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the Innu, Inuit and NunatuKavut people of Newfound-
land and Labrador. 

The apology, recognition, compensation package 
and settlement ex-
cluded the province's 
former five residential 
schools: North West 
River, Cartwright, 
Nain and Makkovik, 
all in Labrador and in 
St. Anthony in north-
ern Newfoundland.

It was felt that the 
Federal Government 
did not owe the prov-
ince an apology be-
cause Newfoundland 
and Labrador joined 
Confederation in 1949.

Continued inside

By Rev. AdeKuNLe B. AdeNIyI

 L i v i n g  i n t o  R e c o n c i l i a t i o n
Prime Minister delivers apology to former students of the 

Newfoundland and Labrador Residential Schools

November 24, 2017, was a memorable day in 
Newfoundland and Labrador, when Prime 
Minister of Canada Justin Trudeau came to 

Happy valley-Goose 
Bay to deliver an apol-
ogy to former students 
of the five residential 
schools in Newfound-
land and Labrador on 
behalf of the Govern-
ment of Canada and all 
Canadians.

Canada's 2008 Apol-
ogy to Former Students 
of Indian Residential 
Schools was considered 
to be awesome and a step 
towards reconciliation 
with Canada's First Na-
tions Peoples. However, 
it failed to acknowledge 

Rev. Adekunle B. Adeniyi of the Central Labrador Pastoral 
Charge, with Member of Parliament for Labrador Yvonne 
Jones, was present at the Newfoundland and Labrador 
Residential Schools Apology offered by Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau.
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Living into Reconci l iat ion
The victims of residential 

schools believed that the people 
who attended residential schools 
in Newfoundland and Labra-
dor also experienced the same 
kinds of abuse, deprivation and 
attempted assimilation as those 
who attended similar schools 
elsewhere in Canada.

In line with the Reconcilia-
tion with the victims, the Federal 
Government offered a $50 mil-
lion package to settle claims of 
sexual and physical abuse along 
with the loss of language and 
culture which was approved by a 
judge last September. This ended 
a ten-year legal battle.

The Prime Minister delivered 
his well crafted, emotional and 
tearful apology to hundreds of 
former students and their fami-
lies at the Lawrence O'Brien 
Center in Happy valley-Goose 
Bay. 

"Saying that we are sorry today 
is not enough. It will not undo 
the harm that was done to you. It 
will not bring back the languages 
and traditions you lost. It will 
not take away the isolation and 
vulnerability you felt when you 
separated from your families, 
communities, and cultures," the 
Prime Minister said. "We share 
this burden with you by fully ac-
cepting our responsibilities and 
our failings as a government and 
as a country."

It was an emotional time, full 
of tears, weeping, and crying. 
And immediately after the emo-
tional apology, Prime Minister 

Trudeau welcomed residential 
school survivor Toby Obed to the 
stage. Obed accepted the Prime 
Minister's apology on behalf of 
residential schools' survivors in 
Newfoundland and Labrador. 

Obed, jumping and raising his 
hands as a sign of victory, be-
came emotional while speaking. 
"Because I come from a patient 
and forgiving culture, I think it is 
proper for us to accept an apol-
ogy from the Government of 
Canada," Obed said.

"This apology is an important 
part of the healing. Today the 
survivors in Newfoundland and 
Labrador can finally feel a part 
of the community of survivors 
across Canada. We have con-
nected with the rest of Canada. 
We got our apology."

At the beginning of the apol-
ogy, memorial candles were lit 
by the "elders" in honour of more 
than 120 former students who 
died waiting for a resolution to 
the almost decade-long legal 
fight.

The front of the auditorium 
was decorated with a striking seal 
skin depicting a broken red heart 
rising to a healed heart on a silver 
grey seal skin. It is a piece called 
The Healing by Rigolet artist 
Inez Shiwak, designed with her 
father, Jack.

