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Marion Ronalds, or Ronnie as she is affectionately known, has been 
in ministry with the United Church for 53 years; 40 of them have 
been spent in the Newfoundland and Labrador Conference!  Ronnie 

has been active in the West District of our Conference for many years and is a 
long-standing member on the United Church’s Westhaven Camp Committee. 
Ronnie has also dedicated many years to serving in a variety of capacities with 
the United Church Women. 

Born in 1927, Ronnie is the second daughter of 11 girls to Edna and Ralph 
Ronalds.  A native of Bathurst, Ronnie graduated from high school and 
Teachers’ College in New Brunswick.  

Although Ronnie wanted to be a nurse, her family thought that she would 
be better suited to teaching as she was someone with a small frame and maybe 
not suited to the physical rigours of nursing. She taught for five years, mostly 
in isolated and needy areas. “Many said to me: ‘why don’t you apply for the 
city?’ I said the city always gets the cream of the crop. I want to be the cream 

of the crop in small places.” It is no accident 
that in the two schools where Ronnie taught, 
when she was finished, each had a new school.

After Ronnie finished teaching and had 
saved enough money, she entered into train-
ing for nursing and graduated from Saint 
John General Hospital in 1954.  Her first 
placement was a nursing outpost in a mainly 
French community. 

SUBMITTED BY DoNNA LovELACE

Continued on pages 2 & 3

Marion “Ronnie” Ronalds celebrating her 85th

birthday. 
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Ronnie didn’t have French as 
a second language but forged 
ahead anyway.  She then trans-
ferred to a small hospital in cen-
tral New Brunswick and became 
the Director of Nursing not, as she 
would say, by choice but 
by circumstance. 

From there, Ronnie went to To-
ronto to the United Church Train-
ing School from 1958-60.  The 
transition from working nurse to 
full-time student was not an easy 
one.  Ronnie was used to being 
busy so the necessity of sitting in 
one place for an extended period 
of time was challenging.  She had 
to learn a new set of skills, those 
that would allow her to sit on that 
chair and study which she did 
and she was later sent out into the 
mission field.

In 1960, Ronnie was Commis-
sioned as a Medical Missionary 
in The United Church of Canada.  
She worked at Elizabeth M. Crowe 
Hospital, Eriksdale, MB (United 
Church Hospital) from 1960-62 
and again from 1967-73, Queen 
Charlotte Islands United Church 
Hospital, BC (Home Missionary) 
from 1962-66 and Dalhousie Uni-
versity (Public Health Certificate) 
from 1966-67.  

In 1973, Ronnie moved to Baie 
verte and worked at the United 
Church Hospital there until her 

retirement in 1992.  The United 
Church was no longer involved 
in the hospital in 1987 as public 
health shifted from United Church 
to provincial government.

But enough of this brief 
biography. Let’s hear from Ronnie 
herself as I ask her a set of wide-
ranging questions.

Q If you were asked to give three 
pieces of advice, what would 
they be?

A Be honest, be friendly and 
make the church the centre of 
your life.

Q What gives you more happiness 
than anything else in the world?
A Presently it is keeping in 
contact with friends and family.  
over my lifetime? Working with 
children and youth.

Q If you could do anything over 
again in your life, what would 
you do?
A Change nothing.

Q Who is Jesus to you?
A A friend, a higher authority, 
teacher, provider.  All around, a 
good one to know.

Q What has been the purpose of 
your life?
A Serving others through prayer 
and to do His will.

Q How old would you be if you 
didn’t know how old you were?
A Depends on the day! Some 
days, 25 years old, other days, 95 
years old but mostly my actual age 
or younger.

Q Where did you get your vibrant 
spirit?
A My parents and being part of a 
farming family.

Continued from cover

Ronnie (centre) at the New Bruns-
wick Teachers’ College, 1947.
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Rev. Donna Lovelace is a member of 
the Connector Editorial Board and serves

the Burin Pastoral Charge. 

Q What is the one thing you 
would change about the world if 
you could?
A See more peaceful situations in 
troubled areas. Go to bed knowing 
there were no more hungry chil-
dren in the world. Having even 
more medical people volunteering 
to help children.

Q If you could have three people 
over to dinner, living or dead, who 
would they be?
A Mary McDougal who was a 
nurse in Angola for 25 years. Dr. 
Barbara Kellerman who arrived 
in Baie verte the same day I did 
in 1973. Rev. Larry Watkins who 
now resides in Botwood and had 
been a minister in Baie verte for 
eight years.

Q What makes you, you?
A Well, flesh and blood I guess! 
Well, they used to call me the 
bag lady. I was always dragging 
bags with me. They could be for 
the UCW or Sunday School or 
my Youth Group. I was a Public 

Reliving a mo-
ment in time:  the 
Ronalds sisters in 
1946 and 2007.  
Pictured here are 
l-r Ronnie, Wilma 
(deceased), Jean (deceased), Edith, Velma and Ivy, in 
memory of their sister Joan (third from left above).

It is time to make summer camp plans or to perhaps make 
a donation to a camp so someone else can go and have a fun and 

faith-enriching experience this year.

United Church 
Camps

United Church Camps are for everyone who 
love the outdoors and adventure!

 Campers enjoy the opportunity our camps provide to enrich your 
educational, recreational and spiritual lives through a greater 

appreciation of the natural world.

Health Nurse, then I was with the 
hospital auxiliary and served two 
terms as secretary, volunteering 
for the Red Cross. In fact, I was 

just on the 
phone for 
two hours 
for the Red 
Cross.  I am 
also sec-
retary for 
UCW and 
the local 

Co-op Board of Directors and sec-
retary for the Baie verte Pastoral 
Charge Official Board. 

