
 E • C R •  B

Deadline for Issues:

15th of January
15th of March
15th of May
15th of July

15th of September
15th of November

Walking in the Footsteps of Christ

Recounting a Christian pilgrimage through the Holy Land

Connector
East & West Districts

Newfoundland & Labrador Conference

the

      January 2013, Volume 22, No. 1

Holy Land • UCW • Clergy Retreat • GC42

 
Holy Land Visit ................ 1&3
New Clergy ........................... 2
Clergy Retreat ....................... 4
West Haven Camp ................. 5
Stella’s Circle ........................ 5
GC42 ..................................... 6
Planned Gifts ......................... 6
UCW ..................................... 7
United Church Bookstore ..... 8

Inside this issue:

Long before I could read, the stories of Jesus were etched upon my heart, told to 
me morning after morning as I snuggled down in the bed of my Methodist grand-
mother. Story time with Grandma was always Bible time. Little did I ever dream 

back then that I would some day be granted the privilege of reliving these stories as I 
trekked through the hills and valleys of Israel, sailed upon the Sea of Galilee and walked 
the streets of Jerusalem. 

The oneness of Christian influence around the world made its impact upon us our very 
first morning in Israel.  Awaiting our tour guide, we gathered in the hotel lobby to dis-
cover that we were 18 pilgrims from four continents representing seven different Chris-
tian denominations; some very liberal and others very conservative. That factor, in itself, 
would prove to be a tremendous learning experience. Pentecostals from Australia, Ro-
man Catholics from the Philippines, Orthodox Catholics from Europe, Southern Baptists, 
Presbyterians and Methodists from the United States and United Church folk from New-

foundland … all Walking in the Footsteps of 
Christ with widely varying interpretation of 
Scripture but joined together in the bond of 
Christian love.

Every stop on our travel itinerary was to be 
associated with a Biblical reference, most of 
which being New Testament, relating to Jesus 
and his ministry. 

Sailing on the Sea of Galilee in a Jesus-
era boat was an unforgettable experience en-
hanced by the voices of many people on board 
who spontaneously began singing Amazing 
Grace in a number of different languages. 

By PEGGy JOHNSON

Continued on page 3

Rev. Peggy Johnson (l) conducting a 
Communion Service near the Garden 
Tomb in Jerusalem for her tour group 
along with fellow tour member.

“Tell me the stories of Jesus, write on my heart every word”
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Rev. Gordon Flint and 
Rev. Lynda Goy-Flint, 
both candidates from 

Emmanuel United Church, 
Waterloo Presbytery, were or-

dained in June 2012 from the Hamilton Con-
ference. The journey for Gordon and Lynda 
as they respond- ed to the call to ministry began 
at a time when settlement was the way to begin ordered ministry, and 
so they set out fully aware they were to be settled somewhere. As they 
have a family - son Andrew, aged 13 and daughter Naomi,  aged 11 - 
their only request was that they be placed close enough together to live 
in one household. Beyond that, they would go anywhere. When seeking 
a call became a possibility, they tried that route for a time but ultimately 
opted for settlement, listing Newfoundland as their first choice. They 
found out in early May that they would be settled in the Newfoundland 
and Labrador Conference.  They were settled to adjoining charges - 
Gordon to the Swift Current Pastoral Charge with six congregations and 
Lynda to the Norman’s Cove Pastoral Charge with three congregations.  
The family reside in Arnold’s Cove.
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Introducing our 
Conference’s newest clergy

