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This is the day that the Lord has made; we will 
rejoice and be glad in it.  Psalm 118:24

And what rejoicing there was! First United 
Church in Mount Pearl had 
every reason to celebrate.

It all started on Sunday, 
October 25, 2015 with a 
special service of dedica-
tion of the new extension to 
First United and the reopen-
ing of Trinity Hall after 
its renovation.

More than 100 people 
were in attendance includ-
ing members of the congre-
gation, invited guests and 
elected municipal and 
provincial officials.

Two very special guests and members of our con-
gregation, Mr. Jim Boland and Mr. Steven Thistle, 
were part of the original founding members of First 

United. What an honour it was for our church family 
to have them be a part of this special service.

The extension and renovation didn’t happen over-
night. Members of the con-
gregation and Board of 
Management of First United 
joined with members of the 
planning team who worked 
diligently over the past few 
years towards the comple-
tion of this project.

The addition of a multi-
purpose room, two acces-
sible washrooms and a lift 
that provides access to all 
facilities of First United for 
its congregation and guests.  

The realization of this 
project comes following 

several years of change and renewal within 
the congregation.

SUBMITTed By GLOrIA GOSSe

Celebrating Growth
F i r s t  Un i t ed  i n  Mount  Pear l  c e l eb ra te 

the  r enovat i on  and  extens ion  to  t he i r  c hu r ch

Dedication of the new extension 
ceremony with ribbon cutting by 
Mr. Jim Boland and Mr. Steven 
Thistle.

→
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Mr. Peter MacDon-
ald and Rev. Ian 
March-MacCuish 
receive certificates 
of appreciation in 
recognition of their 
ten years with First 
United.

Mrs. Pearl Smith and 
Mr. Douglas Ivany, 
long-time members of 
First United, cut the 
cake to celebrate the 
62nd anniversary of 
First United.

In 2012 the church was blessed 
when the two congregations in 
Mount Pearl, Trinity United and 
First United, amalgamated. 

This amalgamation followed 
several years of progressively co-
operative interactions between the 
two congregations.

In 2012 both congregations had 
agreed to worship in the same 
church but with different worship 
services. Within a few months of 
sharing the same space, it was re-
alized that there was no longer a 
need for separate services. 

The decision to become one 
congregation was quite obvious.  
The two churches became one 
with a special Amalgamation Ser-
vice on November 18, 2012.

November 15, 2015, another 
day of rejoicing, the 62nd anni-
versary of First United. To think 
it started many, many years ago 
when a few people gathered in a 
parking lot to discuss the possibil-
ity of a United Church to be built 
in Mount Pearl.

Through hard work and dedica-
tion, their vision became reality. 
What joy it must have been for 
them. Today, we have a place to 
worship, a place to gather, a place 
to share our joys and, yes, some-
times our tears.

Our day could not go by without 
recognizing two people who came 
through the church doors ten years 
ago and haven’t looked back; 
rev. Ian March-MacCuish and 
Mr. Peter Macdonald.

They were each presented with 
a certificate of appreciation; rev. 
Ian for his ministry and Peter for 
his gift of music. And in true rev. 
Ian and Peter fashion, their ten-
year anniversary cake was deco-
rated with hockey sticks from their 
favourite teams ... one Montreal, 
one Toronto!

Of course as we all know, any 
celebration in church has to end 
with a reception. On both occa-
sions, we headed down to Trinity 
Hall to enjoy the wide array of 
cookies, sandwiches and, who can 
forget, the cakes! What a way to 
bring our celebrations to a close.

Today, First United remains a 
vibrant church with meaningful 
and thought-provoking medita-
tions from rev. Ian, inspiring mu-
sic under the direction of Peter 
Macdonald and Melissa Butt and 
a community of faith, the back-
bone of our church family.

We are truly blessed.

Gloria Gosse is a Board Member and 
Co-Chair of the UCW at 

First United, Mount Pearl.

(Continued from cover)
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As I write this article, my 
music is softly playing in 
the background.

