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Anyone who has 
ever seen me at 
Conference or 

West District meetings 
knows that I love to knit. 

As I listen to the proces-
sion of reports and join in 
conversation, I love to oc-
cupy my hands with nee-

dles and yarn. Be it with an intricate scarf or a simple 
dishcloth pattern, it is a joy to create and to share the 
work of my labour. 

I have come to discover that I am not alone. Others 
bring their knitting, crocheting and fancy work (em-
broidery) to the meetings as well. There are many oth-
ers who simply look at my knitting and say, "I wish I 
had brought mine." 

This knitting while you work is not a phenomenon 
unique just to Newfoundland and Labrador. There are 
many knitters and crocheters and handicrafters across 
this great United Church of ours and some of them are 
coming to visit us. 

During General Council 42 (August 8-15, 2015), we 
are incorporating a “Knitting Ministry”.

Blankets will be created for Stella Burry Commu-
nity Services, a program that is sponsored by the Mis-
sion and Service Fund. A variety of patterns for “dish-
cloth” size squares will be available to suit the variety 
of expertise amongst the knitters. General Council 
Youth Forum members are also going to learn to knit 
as well. 

To help with this project, we are requesting any do-
nations for wool, yarn and knitting and crochet needles. 
The wool size we are looking for is size 4. For example 
Bernat Super Value, Paton’s Canadiana and Red Heart 
Super Saver and like-size yarns. Knitting and crochet 
needles should be size 4.00, 4.5 and 5.00 mm. 

If you are like me, you have a great stash of wool 
and wool ends and extra needles on hand. All dona-
tions should be forwarded via Conference delegates 
during the Spring meeting in Grand Falls-Windsor. 

Let's spread the word about this project. With your 
help, no one has to say, “I wish I had brought mine.”  

BY ReV. KATHY BReTT, CO-CHAIR, GC42 LOCAL ARRANGeMeNTS COMMITTee

GC42

Come Knit  With Me
Supp l i e s  needed  fo r  kn i t t i ng  m in i s t r y  to  a i d 

S te l l a  Bu r r y  Commun i ty  Se r v i c es
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EDGE, the United Church's network for ministry development, 
is hosting a series of web-video workshops. 

U p c o m i n g  W e b i n a r s
Early March: Technology & Worship with David Patterson
March 26 @ 12pm EST: Reformed Spirituality with Karen Boivin

Spring 2015: “Festamagouche” Maritime Greenbelt-Inspired 
Festival with Robyn Brown Hewitt
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December 25, 2014 was a 
great day. 

The African ministers 
in the Newfoundland and Labra-
dor Conference, namely Rever-
ends Wilson Gonese (Springdale 
PC), erasmus Madimbu (Baie 
Verte PC), Sherpherd Munikwa 
(Carmanville PC), Japhet Ndhl-
ovu (epworth PC) and their fam-
ilies came together to celebrate 
Christmas in an ‘African style’.

Wakanaka mwari .... aliwama 
lesa ... ndiwabwino mulungu, yu 
mwema mungu (a chorus sung in 

Afr ican Style 
Christmas in 
Newfoundland

Shona from Zimbabwe, Bemba 
and Nyanja from Zambia and in 
Kiswahili from Kenya; it means 
God is good) was sung with  
dancing and jubilation at the 
possibility of coming together 
for such a great fellowship.

eighteen Africans in one space 
for the whole day and night was 
such a rare treat given that these 
ministers and their families are 
most likely the only people of 
colour in the pastoral charges 
where they minister.

The following day on the 26th 

of December was a birthday for 
Rev. Japhet Ndhlovu. 
He was given a sur-
prise birthday cake 
followed by brunch.

It was such a wonderful get 
together such that it was re-
solved to be having such ‘fam-
ily reunions’ at least twice in a 
year to encourage one another, 
eat together and celebrate this 
ministry within The United 
Church of Canada.

All this took place at Carman-
ville hosted by Rev. Sherpherd 
Munikwa and family. 

The children are now asking, 
when is our next get together? 
Refreshing time well spent.

