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By HoPE RoWSELL

Getting one last look in the jeep 
window.  When these Ethiopian 
children see a vehicle, they come 
running from everywhere and 
gather around. 

Last January my husband Lewis and I were blessed to have had the opportu-
nity to participate in a food study tour to Ethiopia, the birthplace of human-
ity.  This was made possible through the Canadian Foodgrains Bank.

Don’t feel bad. I hadn’t heard of them either until, while on a mission trip to 
Costa Rica, a fellow traveller told me about them.  I became very interested, came 
back home, researched the organization, liked what I saw, applied to be a partici-
pant, and it just rolled from there.

The Canadian Foodgrains Bank is a Christian organization which has as its mot-
to A Christian Response to Hunger.  It is supported by fifteen church-based mem-
ber agencies which, just to name a few, include The Anglican Church of Canada, 
The Canadian Catholic organization, The Pentecostal Assemblies of Canada, The 
Salvation Army, and our own United Church of Canada.

These churches and agencies partner with organizations overseas to determine  
need, develop programs, and deliver resources where they are needed.  I like the 
simple, non-flashy approach of the Canadian Foodgrains Bank and the collabora-
tion between different church denominations.  I liken the approach to the body of 
Christ where each part of the body is working for the greater good.

Continued on page 3
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The Men’s Fellowship during the Covenanting Service for the min-
ister, Rev. Joan Conrad.  Back Row: Otto Harris, Rev. Joan Conrad, 
Sterling Hopkins, Harold Cave, William Driscoll, Frank Squires, John 
Soper, Howard Salliss, and Kevin Bursey.  Front Row:  Clyde Rodg-
ers, Albert Sparkes, Wilfred Button, and Stella Button (organist).

Men’s Ministry on the 
Hant’s Harbour Pastoral Charge

By myRTLE SoPER

The men’s Fellowship 
Group of the Hant’s Har-
bour Pastoral Charge is 

made up from United Church 
men from Hant’s Harbour, New 
melbourne, Brownsdale and 
Sibley’s Cove.

With its beginnings in octo-
ber 1995, the group’s first presi-
dent  was William Driscoll of 
New melbourne with the min-
ister at that time, Ray Rodgers, 
as chaplain.

Even though some members 
have passed away, moved else-
where, or are inactive due to ill-
ness, the group is quite active un-
der the leadership of the president, 
Wilfred Button.  

meetings are held on a weekly 
basis from September until April. 
meetings usually consist of de-
votion, singing, business, and of 
course, fellowship cannot finish 
without a mug up which members 
take turns providing refreshments. 

The group participates in vari-
ous church services during the 
year.  one of the highlights for 
the men’s Fellowship as well as 
the Pastoral Charge is the Good 
Friday breakfast followed by a 

church service, both of which are 
always well attended.

In November 2011, the group 
was pleased to have been invited 
to play a large role in the cov-
enanting service of the minister, 
Rev. Joan Conrad.  

Each year, the group makes a 
visit to the oldest member of the 
group, Ananias Button of Lead 
Cove, who is unable to attend 
meetings due to illness but whose 
presence is always felt spiritually.  

much to the delight of the Pas-
toral Charge, the group has its 
own choir with Stella Button of 
Lead Cove as the organist and 
sometimes assisted by guitarist, 
Harold Cave. We are ever grateful 
for their ministry of music.

In the latter part of the spring, 
a closing is held and a hot supper 
cooked by the group is served to 
the spouses followed by a devo-
tion and singing.

membership is open to any men 
of the Pastoral Charge and are 
welcomed into the group.

Myrtle Soper is the Communications Coordinator 
for the Hant’s Harbour Pastoral Charge.
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A billion people 
worldwide live with 
chronic hunger.  They 
are hungry for a number 

of reasons.  Drought, unfair trade 
practices, and devastation to the 
environment all contribute to world 
hunger.  Another reason is that the 
country is so heavily populated that 
the land cannot support the popu-
lation. Food is a basic need and it 
is unjust that so many people must 
go without enough to eat.  When 

we realize that the statistics are not 
about numbers but about our broth-
ers and sisters, everything changes.  
God’s grace in Jesus Christ moves 
us to help our neighbours whether 
they live in the house next door, in 
the next town, the next province or 
the next continent.  

I encountered the face of Christ 
every single day in the faces of the 
gentle, friendly and humble people 
of Ethiopia.  

one day we climbed a mountain 
to visit a reforestation, soil, and 
water conservation project and to 
meet with the local villagers.  The 
mountain was 2,000 feet above sea 
level.  Prior to this project, the area 
was very barren with no plantation, 
and soil erosion was severe.  With 
the help and support of Canadian 

Foodgrains Bank, this area was de-
veloped and the land can now be 
used for crops.  The gratitude of the 
people could be felt.