Mr. Doug Brown retired from a 30-year 
career as a high school teacher in the 
small Ontario town of Chesley in 1998 

and entered the process of becoming a Designated 
Lay Minister (LPM back in those days). During 
his teaching years, Doug was always involved 
with the church, serving on various boards, sing-

ing in the choir, and doing pulpit supply.  Church life was always fa-
miliar to Doug, being a child of the manse.  From 1998 to 2010, he 
served as the minister on the rural two-point charge of Elmwood and 
Crawford.  Doug made another attempt at retirement, this time from 
lay ministry, in 2010.  Still not quite ready to be retired, Doug served 
short-term appointments at Dryden and Lucknow, Ontario and now at 
Grace United in Springdale.  Doug and his wife Marion have been in 
Springdale since August and have enjoyed the warm summer and fall.  
Their love for Newfoundland started back in 2006 when they came for 
a whirlwind two-week vacation.  They vowed that if they ever had the 
chance, they would come back to serve at a United Church somewhere 
in Newfoundland.  So, they’ve ended up in Springdale, blessed to be 
there with the people at Grace United Church.

Mr. Doug Brown

Rev. Lynda Goy-Flint

Rev. Gordon Flint
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Respectfully submitted by Rev. Peggy Johnson 
with eternal gratitude to the MacPherson 

Family Holy Land Visit Fund, administered by 
the Newfoundland & Labrador Conference, 

which made this pilgrimage possible.

Our bus tour would later take us 
to many Galilean places where Jesus 
preached and performed miracles:  the 
Mount of the Beatitudes, the Feed-
ing of the 5,000 hillside, the beach 
site of the overflowing fish nets and 
many others.

A visit to Nazareth, Jesus’ boy-
hood home, was certainly a highlight 
of our pilgrimage. Our tour took us 
to a church built around the remains 
of what is believed to be the house 
of Mary and Joseph where Jesus 
grew up. 

As our bus meandered its way 
along the banks of the Jordan, my 
head kept recounting the many Bibli-
cal stories and Gospel hymns associ-
ated with this sacred river. 

As we approached what is believed 
to be Jesus’ baptismal site on the Jor-
dan, we were informed that over half 
a million people come there each year 
to either be baptized or renew their 
baptismal vows. 

As we were watching the white-
robed figures going in and out of the 
water, you can imagine my surprise 
when our guide, knowing I was a 
minister, asked if I would perform a 
baptism for a member of our group 
who had recently converted to Chris-
tianity. What an intense emotional ex-
perience it was for me as we walked 
together through the Jordan waters 
where our friend chose to be baptized 
by immersion. 

As we later passed by Jericho, 
headed out for Jerusalem, the stories 
of Zaccheus and blind Bartimaeus 
(and of course Joshua, with the tum-
bling walls) took on new life. 

Travelling through the Judean 
Desert, one experiences breathtaking 
views of mountains, cliffs, plateaus, 
deep canyons and, of course, the Dead 
Sea, where, in the nearby caves of 
Qumran, the ancient Dead Sea Scrolls 
were discovered in 1947.

And finally, we have our first sight 
of Jerusalem, with its panoramic view 
from Mount Scopus. Even as I write, I 
am feeling the overwhelming sense of 

awe that engulfed us as we quietly left 
the bus and wandered off on the hill-
side overlooking the city, each seek-
ing a solitary place to pray. 

For the next two days, our tour fo-
cused primarily on the events of Holy 
Week and the Passion of Christ. We 
began at the Mount of Olives and trav-
elled down the Palm Sunday Road to 
the Garden of Gethsemane.   

As we walked the streets into the 
Old City of Jerusalem, the Bible 
came alive. We visited the Western 
Wall, the original retaining wall of 

the destroyed Temple. Better known 
as the Wailing Wall, it is a sacred 
place where, with great solemnity, we 
leaned against the ancient structure, 
raised our hands and prayed, later 
slipping our written prayers, along 
with thousands of others, into the fis-
sures in the wall.

From the Temple Mount, next day, 
we walked the street to the courtyard 
where our Lord was questioned by 
the High Priest then on to the Judg-
ment Hall of Pontius Pilate where 
he was condemned to die. From the 
Judgment Hall, we walked the whole 
length of the Via Delorosa (The Way 
of Grief), the path that Jesus walked 
while carrying his cross on the way 
to Golgotha.