The Gonese, Madimbu, Mu-
nikwa and Ndhlovu families 
celebrate Christmas together.

Reverends Sher-
pherd Munikwa, 
Japhet Ndhlovu, 
Erasmus Madimbu 
and Wilson Gonese.
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 Witnessing the Story - Living the Faith

This year we are celebrat-
ing the 200th anniversary 
of the establishment of 

Newfoundland as a District of the 
Methodist Church and so Witness-
ing the Story – Living the Faith 
will be the theme of our New-
foundland & Labrador Conference 
meetings on the weekend of May 
29-31 in Grand Falls-Windsor.  

We will be a very visible sign 
that Jesus Christ and his church 
are very much alive in our time 
and place as we look to our valu-
able history to help us determine 
where we need to go together in 
the faith into the future.

It has been three years since we 
have met as a full Conference and, 
I think, deep down each of us has 
missed the fellowship that the full 
Conference meeting brings.

We will be several hundred 
strong on Conference weekend; 
the faithful in our province who 

call The United Church of Canada 
their church home and we look 
forward to being together.

We will discuss motions and 
hear reports, we will eat good food 
and sing our hearts out in worship 
and praise of God. We will wel-
come those who will share their 
personal witness of faith with us. 
Reflection will be provided by 
Rev. Russell Small.

We invite you to bring any in-
strument you play to join in an 
evening gospel kitchen party. Or 
join us Saturday night for our 
banquet to honour milestones 
in ministry.

We will meet as east and West 
in our own Districts, ordain a new 
minister and install your new Con-
ference President.

We will share in the sacrament 
around the Lord’s table and in 
discussion and decision-making 
around our table groups.

The Celebration of Ministries 
service will be Sunday afternoon 
and is open to everyone. 

An invitation is also extended 
to anyone who wants to be an ob-
server at these meetings in Grand 
Falls-Windsor. Come and watch to 
see what we are about as another 
court of the church. If you wish to 
join in for meals, please contact 
the Conference Office for details.  

And remember to go easy on 
your Conference President – this 
is the first and last meeting of the 
full court I will chair!

It continues to be my privilege 
and honour to serve as your Con-
ference President and I look for-
ward to a busy Spring as we cel-
ebrate and work together. 

An invitat ion from the Conference 
President to the Newfoundland and 
Labrador Conference Spr ing Meet ing

By REvEREND PAULA GALE
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duties being anywhere on his itin-
erary.  Perhaps it was an acciden-
tal spill. But as soon as I saw the 
picture, I was reminded of a pic-
ture I have had for some years in 
my library.  

The picture is called Night 
Cleaner from the series "The 
Angel Looks", painted by Geoff 
Butler (who granted permission to use
his art).

Originally from Fogo Island, 
Geoff Butler started the "Angel 
Looks" series after he asked him-
self, "If there were angels, how 
would they look at us?"  

When I look at Butler's picture, I 
see Jesus upon his knees scrubbing 
away the darkness where he is, as 
he moves toward the distant light. 

That picture and the one of the 
Moderator both speak to me of hu-
mility and service.

And they both bear witness to 
the example set by that One who 
"knowing...that he had come from 
God and was going to God, got up 
from the table, took off his outer 
robe, and tied a towel around him-
self. Then he poured water into a 
basin, and began to wash the dis-
ciples' feet..."   

It was that same 
One who said, 
"For I have set you 
an example that 
you should do as I 
have done to you."

Smith Stockley Ltd.
264 LeMarchant Rd.
P.O. Box 1387, Stn. C
St. John’s, NL, A1C 5N5

Phone: 579-0073
Toll Free: 1-800-563-5544

Fax: 579-1437
sales@smithstockley.nf.net

www.smithstockley.nf.net

We were preparing an 
article for The Con-
nector about Modera-

tor Gary Paterson's recent visit to 
our Conference, and members of 
the  editorial Board were asked to 
make choices as to which pictures 
we would use with the article.