We visited a water diversion ir-
rigation scheme which was dam-
aged by heavy rains just after it had 
been completed.  It is still function-
ing and, as a result, they are getting 
three growing seasons as opposed 
to one.

We met with self help and family 
planning groups.  In Ethiopia most 
of the work is done by women and 
children but that is slowly begin-
ning to change.  They told us that, 
at first, the men would not partici-
pate, but now lots of men come to 
their meetings. 

one lady told us that one of the 
things they teach at their self help 
group is about saving money for 
emergencies and each member 
brings 25 cents to each meeting.  
She said when they started, people 
laughed at them and called them 
foolish but since they have accu-
mulated substantial savings, no one 
is laughing now.  The money they 
save helps members who encoun-
ter emergencies such as sickness, 
house damage, etc. with interest-
free loans.

one day I was befriended by a 
17-year-old boy who put his arm 
around me and told me I was his 
mother.  He said he had no mother 

Continued from cover

Hope Rowsell is a member of South Brook United 
Church, Green Bay South Pastoral Charge.

or father.  He said he had a younger 
sister but doesn’t know where she 
is.  He is studying to be a tour guide 
which meant he could speak Eng-
lish.  He asked my name.  I said my 
name is Hope. “oh,” he said. “you 
are my mother, you are my hope, 
and my hope is in God.”

He took a wooden cross off  his 
neck and put it on my neck.  He 
said this is my gift to you; you wear 
it and remember me when you re-
turn to Canada.  He also said I will 
pray for you when you return to 
Canada and I want you to pray for 
me too.  I will never forget him nor 
the families who welcomed us in 
their homes.

one enduring impression is that 
those people we met who struggle 
to survive under primitive and 
harsh conditions, with no mate-
rial possessions, and sometimes 
not enough food to eat or water to 
drink, will still smile, thank God 
for what they have, and pray for 
others.  That, for me, is a big act 
to follow.

I leave you with the words of 
mother Teresa, “If you can’t feed a 
hundred, feed one”.  And for what-
ever you are doing where you are, 
we join with our Ethiopian friends 
in saying, in the Amharic language, 
Amesege’nallo!  Thank you!

Hope and her partner Lewis ex-
perience a very humbling and 
touching foot washing tradition 
for special guests from their host 
family. 

Hope with her new friends who cap-
tured her heart. The young man on 
Hope’s right is training to be a tour 
guide.  The little boy on Hope’s left 
struggled very hard to keep hold-
ing Hope’s hand and not get pushed 
away by the older kids. 

Mama and little one carrying a 
heavy load of firewood.  A very 
familiar sight.  Women and chil-
dren work very hard in Ethiopia.
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Hello Bay Roberts … Angola Calling
The Rev. Etta Snow – 85 years young, 60 years of faithful ministry

By mARIoN PARDy

→

If home is where the heart is, 
there is no doubt that the home 
of Etta Snow is Angola, Africa.

This is not a reflection on her 
Newfoundland home of Bay Rob-
erts. It is a re-
flection on her 
deep sense of 
calling to min-
istry and her 
profound, life-
long affection 
for the people 
of Angola and 
her 22 years of 
ministry there 
as an educa-
tional missionary from 1953-1975. 
In 1975 Civil War erupted in An-
gola and missionaries were forced 
to leave.  Etta left reluctantly!

Etta Snow was born in Bay Rob-
erts on January 21, 1927, daughter 
of mae and Philip Snow.  She had 
seven siblings, including a twin.

Etta attended the two-room Unit-
ed Church School in Bay Roberts 
and graduated in 1944.  After two 
summer school sessions, she was 
sent to Stanhope.  After a year, she 
decided to attend memorial Uni-
versity College to obtain her first 
grade teachers’ certificate.  She, 
then, taught at Shoal Harbour 
and Bonavista.

In Shoal Harbour and Bonavista, 
Etta came under the influence of 
Ruth Tillman, United Church Dea-
coness and Women’s missionary 
Society (WmS) worker.  During 

the summer, 
Etta joined 
Ruth and Nan-
cy Edwards 
(who was in 
a similar po-
sition as Ruth 
in Twillingate 
Presbytery) at 
CGIT camps 
at Thwart Is-
land and Loon 

Bay. Before she knew it, Etta was 
off to the United Church Training 
School (UCTS), Toronto.

