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Jimmy pratt memorial outreach Centre is a not-
for-profit outreach program that is operated by 
and in George Street United Church in St. John’s, 

Newfoundland and Labrador. 

Serving residents of the downtown core, the centre 
was opened in January 2002 with financial support 
from Kathy LeGrow and family 
as a memorial to her late brother 
Jimmy Pratt. 

The major goal of the centre is 
to strive and assist in alleviating 
hunger and loneliness while of-
fering hot meals and other sup-
port services in a welcoming and 
friendly environment. Other ser-
vices include internet access and 
training, small food hampers and 
reading material. 

The centre is managed through a network of vol-
unteers from the George Street United Church con-
gregation, corporate sponsors and the general public. 

Ongoing operational costs are managed through 
fundraising, sponsorship and donations. Where pos-
sible, the centre avails of government programming 
and we are fortunate to have received grants from 

■  Outreach Ministries  ■  Moderator's Visit  ■  Women's Retreat
■  101st Birthday  ■  GC42  ■  Affordable Housing  ■  Bookstore

The United Church of Canada's Mission and Service 
Fund for the past three years.

A number of service groups including the United 
Church Women and the Men’s Service Club are also 
active in generating revenue for the outreach centre 
operations. 

The annual cost of offering pro-
grams at the Jimmy Pratt Memo-
rial outreach Centre is in excess 
of $60,000. At present, the centre 
provides services to an average of 
200 patrons weekly. 

The soup kitchen and breakfast 
program are geared to low-income 
individuals, those unemployed or 
under employed, those with social 
difficulties or simply those that 
need a friendly ear. Many patrons 

need emergency help to put food in their bodies. 
Nearly 65 percent of those served in all programs are 
over the age of 55. 

Jimmy pratt memorial outreach Centre oper-
ates a kitchen and dining room facility where we 
store donated or rescued food for meal preparation 
and distribution. 

Volunteers assist with prepara-
tion, serving and clean up of the 
lunch and breakfast programs at 
the Jimmy Pratt Memorial Out-
reach Centre.
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on Sunday, November 
24th, 2013, Faith United 
Church in glovertown 

joined with Millicent Harris in cel-
ebrating her 101st birthday.  

The following Sunday, the 
first Sunday of Advent, Millicent 
stood in the pulpit of Faith United 
Church and read the scripture for 
the day.  

At a very early age, Millicent 
became involved in the life and 
work of the church, playing organ 
at the Summerville United Church 
at the early age of 11.  

She continued to play for 
church, be a member of the choir, 
or lead junior and senior choirs in 
communities where she taught or 
lived, including Curling, Barr’d 
Island, Lewisporte, Buchans, 
Dunfield, Princeton and Shoal 
Harbour/Clarenville.

She was also intensely involved 
with the UCW in each community, 
serving as vice-president of UCW 
Presbyterial of Terra Nova Dis-
trict, and organizing rallies.  Submitted by Rev. J. Paul Vardy, minister on 

the Glovertown Pastoral Charge.
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She had a great passion for the 
youth of the church, leading CGIT, 
Sunday School, organizing many 
church concerts and volunteering 
for Loon Bay Camp.  

For many years, Millicent was a 
Mission & Service enthusiast and, 
for nearly 30 years, our Observer 
Representative. If you were Unit-
ed Church, not to subscribe to The 
Observer was impossible when 
Millicent called you.  

Millicent continues to attend 
church; it matters not the weath-
er condition.  Every Sunday, she 
faithfully makes her way to the 
front pew and sits close to the pho-
to of Dr. Art Butt (her close friend) 
to worship.  

Faith United is very grateful for 
Millicent’s involvement in church 
life for over 90 years. She has been 
and continues to be an inspiration 
to the whole church family in re-
minding us of the importance of 
being in ministry at all times and 
stages of our life.

Millicent Harris
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October 17-25, 2014

Gary Paterson, 
41st Moderator of

The United Church 
of Canada, 

will be visiting the 
Newfoundland and 

Labrador Conference

Pastoral Charges and 
outreach ministries are 
invited to make requests 
to host a visit by the 
Moderator.  

