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H ow many of you are like me and love 
the beginning and ending of the news. 
The beginning because that is when you 

hear the real headline stories, and at the end of 
the broadcast is where you get to see who in our 
province are celebrating milestone birthdays and 
anniversaries; maybe neighbours, maybe fam-
ily, maybe people we knew from years ago, who 
only come to mind in fleeting memories. 

On October 17-18, 2015, a wonderful mile-
stone anniversary was celebrated at Fraser Road 

United Church, Gander; the 100th anniversary of 
the Canadian Girls in Training, known here until 
1949 as the Newfoundland Girls in Training.

One hundred and forty-one former CGIT/
NGIT members and a few guests (who wished 
they had been members) gathered and remi-
nisced and celebrated time spent as members of 
the CGIT/NGIT. 

All participants were welcomed into the 
church hall as a video commemorating the 75th 
anniversary played on the screen. 

A large gathering of 141 members, leaders and guests celebrate an amazing 100 years of CGIT/NGIT; 
one of Canada's oldest all-girls' organization.

By Rev. kAThy BReTT, GANdeR pAsTORAl ChARGe

 LIFE WITH A PURPOSE
CGIT/NGIT celebrates 100 years

→
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It was heart-warming to see familiar faces and hear voices from the 
past. shirley Andrews even mentioned in the video about celebrating 

100 years, which she did.

There was some nostalgic feelings of remembering those who were 
no longer with us and maybe more 
than a tad-bit of laughter as we 
gazed on hairstyles and fashions 
of 1990.

It was truly amazing to see how 
well CGIT members, on the video 
and otherwise, had aged. 

The saturday afternoon includ-
ed singing of CGIT camp songs 
and hymns lead by Marion davis. 

A time of sharing memories of 
field trips and camping stories, 
meetings, vesper services, of old 
friends and dedicated and resourceful leaders. pictures and various 
memorabilia were on display, which were catalysts for even further 
sharing. 

The storytelling and laughter never seemed to stop. Members of the 
former east district CGIT Committee re-enacted a past meeting. 

It was lamented that there are no active groups in our Conference 
at this time. Marion pardy did share that there are several still active 
in the country and a new group had just begun out west. so you never 
know!

A banquet on saturday evening was highlighted by an address by 
louise Bradley. louise was a member of CGIT at Gower street United 
Church and is now president and CeO of the Mental health Commis-
sion of Canada. her care, concern and work with people with mental 
health issues were very evident and we don’t dismiss that the values she 
lives by were influenced by her time in CGIT. 
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Marion Davis provided musical 
direction to participants at the 
100th anniversary celebrations.

G u e s t 
speaker 
L o u i s e 
B r a d -
ley.
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238 Torbay Road, P.O. Box 1776
St. John’s, Newfoundland, A1C 5P9

Tel: (709) 722-1532
Fax: (709) 722-6612

www.steersinsurance.com 

Members of NGIT. Prior to 1949, mem-
bers of CGIT in Newfoundland and 
Labrador were known as Newfound-
land Girls in Training.

www.cauls.ca

Photo credits: Rev. Kathy Brett and Ms. Debra Sparks-Mercer.
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Also during the evening, the 

NGIT members present were pre-
sented with special 100th anniver-
sary pins and the evening closed 
with more spirited singing and en-
tertaining skits. 

during sunday worship, CGIT/
NGIT members donned their 
CGIT colours, many in their 'Mid-
dies' and attended worship.

Much of the worship was led by 
the CGIT members, with the torch 
front and centre.

The very Rev. dr. Marion pardy 
preached at the service forgoing 
her clergy garb for her CGIT co-
lours as well.

“Today I’m CGIT,” she stated. 
her sermon, Life with a Purpose, 
really highlighted the influence of 
CGIT on her life and faith journey 

as well as how the values of CGIT 
have influenced our society.

Following worship, the torch 
was carried outside. The high 
winds blew it out several times 
upon exiting the church, however, 
once the torch relay began around 
the circle of the parking lot, it did 
not extinguish until after it was 
completed. 

The women gathered in a circle to Hold High the Torch; a 
CGIT tradition.

Sunday morning worship held at Fraser 
Road United Church, Gander.

Following lunch, participants 
travelled home reaffirmed that 
they were a part of something that 
accomplished a purpose of friend-
ship, fellowship and the joy of 
memories. 

