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What's so special about a Moderator's Visit? 
There was a buzz in the air, the prepara-
tions had all been done and the announce-

ment was made -- AC Flight 694 has 
landed! And the Moderator of The 
United Church of Canada had ar-
rived in Newfoundland & Labrador.

What's so special about a Modera-
tor's Visit? It's the honour of hosting 
our spiritual leader here in our very 
own home.  

It's the pride seen in each person 
as they shared their ministry in their 
part of God's wonderful creation 
with their Moderator. It's the love of 
having an opportunity to share our 
culture with someone who is genu-
inely appreciative of the experience.  
And it's the inspiration and hope 
found in the worship and words as a 
gathered people.

The Moderator began his time with us on Friday, 
October 17, and literally hit the ground running. 

There were many invitations from the Conference 
to host the Moderator and while we were unable to 

accommodate all invitations, we sure did visit many 
parts of the Conference.

The visit began with breakfast at Bridges to Hope 
to hear about their ministries, the 
challenges and the future vision 
of an outreach that one day hopes 
it doesn't need to exist. Bridges to 
Hope of course is one of our United 
Church's incorporated ministries 
which is committed to reducing the 
effects of poverty on individuals and 
families in our community. 

Their programs: food pantry, bag-
to-school initiative, home smart 
classes, Christmas hampers, and 
passion for school projects, all work 
to help reduce the effects of poverty 
for many individuals and families.

The Moderator then went to visit 
Stella's Circle, another of our incor-

porated ministries that offers a range of residential, 
community and correction-based counselling services 
to support people through life's challenges. 

Their services help people to achieve higher levels 
of personal independence and self reliance. Stella's 

Continued inside

And so the journey begins! 
Executive Secretary and Moder-
ator tour the Newfoundland and 
Labrador Conference.

By reV. FAITH MArCH-MACCUISH, CONFereNCe exeCUTIVe SeCreTAry

 Moderator's Visit
The Right Rev. Dr. Gary Paterson tours the Newfoundland 

and Labrador Conference with Executive Secretary
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Modera to r  I n t rodu ces  42 nd Gene ra l  Coun c i l
"The Logo for the 42nd General Council says pretty clearly that we’re meeting in Newfoundland 

& Labrador but let your imagination play with the symbols – think of:

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Gary Paterson, 41st Moderator

Stella's Circle Inclusion Choir with the 
Moderator.

Circle believes that, with the neces-
sary supports, people can flourish. 

And you only have to experience 
the Hungry Heart Cafe, where we 
had lunch, or listen to Stella's Cir-
cle Inclusion Choir, made up of 
clients and staff to see the tremen-
dous impact Stella's Circle has on 
the lives of many. Our Modera-
tor not only 
sang with 
the Inclusion 
Choir, he was 
also given an 
opportunity 
to teach them two new songs. 

We then made our way to 
VOWr -- Voice of Wesley radio 
-- the only United Church radio 
station in Canada! VOWr cele-
brated 90 years of service in 2014. 
The amazing part of their ministry 
is that it has been 90 years of be-
ing run by volunteers. The Mod-
erator, after his tour of the station, 
recorded a message for the church 
in the Newfoundland and Labra-
dor Conference.

The Moderator then left VOWr 
and went to the St. John's Con-
ference Office and met with the 
Bi-Centennial Committee who 
is planning a wonderful week-
end of celebrating Methodism in 
the Newfoundland and Labrador 
Conference in the St. John's and 
area churches. 

S a t u r d a y 
and Sunday 
it was off to 
Gander for the 
rural Minis-

try Consulta-
tion to spend time with represen-
tatives from 38 pastoral charges, 
where there was honest conversa-
tion about our current realities and 
some brainstorming about new and 
innovative models of ministry. 

The Moderator spoke of his 
experiences of the church across 
the country, which have common 
themes experienced in our Con-
ference. The Models of Ministry 
time ended with the Moderator 
preaching at the closing worship 

→

God’s circle of love that holds us;
of the currents and waves that carry us forward, 

through storm and in calm;
and of the fish, Jesus Christ, who is in our midst, 

who is on the move,
and who invites us to put down our nets 

into the deep,
to fish on the other side;

to follow him… even when it means stepping out 
of the boat!"
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at Fraser road United Church 
in Gander.

