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That afternoon it was off to Robert's Arm for their 
50th anniversary celebrations of their church. The 
Moderator was guest preacher and was warmed by 

the welcome and the music 
ministry of the congregation. 
The night ended with a drive 
to Deer Lake for a restful few 
hours and then we were off 
again to the Big Land.

We landed in Goose Bay and 
were greeted by Rev. Adekunle 
Adeniyi, members of the Cen-
tral Labrador Pastoral Charge 
and Wendy Kean, Chaplain, 
Canadian Forces Base 5 Wing 
Goose Bay. It was a wonderful 
welcome in true Labrador style. 

The visit began with a tour of 
the Base. We had a coffee and 

treat reception and then met the Base Commander 
who gave us some of the history. We met the staff at 
the family resource centre and had a briefing on the 
indigenous peoples of Labrador. 

Continued inside

By Rev. FAITh MARCh-MACCuIsh, ConFeRenCe exeCuTIve seCReTARy

 M o d e r a t o r ' s  V i s i t
The Right Rev. Jordan Cantwell tours the Newfoundland 

and Labrador Conference with Executive Secretary

When a Moderator visits a Conference as part 
of their Moderator's duties, it is always, al-
ways an honour and a privilege.

We were blessed once again 
in 2017 to have our Mod-
erator, the Right Rev. Jordan 
Cantwell, visit our newfound-
land and Labrador Conference 
from october 11-18.

We had many invitations to 
host our Moderator and we are 
happy to say that we were able 
to accommodate all of them. 

our trip began with a wel-
come team of Wilson Gonese, 
Kathy Brett, heather sandford 
and I greeting the Moderator at 
midnight at the Gander Airport 
and making our way to the Max simms Camp for our 
annual Clergy Retreat. With just a few hours of sleep, 
the Moderator led the clergy in a two-hour spiritual 
practice which was soothing to the soul.

Moderator exploring the rocky shores and 
white sands of Cape Island, Bonavista North.
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Moderator 's  Vis it
once the visit was completed, 

we had lunch on the Base with the 
Ministerial from Goose Bay.

There were representatives from 
all denominations: united, Angli-
can, Roman Catholic, Pentecostal, 
evangelical, Moravian, Menno-
nite and the Base Chaplain.

The spirit of cooperation 
amongst the denominations is 
something to behold. There are 
many ministries that they support 
together and when asked about the 
spirit of cooperation, the answer 
was simple, “We are isolated and 
we need each other. There is no 
other way to be than to be work-
ing together.” Indeed a message 
for all of us in the body of Christ, 
“We need each other and there is 
no other way than to be working 
together.”

A f t e r 
lunch we 
boarded an 
open boat for 
a ride to Mud 
Lake, thanks 
to Christine 
Chaulk.

on the boat ride into the com-
munity, the Moderator saw her 
first moose in the wild. 

At Mud Lake, we went imme-
diately to the church where peo-
ple were gathered for a worship 
service in which the Moderator 
preached.

The little beautiful church in 
Mud Lake was cold as the pow-
er was still disconnected from 
the flood that occurred in the 
community.

There are members of the com-
munity still not back in their homes 
and are unsure of when they will 
be able to return.

T h e 
members of 
the congre-
gation were 
able to share 
feelings of 
frustration 
and hurt 
they experi-
enced with 
the flood-
ing of their 
community. 

There is also a fear amongst the 
people of Mud Lake that this will 
happen again to the community. 
The people shared how frightening 
it was in the middle of the night 
in the dark to have to get into the 
bucket of a helicopter and be air-
lifted out to Goose Bay.

We were invited to have tea after 
the church service and more con-
versation at Marion Broomfield's 
home. The hospitality was won-
derful and the conversation was 
hard and honest.

The people of Mud Lake called 
on the church to be present for 
them and for other communities 
who experience such tragedies. 
Thank you to the people of Mud 

→

Ret i r ement

Thank you to Cletus 
Parsons for his more than 35 
years of dedicated service at 
Conference Office. Many of 
you may know Cletus from 
his prior work at Coughlan 
College Residence. We wish 
Cletus and Rita much happi-
ness in their retirement.

Those attending worship with 
the Moderator at Mud Lake Unit-
ed Church.

Beautiful United 
Church in Mud 
Lake, Labrador.

Boat ride to Mud 
Lake, Labrador.
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Lake for inviting us into such an 
intimate conversation.  