To ground her academic quali-
fications, Etta studied, while 
teaching, through correspondence 
courses at mount 
Allison Univer-
sity.  Any fears 
Etta possessed 
were offset by her 
strong sense of 
Call and the cour-
age and strength 
of her faith.  Upon 
graduation from 
UCTS in 1952, 
Etta, affected by 
the need in Angola, 

was appointed and commissioned 
as WmS Educational missionary.  
Lisbon, Portugal was the initial 
stop for one-year study of the Por-
tuguese language. Upon arrival in 
Angola, in addition to missionary 
work, there were formal lessons in 
the native language of Umbundu. 

Etta recalls her solo experience in 
Umbundu. “In the seventh month, I 
was sent to camp with 50 teenage 
girls and Angolan leaders and was 
left with them for a week and none 
of them knew any English.  That 
was quite an experience!”

Etta ministered in the well-re-
spected Dondi mission – a vibrant 
community of missionaries and An-
golan colleagues within a variety 
of caregiving and teaching institu-
tions: hospital, leprosarium, semi-
nary, means School for Girls, Cur-
rie Institute for Boys, publication 

centre, Normal 
School, Prima-
ry School.

It was a 
heavy-hearted 
Etta who was 
forced to leave 
Angola, to-
gether with 
other mission-
aries, in 1975 
when Civil War 

Etta preaches in Umbundu to some 
800 people; some of whom walked 40 
kilometres to see and hear her at this 
war-torn Dondi Church.

At Dondi Church, Etta points out 
the anti-religious graffiti of the 
military, with Pastors Adelaide 
and Fernando Catanha. 

may 2012 colour.indd   4 4/9/2012   3:22:11 Pm



     the Connector, May 2012     5

The Very Rev. Dr. Marion Pardy, retired, 
is the 37th Moderator of The United 

Church of Canada, 2000-2003.

broke out.  Etta was given 12 hours 
to pack one suitcase and leave 
after 22 years in her beloved, 
chosen country.

With determination, Etta 
resolved to further her educa-
tion, always with 
the hope that 
she could return 
to Angola to 
minister.

on one of her 
furlough trips 
home, Etta had 
been designated 
as a Deaconess.  
Now, as Direc-
tor of Residence 
at the Centre for Christian Stud-
ies, Etta completed her theological 
studies for ordination at Emmanu-
el College, Toronto.  

In 1978 Etta was ordained by To-
ronto Conference, on behalf of the 
Newfoundland and Labrador Con-
ference, making her the first wom-
an ordained for the Newfoundland 
and Labrador Conference.  She 
faithfully served pastoral charges 
in Toronto Conference until her of-
ficial retirement in 1994.  

I had the memorable experience 
of accompanying Etta to Angola 
in 2004, Etta’s first return trip to 
Dondi mission.

It was a painful, tearful, joyful re-
union for Etta and for her Angolan 
friends and colleagues.  The former 

lively community of Dondi was 
now in war-torn destruction: doors 
and windows smashed, roofs gone, 
buildings vandalized, her house 
for 22 years in ruin.  There was 
devastation everywhere, except in 

the faces and 
voices of the 
people.  Their 
musical wel-
come echoes:

“oh, my 
friends, let us 
rejoice, let us 
rejoice!  Dona 
Etta has ar-
rived, we are 
so thankful.  

oh, my friends, let us rejoice, let us 
rejoice!  Her friend has arrived, we 
are so thankful.  Thank you, God; 
thank you, God.”

Tearful, joyful embraces fol-
lowed.  Some said, “I thought I 
would never be alive to see you 
again.”  And some, regrettably, 
were no longer alive.  But the adult 
children of the deceased were there 
because their parents kept the Don-
di and other stories alive.

Etta and I witnessed the legacy 
of the Dondi mission.  Graduates 
continued their studies and were 
now teachers, pastors, nurses, en-
gineers, doctors, lawyers, farmers 
and Christian educators.  “The mis-
sionaries trained us to be leaders of 
our Church and country,” they tell 
us. “And we are.”  

on Sunday morning at Dondi, 
some 800 people arrived for wor-
ship.  Some had walked 40 kilo-
metres to see and hear Etta.  There 
was singing, Bible reading, prayer, 
greetings and then Etta preached – 
fluently in Umbundu!!  

The faces of the people shone; 
their eyes glistened; their ears at-
tentively heard every word.  

The good news is that today the 
Dondi mission is being restored, 

through financial support of United 
Church AoTS men’s Clubs, the 
Angolan memorial Scholarship 
Fund and Angolans.  our mission 
and Service Fund also continues to 
support our partner churches and 
outreach projects of Angola.