The Church of the Holy Sepulchre 
is now built over the Golgotha site but 
inside we knelt and kissed the stone 

Continued from cover

slab on which it is believed Jesus was 
laid after being taken from the cross. 
What an awesome experience!

The final day of our tour was one of 
many divided emotions. In the morn-
ing our bus took us to Bethlehem, 
the birthplace of Jesus which is now 
in Palestinian Territory, requiring us 
to go through a heavily militarized 
checkpoint.  

It was a very joyful experience to 
walk through the very ornate Church 
of the Nativity and look into the 
stable-cave underneath which is be-
lieved to be Jesus’ birthplace. But it 
was a heart-rending experience to 
walk the nearby hillside of the Shep-
herds’ Fields where 2,000 years ago, 
the angels, announcing the birth of 
Jesus sang, Peace on Earth and where 
today, regrettably, one looks over a 
countryside divided by concrete walls 
and electrified fences. We must con-
tinue to pray for peace!

We ended out tour at the Garden 
Tomb in Jerusalem which many be-
lieve to be the site of Jesus’ burial 
and resurrection. In this very peace-
ful spot, the operators have created 
several secluded worship areas which 
provide those ending their Holy Land 
pilgrimage with the opportunity of 
participating in Holy Communion. 

Along with a Presbyterian Minister 
from Illinois, I had the honour of con-
ducting the Communion Service for 
our tour group; an act which joined 
us in the bond of love as we acknowl-
edged the power of the Risen Christ 
in our lives and renewed our commit-
ment as modern day disciples. 

We parted with Christ’s Commis-
sioning, “Go ye into all the world and 
preach the Gospel.”

Rev. Johnson performs a baptism 
by immersion in the waters of the 
Jordan River.

For the complete version of Rev. Johnson’s 
article, please contact the Connector editor at 
a.piercey@nl.rogers.com.
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Telling Stories of our Faith

Our numbers were low, about 15 of us, but the 
value of the Clergy Retreat is not measured 
by the number of people who show up. 

For me, one of the rewards of the Clergy Retreat is 
that it allows me to rekindle relationships with col-
leagues in ministry; people I have not seen for some 
time and it gives opportunity to form new connec-
tions with colleagues I had not met before. 

The Clergy Retreat invited us to rest if we need-
ed it, to sing, to worship together, to feel cared for.  
Some attending the Retreat visited Rocky Harbour 
for the first time while others visited again the 
beautiful area.

One evening, we were entertained by a local per-
former who sang songs that were familiar to us; songs 
of our province that made us feel at home because of 

our common con-
nections and past. 
Some clergy shared 
their own talents 
singing songs and 
playing guitar.

Our special guest 
was Newfoundland 
and Labrador writ-
er Nellie Strow-
bridge. Nellie’s 
gentle presence 
and quiet speech 
drew the some-
times boisterous 

By SCoTT PARSoNS

clergy into her stories 
and poetry. 

Nellie read from her 
book Newfoundland 
Tongue and led us in 
a game of match the 
meaning to Newfound-
land phrases; phrases 
like that’s the head one 
yet and everything is 
flicker dee fling.  

We listened spell-
bound to Nellie’s turns 
of phrase and travelled 
her storylines to dis-
cover clever revelations, 
humorous descriptions of events and insights into 
the characters in her writing. 

Nellie encouraged each of us to write because she 
believes empathy towards other people and situa-
tions are places to let our minds explore.

On Wednesday morning following a meaningful 
worship including communion, we shared another 
delicious meal before setting out for the drive home. 

The meals, laughter, worship and the time we 
shared reminded me yet again of the blessing it is to 
meet as colleagues and people of story.

Clergy Retreat in beautiful Rocky Harbour 

Rev. Scott Parsons is a United Church chaplain providing 
service to the Health Sciences Centre, the Janeway Children’s 

Hospital and Her Majesty’s Penitentiary in St. John’s.