We took the boat back to Goose 
Bay and headed to sheshatshiu 
where we were invited into Innu 
elder and activist elizabeth Pe-
nashue’s tent.

eliza-
b e t h ’ s 
g r a n d -
daugh -
ter was 
partici-
p a t i n g 
in the 
21k run 
for ALs 
as a way 
to hon-
our her 
g r a n d -
f a t h e r 

who died from the disease and to 
raise funds and awareness. eliza-
beth’s tent was the site where the 
run would end.

In the tent, we were treated 
to wonderful hospitality where 
we had soup, bread, jam and tea. 
The Moderator was able to speak 
to elizabeth about The united 
Church of Canada’s work and 
commitment to Right Relations. 
elizabeth shared how important it 
was to continue that work and to 

share together towards reconcilia-
tion.

We then made our way to north 
West River where people were 
gathered at the united Church to 
have a worship service with the 
Moderator. The Moderator again 
preached at this service. 

When the service was over, we 
had a tour of the church's thrift 
store and heard the stories of their 
outreach through the thrift store.  

We were also then treated to 
a tour of the local museum that 
tells the history of the community 
through interactive dioramas. 

The next morning started with a 
wonderful welcome at the united 
Church in Goose Bay for break-
fast. Following this, we went to 
the sanctuary and shared in a wor-
ship service in which the Modera-
tor was again the guest preacher.

Following the service, there 
was a question and answer peri-
od. Members of the congregation 
posed questions to the Moderator 
such as "It cost a lot of money to 
have the Moderator be here with 
us. Was the stewardship of financ-
es worth your coming to be with 
us?" "In the new model, will the 
Pastoral Charges be further dis-
connected from the church?" and 
"Will small Pastoral Charges like 
ours have a voice?" The question 
and answer period was very inter-
active and thought provoking.

no trip to Goose Bay would be 
complete without a visit to Ruth’s 
Craft store. Then it was off to the 
airport and back to the island.

We arrived in Deer Lake and be-
gan the drive back to Gander.  In 
Gander, the Moderator was guest 

p r e a c h e r 
at the Fall 
L e a r n i n g 
event with 
the theme 
of steward-
ship.

To have 
some down 
time after 
the full few 
days, we 
took a drive 

Tent belonging to Innu 
Elder and activist Eliz-
abeth Penashue in 
Sheshatshui, Labrador.

Worshippers at North West 
River United Church in 
Labrador.

→

Moderator 's  Vis it

Moderator receiv-
ing gift at the 
breakfast at Goose 
Bay United Church.
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and voWR where the Moderator 
recorded a message for the church 
in newfoundland and Labrador. 
That message of hope will be  
played at easter.

T h a n k 
you to 
C o n f e r -
e n c e 
President 
Rev. Bill 
Bartlett for hosting the Moderator 
in the st. John’s part of her visit 
as I had to attend meetings in on-
tario. They did some touring about 
and went to the Men’s Club dinner 
at st. James united Church.

We bid the Moderator farewell 
as she then headed to saskatoon, 
where she would begin another 
Conference visit. It was an honour 
and a privilege to have the Mod-
erator visit our Conference and 
experience our part of God’s vine-
yard and get to know who we are 
as part of this wonderful united 
Church of Canada. But her time 
with us is not finished, as we will 
have our Moderator back with us 
for our Conference spring Meet-
ing being held in Carbonear, June 
1-3, 2018. A blessing indeed!

Thank you to all the people, 
places and ministries who hosted 
our Moderator. your kindness, 
hospitality and your love for the 
ministry you do shone brightly.

their stories about what they have 
known about our indigenous peo-
ples and there was a sense that our 
work around reconciliation is just 
begun here in this province and 
Conference for many of us. 

We then went 
to the spirit 
Garden at the 

site and offered our prayers. The 
time there ended with a walk on 
the trail to the statue of shawna-
dithit and the archaeological site 
of the Beothuk encampment. The 
time spent at Boyd’s Cove was sa-
cred and spirit filled. After leaving 
Boyd’s Cove, we  made a side trip 
so the Moderator could have a tour 
of Loon Bay Camp. It was on the 
road then to st. John’s for the final 
part of the Moderator’s visit.

The Moderator was able to visit 
with some of our Incorporated 
and outreach Ministries: stella’s 
Circle, Cochrane Centre, Jimmy 
Pratt Memorial outreach Centre 

w c c p a . c a

P r o u d  t o  b e  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e 
N e w f o u n d l a n d  a n d  L a b r a d o r 
C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  o v e r  2 5  y e a r s

84 LeMarchant Road, St. John’s
Piperstock Hill, Torbay

P.O. Box 2117, St. John’s, NL  A1C 5R6
PHONE 753-6845 office@cauls.ca

Moderator sharing 
her experiences of 
her gatherings with 
indigenous commu-
nities throughout 
Canada.