Ironically, it was a picture we 
didn't use that stayed in my mind. It 
shows the Moderator on his knees 
wiping a floor.

Our Moderator undertook many 
duties for our church during his 
visit, but I don't recall janitorial 

Floor Scrubbing Moderator
by Rev. Russell Small, Chair, Connector Editorial Board

Many volunteers will serve in a variety of 
positions during GC42 in Corner Brook 
(August 8-15, 2015). 

They include a hard-working group known as stew-
ards. Stewards work on the floor of the meeting each day 
of the General Council. They collate materials, distribute 
documents, deliver messages, and serve as ushers. It is at 

Vo lun tee r  as  a  S teward  a t  Genera l  Coun c i l
times hard work with long hours. But it is also an opportu-
nity to experience the Council first-hand.

Anyone who is able to move easily while carrying 
things, be on their feet (with some breaks), and work long 
periods of time is welcome to apply to serve as a steward. 
Stewards are basically on duty all day—which may in-
clude evenings and even some late evenings!

F u l l  d e t a i l s  a v a i l a b l e  o n  u n i t e d - c h u r c h . c a . 
I n t e r e s t e d  p e o p l e  s h o u l d  c o m p l e t e  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  b y  M a r c h  2 ,  2 0 1 5 .  
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328 Hamilton Ave. 
St. John’s, NL, A1E 1J9 
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73 Commonwealth Ave.
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Two Locations:

environment and about how cru-
cial it is for us today to care for 
creation. She called us stewards 
of the planet and asked us to part-
ner with God to heal the world … 
before it was too late. 

Again, I am sure I heard the 
whisper and pleading of God in 
her words.

The final experience happened 
recently. I was sitting in church 
at a funeral of a family friend. I 
had just come from a meeting dis-
cussing the future of the United 
Church. I was discouraged with 
what sounded like more doom 
and gloom, and financial crisis.  
Then the clergy rose and asked us 
to repeat the words of the United 
Church Creed. 

As we drew near the end 
of our recitation, I heard 
afresh an old biblical mes-
sage: “In life, in death, 
in life beyond death.” I couldn’t 
help but think that God was not 
whispering!

I must confess that for a good 
portion of my life, I envi-
sioned a prophet as a strange 

cross between a fortune teller and 
a wildly arrayed, angry messenger 
of doom, calling upon the com-
munity to smarten up, change its 
ways, OR eLSe!!

Thank goodness that picture in 
my mind has changed, because it 
would be difficult today to take 
such a person seriously … and I 
think that the time for looking for 
prophets, and looking for genuine 
prophecy, is really and truly upon 
us. As a church today, I feel we 
are both open and hungry to hear 
God’s voice break through.  

How would I identify a modern 
day prophet? For me, a prophet is 
someone who speaks and the com-
munity of faith recognizes in his 
or her message the voice of God.  

I think prophets today might 
be found within or outside of the 
institutional church. As always 
though, I think it is the gathered 
faith community who must dis-
cern, and name, what God’s word 
is in their specific age, and there-
by it is also the faith community 
who must declare who the true 
prophets are.

I believe prophets speak mes-
sages that are addressed to both 
the church and the world.

Sometimes those words are ones 
of comfort, and sometimes they 
are heard as messages of challenge 
or even potential doom.

I feel in recent times I have had 
three moments when I wondered 
if truly God’s voice was speak-
ing with clarity and passion, and 
where I felt people were listening 
for and hearing truth.

The first occasion happened 
a few years ago at a continuing 
education event sponsored by the 
United Church. Jim Wallis was 
the speaker (the prophet). He was 
speaking passionately about God’s 
agenda for the poor people of our 
world today. He called us as a 
church to seek justice and exercise 
mercy, not only for the sake of 
the poor among us, but for all our 
sakes, and for God’s sake. 

I could hear the voice of God in 
both his passion and his words.