My music library is made up of 
all genres from Classical Bach and 
Beethoven, Classic rock, Gospel, 
Contemporary Christian and Old 
Time Country. Music and song 
plays an important part of who I am 
and the way I look at life. It helps 
me relax, it helps me worship, and 
connect my past with my present 
and prepare for the future.

I remember my mother gathering 
the family around the piano when 
we were children. I remember sit-
ting with her in her later years and 
singing with her as she played her 
keyboard at the seniors’ home.

Mom has passed on but every 
summer my siblings and I get to-
gether for a family gathering. Music 
and song is an important part of that 
gathering as it continues to bring us 
together with our extended fami-
lies in a beautiful way. I have also 
passed it on to my children who will 
pass it along to the next generation.

Being interested in discover-
ing the importance of music in our 
lives, I came across a book by dan-
iel J. Levitin entitled This is Your 
Brain on Music. In his book, Levi-
tin writes, “Music is fundamental 
to our species, perhaps even more 
so than language. Combining mu-

sic and song together does some-
thing to, and for, our very being 
which may go back to our time in 
the womb as we heard the rhythm of 
our mother’s heartbeat.”

My earliest recollection of music 
and song in church was singing the 
song “Hear the Pennies dropping” 
which was sung when I attended 
Sunday School at Humber United, 
Corner Brook.

In giving us the ability to sing and 
make music, I believe God has giv-
en us a special gift. We sing to bless 
and entertain, we sing to worship 
and praise, and singing together cre-
ates a form of solidarity among us.

We live in an ever-changing 
world. Through the media, we are 
constantly reminded of world prob-
lems and the constant threat to world 
peace. The suffering and pain seem 
to be all around us, but yet some-
thing keeps us moving forward and 
giving us hope.

As a Conference of The United 
Church of Canada, we have seen 
many changes over the years, and 
we have faced, and are facing, chal-
lenging times.

As congregations, we have been 
affected by these changes and we 
have our own unique struggles. yet, 
we are still a people of faith, we are 
a people who believe that God is 

with us. And through it all, we con-
tinue to sing and make music.

Since taking on the position as 
Conference President, I have had 
the opportunity to visit with many 
congregations celebrating special 
events. I participated in an ecumeni-
cal Christmas service at Her Maj-
esty’s Penitentiary. With all these 
gatherings, a common thread which 
seemed to bring us all together was 
music and song.

When I was asked to think about 
a theme for the gathering of Con-
ference in May, my immediate re-
sponse was How Can I Keep from 
Singing. The songwriter robert S. 
Lowry states it beautifully in the 
song, “My Life Flows On In end-
less Song” (VU#716):

 
My life flows on in endless song; 

Above earth’s lamentation,
I hear the sweet, though far off 

hymn That hails a new creation; 
Through all the tumult and the 
strife I hear the music ringing; 

It finds an echo in my soul 
How can I keep from singing?

May God’s blessing place a song 
of hope in all our hearts.

From the President’s Desk
Rev. Brian Colbourne 
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“My position brings a spiritual 
entity to Stella’s Circle,” says Pa-
mela. “Spirituality is a huge part 
of a person’s journey through life 
regardless of their circumstanc-
es and I hope my presence will 
make spirituality a concrete part of 
Stella’s Circle.” 

The position enables Pamela to 
provide pastoral and spiritual care 
and counselling to the organiza-
tion, provide leadership for social 
activities, and respond to specific 
spiritual needs arising in the com-
munity and Stella's Circle. 

Pamela has already made a dif-
ference. In addition to providing 
individual counselling, Pamela is 
exploring new ways of engaging in 
ministry which is innovative in its 
approach and has a clear vision. 

Through pastoral care and coun-
selling, intentional program devel-
opment and active participation 
within Stella’s Circle program-
ming, this ministry supports new 
methods of reaching out to Stella’s 
Circle participants not currently in-
volved in any faith community.  

“On Fridays, we have a Spiritual 
Journey program. We hold various 
activities each week and partici-
pants in attendance appreciate the 
sense of hope and healing provided 
at Spiritual Journey.