Sculpture of last known Beothuk 
Shawnadithit by artist Gerald 
Squires at the Beothuk Interpre-
tation Centre in Boyd's Cove, NL.

Moderator 's  Vis it
to Cape Island and walked the 
white sandy beach, smelled the 
salt air, did a little clean up of the 
beach and ended the day with sup-
per in Wesleyville.

Monday morning saw us on the 
road to Boyd’s Cove Beothuk In-
terpretation Centre where a group 
of people from the Pastoral Charg-
es in the area gathered to have a 
presentation by the staff on the 
history of the Beothuk people.

Desmond Canning, an inter-
preter at the Centre, gave a pre-
sentation about his family, the 
Inuit people of Labrador. he 
also drummed for us and sang 
a traditional song in the 
Inuktutut language. 

We sat in a circle and heard sto-
ries from the Moderator of her vis-
its over the past three years with 
indigenous communities and the 
work of the church on Right Re-
lations and our church's commit-
ment to adopt the united nations' 

Declara -
tion on 
the Rights 
of  In-
digenous 
Peoples. 

People 
a r o u n d 
the circle 
s h a r e d 
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it is everything we think, say and 
do after we say yes to God. It’s 
how we spend our time; it’s how 
we care for our body; it’s our pri-
orities around money; it’s how we 
choose to employ our talents and 
gifts; it’s how we manage our rela-
tionships; it’s how we care for the 
environment and it’s how we prac-
tice our faith.

stewardship starts individually 
but is also ex-
pressed through 
our congrega-
tional giving 
priorities and 
through our 
contributions to 
Mission and ser-
vice.

From the 
book Not Your 
Parents Offer-
ing Plate by JC 
Christopher we learned that the top 
3 reasons people give are 1) belief 
in the mission 2) regard for staff 
leadership and 3) viability of the 
institution. 

In the context of our congrega-
tional givings, we learned the im-
portance of explaining our financ-
es through our ministries. nothing 
is more important than telling the 
stories of what we are trying to ac-
complish in order for our congre-
gation members to understand and 
believe in our mission. 

I n v i t i n g 
our congrega-
tion members 
to contribute 
through face-
to-face meet-
ings, group 
meetings and a 
leadership let-
ter is also crit-
ical. Finally, 
giving timely, 
personal and a 
sincere thank 
you when peo-
ple give of their time, talent and 
treasures are all critical pieces to 

ensure that your 
congregational 
giving program 
is working ef-
fectively.

A real strength 
of the workshop 
was the vast 
variety of par-
ticipants. They 
brought an im-
mense wealth 
of experience, 
knowledge and 

enthusiasm. some were well along 
on their congregational giving pro-
gram and enthusiastically shared 
their experiences and results to 
those who are only just getting 
started. 

We all left with a much better ap-
preciation of what we needed to do 
and the inspiration and optimism to 
get started on the task.

newfoundland and Labra-
dor  Conference lay mem-
bers and clergy met over 

a weekend in Gander for the Fall 
Learning event. The topic was 
The Art of Stewardship: Generos-

ity, Giving & 
Gratitude.  

The work-
shop start-
ed with us 
b r e a k i n g 
bread togeth-
er on Friday 
evening. our 
host Fraser 
Road united 

did a superb job of keeping us fed 
with delicious home cooked meals.

We had sessions with the unit-
ed Church's David Armour, su-
san Graham Walker and Roger 
Janes. These presentations were 
all interactive with much discus-
sion as we dug down into what 
stewardship really means and how 
we might apply it within our own 
congregations.

so what is stewardship? We 
learned that stewardship is an art, 

• 85 KenMounT RoAD • sT John’s, nL • A1B 3n7    
 •  Phone: (709) 726-6990  •  Fax: (709) 726-4003

Toll Free 1.888.241.2647
 •  e-mail: hickmanmotors.stjohns@gm.ca

www.hickmanmotors.stjohns.gm.ca

99 Airport Road, P.O. Box 1776
St. John’s, Newfoundland, A1C 5P9

Tel: (709) 722-1532
Fax: (709) 722-6612

www.steersinsurance.com 

The Art of Stewardship

Host minister 
Kathy Brett with 
Moderator  Jordan 
Cantwell.

Presenter Roger 
Janes, Stewardship 
& Gifts Officer.

Sunday closing service at Fraser Road 
United where all were blessed to hear 
the Moderator’s faith stories.