Thanks and blessings to all who 
planned the event. To Marguerite 
Mehaney and Marion pardy for 
the initial vision and to all who 
worked tirelessly to help make the 
weekend a success. 

January 2016.indd   3 12/6/2015   11:45:18 AM



4     the Connector, January 2016

328 Hamilton Ave. 
St. John’s, NL, A1E 1J9 
(709) 579-6007 

73 Commonwealth Ave.
Mt. Pearl, NL, A1N 1W7
(709) 364-1937 

Fax:  (709) 579-3106 
E-mail: info@barretts.nf.net 

www.barretts.ca

Two Locations:

Faith March-MacCuish, Gneid 
Walsh and Joan Brinston.

Guest presenter 
Susan Neinaber.

only future pos-
sible.

she shared 
how 40 percent 
of her 60 congre-
gations are in fact 
growing, with re-
newed energy, 
with a sense of 
purpose and faith 

that they will continue to be rel-
evant, and increasingly relevant, 
in the lives of their communities.

she shared about a congrega-
tion that had gone from 12 mem-
bers and $35 in the bank to 35 in 
regular attendance at worship and 
financial security. 

she also shared about other con-
gregations who, despite doubts and 
fears, opened up to what God was 
calling them to do, and in so doing, 

Newfoundland and labra-
dor Conference hosted a 
couple of very interesting 

and helpful events in November 
– the Clergy Retreat and the Fall 
learning event.

T h e s e 
were oppor-
tunities for 
clergy and 
lay lead-
ers to come 
together in 
fellowship 
and faith, 
to learn and 
grow togeth-
er.

B o t h 
events were facilitated by Rev. 
susan Neinaber, denominational 

executive with the 
United Methodist 
Church in Minne-
sota, and church 
consultant, who 
offered workshops 
on Renewal, Resis-
tance, Resilience 
and Revitaliza-
tion: the Four Rs 
of Ministry in a New World.

Using vivid stories from her 
own life, ministry and consulting 
experience, scripture and many 
opportunities for participants to of-
fer their own stories, susan helped 
us to understand where the church 
currently finds itself, where it might 
go, and how it might get there.

Of course we hear lots of talk 
about the church in decline, but 

susan of-
fered a 
d i ffe ren t 
m e s s a g e 
– yes, 
there are 
parts of 
the church 
that are in 
d e c l i n e , 
but this 
isn’t the 

Smith Stockley Ltd.
264 LeMarchant Rd.
P.O. Box 1387, Stn. C
St. John’s, NL, A1C 5N5

Phone: 579-0073
Toll Free: 1-800-563-5544

Fax: 579-1437
sales@smithstockley.nf.net

www.smithstockley.nf.net

Renewal, Resistance, Resilience and Revitilization
Fall  Learning Event  and Clergy Retreat  explore  the 'Four  Rs  of  M inistr y  in  a  New World '

by Rev.  Lynda Goy-Fl int ,  Norman's  Cove Pastoral  Charge

Participants at the Fall Learning Event held at Memorial 
United Church in Clarenville.

Browsing 
the books 
and gifts 
from the 
United 
Church 
Book-
store.

→
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8. humbly admit mistakes - It is 
important to own our mistakes, 
not to beat ourselves with them, 
but through honesty and authen-
ticity, to be able to lead effectively.

9. Always be grateful - Not only 
for the success of our faith com-
munities, but in all our lives, a 
daily discipline of counting our 
blessings is essential to spiritual, 
physical and mental health!

These two events were very rich 
opportunities to hear about the 
renewal that comes from a closer 
and deeper connection with the 
God who has blessed us with so 
much, and calls on us, out of that 
richness to share what we have 
with all those we encounter. 

Many thanks to Conference staff 
for offering these gatherings and 
for susan Neinaber for giving us so 
much to ponder, use and share.

served their communities, their 
members and the wider church.

she offered biblical illustrations 
including 2 kings 4 (The shunam-
mite Woman and elisha) about the 
unexpected blessings that come 
from creating extra room for the 
holy One.

her approach to revitalization is 
straightforward:

1. start with prayer - Asking to 
align our congregation (and our-
selves) with God, asking for God 
to provide guidance, purpose and 
direction.

2. Believe - have the confidence 
that God 
is and will 
be at work. 
This means 
that we 
need to be 
willing to 
su r r ende r 
c o n t r o l , 
and the out-
come, and 
trust that 

Fall Learning Event 
and Clergy Retreat
A weekend event  str y

by Re

The annual Clergy Retreat held in Bishop's Falls -- an 
opportunity for learning and fellowship.