Then it was off to the New-
town-Lumsden Pastoral Charge, 
to have dinner at Barbour House 
and a worship service with 
the Moderator. 

The church was donned with 
homemade quilts, as a way of cel-
ebrating the church, the common 
thread that holds us to the center. 
Following the service, the Moder-
ator was gifted with a quilt. A visit 
to Newtown-Lumsden would not 
be complete without having the 
Moderator walk on the beautiful 
sandy beach of Lumsden.

Monday was an exciting time 
with the clergy at their retreat at Max 
Simms Camp in Bishop's Falls. The 
Moderator led a workshop on faith-
ful leadership in 
changing times. 
He also became 
an honourary 
Newfoundland-
er along with 
rev. Alan Hall 
and rev. Gneid 
Walsh.

Clergy and 
members of the 
Northern Arm 
Pastoral Charge shared in a com-
munion service with the Mod-
erator as guest preacher. After the 

service, the Moderator was given 
a test on some cultural language. 
He was certainly a good sport and 
actually only got four wrong. And 
then there came a knock on the 
door and some mummers arrived 
at the church hall. A good time 
was had by all.

After a short time of rest, we 
were at the airport and on the 

way to the red 
Bay Pastoral 
Charge, Labrador. 

The Moderator 
shared in a wor-
ship service as the 
guest preacher in 
Forteau, where 
members of the 
red Bay Pastoral 
Charge gathered 
for inspiration and, 

of course, a lunch. 

Thursday was a day of histori-
cal significance as we visited the 

red Bay UNeSCO site and had a 
personal tour, history lesson and 
then lunch with the people of red 
Bay before leaving for the airport 
once again. 

you know you are in the North 
when the Provincial Airlines staff 
person (Ken) calls your cell phone 
to let you know that if you are not 
at the airport in 15 minutes, you 
will miss your flight! 

Luck-
ily, the 
M o d -
e r a t o r 
t u r n e d 
a w a y 
from the 
s p e e d -
omet re 
and Ken 
m a d e 
sure we 
m a d e 
the flight, which just got us into 
St. John's in time for a gathering 
planned by Topsail, Gower Street, 
St. James and Cochrane Street 
United Churches. 

It was a night of musical in-
spiration with each congrega-
tion's various choirs sharing the 
word through song. (And there 
were also a few local folk songs 
shared as well.) The Moderator 
spoke of the hope for the church 

The Moderator was present-
ed with a beautiful quilt from 
the Newtown-Lumsden Pasto-
ral Charge.

Peaceful moment 
for the Moderator on 
Lumsden Beach.

Past President Wayne Black-
wood, President Paula Gale, 
President-Elect Brian Col-
bourne with the Moderator.

Moderator 's  Vis it

→

www.cauls.ca
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Two Locations:

Moderator visiting the Bridg-
es to Hope food pantry with 
Conference President Paula 
Gale, Pantry Coordinator 
Colin Malone and Faith 
March-MacCuish.

A visit to the Red Bay Pastoral 
Charge. (l-r) Phyllis Roberts, 
Loretta Hancock, Byron Moores, 
Moderator and Alice Moores.

Moderator 's  Vis it
and the importance of holding on 
to the thread, in the face of 
changing times.

Friday morning the Modera-
tor had breakfast with the east 
District Chaplaincy Committee 
where the committee shared their 
experience with recent cutbacks 
and the painful situation in which 
we find ourselves with having 
lost the MUN Chaplaincy and 
the east District Chaplaincy hav-
ing to be reduced in 2015 to 3/4 
time each. 

The Moderator shared that 
things are not predicted to get 
better with funding for grants as 
more cuts are expected in 2016. 

He also shared some mod-
els that are being used in oth-
er parts of the church that are 
not dependent 
on Mission and 
Service grants 
in the hope that 
may be some 
models might 
resonate with 
our Conference 
as a possibility 
for future chap-
laincy models.

Then it was off to Catalina-
Little Catalina to have a potluck 
supper with the pastoral charge 
and then worship led by rev. 

Bruce rideout with the Moderator 
as guest preacher. Catalina-Little 
Catalina celebrated their 100 an-
niversary throughout 2014 with 
a celebration each month and, of 
course, the Mod-
erator's Visit was 
a highlight for 
the year.

