
 E • C R •  B

Deadline for Issues:

15th of March
15th of May
15th of July

15th of September
15th of November
15th of January

Filled with the Spirit

Moderator Mardi Tindal visits the 
Newfoundland and Labrador Conference

Connector
East & West Districts

Newfoundland & Labrador Conference

the

  March 2012, Volume 21, No. 2

Moderator • Appreciation • Executive Secretary Appointment

Moderator’s Visit ...............1-3
Clergy Appreciation ...........4-5
Humber Valley UC ................ 5
Clergy Retreat ....................... 6
Exec. Sec. Appointment ........ 7
United Church Bookstore ..... 8

Inside this issue:

photo courtesy of Rev. Russell Small

By fAitH MARCH-MACCUiSH

Mardi Tindal, 40th Moderator of The 
United Church of Canada, concludes 
her tour of Conferences with a visit 
to Newfoundland and Labrador.

if i could come up with an expression to describe the Moderator’s Visit it 
would be Spirit Filled.  United Church Moderator Mardi tindal concluded 
her Conference Visits in her triennium with a visit to the Newfoundland 

and Labrador Conference from October 30 - November 4, 2011. 

the week began with a drive to Salmonier Line where the Moderator joined 
the East District fall Meeting at Burry Heights Camp and Retreat Center.  the 
Moderator took part in a panel discussion with Rev. Bill Bartlett, Ms. Jocelyn 
Cook, and Mr. Dylan Matthews, led by Dr. Roy West.  the discussion was 
on the meaning of ministry and the theme for the fall Meeting was We Have
This Ministry.  

Each participant talked about the 
meaning of ministry for them and 
answered some questions from the 
facilitator.  Dr. West then opened 
the discussion to questions from 
the floor.  The panel was a great 
way to have a deeper conversation 
about ministry.  

After the panel discussion, the 
Moderator planted a tree to com-
memorate her visit to Burry Heights.  

→
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Mardi was then the guest 
preacher at the closing worship for 
the East District Meeting. After 
the close of the East District Meet-
ing, there was time for conversa-
tion with people who attended 
the meeting. 

On Monday, October 31, 
the Moderator had a visit with 
Rev. Bill Mercer and the volun-
teers at VOWR radio station in 
St. John’s.  the Moderator spent 
time getting to know the history 
of the radio station and then took 
part in an interview about her visit 
and her time as Moderator of the 
United Church of Canada.  

from there, she was given a tour 
of Stella Burry Community Ser-
vices and learned about the won-
derful work that they do.

Mardi was also treated to lunch 
at the Hungry Heart Café.  A spe-
cial thank you to Roy and Pat West 
who were the Moderator’s hosts 
for that afternoon.

Wednesday, November 1 and it 
was on to Bay Roberts.  the Mod-
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Mardi tours the album col-
lection at VOWR located at 
Wesley United Church.

erator was treated to a lunch with 
the Pastoral Charges from trinity 
and Conception Bays; hosted by 
the Bay Roberts Pastoral Charge.  

the Moderator then hosted an 
afternoon of discussions about 
Remits 6A, 6B, and 6C. these 
Remits, coming before General 
Council 2012, are about adding 
the faith Statement of 1940, the 
New Creed and the Song of faith 
to the Basis of Union.  the discus-
sion took us to a deep conversa-
tion about our faith and can be de-
scribed as a sacred time. 

We were then “on the road 
again”.  that evening, the Mod-
erator arrived at the annual Clergy 
Retreat held at the terra Nova 
Golf Resort.  the Moderator was 
part of the worship experience and 
some social time with the dedi-
cated clergy of the Newfoundland 
and Labrador Conference.  

the next morning, the Modera-
tor led the clergy in a bible study 
with the theme God’s Abundant 
Healing of Soul, Community and 
Creation. At that time, the Mod-
erator used the model of the Cour-
age to Lead workshops and, after 
an afternoon of rest, she led an-
other session for the clergy that 
evening in which we were able 
to expand on the work begun 
that morning.  

Much of the Moderator’s career 
has been with small group leader-
ship and bible study, self reflection 
and spiritual retreats.  We certain-
ly enjoyed her leadership and the 
spirit of hope she brought to the 
Clergy Retreat. 