Guest speaker Newfound-
land author Nellie Strow-
bridge (c) along with 
Conference Personnel Min-
ister Rev. Heather Sandford 
(l) and Rev. Kathy Brett (r) 
from the Central Labrador 
Pastoral Charge.

Nellie Strowbridge 
read from her book 
Newfoundland Tongue 
and led in a game of 
match the phrases.
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West Haven Camp honours Jim Pittman

The West Haven Camp Board of Directors recently held a pot luck dinner to honour founding Board mem-
ber Jim Pittman, who turned 95 in September.  Joining Jim and the Board for dinner were some of Jim’s 
family as well as former Board members.

Fifty years ago, Jim was one of a group of people who had a vision of a United Church camp in western 
Newfoundland that would host camps for youth as well as adults. With the acquisition of property in 1962 in 
Pasadena, the work began to prepare the site and to relocate some former Bowater’s work camp buildings to the 
property. The camp officially opened in June 1964.  

Since the planning stage, Jim has been actively involved in the camp and in the upkeep of the property. 
For many years, he was chair of maintenance for the camp and spent many hours doing work around the site. 
Jim has told many stories about the construction of the camp and still has many fond camping memories. 

Though slowing down in recent years, Jim’s insight and words of 
wisdom have remained an inspiration to the members of the Board 
as he occasionally attends meetings as an Honourary Life Member.                                                                                                                                          
                                                                 Linda Stonehouse, West Haven Camp

Jim Pittman, seated, with long-time present and former Board 
members from left: Marion (Ronnie) Ronalds, Pansy Martin, 
Bruce Bussey, Linda Stonehouse, Winston Janes and Judy May. 
Collectively these people represent more than 200 years of vol-
unteering with West Haven.

Stella Burry (1897-1991) was a Newfoundlander born in Greenspond, Bo-
navista Bay.  She became a deaconess in the United Church and was the founder 
of many of the social programs and agencies still offered by Stella’s Circle (Stel-
la Burry Community Services), a leading social services agency in St. John’s, 
Newfoundland and Labrador.  

Using interviews, photographs and archival footage, this warm and funny doc-
umentary gives an insight into the history and personality of this extraordinary woman.  Recommended for 
the general public, Stella’s Circle: The Legacy of Stella Burry will be of particular interest to social workers, 
historians, and church and community activists.  

www.stellaburry.ca/about-us/mission-history

Stellas Circle - The Legacy of Stella Burry
Watch the documentary online

Linda White, Chair, Records, Archives and 
History Committee, Newfoundland and Labrador Conference
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THE BLESSING OF CHOICE OF GIFT TECHNIQUES - There are many ways you can make your gift to the Church:  
Bequest, Gift Annuity, Gift of Life Insurance, Gifts of Publicly Listed Securities, Endowment Gifts, Charitable Remain-
der Trusts, Gifts of Residual Interest, Cash Gifts and Interest-free Loans.  You can choose the method that is most 

beneficial for you and your family. 

Planned Gifts

Planned Giving, very simply, is planning to make a gift to your Church.  Planned Gifts are 
donated from accumulated resources or assets, as well as from income.  As Christians 

grow in faith so too does the desire to share and to exult in the joy of giving. 

   Clyde Flight, Financial Development Officer
   Newfoundland and Labrador Conference
   38 Ottawa Street, St. John’s, NL, A1A 2Z2 
   Phone 709 722 9935
   cflight@united-church.ca  

By LINDA SToNEHoUSE

For nutrition breaks at General Council 42, we will need 600 muffins and 1,200 cookies each day.  That’s 
350 dozen muffins and 700 dozen cookies! 

Since we’re Newfoundlanders and Labradorians, some of those muffins and cookies will have to be 
replaced with tea biscuits and jam (homemade, of course) and lassy buns.  All snacks will have to be nut free 
and special diets such as gluten free, vegetarian, lactose free and diabetic will have to be accommodated. 