We’ve also started a monthly 
Drumming Circle and a Music for 
the Soul program which provides 
time of song and community fel-
lowship through the sharing of gos-
pel, folk and popular music.”

“We all have a spiritual existence 
whether we know it or not,” says 
Pamela. She finds that the people 
at Stella’s Circle are so positive. 
“Hope lives here! I truly find that 
in the spirit of the staff. From be-
ing shown around the organization, 
you can feel it in the air.”

“I would like to bring hope, 
God’s grace and love to Stella’s 
Circle as a whole.”

Smith Stockley Ltd.
264 LeMarchant Rd.
P.O. Box 1387, Stn. C
St. John’s, NL, A1C 5N5

Phone: 579-0073
Toll Free: 1-800-563-5544

Fax: 579-1437
sales@smithstockley.nf.net

www.smithstockley.nf.net

rev. Pamela Jones-Fitzger-
ald always had an inter-
est in social justice work. 

Once she received a teaching de-
gree at Memorial University, she 
felt called into ministry with The 
United Church of Canada. 

Through various experiences, 
ministry and pastoral care in a set-
ting other than the church has al-
ways been an interest of Pamela's. 

enter Stella’s Circle, a com-
munity organization that provides 
supportive housing, counselling 
services and education and em-
ployment opportunities.

“Stella’s Circle transforms lives 
by offering real Homes, real 
Help and real Work,” says CeO 
Lisa Browne. “A number of years 
ago, with leadership from our then 
Board Member and now current 
Board emeritus Member, the Very 
rev. dr. Marion Pardy, we submit-
ted an application to the United 
Church Foundation New Ministries 
Fund and we were successful in re-
ceiving funding to hire a Spiritual 
Co-ordinator 15 hours a week.”

Introduc ing 
R e v .  P a m e l a  J o n e s - F i t z g e r a l d 
as Spir itual Co-ordinator for Stel la's Circ le
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Two Locations:

of God’s easter love may be re-
vealed through the “communities of 
faith” within our United Church, in 
the activities, programs, and in the 
hearts and minds of believers.

May we all be reminded how 
God’s presence journeys beyond 
the trials and the tomb, beyond our 
present doubts and wilderness mo-
ments.

Let us ponder the same eas-
ter message of the early Christian 
church – the cost and risk of pro-
claiming the truth of God; of how 
they were uplifted, brought to 
life, and called to live as one 
in community.

May we trust that wilderness 
times are a journey of self-realiza-
tion – where new life is possible 
with God, times where we are con-
tinually sustained and strengthened 
by prayer. 

Finally may the blessings of this 
Holy Season bring new life and 
hope to each one.

It’s that time of year, along with 
lengthening of our daylight 
hours, moving our clocks ahead, 

hoping snow banks recede, when 
we find ourselves in the middle of 
our Lenten season. 

The Season of Lent began with 
a story of Jesus in the wilder-
ness. Wilderness times are sacred 
times of challenge and possibility 
where we may be stretched to our 
limits or called to make far 
reaching decisions. 

As we travel the Lenten journey 
with Jesus from the wilderness to 
Jerusalem, to the cross, and beyond, 
I can’t help but draw parallels to our 
present challenges within our Unit-
ed Church of Canada. 

We, too, 
are experienc-
ing wilderness 
times as we 
face difficult 
decisions that 

will affect our church, as a whole, 
and certainly change the gover-
nance structure and the way we do 
ministry within the Newfoundland 
and Labrador Conference.

As God remained with Jesus to 
overcome his trials, I do believe that 

God is alive and working through us 
to mold us as United Church people 
to continue to live out the mission of 
Jesus Christ in our midst.

The sacred wilderness experi-
ences of our biblical ancestors have 
always been journeys leading to re-
newal and hope.

As the Lenten journey leads us 
toward Jerusalem with Jesus, on 
a road paved with branches and 
cloaks, we join the chorus of voices 
that cry for justice.

After the parade, our sacred nar-
rative illustrates God’s faithfulness 
despite the wavering faithfulness of 
human beings – from joyful prom-
ises, to betrayal, to friends sharing 
the Last Supper, to abandonment, 
prayer, violence, and the appar-
ent hopelessness of the sealing of 
Jesus’ tomb!