~ Rev. Adekunle B. Adeniyi is the 
ministry personnel on the Central 

Labrador Pastoral Charge.
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Statement of Apology on Behalf of the Government of Canada to 
Former Students of the Newfoundland and Labrador Residential Schools
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tion and new life to the world. All of 
God’s creation seems to be springing 
forth with the same rebirthing -- re-
joicing that it's alive, that winter is 
over, and that sunshine and warmth 
are once again to be found. 

God’s message banishes the dark-
ness and dismay. With that amazing 
easter event in Israel, God offered 
the most lavish, wild and extravagant 
gift of love. Just like my mother who, 
out of love, secured beautiful things 
for my sister and me, not out of vani-
ty but out of passion, God poured out 
the most exquisite and costly gift in 
the world -- the gift of love and new 
life. Isn’t that a much needed mes-
sage to share with this broken world 
today? A message that calls us to treat 
people with dignity and equality and 
to see life through the eyes of Christ 
instead of our own.

It is the prayer of the Connector’s 
editorial Board that as you ponder 
this special time of year, that you 
may also hear the call for God’s mes-
sage of hope, justice and equality to 
be heard and lived out every day. 
May you recall how easter brings 
God’s most precious gift to us. And 
just remember ... easter totally has 
the best candy!

It’s hard to believe Lent has begun 
and easter is just around the cor-
ner. doesn't easter totally have 

the best candy? Those cute little bun-
nies and pastel marshmallow Peeps 
don't lie ... spring and new life is in 
the air. And to us, as Christian people 
amid a world of suffering, abuse, 
environmental devastation and di-
vision, the easter message of hope, 
justice & equality is one that is wel-
coming. We long for this message to 
shock our world into a caring reality.

For us in Newfoundland & Lab-
rador, the anticipation of easter is 
also a sign that the long winter will 
soon be behind us and spring is on 
the way. We get to rid ourselves of 
those winter coats and boots.

My earliest childhood spring 
memories recall how my mom 
would prepare us for this special 
time of year with new clothes. eas-
ter was the one occasion where my 
older sister and I received pretty 
dresses with matching bonnets and 
shoes. The only difference was the 
size and colour -- mine was blue 
and my sister’s was usually pink. 
Wearing everything new, right down 
to our underwear & socks, feeling 

equally beautiful, happy and loved, 
off to worship we’d go easter 
morning full of hope and joy. 

Some may think this story of 
new clothes given to us by our 
mom is not a very spiritual mem-
ory and others might say it was 
simply a practice of vanity. But 
was it? doesn’t a mother’s love for 
her children mirror closely the love 
God has for us? Just as our mom 
showered us with gifts secured 
with the labour of her hands to self-
lessly lavish us with her love, God 
lavishes all of us at easter with the 
gift of new life & renewed hope -- 
offering us a love that cries out for 
justice and equality to all.

These childhood memories 
evoke such feelings of unity and 
equality that my heart is still 
warmed by the very thought of 
those times. The richness of that 
same love was experienced during 
worship on easter Sunday morning 
as jubilant voices, seemingly more 
expressive than any other time of 
year, lovingly echoed the good 
news that easter brings. Such lov-
ing memories have shaped my life 
in such a unique way that it calls 
me to rekindle that sense of equal-
ity and hope within others today.

Our Christian faith welcomes 
God’s easter message of resurrec-

E a s t e r  G r e e t i n g s
from the Editorial Board of the Connector

~ Rev. Marilyn Rees, Chair of the 
Connector Editorial Board
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I write this easter greeting to you 
while we are in the midst of the 
cold winter winds and snow. 

yet each day we have daylight a 
few minutes longer and it reminds 
us that we are moving once more 
towards spring.

We know that Jesus' disciples felt 
like they were in the midst of a dark 
winter after his crucifixion. It was 
after the Resurrection of Jesus that 
hope and light once again came into 
their lives. They became an integral 
part of the birth of the Christian 
church and we continue today to be 
part of that church and faithful wit-
nesses of the Resurrected Christ.

