Bonne Bay Pastoral Charge.    

Q: Larry, what were you 
most looking forward to in your 
first few months as an Ordained 
Minister and has it begun to un-
fold yet?

A:  Moving to a new pastoral 
charge was both exciting and a 
little frightening. After five years 
of supervised ministry, i would fi-
nally be in a fully covenanted re-
lationship with a pastoral charge, 
and would not have to call a pas-
toral charge supervisor when we 
needed to have a meeting on the 
charge. It would be a deepening 
of the trust and an increased level 
of accountability to the members 
of the charge and to the district.

When I discovered that I would 
be coming to the Bonne Bay Pas-
toral Charge, I was excited that I 
would be close to my family and, 
of course, I was looking forward 
to meeting the people and jour-
neying with them. Assuming a 
new pastoral charge and meeting 
the members is always exciting.

Q: What have been the most 
welcoming moments for you and 
your family in your new commu-
nity and family of God?

A: The people here are so 
welcoming. I felt at home right 

from the start. The board has been 
quite attentive to my needs as the 
new minister on the charge, and 
have displayed a great deal of 
trust and confidence in my lead-
ership abilities. It was a sort of 
baptism by fire, well not really 
baptism, but the other side of pas-
toral care. During my first month 
here, I was called upon to minis-
ter to five members in the griev-
ing process. There is something 
deeply spiritual and rewarding 
about walking with a family dur-
ing this aspect of ministry.

My family: wife, oldest grand-
daughter, my mother- and father-
in-law and my daughter and her 
husband have spent time here 
since my arrival, and these visits 
have been wonderful. The hos-
pitality extended to me here has 
been incredible.

Q: How has God surprised 
you as you and your congre-
gations seek and celebrate 
God’s presence?

A: The largest church on the 
charge is located in Shoal Brook. 
On any given Sunday, there are 
approximately 20 worshippers, 
rarely more than 30. On Novem-
ber 8, the Covenanting Service 
for the pastoral charge, the dis-
trict and myself was held in Shoal 
Brook Church which was filled 
almost to capacity. Those pres-
ent included the choir and many 
members from my sponsoring 
congregation, and the service was 
truly moving and inspirational.

I continue 
to be amazed 
at the level of 
trust congregations place in the 
hands of their ministers. I have 
been really pleased that although 
the congregations speak well 
about the previous minister who 
was here for seven years, I do not 
feel that I am walking in her shad-
ow. When I came on the charge, 
I was accepted as the minister 
with all rights, privileges, and re-
sponsibilities the position entails. 
That should probably not be sur-
prising because “God is good all 
of the time; all of the time, God 
is good.”

Larry, thank you for sharing 
your reflections thus far into your 
journey of ministry in a most en-
couraging way for your congrega-
tions. When brothers and sisters 
in Christ are open to the unique 
gifts each person brings to life 
and ministry, we can all breathe 
the newness of life that the Holy 
Spirit offers all of us.

May God bless you and the 
people of the Bonne Bay Pas-
toral Charge as you continue to 
minister together in your church 
and community.

Rev. Stephanie McClellan, ministry 
personnel on the St. Anthony 

Pastoral Charge, is a member of the 
West District Communications Committee.
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Leona Laundry
320 Elizabeth Avenue, St. John’s, NL, A1B 1T9

Phone (709) 754-0372, Toll Free (877) 954-0386
ucbookstore@nfld.net

Upper Room 
Disciplines 2012 

 
A Book of Daily Devotions

The Upper Room Disciplines 
2012 is a celebrated devotional guide. It brings 
together diverse voices to share messages of 
hope, challenge, and joy with its readers as 
they meditate and reflect daily on the word of 
God. The rich meditations, written by read-
ers, theologians, and spiritual guides, weave 
together scripture and life experiences with 
spiritual practices.

$34.80 tax included

Women, Spirituality and 
Transformative Leadership

$14.95 Regular Print, $19.55 Large Print, tax included

Allpricesincludetax

Jesus 24/7: Guide to Spiritual Growth

The latest in the popular Jesus 24/7 series is an 
introduction to Christian spiritual disciplines and daily 
prayer written for the average churchgoer who would 
like to deepen her or his relationship with God.$TBA

What are you reading?

Reviewed by Rev. Ian March-MacCuish - “One of my favourite quotes which is attributed to Francis of 
Assisi is “Preach the Gospel at all times, if necessary, use words.”  In homily preparation, it is necessary 
to use words, but what ones?  The resource Feasting on the Word, edited by Barbara Brown Taylor and 
David Bartlett, provides ample food for thought as to what words can be used most effectively.  This is a 
multi-volume set that follows the Revised Common Lectionary.  For each week, the four scripture readings 
are laid out.  Accompanying each reading are four essays which offer four perspectives: theological, pasto-
ral, exegetical, and homiletical.  In the rush of the digital age, this resource provides a plethora of thought 
that allows preachers to plumb the depths of scripture.  The editors say, “Our aim is to help preachers go 

deeper, not faster, in a world that is in need of saving words.”  Feasting on the Word honours the authority of the biblical text 
and assists preachers to find the words to share about what life in Christ means and why it matters.”

Where Grace 
Meets Power

Feasting on the Word Commentary Series

$23.95 tax incl.

By David Bruce

$34.95 tax incl.

How Did I Get to Be 70 When I’m 35 Inside?

Spiritual director Linda Douty discusses the challenges and 
surprises of aging by talking about how you actually feel, not what 
you’re supposed to feel. She offers a spiritually grounded method 
to adjust to the unexpected as you grow older. There is no one-
size-fits-all here, but a variety of responses to the inner and outer 
transformations of aging and new ways of looking at them. She 
looks at surprises, welcome and unwelcome, concerning self-im-
age, the physical body, relationships  and spiritual life.  Questions 
for reflecting on who you are in this period of your life—or who you 
would like to be—will help you live each day more purposefully 
and joyfully.

By Linda Douty

Feasting on the Word Year B Series now available.

This stole shows the symbols of our faith. 
The tree of knowledge, the circle of whole-
ness, the four colours of the elements of cre-
ation: earth-brown, air-white, fire-orange, and 
water-blue and the crest of the United Church.  
 

$195.00 tax incl.

Stole of Creation
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