Fa l l  Le a r n i n g  Eve nt  o f  G e n e ro s i t y,  G i v i n g  &  G rat i t u d e 

by Tim Reynolds

~ Submitted by Tim Reynolds, Lay Del-
egate, St. John's Cochrane Street United.Delegates participated in stewardship 

sessions.  
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Safety Training Our Priority
www.safetytrainingnl.ca

James Pike, Owner/Operator

Inc. 

P.O. Box 149
105 Conception Bay Hwy.

Holyrood, NL, A0A 2R0

Tel: (709) 229-1918
Cell: (709) 763-7867
jim@safetytrainingnl.ca

authorized distributor for

glor i fy 
G o d 
and be 
true to 
our self.  
equally 
i m p o r -
tant in 
spiritual 
leader-
ship is encouraging others to dis-

cern and use their gifts.  

We were challenged to re-
flect on What if we have the 
church backwards and stew-
ardship is not about how 
much we give as it is about 
how we use what we keep. We 
looked at requirements for 
spiritual leadership in rapidly 
changing times and Calvin 
reminded us that leadership 
was a sense of being chosen 
by God, empowered by the 

holy spirit and belief that God has 
a purpose for us at this specific time. 

our time with the Moderator 
was an opportunity to experience a 
deepening in our relationship with 
God through contemplation. she 
candidly shared the valuable les-
sons she has learned about humility 
and realizing her value had nothing 
to do with her accomplishments but 
was rooted in being a beloved child 
of God. It was a breath of fresh air 
to hear her say even her best efforts 

was the priority. What sweet words 
to hear! 

To my surprise and delight, one 
of the greatest gifts of the weekend 
was having the value of failure af-
firmed as part of the experience of 
transformation. It began with our 
theme the spirituality of leadership.  

Rev. Calvin Ginn, using John 
Maxwell’s Team Leadership Train-
ing, led us into discussions about the 

spirituality of leadership by remind-
ing us that leadership is about using 
our God-given abilities to influence 
and encourage those around us and 
to help meet the spiritual needs of 
the time. 

It was refreshing to have a posi-
tive spin put on the subject of fail-
ure. Choosing to look at it more as an 
opportunity to learn and be used as a 
launching pad into action. As spiri-
tual leaders, it is essential to have 
vision; to discern what our God-
given gifts are and how can we best 

As I travelled over the high-
way for the journey to 
Central newfoundland and 

Max simms Camp, I was swal-
lowed up in the tapestry of God’s 
handiwork and marvelled at the gift 
of creation and the gift of retreat 
that would soon begin. The mere 
thought of retreat brought with it 
the promise of rest and relaxation, 
a gift of time and space to pause 
and reflect on ministry, and 
the blessings of spending time 
with colleagues.

The topic, the spirituality 
of Leadership, intrigued me 
as I wondered what wisdom 
would be found during our 
sessions. Added to the pack-
age was the opportunity to 
practice spiritual practices 
with our Moderator, the Right 
Rev. Jordan Cantwell.  

The retreat began with the usual 
settling in, a fine meal and the excite-
ment of seeing colleagues again. As 
is always the case at clergy retreats, 
we were reminded that this is our re-

treat and 
we are 
free to 
do what 
we need 
to do to 
be re-
freshed . 
self-care 

Calvin Ginn led discus-
sions about the spiritu-
ality of leadership.

By Rev. LInDA PIKe, CoLey's PoInT GRACe unITeD PAsToRAL ChARGe

Linda Pike presenting 
appreciation gift to 
the Moderator.

The gathering of colleagues at the clergy 
retreat held in Bishop's Falls.

C l e r g y  Re t r e at

→
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Smith Stockley Ltd.
264 LeMarchant Rd.
P.O. Box 1387, Stn. C
St. John’s, NL, A1C 5N5

Phone: 579-0073
Toll Free: 1-800-563-5544
Fax: 579-1437
sales@smithstockley.nf.net

www.smithstockley.nf.net

328 Hamilton Ave. 
St. John’s, NL, A1E 1J9 
(709) 579-6007 

73 Commonwealth Ave.
Mt. Pearl, NL, A1N 1W7
(709) 364-1937 

Fax:  (709) 579-3106 
E-mail: info@barretts.nf.net 

www.barretts.ca

Two Locations:

Centennial united Church, 
Roberts Arm celebrated 
its 50th anniversary on oc-

tober 12, 2017 coinciding with 
the visit of The united Church 
of Canada's Moderator, the Right 
Rev. Jordan Cantwell. she was ac-
companied by the newfoundland 
and Labrador Conference execu-
tive secretary, Rev. Faith March-
MacCuish.