Continued from cover

Mardi visits Emmanuel House, 
an outreach program of Stel-
la Burry Community Services. 
(l-r) Tour hosts Pat West and Roy 
West; SBCS social worker Susan 
Pye; SBCS board member Mari-
on Pardy; Mardi Tindal and Faith 
March-MacCuish.  Pictured on the 
wall is founder Stella Burry.

→
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to St. John’s where, on Sunday, 
November 6, they hosted 
a town Hall meeting at 
Memorial University. 

As you can see, the Modera-
tor’s Newfoundland and Labra-
dor Conference Visit was very 
full and, as one woman put it, 

“We were nervous about having 
the head of the United Church 
with us, but we were soon to un-
derstand that she was just like 
one of us.”  that indeed was ev-
eryone’s experience of Mardi tin-
dal, our Moderator of the United 
Church of Canada.

thank you Moderator tindal for 
your leadership and your grace in 
our midst.

• 85 KENMOUNT ROAD • ST JOHN’S, NL • A1B 3N7    
 •  Phone: (709) 726-6990  •  Fax: (709) 726-4003

toll free 1.888.241.2647
 •  E-mail: hickmanmotors.stjohns@gm.ca

www.hickmanmotors.stjohns.gm.ca www.cauls.ca

Rev. Faith March-MacCuish, Conference 
Executive Secretary, accompanied Moderator 

Mardi Tindal on her final Conference visit.

thursday, November 3 saw us 
on the road to Corner Brook for a 
tour of the construction of the af-
fordable seniors’ apartments be-
ing built by first United Church.  
the project is called Parkview 
Apartments inc.  

After the tour of this exciting 
new ministry, first United hosted 
a Moderator’s dinner, in which 
the Pastoral Charges in the Cor-
ner Brook area were all invited.  
We had a traditional cold plate 
with wonderful desserts.  Once 
the dinner and speeches were 
concluded, we then worshipped 
together at first United Church 
with the Moderator as the 
guest speaker. 

friday, November 4 was the 
Moderator’s time with the West 
District fall Meeting.  Before 
the meeting began, the Mod-
erator was invited for a tour of 
our West Haven Camp, located in 
beautiful Pasadena.  

the Moderator was hosted 
by the Camp Board and, while 
on tour, we heard stories of the 

camp and, from Mardi, we heard 
of her love for camping and the 
importance of church camps 
in the formation of a young 
person’s faith.  

We ended the visit with tea and 
buns and were off to the West Dis-
trict Meeting.  the Moderator was 
the guest preacher for the opening 
worship and stayed for some of 
the afternoon’s work. 

that evening, the Moderator 
was joined by Alanna Mitchell, 
author of Sea Sick.  they hosted 
a town Hall meeting in which the 
District and members of the com-
munity were invited.  the town 

Hall meeting was centered on 
our care for creation and how, as 
individuals, as a church and as a 
community, we can be and need 
to be part of the healing of cre-
ation.  this was a very compelling 
evening which gave us a sense of 
hope and called us all to the chal-
lenge of caring for creation. 

that evening we said goodbye 
to our Moderator. the next morn-
ing she and Alanna flew back 

West Haven Camp Board Mem-
ber Linda Stonehouse introduces 
Mardi to the beautiful property 
surrounding the camp.

“Thank you Moderator Tindal 
for your leadership and your 

grace in our midst.“

Mardi visits the Grand Falls-Windsor 
Conference Office, much to the delight 
of Joan Hawkins, Conferene support 
staff (maternity leave replacement).
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Two Locations:

Celebrating Clergy
Bay Roberts Men’s Service Club show their appreciation to area clergy

What a wonderful idea?  
What a wonderful 
thought?  A first of its 

kind in Conception Bay North 
(CBN) area.  

i read some information on the 
topic of clergy appreciation and i 
realized that we sometimes take 
the role of clergy to be that of Sun-
day worship, funerals, weddings, 
baptisms, etc.  Until we have a 
crisis in our own lives, we fail to 
realize the workload of all those 
committed to Christian ministry 
in the proclamation of the Gospel.  

i was so intrigued by this that 
i discussed it with our minister, 
Rev. Dean Sellars, and we thought 
that it could be a worthwhile proj-

ect for our 
Men’s Ser-
vice Club.  
E v e r y o n e 
agreed so 
we put the 
wheels in 
motion.

in our planning, we decided as a 
group that we would invite clergy 
from the various Pastoral Charges 
in our geographical area of CBN.  
invitations were sent to 34 clergy 
from Old Perlican to Norman’s 
Cove to topsail and all areas in 
between.  We invited clergy and 
their guests to come along to share 
an evening of fun and fellowship 
to be held at the Christian Educa-
tion Centre of Central United 
Church, Bay Roberts on fri-
day, November 4, 2011.

the response from those in-
vited was overwhelming.  With 
21 clergy confirmed, we decid-
ed to put a special program in 
place. We contacted the busi-
ness community in the hope of 
doing something extra. the 
support we received was un-
believable (gift certificates 
for gas, food, movies, hair-
styling, etc.).  They couldn’t do 
enough.  Also the United Church 
Bookstore contributed discount 
coupons for our guests.