Please email your request: 
unitedchurch@nfld.net
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Mr. George Parsons is the Programs Coordi-
nator at George Street United Church.

The program actively solicits 
food from local producers, retail-
ers, wholesalers and processors. In 
addition, the centre collects food 
donations from corporate spon-
sors for immediate utilization in 
the centre.

the initial service at the out-
reach centre is a Friday Soup 
Kitchen. This service continues 
today with the number of patrons 
having increased from 50-60 in 
the early days to a weekly average 
of 120-140. 

This program also provides a 
full meal service on special occa-
sions such as Thanksgiving and 
Christmas based on generosity of 
volunteers and corporate sponsors.

During the fall and winter 
months, the centre offers a hot 
breakfast every Monday. Monday 
was chosen as there was no exist-
ing program to fill this need. 

This program began in 2011 and 
is sponsored by Husky Energy 
who provide volunteers from their 
staff to assist with the prepara-

tion, serving and 
cleanup.

our latest pro-
gram of the Jim-
my pratt memo-
rial outreach 
Centre is the se-
niors' Inclusion 
Program.  

This program, 
with an aver-
age weekly at-
tendance of 40-
50, provides inclusion and social 
interaction for residents 55 years 
and older. 

The program includes fitness 
exercises, reading library, internet 
and email training.

The program also provides 
Lunch ‘n’ Learn sessions covering 
such areas as injury prevention, 
safety at home, internet and tele-
phone fraud, etc. 

It is estimated that the number 
of patrons who need services from 
the Jimmy pratt memorial out-
reach Centre will increase during 
the next five years.

The city core is growing and 
while a number of new families 

are entering, 
the cost of liv-
ing in the area 
has become 
more than most 
potential resi-
dents can han-
dle financially. 

the Jimmy 
pratt memorial 
outreach Cen-
tre is an impor-
tant program to 
help transition 

these new families into the down-
town area.

We are positioned to respond 
quickly with two of the most im-
portant resources that these less 
fortunate individuals need ... food 
and friendship! 

the Jimmy pratt memorial out-
reach Centre is happy to be a part 
of improving the ability of patrons 
to care for themselves and achieve 
goals of higher self-sufficiency 
and personal self-esteem.

The kitchen is a busy place pre-
paring many nutritious meals.

The Jimmy Pratt Memorial Soup 
Kitchen is an outreach program 
from George Street United Church 
in downtown St. John's.

Smith Stockley Ltd.
264 LeMarchant Rd.
P.O. Box 1387, Stn. C
St. John’s, NL, A1C 5N5

Phone: 579-0073
Toll Free: 1-800-563-5544
Fax: 579-1437
sales@smithstockley.nf.net

www.smithstockley.nf.net

328 Hamilton Ave. 
St. John’s, NL, A1E 1J9 
(709) 579-6007 

73 Commonwealth Ave.
Mt. Pearl, NL, A1N 1W7
(709) 364-1937 

Fax:  (709) 579-3106 
E-mail: info@barretts.nf.net 

www.barretts.ca

Two Locations:

Jimmy Pratt Memorial Outreach Centre (Continued from cover)

"Through the generous support of sponsors and 
volunteers, hot nutritious meals are served to 

120-140 people weekly."
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be still? Are you kidding? 
With shopping and deco-
rating and baking, parties 

to attend and ... Be still?

Well, that is just what 20 
women gathered to do 
November 22-24 at the Women's 
Retreat in Grand Falls-Windsor. 

There was a delightful group of 
women present; equal parts West 
and East Districts and a mix of 
clergy and lay people.

t o -
gether, we 
s o a k e d 
our spir-
its in the 
cleansing, 
r e f r e s h -
ing and 
renewing 
waters of 
a Spiritual 
Spa. 

a spa is 
d e s i g n e d 
to be a 

place of relaxation and lavish lux-
ury meant to refocus and refresh 
dragging, sagging energy levels. 
the Spiritual Spa was defined 

with similar goals in mind; 
a place to soak our inner 
being with luxurious care 
and attention.