From wilderness to fruitful vine-
yards, from death to life, to “Christ 
arose.” The sacred easter journey 
from wilderness to joy and salvation 
demonstrates for us that we do not 
journey alone.

It is the prayer of the Connector’s 
editorial Board that as you ponder 
the pages of this issue, the message 

E a s t e r  G r e e t i n g s
from the Editorial Board of 
the Connector

Submitted by the Rev. Marilyn Rees, Chair of  
the Connector Editorial Board.
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authorized distributor for

Secondly, it works with the people 
themselves to improve their lives, to 
help them embrace new options and 
look out for themselves.

Whether it is teaching farmers in 
Asia how to grow sustainable crops 
or helping individuals in St. John’s 
to find help, home and a job through 
Stella's Circle, M&S is making a dif-
ference in the world, near and far.

In the book of Micah we hear these 
words, “What does the Lord require 
of you but to do justice, and to love 
kindness, and to walk humbly with 
your God?” (Micah 6:8) Through 
M&S, I am proud to say that we do all 
three! My hope and prayer for 2016 
is that all of our United Church folk 
may know the powerful witness we 
are about, be proud of it and grow it.

If you do not yet give to M&S, 
please consider doing so. If you 
are already a giver, please consider 
increasing your gift this year. The 
world is so much in need of mira-
cles. We can make a real difference. 
Honestly we can!

Join me in giving … and in telling 
the story of Mission & Service.

do you believe in mira-
cles? I do, and not only 
in those that happened in 

Jesus’ day.  I believe that miracles 
happen today … and I have 
witnessed them!  

At age 24, I boarded a plane for 
the fifth time in my life. The first time 
had been seven months prior, when I 
left for theological school in Halifax. 

That spring day I was heading all 
the way to Vancouver.  Both anxious 
and excited, I was embarking on my 
first summer field placement - at First 
United Church on the downtown 
eastside, a ministry which receives 
funding from Mission & Service.  

Four months later I came home a 
changed man. I came away from that 
internship with a new appreciation for 
The United Church of Canada, and a 
wonderful new relationship with Mis-
sion & Service. One that I think I will 
cherish for the rest of my life.

I had my eyes opened, and I 
glimpsed miracles. I saw, for in-
stance, men who once were strong 
and proud and working in the lum-
ber camps. But because of injury 
or increasing age, could no longer 
make it on their own. 

I spoke with young women, some 
as young as 15, who could no longer 

take the abuse or poverty at home, 
who had left bad situations, only to 
find themselves on the street alone, 
with no money for food & shelter. 

First United Church became for 
many a place of safety, free meals, 
clothing shop, community, op-
portunity for worship and spiritual 
nurture, venue for counselling and 
advocacy and help getting back on 
their feet. 

How many people said to me, 
“This place has saved me!” They 
were not just speaking spiritually.

There are many charities which 
do good work and I have contributed 
to many of them. For me, however, 
Mission & Service is special.

It is not just because it is our M&S, 
it's because of the way in which we 
minister through it. We not only do 
the work of charity, as important as 
that is, we are also about justice.

What do I mean? I think of it like 
this. Charity is about meeting a spe-
cific need – giving food, clothing 
and shelter to a community in crisis 
(like we are doing in Syria). Justice 
work takes it two steps further. 

Firstly, it asks questions, like, why 
are there so many people living in 
poverty or crisis in the first place, 
and what can we do about that? 

Why I Give to Mission &  Service?
A  c o m m e n t a r y  b y  R e v.  R o g e r  J a n e s ,  U n i t e d  C h u rc h 
Stewardship and Gi f ts  O ff icer,  At lant ic  Region
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What a mission focus at Fortune 
United on Sunday, december 
20th!

Just pondering these faces, one can see 
how these children enjoy being actively in-
volved in "being the church".