On the night of our event, we 
were blessed to have as speakers 

Mr. Glenn Littlejohn, 
newly elected MHA 
for the District of Port 
de Grave; Mr. Milton 

Peach, former MHA of Carbonear; 
and Dr. Roy West, Chair, East Dis-
trict, Newfoundland and Labrador 
Conference of the United Church 
of Canada.  

the evening of fellowship had 
music by Grace Gospel Singers 
of Grace United Church, Coley’s 
Point on the Bay Roberts Pastoral 
Charge.  Mr. William Littlejohn, a 

member of Grace Gospel Singers, 
wrote four songs for the occasion.  

All clergy were presented with 
a Certificate of Appreciation for 
their unselfish commitment to 
their call to ministry in the United 
Church of Canada.   A rare blessing 
was the joy of three brothers, Clar-
ence, Roscoe and Wayne Cole, in 
attendance to receive their Cer-

Brothers Clarence, Roscoe and 
Wayne Cole are shown appreciation 
for their ministry.

Retired clergy Rev. 
Joseph Burton; long-
serving minister 
on the Bay Roberts 
Pastoral Charge.

By JACK BADCOCK

→
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By DOREEN WALL

Humber Valley United Church 
 

Men’s Ministry celebrate 30 years

Renewing Friendships

Ms. Doreen Wall is the Observer/Connector 
representative on the Pasadena 

 Pastoral Charge.

the Men’s Club of Humber 
Valley United Church in 
Pasadena celebrated their 

30th Anniversary on September 
24, 2011.  All the charter mem-
bers were invited as well as their 
wives and the widows of 
deceased members.

the celebration of 30 years of 
men’s ministry began at 6 pm on 
September 24 with an hour of 
meet and greet at the Royal Ca-
nadian Legion.  those present 
mingled meeting people for the 
first time and renewing old friend-
ships.  this was followed by a 
wonderful meal.

Everyone was welcomed by 
president Gerry Lush and a mo-
ment of silence was observed for 
members who have passed on.

there was entertainment by 
Sounds of Faith comprised of 
Velma tulk, Al Sansford, Sha-
ron Mansfield and Roger and Bea 
Baril.  they sang many old famil-
iar songs which were enjoyed by 
all as demonstrated by the hum-
ming, tapping of feet, clapping 
and, at times, singing along.

On Sunday morning, the Men’s 
Club took part in the church ser-
vice. they sang two anthem piec-

tificates of Appreciation.  It is not 
every day that we have this unique 
call to ministry from one family.  
God has truly blessed them and it 
is our privilege to have them share 
with us in this event.

A real blessing and recognition 
to all clergy was a gift given by 
Mrs. Betty Jerrett from Central 

es with Al Sansford accompany-
ing them on guitar.  During the 
service, candles were lit for each 
deceased member.

After the service, the Men’s 
Club invited the congregation for 
lunch in the church hall.  this gave 
the congregation an opportunity to 
meet old acquaintances and renew 
old friendships.  

A very enjoyable weekend was 
had by all.

United Church.  Mrs. Jerrett made 
a $600 charitable donation in hon-
our of all active and retired United 
Church clergy.  With such gener-
osity and appreciation, this was 
worth the effort .

Our evening began at 7:00 pm 
and concluded at 10:00 pm with 
a lunch.  the words of thanks ex-

pressed over coffee and tea truly 
affirmed that we really appreciate 
the work of all our clergy.
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Soul, Community and Creation

By HEAtHER SANDfORD

Conference Clergy gather for a time of renewal 
with United Church Moderator Mardi Tindal

it is with great thanks to the 
congregations of the New-
foundland and Labrador 

Conference for encouraging 
your ministers to attend the 
2011 Clergy Retreat.  