Saturday, on 
the way up from 
Bonavista, the 
Moderator had 
lunch with rev. 
rideout and we 
shared birthday 
cake with rev. 
rideout's partner 
Sheleigh, as it was 
her birthday and she was happy to 
have shared her birthday cake with 
the Moderator. 

Saturday eve-
ning, there was a 
celebratory turkey 
dinner banquet 
with the Clarke's 
Beach Pastoral 
Charge celebrat-
ing 140 years 
of the church 
building. 

The congrega-
tion is older than the church build-
ing, but they are unaware of ex-
actly what year the congregation 
itself began. 

The evening ended with a wor-
ship service with the Moderator as 
guest preacher. 

That ended the formal visit of 
the Moderator to the Newfound-

land and Labra-
dor Conference. 
We then arrived 
late at night in St. 
John's for a nap 
before heading to 
the airport at 5 am 
on Sunday morn-
ing so the Mod-
erator could then 
begin another 
work week on 
Monday morning.

Our Moderator has been de-
scribed as a very approachable 
person, sincere, faithful, inspira-
tional and pastoral. 

He has been admired for his 
use of poetry and being able to in-
spire people through his preach-
ing. He brings excitement for the 
church in changing times and pro-
vides hope for a church that will 
continue to live faithfully into 
the future, albeit different, but 
faithful nonetheless. 

And that is what is special about 
a Moderator's Visit!

Smith Stockley Ltd.
264 LeMarchant Rd.
P.O. Box 1387, Stn. C
St. John’s, NL, A1C 5N5

Phone: 579-0073
Toll Free: 1-800-563-5544

Fax: 579-1437
sales@smithstockley.nf.net

www.smithstockley.nf.net
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Gary Paterson, 
who shared his 
own thoughts 
on the future 
of ministry in 
the church.  

As we 
closed, we 
wove together 
our new min-
istry ideas by 
writing them 
on strips of 
cloth and in-
corporating them into a banner.

Finally, we were reminded that 
members of the Models of Minis-
try Task Group would be willing 

to consult with and 
offer assistance to 
pastoral charges 
who felt they need-
ed help or encour-

agement in seeing their new min-
istry realized.  

May we feel the hand of 
God upon us as we seek to cre-
ate vibrant and engaging min-
istries within our churches and 
wider communities. 

From October 17-19, the 
Models of Ministry Task 
Group of Newfoundland 

and Labra-
dor Confer-
ence hosted a 
symposium in 
Gander.

The focus 
was on cel-
ebrating and 
encouraging 
new models 
of ministry, 
with empha-

sis given to the rural congrega-
tional experience.

Presentations and workshops 
designed to stimulate new ways of 
engaging and understanding min-
istry were shared with those gath-
ered for the weekend.

The symposium began with a re-
assurance that despite the changes 
and challenges congregations face 

these 
days, 
G o d 
i s 
s t i l l 
w i t h 
u s , 
offer-
i n g 
shel -

ter even as God encourages us 
through the Spirit to reach beyond 
the walls of our buildings.

The people gathered at Gander, 
representing 38 pastoral charges 
within the Conference, were then 
encouraged to list and celebrate 
the variety of ministries they were 
already engaged in.

We then envisioned what min-
istry might look like if there was 
no longer a church building in 
our community.  

Finally, we were 
asked to imagine a 
new ministry that we 
would like to see in 
our community, and 
we were encouraged 
to bring that ministry 
back to our Board or 
Council to work on 
implementing it.  

Interspersed with 
the group discus-
sions, there were 
workshops on utiliz-
ing technology, sharing resources, 
amalgamation and other imagin-
ing to further new ministry goals.  

We were also blessed with stim-
ulating worship, helpful resources 
from our bookstore, and a visit 
from our Moderator, the rt. rev. 

Rural Ministry Consultation
A weekend event  explor ing Models  for  M inistr y

by Rev.  Don St i les

Moderator  Gary 
Paterson speaks 
to participants.

The Moderator adding 
his piece of cloth woven 
into the banner of minis-
try models.

P r e s e n t e r 
Don Stiles.

C o n s u l t a t i o n 
p a r t i c i p a n t s :  
William Matchem, 
Heather Sandford, 
Beatrice Wheaton 
and Lillian Thorne.
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Moderator and rev. Hall, it was 
unforgettable! 