Imagine an entire week-
end where the only work 
was to "be still and know 
that God is God." 

There is freedom and re-
lease in recognizing that 
God is God and we are not. 
The entire weekend was 
meant to be free. Free from 
expectations. Free from pressure. 
Free from schedules. 

After we introduced and 
checked in, we found that some 
women were truly exhausted and 
needed this weekend to be rest-
ful. Some came looking for peace 
for their unsettled, seeking spirits 
and others arrived open to what-
ever the Spirit might do. All felt 
drawn to our circle without truly 
understanding why.

Though there were scheduled 
theme times and spiritual disci-
pline experiences available, we 
understood that there may be 
some women who just need a 
holy nap. 

A w a s h e d  i n  G r a c e
SuBMiTTED By STEPHANiE MCCLELLAN

Remanufactured laser printer cartridges 

Economical and environmental
Newfoundland owned and operated

Free shipping*

62 Campbell Ave.
St John's NL, A1E 2Z6 

(709) 726-2629

  rburroughs@kel-tech.ca
Some exceptions*

However, from the start, it 
was clear that the theme conver-
sations were too rich to miss as 
we worshipped in song, scripture 
and prayer. 

All flowed together making the 
entire weekend a worship oppor-
tunity without scheduling it into 
boxes and formats.

Saturday afternoon, most 
women wanted a chance to learn 
new ways of connecting with the 
Spirit through time honoured, an-
cient spiritual practices such as 
prayer knots, labyrinth pilgrim-
ages, sitting in silence, spiritual 
journalling, praying the stations 
of the cross, reading scriptures or 
spiritual books. 

Participants enjoyed a spiritual 
weekend of song, worship, laughter and 
prayer.

Presenter and 
musician Donna 
Dinsmore with or-
ganizer Stephanie 
McClellan.

A women's retreat of relaxation, restoration and renewal

             www.kel-tech.ca
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With beautiful music and sing-
ing, Donna helped us reflect upon 
two Biblical stories in particular: 
the healing of Blind Bartimaeus 
and the Straightening of the Bent 
Over Woman. 

We were engaged 
immediately through 
Donna's passionate 
storytelling and chal-
lenging questions, that 
encouraged us to attend to the 
story with deepening personal 
significance as she set the scene 
for its telling to the original audi-
ence and then asked us to take on 
the roles of the characters to see 
how the Spirit was speaking. 

team and having discussion and 
making decisions on all the proposals 
submitted by Conferences on behalf 
of Congregations and Presbyteries.

this general Council comes at a 
very important time in the life of our 
church as we make decisions on the 
future of the church and the neces-
sary changes that need to be made.

We are very grateful to every-
one who through their actions and 
prayers are contributing to the suc-
cess of GC42.

our work will continue to increase 
right up to the meeting in 2015. 

Our work includes planning a bal-
ance of activities: worship and mu-
sic; business of the United Church; 
allowing Commissioners to get to 
know each other; and time in which 
people can relax during a very con-
centrated week. In addition, with the 
guidance of the Moderator, the Plan-
ning Committee develops the theme 
and logo for GC42.

The work of GC42 will include the 
election of a new Moderator, receiv-
ing and acting upon recommenda-
tions of the Comprehensive review 

We are already half way be-
tween the 2012 41st gen-
eral Council in ottawa 

and the 2015 42nd general Council in 
Corner Brook. Time goes by quickly!

There are two significant groups 
working on organizing GC42. 

The GC Planning Committee is 
responsible for the content and im-
plementation of the Council and the 
Local Arrangements Sub-Committee 
has the responsibility for the day-to-
day services and facility preparation 
for the efficient functioning of GC42.

The Planning Committee has been 
building momentum and the pace of 

GC42

We're  ha l f  way  the re !

Submitted by Dr. Roy West, Chair of the 
General Council Planning Committee.