Susan was made 
an Honourary New-
foundlander. 

Grant Stuckless, Scott Parsons 
and William Matchem.

while we 
don’t have 
the answers, 
God does.

3. look for 
miracles - 
Focus on 
the positive 
because, as 
susan says, 
w h a t e v e r 
you focus on 
will expand 
whether it’s negative or positive.

4. Tell the stories of the miracles 
we have experienced - Of prayers 
answered, in the often surprising 
ways they are answered. The more 
we share, the more open we can be, 
witnessing and offering inspiration 
and hope, the more we and others 
will come to believe in God’s pow-
er, purpose and love in our lives as 
congregations and individuals.

5. have a clear sense of mission 
- What am I called by God to do? 
This includes looking at our faith 
communities and focussing not on 
needs and deficits, but our assets, 
individually and collectively.

6. Be willing to colour outside the 
lines - Take risks! set goals that are 
a stretch, but are achievable, and 
build on the achievement of them.

7. Be fearless - There will need 
to be tough decisions made, but 
by relying on God to show us our 
part, we can manage the anxiety 
that comes of change.

Photo credits: Rev. Wayne Blackwood and  
Mr. David Anthony.
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Fortune 
United 
Stepping 
out into the 
community

Safety Training Our Priority
www.safetytrainingnl.ca

James Pike, Owner/Operator

Inc. 

P.O. Box 149
105 Conception Bay Hwy.

Holyrood, NL, A0A 2R0

Tel: (709) 229-1918
Cell: (709) 763-7867
jim@safetytrainingnl.ca
authorized distributor for

Four clergy persons – Rev. 
Christopher Mazhandu, 
Rev. simbarashe Mazhara, 

Rev. dr. simon Muwowo and Rev. 
Jocelyn Cook gathered with Rev. 
heather sandford (Conference 
personnel Minister) at st. Cath-
erine’s Renewal Centre in Grand 
Falls-Windsor on september 21, 
2015 for orientation to Newfound-
land and labrador Conference as 
new clergy. 

We were greeted warmly by the 
sisters of that centre 
and served a delicious 
supper.

After supper, we 
had a time of checking 
in and sharing our journey mile-
stones thus far. We participated in 
a beautiful opening worship and 
felt greatly in the spirit’s presence.

It was a wonderful beginning of 
getting down to business and en-
joying the company of new broth-
ers and sisters in Christ.

On september 22, we were 
joined by Rev. Rachel Robin-
son for the sessions that day. We 
looked at the Conference Mission 
statement and heather showed us 
the set up of the districts and Con-
ference.

later in the morning, heather 
informed us of the policies around 

administrative duties of Congre-
gations and clergy. It was found to 
be very helpful for us “newbies”, 
especially the ensuing discussion 
on burial experiences. We broke 
for a delicious lunch and a short 
“policy digestion” time.

That afternoon, Rev. Roger 
Janes joined us with some ex-
tremely valuable information re-
garding expectations and role ne-
gotiation with pastoral Charges.

each of us expressed examples 
of ‘pinches’  and how we had dealt 
(or not) with them. Roger shared 
a role negotiation model which, I 
am sure, we will each be given an 
opportunity to use.

The last topic which we ex-
plored was “living Well with 
stress”. This proved also to be a 
great topic for discussion.

That evening, we shared a deli-
cious meal!

The orientation concluded in 
the morning of september 23 
with one more session presented 
by heather about “Creating Bal-
ance in your life”. This also will 

be a challenge for each of us but, 
as adults, we know the extreme 
importance of it.

The event concluded with evalu-
ations, closing worship and shared 
communion. The liturgy was very 
touching with an appropriate clos-
ing to send us each in our different 
directions: 

Look at your hands, see the 
touch and the tenderness 
God’s own for the world.

Look at your feet, see 
the path and the direc-

tion 
God’s own for the world.

Look at your heart, 
see the fire and the love 

God’s own for the world.
This is God’s world  
We will serve in it.

(Wee Worship Book, Wild Goose Resource 
Group)

On behalf of Christopher, sim-
ba, simon, Rachel and myself, I 
would like to express our gratitude 
to the Newfoundland and labra-
dor Conference for providing us 
this opportunity and showing us 
this loving touch.