At 85 years young and 60 years 
of courageous and compassion-
ate ministry, Etta’s retirement in 
Toronto is in name only.  With 
her heart still in Angola, Etta, still 
fluent in Portuguese and Um-
bundu languages, works tirelessly 
with Angola, mostly through the 
Angolan memorial Scholarship 
Fund, her friendship with the An-
golan community in Toronto area 
and in Angola and hosting of 
Angolan visitors.

Etta visited Angola in 1995, 
2004, 2009 and she is planning an-
other trip!  

We in the Newfoundland and 
Labrador Conference give thanks 
for the witness and work of Etta, 
for her formation years among us.  
With her family, friends and col-
leagues near and far, we celebrate 
the 85th anniversary of her birth, 
her 60 years of faithful ministry 
and her life-long commitment to 
The United Church of Canada. 

Angola still Calls – thanks be 
to God.

Marion Pardy speaks to children and 
adults at the Leprosarium Chapel at 
Dondi Institute, with the aid of Etta’s 
translation in Umbundu.

Etta with Angolan leaders - ready 
for church; former Dondi Mission 
Office in background.

Etta and Marion with Angolan wom-
en leaders after a church service, 
Huambo. 
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Honouring and Recognizing Our Past

By REv. STEPHEN J. BARBoUR, BoTWooD PASToRAL CHARGE

Rev. Larry Watkins installed as Minister Emeritus

on January 29, 2012, Trinity United Church, Botwood 
recognized the past work and continuing participation 
of Rev. Lawrence Watkins in the life of the congrega-

tion with the title Minister Emeritus. 

Having served the Pastoral Charge from 1995-2003 and the 
church itself for fifty years in ministry, the congregation felt it 
important to lift up Rev. Watkins’ contributions and bestow this 
honour as a way of saying well done, now you can rest. 

While the role and function of minister Emeritus is purely 
honourary, Rev. Watkins continues to fill in and assist when 
needed.  His latest project is repairing the pedestal for the bap-
tismal font in the sanctuary, which he had used countless times 
before when he was in paid accountable ministry.  Thank you for 
your dedication and service, Rev. Watkins.

Current minister Rev. Stephen Barbour 
congratulates Rev. Larry Watkins on 
his installation as Minister Emeritus.

Glen Patey with Mary & Watson 
Tucker ring the church bells in 
St. Anthony in honour of the 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.

Q u e e n ’ s  D i a m o n d  J u b i l e e

By REv. STEPHANIE mCCLELLAN, ST. ANTHoNy PASToRAL CHARGE

The bells ring out in St. Anthony

Did you hear the church bells ring on monday, February 6, 
2012 at noon? 

We, at the United Church in St. Anthony, participated in 
the 60th anniversary of Her majesty Queen Elizabeth’s accession 
to the throne as Queen of Canada. 

Churches around the world were asked to ring their bells to hon-
our and celebrate Queen Elizabeth.  We happily participated!

238 Torbay Road, P.O. Box 1776
St. John’s, Newfoundland, A1C 5P9

Tel: (709) 722-1532
Fax: (709) 722-6612

www.steersinsurance.com 
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Message from our Conference President
One in the Spirit

By THE REv. LISA PoTTER

on behalf of the Newfound-
land and Labrador Confer-
ence, I bring you greetings 

and God’s blessings. It indeed has 
been my pleasure to represent you, 
the Church, and to do the work re-
quired of me as President.

your ministry of care for others 
has always touched me deeply be-
cause it speaks of your hospitality 
and compassionate nature. 

In Luke’s Gospel Ch. 4, Jesus 
sent forth the disciples to share 
hospitality with people, to bless 
them and to heal them, and to pro-
claim the nearness of the Kingdom 
of God. As true disciples of Jesus, 
we are to do just that – to prac-
tise hospitality, to bless, to seek 
justice and to proclaim the 
good news by our witness of 
compassionate actions. 

Watching Jesus heal the sick, 
empower the poor, and confront 
the powerful, we see transparently 
the power of God at work. As dis-
ciples of Christ, we know our lives 
too can become channels for divine 

my son’s tragic death taught me 
this and helped me understand why 
the wounds in Jesus’ feet, side and 
hands were still present in his res-
urrected body. For God so loved 
the world.

We, as a people of Christ, have 
no greater purpose than to live this 
love for one another regardless of 
any religious, culture or gender dif-
ference. It is at the heart level that 
we touch one another. And it is 
there that we touch the source from 
which all life flows.

 At the surface level of the vari-
ous religions and cultures, there 
are great diversity, differences and 
contradictions. yet, as we touch 
one another at the deep level of 
the heart, we find ourselves mov-
ing from separation to unity, from 
contradictions to oneness and from 
diversity to convergence.