The cornerstone of Centennial 
united Church was laid on sep-
tember 3, 1967. Rev. Dr. Arthur 
s. Butt, superintendent of home 

M i s s i o n s , 
presided over 

the ceremonies accompanied by 
the minister in charge, Mr. ed-
gar Williams. The cornerstone 

was laid in 
C a n a d a ’ s 
Cen tenn ia l 
year, hence 
the name of 
our church, 
Centennia l 
united. The 
church was 
o f f i c i a l l y 

opened on sunday, June 2, 1968.

The celebrations began with an 
anniversary dinner. The Modera-
tor was presented with gifts to re-
member her visit to our church on 
this happy occasion. 

This was followed with the an-
niversary worship service led by 

Mr. William Matchem, past min-
ister of Centennial united. Rev. 
Faith March-MacCuish introduced 
the Moderator who brought a very 
inspiring message to those present.

Lloyd Colbourne gave a brief 
history of the 50 years the church 
has been ministering to the con-
gregation and the 35-year history 
of the united Church manse. 

We were indeed fortunate 
that our Moderator was able to 
spend time with our congrega-
tion and members from the other 
two points: Beaumont-Lushes 
Bight and south Brook. Thank 
you Moderator and Rev. Faith 
for making our celebration such a 
great success.

cannot keep her grounded and by allowing failure to happen in our lives can lead to the greatest transformation. 
once again we were hearing about the gift of failure and how it allows us to be open to God working in our lives.

The Moderator led us in several contemplative spiritual practices for which the primary goal is seeking the 
presence of God. Being an introvert, this was pure gold! We began with Lectio Divina; a slow, contemplative 
praying of the scriptures. next we experienced a prayer walk to help us notice our surroundings, and finally we 
participated in the practice of sending loving kindness. This practice invited us to intentionally send loving kind-
ness towards persons or situations beginning with someone we love deeply, then people we have neutral feelings 
towards, next, persons or situations that are difficult and finally, holding our self in the center of loving kindness. 
our time with the Moderator was refreshing and inspiring.

overall, the setting, the speakers, the food and the company made for a wonderful clergy retreat and I encourage 
colleagues in ministry to plan to attend regularly.

A p p r e c i a -
tion gifts pre-
sented to the 
visiting Mod-
erator, Jordan 
Cantwell.

Ce leb ra t i ng  Pas t  &  P resen t
Centennial United Church, Robert's Arm 

celebrate 50th anniversary

The cake was cut 
by Evelyn Warr and 
Willow Paddock.
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Leona Laundry
320 Elizabeth Avenue, St. John’s, NL, A1B 1T9

Phone (709) 754-0372, Toll Free (877) 954-0386
ucbookstore@nfld.net

By Kenneth H. Carter Jr. ~ This 
thematic Bible study calls individuals 
and small groups to a deeper life 
of prayer during Lent. It guides 
readers to spiritual transformation 
and application of Bible study to 
everyday experience.

Near the Cross: 
A Lenten 

Journey of Prayer

Children’s Dramas for the Church Year

This resource consists of simple 
Easter dramas that can be performed 
by children of all ages. Younger 
children can participate in rhymes 
and recitations that require little or 
no speaking, while older children 
will enjoy the speaking and narration 
parts. Short poems are also included.

By Thomas G. Bandy

Worship Ways: For The People With Your Reach

In this Lenten devotional, a variety of members and friends of the church 
told us about their personal faith journeys. We are excited to share their 
candid, thoughtful reflections. What does it mean to follow Jesus, remain 
faithful, and choose hope, especially during times of uncertainty and 
doubt? Study guide included.

W h y  I  B e l i e v e :  D a i l y  D e v o t i o n s  o n 
Fa i t h  &  D i s c i p l e s h i p

Reproducible Dramas For 
Lent, Easter, and Pentecost

$13.95 tax incl.

This book explains why people worship and guides leaders to design relevant 
worship services that address people's sense of urgency. The decline of 
worship attendance in all denominations is reshaping the quest for relevance. 
People will only participate in worship if it really matters to the fundamental 
issues that they face.~ $29.95 tax included

Pray i n g  i n  t h e 
M e s s i n e s s  o f  L I fe

Douty encourages us to break 
out of our routine prayers and 
discover new ways and places 
to pray. For individual or group 
study; includes reflection 
questions and a group guide 
(options for a 5- or 9-week 
study or a prayer retreat). 
                         ~ $21.95 tax incl.

by Linda Douty

2 0 1 8  U n i t e d  C h u r c h  L e n t e n  R e s o u r c e

$14.90 tax incl.

7  Ways  To 

R e n e w  Yo u r 

R e l at i o n s h i p 

Wi t h  G o d
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