There was 
a lot of laugh-
ter and seeing 
the Modera-
tor donning a 
sou'wester is a 
sight like none 
other (especial-

ly as I donned my own).  

As my first clergy retreat, I can say 
that I felt the Spirit moving in all of 
our wonderful leaders here in New-
foundland and Labrador Conference.

I was humbled to see so much 
imagination and energy, as well 
as an openness to share struggle 
and heartache. 

This is what we're here for: to love 
God and 
love one 
another. 
I felt that 
in little 
and big 
ways at 
this re-
t r e a t . 
And, let's 
face it, 
seeing the Moderator screeched in 
was something that brought us alto-
gether and with a lot of laughter. 

Thanks be to God for this experi-
ence. It was awesome.

The Moderator, a great story-
teller, brought a 
lot of energy and 
passion to our 
retreat. It was a 
blessing to get to 
share it with him. 

On our first day, 
we participated in 
a workshop hosted 
by rev. Alan Hall on the New Com-
pensation Model and One Order. 

We were then in-
vited  to hear the 
Moderator preach at 
Point Leamington. A 
service full of music, 
movement and soul. 

The next day, the 
Moderator present-
ed on our journeys 

as ministers; both as people and 
in our pastoral charges. It was a 
great way to share our present and 
future goals. 

Another highlight of the retreat 
was watching the Moderator be-

come an "honourary 
Newfoundlander". 

Being that I was 
getting screeched 
in alongside the 

• 85 KeNMOUNT rOAD • ST JOHN’S, NL • A1B 3N7    
 •  Phone: (709) 726-6990  •  Fax: (709) 726-4003

Toll Free 1.888.241.2647
 •  e-mail: hickmanmotors.stjohns@gm.ca

www.hickmanmotors.stjohns.gm.ca

Fortune 
United 
Stepping 
out into the 
community Blessings in Christ! My name 

is rev. Gneid Walsh of 
Hillview Pastoral Charge. I 

am new to Newfoundland and Lab-
rador Conference and so it is my 
pleasure to report on the exciting 
events of my first Clergy retreat.

This year our retreat was held at 
Max Simms Camp located just out-
side of Bishop's Falls. The camp is 
set in the woods by the edge of a 
beautiful inlet full of rushing water 
and surrounded by 
huge rocks. 

Many clergy took 
advantage of this set-
ting and the wonder-
ful weather hiking 
on the rocks, wan-
dering through the 
woods and relaxing 
by the water. 

A highlight of the retreat was 
not only getting quality time 
with one another but also with 
our Moderator, the right rev. 
Gary Paterson. 

Larry Noseworthy 
entertaining fellow 
clergy. 

By reV. GNeID WALSH, HILLVIeW PASTOrAL CHArGe

Joan Brinston and Denine 
Morgan.

A large gathering in 
attendance at the 
clergy retreat held 
in Bishop's Falls. 

Gneid Walsh, Moderator Paterson 
and Alan Hall wearing traditional 
sou'westers.

C l e r g y  Re t r e at

Safety Training Our Priority
www.safetytrainingnl.ca

James Pike, Owner/Operator

Inc. 

P.O. Box 149
105 Conception Bay Hwy.

Holyrood, NL, A0A 2R0

Tel: (709) 229-1918
Cell: (709) 763-7867
jim@safetytrainingnl.ca

authorized distributor for

January 2015.indd   6 12/4/2014   11:26:01 AM



     the Connector, January 2015     7

The orientation event for new 
clergy was great. There was 
a lot of fun and laughter just 

at the joy of making new connec-
tions and having a space to learn 
from colleagues who are also new 
to this Conference.

Apart from the kind of usual top-
ics you sometimes get during these 
kinds of retreats; talking about 
avoiding burn out in ministry, time 
management, administration, I 
personally liked two sessions that 
spoke to me in a fresh way.

The first was a session on un-
derstanding the culture and dy-
namics of people of Newfound-
land and Labrador.

The open sharing among all 
colleagues involved in minis-
try in this part of the world was 
very helpful.

Another session entitled role 
Negotiation Model was also 
very helpful.

It identified that every relation-
ship goes through four predictable 
stages. That includes a relationship 
with your congregation. These are: 

 • role Clarity: At this stage, you 
gather information and develop 
expectations with your congre-

gation.  Clarify your vision and 
what God wants you to do in 
that congregation. This would 
be like the courtship period.