The open compassionate heart 
transcends all difference and moves 
us to a place of loving action, and 
that my dear friends in Christ is 
the work that Jesus would have 
us be about in the Church and in 
the world. 

Thank you for being a people of 
the heart – true disciples of Christ.

mercy to flow out to each other and 
our neighbour near and far. For in-
deed, we are all one in the Spirit. 

you do that well, dear people in 
Christ. In fact the Newfoundland 
and Labrador people do it well.

In my travels experiencing vari-
ous cultures throughout the world, 
I have found no greater compas-
sionate people. The people of our 
province have become known 
around the world for their generous 
and compassionate hearts.

It is the open compassionate 
heart, as we witness in Jesus, that is 
the trigger for the transformed life. 
We become aware of this knowing 
when we experience the opening 
of our hearts often brought about 
by the pain and suffering of liv-
ing. The Jesus way is to embrace 
our wounds and accept them as the 
price of our journey. 

Even though our wounds never 
fully go away, the healing comes 
when they no longer defeat us or 
cause us to hurt another or our-
selves. It is our wounds that keep 
us humble and patient and more 
open to the suffering of others. It is 
our wounds that open our hearts in 
compassion and understanding for 
the human condition. 
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Affordable and quick-
to-read resource. Struc-
tured in bite-sized sections 

covering the different essentials of start-
ing a messy Church. Includes checklists, 
milestones, and questions to ask a messy 
Church you’re visiting.
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Leona Laundry
320 Elizabeth Avenue, St. John’s, NL, A1B 1T9

Phone (709) 754-0372, Toll Free (877) 954-0386
ucbookstore@nfld.net

Messy Church

Overflowing with cre-
ative ideas to draw the community together 
for fun, food, fellowship, and worship, this 
resource book contains 15 themed program 
outlines.

$12.95 tax included

 Acorns and Archangels

A collection of resources for the late summer and au-
tumn period of Ordinary Time: prayers, stories, songs, 
poems, reflections, and meditations written by Iona 
Community members and others. Covers the weeks from 
the Feast of the Transfiguration to All Saints Day. $35.95 tax included

What are you reading now:

“This three-book series is a wonderful resource for clergy, laity, Sunday school leaders, church 
camp worship leaders, parents and grandparents.  Milton has, in his own true storytelling form, 
provided biblical stories and characters in concise, short story making them readily available at 

a moment’s notice to readers and listeners.  In doing so, he has enabled even the youngest of us to have an understanding 
of not only the better-known passages of scripture but the lesser known as well.  He has opened up the pages of the bible in 
an exciting way that leaves those who use the resource wanting to use it again and again.  For those who lead worship and 
Sunday school, based on the lectionary readings through the three-year cycle, it easily creates a connection between the 
sanctuary and learning spaces for adults, youth and children.  It also enables and fosters a continued discussion on the bible 
for families at home following Sunday at church.  The Lectionary Story Bibles are also an excellent gift for children to introduce 
them to the Bible with lovely illustrations to capture their attention.”

Ralph Milton’s Lectionary Story Bible Set
Reviewed by Rev. Denine Morgan

$180.00 tax incl.

Resources For Ordinary Time - The Feast of the 
Transfiguration To All Hallows’                   

Experiencing the Bible Again for the First Time

 This program is an invitation to deepen your relationship with the 
Bible. The kit includes a leaders’ book, 12 participants’ handbooks, 
posters, and a copy of Marcus Borg’s Reading the Bible for the First 
Time. 

Group Study by Tim Scorer and Marcus Borg

A collection of resources, prayers, sto-
ries, responses, songs, poems, reflec-
tions and meditations, written by Iona 
Community members, associates, friends, 
and others. While offering resources 
for groups and individuals covering the 
weeks from Trinity Sunday to the Feast 
of the Transfiguration, including Father’s 
Day and Saint’s Days, much of the mate-
rial can be used at other times during the 
year as well.         $34.95 tax incl.

 Bare Feet and 
Buttercups: 
Resources for 
Ordinary Time

Lectio Divina - 
The Sacred Art

Drawing on her own expe-
rience as a monk in the world, 
author Christine valters Paint-
ner breaks open the move-

ments of the spiritual practice of sacred reading. She 
includes simple, engaging and meaningful prayer 
experiences. $21.95 tax incl.

Starting Your 
Messy Church Allpricesincludetax

Fresh Ideas For 
Building A Christ-

Centred Community

A Beginner Guide 
for Churches

$28.95 tax included

Transforming Words 
& Images into 

Heart-Centered Prayer
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