This is just one of the challenges we need your help with as we plan for General Council 42.  So check out 
your favourite recipes and keep your eyes open for recipes that can be used in those special diets. 

More information about how you can get involved will be available in the next edition of the Connector.

Can you bake cookies?

GC42

your help is needed as we plan for General Council 42

Linda Stonehouse is the Co-Chair of the Local 
Arrangements Committee of GC42.

For more information, please contact:
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rative cards were presented to 
these ladies.

Inez Pen-
ney (previ-
ous National 
P r e s i d e n t ) 
explained the 
Fellowship 
of the Least 
Coin and en-
couraged the 
UCW support 

of the crucial international project.

The closing worship conduct-
ed by Rev. Paula Gale included 
Holy Communion with the offer-
ing supporting the Mission and 
Service Fund.

The courtesies and reflections 
were led by District Presidents 
Maisie Johnson (East) and Joan 
Feltham (West).  These two ladies 
wrapped up the event in fine style.

Rev. Stephanie McClellan set up 
a labyrinth for all to use.  The eve-
ning candle walk was marvelous.  
Betty Fox did a great job as techni-

cal support.

The ac-
c o m m o d a -
tions and 
meeting area 
and meals 
were great.  
The organiza-
tion and plan-

ning were superb and the worships 
very meaningful.  

This special event is one that 
will go down in history as the 
absolute greatest.

ture.  If words and thoughts could 
move mountains, Sister Elizabeth 
could reshape 
our world.

Friday eve-
ning’s enter-
tainment was 
the Split Peas,  
a fantastic 
group of tal-
ented women;  
singers, musi-
cians, and comedians.  They had 
the UCW dancing in the aisles.

Bible study was led by Rev. 
Faith March-MacCuish, Confer-
ence Executive Secretary.  She pre-
sented several biblical women in a 
new light giving a different under-
standing of the effect that women’s 
actions make in the world.

The banquet was marvelous and 
the meal was delicious.  Confer-
ence President Rev. Myles Vardy 
and his wife joined the festivities.

Major Marjorie Burton pro-
vided entertainment after the ban-
quet.  She is a 
powerful one 
woman act – 
absolutely hi-
larious.  Alice 
Moores sang 
for Marjorie’s 
p r e p a r a t i o n 
time.  There 
was a great sing-a-long to close 
the evening.

Sunday morning, Golden Girls 
(all with 50 years in UCW) Lavin-
ia Ginn, Allison Temple, Flossie 
Pardy and Meta Brown told their 
interesting stories of early involve-
ment with the UCW.  Commemo-

The United Church Women 
celebrated the 50th An-
niversary in 2012.  From 

the Pacific to the Atlantic, UCW 
groups came together to acknowl-
edge their past, appreciate the 
present and anticipate the future.  
We saw the birth of the UCW in 
1962 with restructuring of existing 
Church Women’s Groups.

Our provincial celebration was 
held in September 2012 at Camp 
Emmanuel in Lewisporte with 
approximately 315 women from 
all over Newfoundland and 
Labrador attending.

The theme Our Tapestry of Love: 
Legacy and Light was reflected in 
the glorious banners from each 
local as they were displayed in 
the opening parade; indeed works 
of art.  The opening worship in-
cluded a reproduction of a historic 
UCW meeting.  Of course, there 
was much singing throughout the 
weekend led by the extraordinarily 
talented UCW women Mary Smith 
and Jocelyn Cook.

Theme speaker Sister Eliza-
beth Davis fueled participants 
with great hope and understand-
ing through her insight and knowl-
edge of the past, present and fu-

UCW 50th anniversary celebration in Newfoundland and Labrador

SUBMITTED By GLoRIA MyLES

Much singing throughout the week-
end led by talented UCW members.