“The entire weekend was an opportunity 
to experience faith, freedom and renewal.“

We know that no gathering 
would be compete without a 
lightening of the Spirit through 
fun and laughter, so Saturday 
night held a treat as we welcomed 
a new citizen to Newfoundland 

through the Screech-in and Kiss-
ing of the Cod and a few skits and 
jokes on the side! Laughter lifted 
our spirits to new heights!

The entire weekend was indeed 
an opportunity to experience faith, 

freedom and renewal as could be 
seen in the emotional responses 
during our final check-in with 
one another and as we served one 
another communion to draw the 
weekend to a close before we re-

entered our busy 
lives and took the 
spiritual nourish-
ment received 
back into our 
homes, churches 

and communities. 

may our spirits continue to 
find sacred moments to be still 
amidst the pressures and busy-
ness of every day life!

Rev. Stephanie McClellan is the minister on 
the Lewisporte Pastoral Charge.

Safety Training Our Priority
www.safetytrainingnl.ca

James Pike, Owner/Operator

Inc. 

P.O. Box 149
105 Conception Bay Hwy.

Holyrood, NL, A0A 2R0

Tel: (709) 229-1918
Cell: (709) 763-7867
jim@safetytrainingnl.ca

authorized distributor for
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A successful story of affordable housing 
for seniors from First United Church in 
Corner Brook

a former church annex has 
been converted into a 
ten-unit affordable apart-

ment complex for seniors in 
Corner Brook. 

Parkview Apartments Incor-
porated, a non-profit corporation 
created by First United Church 
in Corner Brook, opened the 
new seniors’ housing complex in 
February 2013. 

The three-story building was 
built in 1956 and contained a large 
kitchen, offices, meeting rooms 
and a gymnasium used by the lo-
cal school. As new schools were 
built, the gymnasium was no 
longer needed for school 
athletic programs.

“It was too big and too expen-
sive for us to maintain,” explained 

Matt Churchill, a church volun-
teer and President of Parkview 
Apartments Inc. 

“Five years ago we started look-
ing at ways to redevelop our facili-
ties at First United. As part of this 
process, we discovered that there 
was a strong need for affordable 
housing in the Corner Brook area 
for seniors. 

In 2009, the Newfoundland 
Labrador Housing Corporation 
was offering funding to not-for-
profit groups who might be inter-
ested in developing seniors' af-
fordable housing units.

The timing was perfect for 
us, and we applied to the pro-
gram to renovate our Annex into 
affordable housing. 

We were successful in obtain-
ing $1.3 million in funding and 
$20,000 in seed funding from 
Canada Mortgage and Hous-
ing Corporation to assist with 
the development of our seniors' 
housing project.  

“When we received the fund-
ing, we thought we were fine,” 
Churchill recalled. “With the $1.3 
million forgivable loan and a small 
mortgage from our bank, we were 
set to start construction on our 
$1.6 million project.” 

However, when we opened the 
construction tenders, the lowest 
bid was in excess of $2.2 million 
plus HST, so it was back to the 
drawing board. 

Two years later and many meet-
ings with Newfoundland & Lab-
rador Housing, our engineer, a 
local contractor, our bank and our 
church board, we were able to find 
the cost efficiencies and financing 
necessary to make it work. 

Funding for Parkview Apart-
ments Inc. included $649,000 
from the Government of Canada 
and $664,000 from the provincial 
government under the 2009 ex-
tension of the Canada-Newfound-
land and Labrador Affordable 
Housing Agreement. 

The completed Parkview Apart-
ments after the hard work and 
dedication from all involved.

Parkview Apartments inc.
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A further $30,000 from The 
United Church of Canada Foun-
dation Watkins Fund and the 
City of Corner Brook provided 
a substantial tax deferment as 
its contribution. 

Construction began on May 1, 
2012 and the building was ready 
for occupancy in February 2013.

“This was a real transformation, 
from a gymnasium to an apart-
ment complex in just ten months,” 
Churchill said. 