As your President this year, it is 
both a challenge and a privilege to 
be journeying with our Conference 
and the east & West districts. Our 
church is in the midst of tremen-
dous change and transition and I 
have chosen as our theme "Moving 
Forward in Faith". 

Throughout history, the Christian 
church has been on a journey and 
has known many changes. I believe 
that God has been journeying with 
the church and will continue to 
be with us as we make significant 
changes in our church structure.

We remember that in 1992, the 
Newfoundland & Labrador Confer-
ence made a bold decision to dis-

solve the existing five Presbyteries 
and move into our present district 
system. Our Conference was the 
only Conference to develop this 
new governance and we have used 
it well for the last 26 years.

Following decisions made at the 
2017 spring meetings of the east & 
West districts & Conference, we are 
now in the process of dissolving our 
two districts and moving our gover-
nance totally to Conference. 

We know that while we as a Con-
ference are in the process of change, 
our National Church is also in the 
midst of change as it moves towards 
a three-court system of governance.

The General Council will become 
the denominational Council, with 
a much smaller executive. Confer-
ences and Presbyteries throughout 
the church will be dissolved and 
replaced by Regional Councils. The 
Boundaries Commission consulted 
widely across the church in its dis-
cernment of the number of Regional 
Councils to be named. We made a 
strong submission advocating that 
we would be one of the Regional 
Councils. The decision was made 
that there will be 17 Regional Coun-
cils and Newfoundland & Labrador 
will be Region 17. 

We are now awaiting word on 
the Staffing Model and number of 

Regional Council offices that will 
carry out the ministry and mission 
of the Regional Councils and our 
pastoral charges. 

I know that you will echo my ap-
preciation to our Conference staff 
for their dedicated ministry and 
work and hold them and their fami-
lies in our prayers during this time 
of change and uncertainty.

It will be important for your pas-
toral charge delegates to attend our 
spring meetings of the east and 
West districts and Newfoundland 
& Labrador Conference in Car-
bonear on June 1-3, 2018.

At that time, we will be celebrat-
ing the work and historic closing 
of the districts. I believe that The 
united Church of Canada and the 
Newfoundland and Labrador Con-
ference will continue to Move For-
ward in Faith knowing that God is 
always with us.

From the President’s Desk
"Moving For ward in  Fai th"

Rev. Bill Bartlett 
Newfoundland and Labrador 

Conference Preswident

March 2018.indd   5 2/5/2018   11:09:34 AM



6     the Connector, March 2018

Ce leb ra t i ng  Pas t  &  P resen t

• 85 KeNMOuNT ROAd • ST JOHN’S, NL • A1B 3N7    
 •  Phone: (709) 726-6990  •  Fax: (709) 726-4003

Toll Free 1.888.241.2647
 •  e-mail: hickmanmotors.stjohns@gm.ca

www.hickmanmotors.stjohns.gm.ca

At Bethel united Church 
on the Little Heart's 
ease Pastoral Charge our 

youth are actively involved in our 
Church’s purpose.

Our young Mission & Service 
enthusiast Katie Kelly (13) reads 

Youth Helping Mission & Service on the 
Little Heart's Ease Pastoral Charge

the Minute for Mission at Bethel 
united at each Sunday service.  

Katie, always thinking of ways 
to help others, suggested holding 
a lemonade stand in conjunction 
with the Bethel uCW Fall Sale.

On Saturday, October 28, 2017 
Katie and her younger cousins 
eli  (6) and Brooke Peach (3) sold 
cookies and lemonade at the sale 
for a small donation.

The children were so happy to 
bring $100 to church (including a 
personal $30 donation from eli's 
piggy bank) and present this do-
nation to Rev. Brian Hannon for 
Mission & Service, which sup-
ports projects locally, nationally 
and internationally. 

Hosted by
Bethany United Church, Carbonear, NL

Spring Meeting of the Newfoundland and Labrador Conference 
East and West Districts

Special thank you to the uCW 
and all those who so graciously 
donated. 