Our Tapestry of Love

Gloria Myles is a member of Fortune United 
Church and a dedicated member of the 

United Church Women.

Planning Committee members 
organized a successful event.

A parade of banners lovingly 
created by all UCW groups. 
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The Canadian religious 
situation is being read 
through the old, tired eyes 

of secularization. Most people con-
tinue to think that religion is winding 
down, as seen in trends characterizing 
Mainline Protestants.

This highly accessible report draws 
on Bibby’s important new book, Be-
yond the Gods & Back, in showing 
religion in Canada is not dying but 
persists in a new environment of reli-
gious polarization. It’s “A New Day” for 
religion.

These daily devotions, for both individual and 
small group study, are written by spiritual direc-
tors and chaplains and are drawn from their work 
on university campuses, at airports, correctional 
facilities, and hospitals, and from their visits 
with people in their own homes. Each devotion 
dives down with the person whose story is cen-

tral to the reflection to seek the depth of their loss, fear, or despair. 
The writer helps find a source of spiritual help and hope, a source that 
helps them rise to the surface and celebrate the joy that Easter prom-
ises. Includes a study guide for small groups
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Leona Laundry
320 Elizabeth Avenue, St. John’s, NL, A1B 1T9

Phone (709) 754-0372, Toll Free (877) 954-0386
ucbookstore@nfld.net

The One Year Praying the Promises of God

Spend this year meditating on the promises of God. In this 
devotional, Cheri Fuller and Jennifer Kennedy Dean invite 
readers to explore God’s promises each and every day and 
encourage them to reflect on how God’s hand is evident if 
only we look for it. Each reading includes a Bible verse from 
that day’s reading in The One year Bible, a devotional, a 
prayer, and a quotation that relates to the promise of the day. 

The Christian Year 
A Guide for Worship and Preaching

The author walks the reader through each season, beginning with 
Advent, followed by Christmas, Epiphany, Ordinary Time in Light 
of Epiphany, Lent, Palm Sunday to Holy Saturday, Easter through 
Pentecost, and Ordinary Time as People of the Resurrection, 
giving sample services with suitable lectionary readings, hymns, 
prayers, and spatial and visual suggestions for each season in 
either traditional or contemporary worship styles.

Robin Knowles Wallace

$117.00 tax incl.

More Voices 
Audio CD

This complete collection of 
songs from More Voices, re-
corded live, is available to be 
heard in MP3 format. Each 
digital audio CD averages 60 
minutes and can be played on 
DVD players, computers, and 
compatible CD players. The 
two CDs will help congregations 
learn the new songs and will be 
beneficial to those who have 
smaller congregations or have 
no choir accompaniment.

Courage 
for 

Hallelujahs

Boxed Cards

Allpricesincludetax

Diving Deeply
Daily Devotions for Lent 2013

$18.95 tax included

Sermon Seeds 
 Year C

Alternative 
Worship 

Resources 
for Lent 

and Easter

Life-affirming resources 
for Lent and Easter. Au-
thors from across Canada 
have contributed a wide 
variety of prayers, medi-
tations, litanies, inter-
generational events, and 
worship services.

Sympathy 
Birthday 
Get Well 

Thinking of You 
and others

$15.40 tax included

$16.50 tax incl.

$13.25 tax included

$6.90 tax included

Inclusive Reflections 
for Preaching from the 
United Church of Christ

Written in expansive, inclusive language, char-
acteristic of the United Church of Christ, and draw-
ing on the finest biblical scholarship, Sermon Seeds 
provides reflections on selected texts for every Sun-
day all in one volume. New and seasoned preachers 
will gain inspiration and valuable insight through 
this collection of thoughtful biblical interpretations.   

Edited by Betty Lynn Schwab

A New Day

The Resilience & Restructuring 
of Religion in Canada

Reginald W. 
Bibby

12 Cards and Envelopes

$16.40 tax included

January 2013.indd   8 12/6/2012   1:13:14 PM