Our retreat was held on Novem-
ber 1-3 at terra Nova Golf Resort 
in Port Blandford.  Our guest fa-
cilitator was our United Church’s 
Moderator Mardi tindal.

We arrived at the retreat and 
shared supper together and, while 
we waited for everyone to finish, 
we had opportunity to meet some 
of our new ministers and recon-
nect with old ones.  there was lots 
of singing and lots of laughter.

Rev. Heather Sandford, organizer of the 
2011 Clergy Retreat, is the minister on the 

Norman’s Cove Pastoral Charge.

With the Moderator present, 
we joined together and shared 
in communion.  

the next day we were privi-
leged to have our Moderator 
lead us in workshops centered on 
Parker Palmer’s book A Hidden 
Wholeness.  Moderator Mardi tin-
dal, through the workshop, helped 
us to create a quiet, focused and 
disciplined space called a Circle of 
trust, in which the noise within us 
and around us can subside so we 
could begin to hear our own inner 
voice.  this was done through bi-
ble study and through storytelling.  
We worked in groups and as indi-
viduals during this time.  it was a 
very renewing exercise.

then it was time to have some 
fun. We were made aware that 
there were those among us who 
were CFAs (Come From Aways).  
thanks to Scott Parsons and Glenn 
Jarvis, we now have three new 
honourary Newfoundland and 

Labradorians:  Catherine Gutjahr, 
Erasmus Madimbu, and Modera-
tor Mardi tindal.  

On thursday, we worshipped 
together before it was time to head 
for home.  this was truly a time 
when we could relax, restore and 
renew so that we could come back 
to our ministries refreshed and 
ready to face the challenges that 
ministry brings.  

We know that not all ministers 
are able to attend because of emer-
gencies on their Pastoral Charges.  
We do thank the congregations 

and Ministry and Personnel Com-
mittees for encouraging your min-
isters to come to the retreat.  

the Clergy Retreat is normally 
the first Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday of November so that 
means this year it will be Novem-
ber 5-7, 2012.  Please start now 
and encourage your minister to 
take this much needed time.  Once 
again thank you.

Clergy gather at the annual 
Clergy Retreat held in Port 
Blandford.

Our newest Honourary New-
foundland and Labradorians 
(l-r) Mardi Tindal, Erasmus Mad-
imbu and Catherine Gutjahr.

The Moderator, joined with Guy 
Matthews, led the Clergy Retreat 
through guided workshops. 
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Faith’s Journey
Rev. Faith March-MacCuish appointed as the Conference’s newest Executive Secretary

On tuesday, January 10, 
2012, the Sub-Execu-
tive of General Council 

appointed the Rev. faith March-          
MacCuish as Executive Secre-
tary of the Newfoundland and 
Labrador Conference, effec-
tive immediately.

Rev. faith grew up in Green’s 
Harbour, trinity Bay. She 
is the oldest child of Wendell and 
Phyllis March, has one brother 
Chad who lives in Alberta 
and a sister Hope who has 
lived with her for the past 
nine years. faith also has 
roots in Cape freels and 
Badger’s Quay, Bonavista 
Bay where her grandpar-
ents Nathan and Melina 
Humphries still reside. 

Growing up in Green’s 
Harbour, she was nurtured 
through Sunday school and 
youth group. She attributes 
her call to ministry in part 
to her early faith formation 
as a child in a church fam-
ily who took children seriously. 
faith remembers going to church 
on Saturdays with her grandfa-
ther, who was the caretaker, to 
make sure everything was ready 
for Sunday. Ringing the church 
bell and hanging onto the rope as 
it pulled her up is a fond memory 
for faith. 

faith graduated from St. 
George’s High School and at-
tended Memorial University of 
Newfoundland to pursue nurs-
ing. It was during that first year of 
MUN when she received a call to 
ministry and became an intended 

candidate at the age of eighteen.  
faith then went on to complete a  
Masters of Divinity from 
Emmanuel College. 

While at Emmanuel College, 
she met the love of her life ian 
MacCuish. they were married at 
faith United Church in Green’s 
Harbour on July 1, 1989. 

faith was settled in North-
ern Arm Pastoral Charge and 

ian in Botwood. faith has been 
ordained for 23 years, with 15 
years of service within Pasto-
ral Charge ministry and eight 
as Conference Personnel Min-
ister for the Newfoundland and  
Labrador Conference.  

faith and ian are very proud 
parents of four wonderful chil-
dren: Kyle (20), Dylan (17), Jody 
(14) and Emily (11).  Believing 
strongly in the faith formation 
of young people and wanting to 
remain grounded in the Pasto-
ral Charge, faith is a volunteer 
with the Christian Development 

program at first United Church 
in Mount Pearl. there she is 
co-superintendent of the Sunday 
school and a youth group leader. 