Our Sunday School always jump at the 
suggestion of helping others and this year 

was no different.
Last year their 

annual "Penny Collection" was given to the 
Haiti disaster Fund, and this year "Mittens 'n 
Gloves Galore" were gathered from the con-
gregation and hung on their tree to send to 
emmanuel House.

At the close of the worship, congregants gath-
ered in the fellowship hall for a buffet brunch 
provided by two members of our congregation, 
Marcia & Fraser Smith, who were travelling to 
Haiti on a medical mission.

Marcia, a dentist, and Fra-
ser, a professional carpenter, 
have engaged in several mis-
sion trips offering their skills 
and gifts to the impoverished 
areas of Haiti.

The congregation and 
friends from neighbouring 
churches shared a free-will 
offering to help purchase 
medical supplies for the mission. 

Giving thanks to God for all who answer "The Call to be 
the Church!”

By reV. MArILyN reeS

w c c p a . c a

P r o u d  t o  b e  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e 
N e w f o u n d l a n d  a n d  L a b r a d o r 
C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  o v e r  2 5  y e a r s

Fortune United Church
Answers the Call to "Be the Church"

Mittens 'n Gloves 
Galore tree 
for Emmanuel 
House.

(L-R) Dave Johnson, Joanne John-
son, Fraser Smith, Levi Curtis and 
Marcia Smith.

Charly & Peyton 
Smith and Ashley & 
Anna Hickman along 
with their minister 
Rev. Marilyn Rees.

Conference Executive 
March 9, 2016 
April 13, 2016 

West District Executive
March 16, 2016 
May 11, 2016 
June 15, 2016 

East District Executive
March 2, 2016 
May 18, 2016 
June 22, 2016 

Women in Ministry Retreat
April 4-7, 2016 

Leadership Workshop
April 26-27, 2016 

John Dominic Crossan
Lecture Series 

May 13-15, 2016 

Conference Spring Meeting
June 2-5, 2016 

A Trail of the Caribou
Patriotic Tour 

June 25-July 4, 2016 

Clergy Retreat
October 26-28, 2016 

Fall Learning Event
October 28-30, 2016Rev. Marilyn Rees is serving the Fortune Pastoral Charge.

What’s 
Happening?
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Ideal for church leaders of all kinds. What 
is the meaning of grace, of sin, of the 
sacraments? How are we to understand 
our dependence on God or relate to the 
person of Jesus? Each of 13 key doctrines 
is explored theologically, scripturally, 
in pastoral application, and in a 
sample sermon.

Preaching the Big Questions:

The Power of Praying 
in Community 

$20.50 each

Biblical Literalism: A Gentile Heresy 
John Shelby Spong

Disruptive Grace: Reflections on God, 
Scripture, and the Church

In this profound work, bestselling author and the for-
mer Episcopal Bishop of Newark John Shelby Spong 
offers a radical new way to look at the gospels today.

Disruptive Grace offers an introduction 
to the thought of a brilliant, passionate, 
and incisive interpreter of the 
Hebrew Bible.

by Walter Brueggemann

A 
House 

of 
Prayer

This book illuminates the significance of 
sharing our lives with a pet and celebrates the 
great gift of animals in our world.

Two Dogs and a Parrot

b y  J o a n  C h i t t i s t e r

  In this delightful collection of 52 devotions, 
Evelyn Bence reflects on gatherings at her table 
that have brought together friends, family, and 
neighbours.

$16.50

Room at My Table

Resurrection 
Eggs 

 
Twelve colourful eggs, 

meaningful objects, and a 
devotional booklet bring the story 

of the death and resurrection of 
Christ to life - a great way to tell 

children "Jesus is alive!"

Thomas R. Steagald incor-
porates memoir, travelogue, 
reflection on scripture, church 
history, and psychology as he 
builds a compelling case for 
congregations to put more focus 
on praying as a community.

Doctrine Isn't Dusty

What Our Animal Friends Can Teach 
Us About Life

$tba

by Catherine MacLean, John H. Young

$26.95 tax included

$42.50 tax included

Coming Soon

$19.95 tax included

Preparing Heart and Home for Christian Hospitality
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