Brooke & Eli Peach at the 
lemonade stand.

Mission & Service enthusiast Ka-
tie Kelly and her two young cous-
ins Brooke & Eli Peach along with 
minister Rev. Brian Hannon.

" M o v i n g  Fo r w a r d  i n  Fa i t h "

June 1-3,  2018
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Two Locations:

Conference Executive
March 14, 2018 

East District Executive 
March 21, 2018      
April 10, 2018

West District Executive 
March 28, 2018      
May 16, 2018 

Women in Ministry     
Retreat

April 9-11, 2018 

Conference                
Spring Meeting
June 1-3, 2018

National Aboriginal Day     
June 21, 2018

General Council 43 
July 21-28, 2018

Fall Learning Event 
October 19-21, 2018

Clergy Retreat 
October 22-24, 2018 

Council of Finance & 
Administration

October 31, 2018

What’s 
Happening? 

Q: We would like to replace the church sign on the 
lawn with an electronic one that would allow us to 
update the announcement of the service time and other 
things. What are other churches doing?

T h e  C h u r c h  i n  t h e  D i g i t a l  A g e

Bits & Bytes:

Thank you to Catherine Rodd, Executive Director of 
Communications for the United Church's General Council Office.

T h e  C o n n e c t o r ' s  t e c h n o l o g y  c o l u m n 

A: I've seen a mix of signs over the years but if you can 
afford it, electronic makes sense as it's easier to keep 
up to date and gets noticed by passersby because it's 
dynamic and changes weekly. Two things to consider 
besides the cost: check municipal bylaws for an elec-
tronic sign on the lawn and also have a couple of 
people assigned to keep it current. If you aren't permit-
ted an electronic lawn sign, there are signs that can sit 
in a window. Stores often use these.

Q: Should we be on Instagram?

A: If you think you have enough pictures, why not set up 
an Instagram account and see how it goes? Initially, you 
can share your Facebook content through to Instagram 
and then start posting unique content that can be shared 
back to your Facebook page. Instagram is growing but 
it needs a lot of feeding of good images. It attracts a 
different audience and may spread your content farther. 
It's worth a try. 
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Phone (709) 754-0372, Toll Free (877) 954-0386
ucbookstore@nfld.net

Communion 
Cups

$24.95 
tax included

Centre your day on God and God's will for you. 
This book of daily devotions, each of which 
includes scripture, a scripture-related daily 
reflection question, and a prayer, will help you 
balance the day's tasks and challenges.

Order My Steps

W h y  I  B e l i e v e

In this new United Church Lent devotional, 
find life-changing stories about friends and 
members of the church who have chosen 
to believe through times of uncertainty and 
doubt. 

Jesus 24/7 Youth

Fishing Tips is an open 
invitation to be curious. 
Using an ancient story 
as inspiration, John 
Pentland reflects on 
how Hillhurst United 
said "Yes" to throwing 
the nets on the other 
side of convention. The 
result was innovative, 
invigorating and 
transformative.

Fishing Tips 

b y  J o h n  P e n t l a n d

G o d  G a v e  U s  E a s t e r

"Jesus 24/7-Youth" began with a confirmation 
class of 10 teenagers. These kids had smart ques-
tions and their minister recognized their insights 
warranted a quest that would be more personal, 
more contemporary than a knee-jerk reaction to 
grandma's wish to get her grandkids "done" be-
fore "they leave the church forever"! The youths' 
explorations into the Christian faith have evolved 
into an adaptable guide for all youth and their 
leaders. 

How Curiosity Transformed a 
Community of Faith

Bible Moments to Start the Day

$29.95 tax included

By Lisa Tawn Bergren

Daily Devotions on Faith & Discipleship

$23.95 tax included

A Short Course in 
Christian Faith For The 

Questing Youth

Confirmation Resource

As Little Cub celebrates Easter with Papa, Mama, and her 
brother and sister, she begins to ask questions about this very 
special day of the year.

$20.95 tax included
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