 During her eight-year tenure 
as Personnel Minister, faith also 
served as Acting Executive Sec-
retary while her predecessor was 
on medical leave. faith therefore 
brings extensive experience to this 
particular role. 

faith has served at all 
levels of the the United 
Church of Canada, includ-
ing General Council Ex-
ecutive. She has continued 
her education in the areas 
of conflict management, 
supervision skills and hu-
man resources.  faith is a 
well-known and respected 
spiritual leader within the 
Newfoundland and Labra-
dor Conference. 

faith has reached a 
milestone in this Con-
ference in that she is 
the first woman to be 

appointed to the position of 
Executive Secretary.

faith believes strongly that 
church must strive to be relevant 
in the world and encourages con-
gregations to ask themselves the 
question: “What happens if tomor-
row our church does not exist?” 
And if the answer is that there is 
no difference, then it is time to re-
visit our mission. 

She is a strong believer that in 
all life experiences, in the chal-
lenges and the joys, we are never 
alone. thanks be to God. 

Newly appointed Executive Secretary Rev. Faith 
March-MacCuish surrounded by her family (l-r) 
son Dylan, partner Ian, Faith, son Kyle, daughter 
Emily, sister Hope and daughter Jody.
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The latest in the 
popular Jesus 24/7 se-
ries is an introduction 
to Christian spiritual 
disciplines and daily 

prayer written for average churchgoers who 
would like to deepen their relationship with 
God.
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Leona Laundry
320 Elizabeth Avenue, St. John’s, NL, A1B 1T9

Phone (709) 754-0372, Toll Free (877) 954-0386
ucbookstore@nfld.net

Fire and Bread 
 

Resources for Easter Day 
to Trinity Sunday 

this collection from the iona Community 
offers prayers, responses, liturgies, songs, 
poems, reflections, and more for groups and 
individuals.

Jesus 24/7

$30.95 tax included

Allpricesincludetax

The Stewardship Companion

This is the first resource to use a lectionary pas-
sage from each week to provide guidance for teaching 
and preaching stewardship. Addressing a variety of 
issues related to stewardship, this comprehensive 
resource is essential for all worship leaders and steward- 
ship committees.$41.25 tax included

Order your copy now:

      To help celebrate their 50th anniversary, the members of United Church Women (UCW) are 
launching Ordinary Heroes (March 2012). Through the stories of the extraordinary women, the book 
recounts the history of UCW since its formation in 1962. 

         Some stories tell of raising millions of dollars for the Mission and Service Fund; some recount the 
“smaller” actions of serving a local need; other stories tell of the strength of these women as they led 
the way through decades of social change and embraced new causes for justice. In each story the four 
pillars of the UCW purpose - witness, study, fellowship, and service - have guided this amazing group 
of women whose overriding mission has been to love God and to love their neighbours.

Guide to 
Spiritual Growth

Ordinary Heroes:  Celebrating United Church Women
Edited by Noelle Broughton

$21.00 tax incl.

Lectionary Resources for Preaching

$20.95 tax incl.

Sea Sick - The Hidden Crisis of Global Ocean Change

Sea Sick is the first book to examine the current state of 
the world’s oceans - the great unexamined ecological crisis of 
the planet - and the fact that we are altering everything about 
them: temperature, salinity, acidity, ice cover, volume, circula-
tion, and, of course, the life within them.

Alanna recently hosted a Town Hall meeting along with 
Moderator Mardi Tindal discussing this issue.

By Alanna Mitchell

This book recounts the history of the 
United Church from its formation in 1925 
up until the present. It analyzes the ideas 
and forces that have shaped the church, 
and how the church has changed in the 
course of its history.

 
 

$39.95 tax incl.

The United 
Church of 
Canada 

A History

$20.95 tax incl.

by Bill Blaikie

Driven by a profound 
commitment to civility and 
social democracy, Blaikie 
offers solid advice on how 
to improve our Parliament.  
this fascinating book is a 
moral compass for those 
who aspire to practise 
principled politics.

$22.95 Tax Incl.
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