“The Annex was a 1956 con-
crete block construction with lit-
tle or no insulation, 60-year-old 
plumbing, electrical, and oil fired 
burner. It was ready for a major re-
fit or it had to be torn down.”

to create the ten new apart-
ments, the building was stripped 
to the concrete block. New insu-
lation, roofing, exterior siding, 
interior walls, an elevator lift, 
electrical, plumbing and windows 
were added. 

nine of the 
apartments are 
two bedrooms, 
including one 
fully accessible 
unit, and one is 
a single. 

Eighty appli-
cations came in 
for the ten apart-
ments. 

“We had the assistance of a re-
tired social worker in our congre-
gation who helped us review the 
applications and set selection pri-
orities according to need. 

the income 
criteria for the 
apartments is set 
by government 
and is a maximum 
family income of 
$32,500. It wasn’t 
easy to choose the 
ten tenants, be-
cause there was 
such a wide vari-
ety of need.”

Judy Spracklin 
was delighted to be selected as 
one of the new tenants. Prior to the 
move, she was living in her own 
home in Corner Brook. 

“Every year, it gets harder and 
harder to make ends meet on a 
fixed budget,” said Mrs. Sprack-
lin, who has been a widow for 
13 years. 

“I’m really thankful that I got 
one of the apartments. There’s 
such a big need for affordable 
seniors’ housing here -- rents are 
very costly. It’s a bit easier for 
couples, but really challenging for 
singles with one income.” 

“First United Church has space 
available on its property for an-
other ten-unit complex, and when 
the next round of funding comes 
around, we may consider applying 
again,” Churchill added.

“Other than the financial chal-
lenges, this project has worked out 
very well for us,” Churchill said. 

“We had an excellent contrac-
tor who produced a beautiful 
end product. 

It’s a tremendous success, for us 
and the seniors.”

www.cauls.ca

Parkview Apartment residents, happy and con-
tent in their new homes, at their Christmas open 
house.

Parkview Apartments under construction in 
2012.

Submitted by Mr. Matt Churchill, President of 
the Board of Parkview Apartments Incorpo-

rated and volunteer at First United 
Church, Corner Brook.
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This reproducible resource consists 
of very simple Easter dramas that can 
be performed by kids of all ages—
the younger children can participate 
in rhymes and recitations that require 
very little or no speaking, while older 
children will enjoy the speaking and 
narration parts. $11.95 tax included
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Leona Laundry
320 Elizabeth Avenue, St. John’s, NL, A1B 1T9

Phone (709) 754-0372, Toll Free (877) 954-0386
ucbookstore@nfld.net

Children's Dramas for the Church Year

Matthew
Vol. 1, Chapters 1-13 
Vol. 2, Chapters 14-28

$46.95 each

Celebrate God's Presence 
Pocket Service Edition

Listen:  Praying in a Noisy World

A Feasting on the Word 
Commentary

This pocket-size 60-page booklet in a black vinyl case 
features funeral, memorial, and committal services, as 
well as additional prayers for specific grief situations

Listen invites readers to a 40-day 
experience for those new to prayer, 
those with a daily prayer routine, and 
those whose lives seem too busy for 
prayer.                                           $17.95

by Rueben P. Job

Feasting on 
the Gospels

This six-week bible study explores the 
transformational power of God through the 
stories of biblical characters who met God and 
were changed forever: Abraham and Sarah, 
Jacob, Naomi, Daniel, Peter, and the unnamed 
woman.

Namesake: When God Rewrites your Story

$18.95 tax included

by Jessica LaGrone

  Worship services with dramatic monologues 
based on the Gospels for Good Friday/Tenebrae 
services and creative ways to tell the story of the 
Passion of Jesus Christ.

$19.95 $13.95 tax included

Voices for Good Friday

Daily Lenten Reflections

  Easter Bulletins
   Beautiful selection of
   bulletins for Easter and 
   Lent.

Gathering
Lent/Easter 2014: 
Creating a 
meaningful season 
of worship

A new seven-volume series 
follows up on the success of the 
Feasting on the Word series to 
provide a resource on the most 
preached-upon New Testament 
books, the four gospels.

Reproducible Dramas for Lent, Easter 
and Pentecost

$18.95 tax included
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