Thanks to heather and Roger 
for their wisdom and, most of all, 
thanks be to God for the call to this 
wonderful vocation.

New Clergy Orientation
By REv. JOCELyN COOk, CORNER BROOk: HUMBER UNITEd PASTORAL CHARGE

"Most of all, thanks be to God for the call to 
this wonderful vocation." ~ Rev. Jocelyn Cook
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Message from Sadie's Angels: A special thank you to our newest group of Angels - the United Church 
Women in Humber, Newfoundland for all of their hard work in making 18 beautiful blankets in 2014 just in 
time for Christmas. Thank you and God bless you from all of us at Sadie's Angels.

Blankets Full of  Prayers

Newest clergy to the Newfound-
land and Labrador Conference 
gathered for an event of learning 
and fun. 

w c c p a . c a

P r o u d  t o  b e  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e 
N e w f o u n d l a n d  a n d  L a b r a d o r 
C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  o v e r  2 5  y e a r s

On sunday, september 20, an  
evening service was held by Rev.  
Newell and Rev. Wilson Gonese, 
Chair of West district, delivered a 
message with Rev. Wright as guest 
speaker.

After the service, refreshments 
and fellowship was enjoyed by all 
in the church hall.

Club of pasadena, with guest 
speaker Rev. Andrew Wright, 
former Minister of the pasadena 
pastoral Charge. 

Greetings were brought by 
Mayor Otto Goulding on behalf 
of the Town of pasadena. en-
tertainment for the evening was 
provided by Mr. Bill Bonnell & 
music by several senior members 
of the congregation.

Humber valley United 
Church celebrated its 60th 
anniversary of worship-

ping in the community of pasa-
dena which was conducted by 
Rev. dr. Tony Newell on 
september 19 and 20, 2015.

The theme of the celebration 
was Past, Present and Future.

The celebration started with 
a dinner catered by the seniors' 

60th Anniversary for Humber Valley United, Pasadena

The humber United Church Women have joyfully contributed to a project called Sadie's Angels. This proj-
ect is the knitting of small blankets for critically ill infants. Sadie's Angels' blankets bring comfort to children 
and their families while they spend time at Children's hospital los Angeles. The 26 blankets made in 2015 by 
humber UCW were dedicated by their minister Rev. Jocelyn Cook before being sent to California.

~ Submitted by Ms. Pat Goulding, Humber UCW

~ Submitted by Ms. Doreen Wall
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Leona Laundry
320 Elizabeth Avenue, St. John’s, NL, A1B 1T9

Phone (709) 754-0372, Toll Free (877) 954-0386
ucbookstore@nfld.net

  A wide selection of 
beautiful gifts and 
church supplies.

 Contact Leona to 
hear all about these 
beautiful items.

A practical and foundational resource for clergy and 
worship leaders of all kinds. It addresses a need, as 
our communities become increasingly diverse, of 
how we can offer worship that is authentic and en-
gaging for all of God’s people, including longtime 
church members. The authors offer an empathetic, 
step-by-step approach, providing readers with knowl-
edge, skills and strategies to successfully introduce 
inclusive, multicultural worship in any setting.

The Christian Year: 
A Guide to Worship 

and Preaching

The  
Science 
of Sig-
nificant 
Ministry 
by Charles 

Stone

Brain Savvy Leaders 

 In The Christian Year, 
Robin Wallace presents 
creative ideas for nam-
ing God, preaching, wor-
ship, arts and singing 
for each Sunday and 
special days of the Re-
vised Common Lection-
ary. The author walks 
the reader through each 
season, giving sample 
services with suitable 
lectionary readings, 
hymns, prayers, etc.

Brain science comple-
ments and reinforces 
Christian teaching on life 
and leadership; Brain Sav-
vy Leaders equips readers 
to use that science as a 
tool for improvement for life 
and for the church. $32.00

$19.95 tax included

$29.50 tax incl.

Worship Together in your Church as in Heaven 
(by Josh Davis/Nikki Lerner)

drawing on a vast library of prayers, calls to 
worship, litanies, benedictions, sermons, mu-
sic, projection images, and other elements of 
worship, Worship in a Flash provides every-
thing needed to plan worship for special days 
throughout the year, all on one UsB flash drive.

Worship in a Flash for Special Days

$45.00 tax included

by Robin Knowles Wallace

B e a u t i f u l  G i f t s
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