The next incident happened at a 
local District meeting. Our guest 
speaker was the then Moderator, 
Mardi Tindal. She was speaking to 
us about the condition of today’s 

Are There Prophets Among Us?
A commentar y  by Rev.  Roger  Janes,  Program and Leadership 

Staf f  for  the Newfoundland & Labrador  Conference

5 Church Hi l l
S t .  John’s ,  NL

A1C 3Z7
Tel :  (709)  722-9392
Fax:  (709)  722-0513

tshave@erbs .nf .ca
www.erbsdig i ta l .com

For Xerox service phone 1-800-939-3769

Tracey Shave 
Sales Manager
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In 1883, Solomon Butt, regarded as the patriarch of Wes-
leyan Methodism in Bay St. George, was a leader in 
building the Methodist Church in St. George's.

Over the next 126 years, Solomon begat Nathanial; Natha-
nial begat Alfred; Alfred begat Charles; Charles begat Wayne; 
Wayne begat Christopher; and Christopher begat Connor.

The Butt families have remained active in the St. George's 
Pastoral Charge to this day. It is also of note that Solomon's 
son George was instrumental in establishing the Methodist 
Church in Heatherton.

Four-year-old 
Connor Butt 
helping with the 
offerings with 
g r a n d f a t h e r 
Wayne Butt. 
Wayne shared 
that, when they 
had reached 
the back of the 
sanctuary, Con-
nor whispered, 
"I got more 
than you."

S e v e n  G e n e r a t i o n s  o f  S e r v i c e

Safety Training Our Priority
www.safetytrainingnl.ca

James Pike, Owner/Operator

Inc. 

P.O. Box 149
105 Conception Bay Hwy.

Holyrood, NL, A0A 2R0

Tel: (709) 229-1918
Cell: (709) 763-7867
jim@safetytrainingnl.ca

authorized distributor for

Q: Our website is ten years old and we need 
a new one. Do we need to hire a designer and 
spend a lot of money again?

A: If your church has had a website for more 
than ten years, it's time for an update. Your 
decision to hire a designer depends on what 
you want your website to achieve.

If you want something very dynamic, then you 
will want professional help. But if you want to 
try inexpensive or free solutions, check blog 
platforms such as WordPress or BlogSpot. Both 
allow you to choose an interesting design. 

Many templates are free, allowing you to 
upload photos, embed YouTube videos, and 
incorporate social media, such as Facebook 
and Twitter. 

Even though the platform may be free and 
easy to administer, make sure you keep the con-
tent current. Ideally, you should have something 
new every week. It doesn't have to be much: 
a photo, the minister's reflection, youth event 
posting, or an upcoming event. 

T h e  C h u r c h  i n  t h e  D i g i t a l  A g e
W e l c o m e  t o  t h e  C o n n e c t o r ' s  t e c h n o l o g y  c o l u m n 

Bits & Bytes:

Thank you to Catherine Rodd, Multimedia Producer 
at the United Church's General Council 

Office, for her contribution.

BY ReV. KATHRYN VANCe, ST. GeORGe'S PASTORAL CHARGe
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Mr. Garfield Fizzard is a member of the 
Bicentenary Celebrations Committee.

200 Years of Methodism and United Church 
of Canada in the Northeast Avalon

Gardner Coombs
Winsor   Coombs
C h a r t e r e d  A c c o u n t a n t s

59A Lemarchant Rd.
St. John’s, NL
A1C 2G9
T: 709.753.3283
F: 709.753.0707

g c @ g a r d n e r c o o m b s . c a

Proud to be working with the 
Newfoundland and Labrador 
Conference for over 25 years

1815 – 2015

Preparations are well under 
way for the 200th anniver-
sary celebrations of Meth-

odism in the St. John's area.
The Bicentenary Celebrations 

Committee, consisting of mem-
bers of the United Churches in 
the Northeast Avalon, was es-
tablished to plan and implement 
events to celebrate the 200th an-
niversary of Methodism in the 
Northeast Avalon.

The Committee was formed 
in June 2012 and went right to 
work.

The first decision was made 
quickly – that there would be a 
joint worship service of the Unit-
ed Churches in the region and 
that the Right Rev. Gary Pater-
son, Moderator, would be invited 
to be our special guest preacher. 