 • Commitment: This is like the en-
gagement period. A stage when 
you commit yourself to pursue a 
certain vision and direction for 
your ministry once you are clear 
about your role and expectations 
of the membership.

 • Productivity and Stability: 
Much like the honeymoon stage, 
this stage you may experience a 
pinch which may lead to ...

 • Disruption of expectations: At 
this stage, opportunity exists to 
make for the better. you may 
experience high anxiety lev-
els and feelings of instability 
but you may also grow into an-
other dimension.

A thriving partnership between Chevron Canada and Stella’s Circle was recognized at the 12th International 
education Business Partnership Conference in Brussels, Belgium, September 12-14. 

Deborah Glassman and Gail Thornhill of Stella’s Circle accepted the Global Best Award in the category of 
Partnerships Which Build Learning Communities, North America region.

"It was a great honour to have Stella's Circle partnership recognized as one of the most outstanding ex-
amples of corporate/non-profit partnerships in North America," said Gail Thornhill. 

Stella's Circle, an incorporated ministry of The United Church of Canada, provides life-changing services 
and programs to disadvantaged adults in St. John’s. Here is the link to the story:

www.chevron.ca/news/news-releases/2014/11/04/chevron-canada-s-partnership-with-stella-s-circle-wins-international-award

Stella's Circle's partnership with 
Chevron Canada wins international award

New Clergy Orientation
By REV. DR. JAPHET NDHLOVu, EPWORTH PASTORAL CHARgE

Newest clergy to the Newfound-
land and Labrador Conference 
gathered for an event of learning 
and fun. 

Gardner Coombs
Winsor   Coombs
C h a r t e r e d  A c c o u n t a n t s

59A Lemarchant Rd.
St. John’s, NL
A1C 2G9
T: 709.753.3283
F: 709.753.0707

g c @ g a r d n e r c o o m b s . c a

Proud to be working with the 
Newfoundland and Labrador 
Conference for over 25 years
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Leona Laundry
320 Elizabeth Avenue, St. John’s, NL, A1B 1T9

Phone (709) 754-0372, Toll Free (877) 954-0386
ucbookstore@nfld.net

L o n g i n g  f o r  H o m e :

  Diverse United Church contributors reflect 
on scripture related to the theme of displace-
ment or uprootedness. They examine topics 
including poverty, ecology, food sovereignty, 
migration, the occupied Palestinian territo-
ries, and right relations between Aboriginal 
and non-Aboriginal people. (Study guide included) $13.60 tax included

Daily Reflections For Lent

Overflowing with creative ideas to draw 
the community together for fun, food, fel-
lowship and worship, this resource book 
contains 15 themed program outlines.

Also available: Messy Church 2,
 Messy Crafts and Messy Cooks.

Reviving the 
Congregation: 

Pastoral Leadership in 
a Changing Context

Resurrecting Easter

Johann 
Christoph 

Arnold

Why 
Forgive?

Pastoral leadership 
has always been chal-
lenging, but clergy and 
parish leaders today face 
unprecedented chal-
lenges, many of which 
simply didn't exist a gen-
eration ago. The author 
offers an introduction to 
the new context in which 
we lead, and the person-
al and congregational 
strategies that will offer a 
way forward.

This quick read might not 
be noteworthy were it not 
for its profound and always 
timely subject matter. Ar-
nold, a pastor and author, 
tells story after story of 
people who have forgiven 
despite unfathomable per-
sonal tragedy and a venge-
ful cultural climate.

Too many Christians have forgotten the 
Easter season. We celebrate the resur-
rection of Jesus on one day and then 
return to Ordinary Time. But Christ ap-
peared over and over again for 40 days in 
resurrected form. This book offers short 
daily readings to help us sustain the Eas-
ter season.

$24.95 tax included

by Kate Moorehead

Meditations for the Great 50 Days

$20.90 tax incl.

Messy Church

This quick-to-read resource is structured in bite-
sized sections covering the essentials of starting a 
Messy Church. It includes checklists, milestones, 
questions to ask a Messy Church you're visiting, 
and "things we wish we'd known."

Starting Your Messy Church

$12.55 tax included

$16.95 tax incl.

by Michael W. Foss

$20.55 tax included
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