The Committee received an 
official letter in April 2013 that 
the invitation was accepted. 

The service will be held at 
Gower Street United Church 
from 3:00 to 4:30 on Sunday, 
April 26, 2015.

A special plan for the ser-
vice will be the dedication of a 
bronze plaque commemorating 
the 200 year church presence in 
the Northeast Avalon. 

This plaque will be mounted 
at an approved suitable site close 
to the location of the first Meth-
odist chapel established in 1815 
near the present Victoria Street, 
St. John’s.  

The City of St. John's has been 
very helpful in preparing the 
wall on which the plaque is to be 
placed after its dedication by the 
Moderator. 

Another project of the Bicen-
tenary Celebrations Committee 
is publishing a special commem-
orative booklet to be published 
shortly after the celebrations.  

The booklet will describe the 
early establishment of Method-
ism and its change to the United 
Church.  It will also include an 
account of this year’s celebra-
tions of the Bicentenary. 

each of the downtown church-
es will be featured describing 
their past and present. 

This book will highlight those 
who initiated and nurtured the 
introduction of Methodism in 
St. John’s. 

Another aspect of this project 
is locating present day families 
of the St. John’s Methodists of 
that time. Did your family help to 
bring Methodism to St. John’s? 
More information can be found 
at www.stjamesuc.org.  

The Bicentenary Celebrations 
Committee are also planning 
a special joint congregational 
banquet at the Royal Canadian 
Legion at Pleasantville on Satur-
day, April 25, 2015, at 7 p.m. 

Rev. Russell Small will be the 
guest speaker. 

It is the Bicentenary Celebra-
tions Committee’s hope that the 
celebrations will provide the op-
portunity for joint fellowship and 
renewal amongst all 12 United 
Church congregations through-
out the Northeast Avalon. 

Ce l e b rat i n g  o u r  R o o t s  a n d  Fa i t h

BY GARFIeLD FIZZARD
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Leona Laundry
320 Elizabeth Avenue, St. John’s, NL, A1B 1T9

Phone (709) 754-0372, Toll Free (877) 954-0386
ucbookstore@nfld.net

Using the Christian year as a map, 
Thomas R. Steagald helps us 
understand the overarching story of 
Jesus’ life.                                         $18.90

S a c r e d  D a y s

Not Your Parents' Offering Plate 
J. Clif Christopher

T h i n k i n g , 
F a s t  a n d 
S l o w

Written with the needs of stewardship 
teams in mind, this book provides imme-
diate, practical guidance to all who seek 
to help God’s people be better stewards 
of their resources.

Two systems drive the 
way we think and make 
choices. The author 
explains: System One 
is fast, intuitive, and 
emotional; System 
Two is slower, more 
deliberative, and more 
logical. Engaging 
the reader in a lively 
conversation about 
how we think, he shows 
where we can trust our 
intuitions and how we 
can tap into the benefits 
of slow thinking.                                            

$24.95

by Daniel Kahneman

This volume in the Feasting on the 
Word series serves as an all-in-one 
clergy's companion for Lent and 
Holy Week, with worship materials 
and sermon preparation tools for 
both lectionary and non-lectionary 
preachers.

Feasting on the Word

$19.95 tax included

Lenten Companion

No musician? No problem! This new collection of DVDs will add vitality and joy to your singing, 
whether the setting is worship in small congregations, seniors’ residences, small groups, or at fu-
nerals. Sing Hallelujah! videos show musicians performing well-known songs from Voices United, 
More Voices, and beyond—with a touch of karaoke. The words of the songs scroll in clear, large 
letters across the bottom of the screen so that people can easily sing along. This video hymnal 
features 100 selections in five volumes—current favourites and classic hymns, all with a bright, 
contemporary sound—for use throughout the church year. $tba

Following Jesus through the 
Christian Year

$30.45 tax included

A  Vi d e o  H y m n a l

Easter Bulletins

   Beautiful 
selection of 

   bulletins for 
Easter and 

   Lent.
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