Q Was there anything you found 
yourself doing that 
you said you would 
never do?
A Lose my temper!

Q What is some-
thing that you are 
really proud of?
A The church Youth 
Group I had in Baie 
verte for 15 years. 
At the beginning of 
the year they set the 
agenda, with my 
guidance, about what they wanted 
to accomplish that year. 

We conducted many, many 
church services, as far away as 
St. Anthony.  Five years ago 
when Baie verte had Come Home 
Year, I contacted 60 former Youth 
Group members. Twenty of them 
responded and conducted the Sun-
day morning church service.

Q Can you tell me about a 
time in your life that you will 
never forget?
A I remember being caught in 
a blizzard in Manitoba with my 
landlady, her husband and another 
nurse in the car. The temperature 
outside was -90 and we knew we 
couldn’t go outside. And the hus-
band of my landlady died, there 
in the car, he had a heart attack 
and died, just like that. The night 
before, we had been to a square 
dance and he never got off the 
dance floor, so it was a shock!

To end our interview, I asked 
Ronnie this question: “What are 

the qualities that 
you value most in 
a person?” “Friend-
liness, sharing 
and caring,” she 
responded.  I be-
gan my interview 
with Ronnie asking 
about three pieces 
of advice she would 
give.  “Be honest, 
be friendly and 
make church the 
centre of your life,” 

she said.  Full circle as it were. 

Anyone who knows Ronnie is 
the better for that.  She is a shin-
ing example of a life dedicated to 
service.  And a life dedicated to 
service is a life of love in action.

Ronnie and long-time 
friend Vesta (Dunlop) 
Mullins.  Ronnie boarded 
with Vesta’s family while   
at Teachers’ College.
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Two Locations:

A Service for the People of the Sea

The 50th anniversary of the 
People of the Sea Service, 
held by George Street 

United Church (GSUC), was rec-
ognized on March 10, 2013 by 
a celebratory service of praise, 
thanksgiving, remembrance and 
special music by both the GSUC 
Mass Choir and the Church Lads 
Brigade (CLB) Band.

When GSUC was being built in 
1872, sealers who had gathered in 
St. John’s and were waiting to sail 
to the ice assisted in the bringing 
of rocks from the southside of the 
St. John’s harbour for the con-
struction of the church.  It is fit-
ting indeed, therefore, that GSUC 
hosts an annual Service for People 
of the Sea.

In 1963, GSUC, under the 
ministry of Rev. Naboth Winsor, 
held the Sealers Service to bless 
the fleet before it went to the seal 
hunt. Times have changed but for 
50 years, the service has paid trib-
ute to, and sought protection for, 
the men and women who work on 
the ocean.

The service is always well at-
tended by many including the 
Lieutenant Governor, municipal, 
provincial, federal government 

George Street United Church pays tribute to 
the men and women who work on the sea

Submitted by the George Street 
United Church Anniversary Committee.

dignitaries, representatives of all 
denominations, Canadian Coast 
Guard, RCMP, RNC, other vari-
ous agencies and people related 
to the fishing industry, as well as 
all those who make their living on 
the waters.

GSUC is celebrating its 140th 

anniversary and it was very spe-
cial to mark the 50th anniversary 
of this service in the same year, as 
well as the 50th anniversary of the 
CLB participating in the service. 

Captain Morrissey Johnson’s 
family donated his ship’s bell to  
GSUC in his memory. Captain 

Johnson was a strong supporter 
of the People of the Sea Service. 
As an honour to both the late Rev. 
Winsor and Captain Johnson, Rev. 
Winsor’s daughters Lynn Smith 
and Anne Gosse rang the bell at 
the beginning of the service.

The CLB band and GSUC’s 
choirs provided sacred music re-
lated to the sea and led the singing 
of the old favourite hymns which 
culminated with the closing hymn 
Will Your Anchor Hold.

The comments made by our 
visitors and regular congregation 
during the cup of tea and the facial 
expressions of all during the ser-
vice were ensuring that the service 
was well received and filled with 
many memories of past services, 
family, friends and co-workers 
who have “fished on our waters” 
and of those “who gave up their 
lives to the sea”.

The People of the Sea Service in 
the beautiful George Street United 
Church was a moving reminder 
of how closely the history in St. 
John’s is entwined with the power-
ful and complex ocean around us.

Smith Stockley Ltd.
264 LeMarchant Rd.
P.O. Box 1387, Stn. C
St. John’s, NL, A1C 5N5

Phone: 579-0073
Toll Free: 1-800-563-5544
Fax: 579-1437
sales@smithstockley.nf.net

www.smithstockley.nf.net

In recognition of their 50 
years of musical leadership, 
George Street United Church 
presented the CLB Regimen-
tal Band with a plaque to 
commemorate the band’s im-
portant annual contribution.  
(l-r) Rev. Sue White, Band 
Master Capt. Albertine Bethel, 
Mr. Josh Shea, Board Chair.
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238 Torbay Road, P.O. Box 1776
St. John’s, Newfoundland, A1C 5P9

Tel: (709) 722-1532
Fax: (709) 722-6612
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Linda Stonehouse and I 
are very excited to be co-
chairing the Local Ar-

rangements Committee for Gen-
eral Council 42. I know many 
people across the Newfoundland 
and Labrador Conference are also 
very excited. 

Many of you have been asking 
how to get involved with the Gen-
eral Council Local Arrangements 
sub-committees. That is a great 
question and one we will be able 
to answer really soon.

I know that the first class, high 
rated hospitality of United Church 
congregations across this Confer-

What are your talents and gifts?

GC42

West District
May 24-26, 2013

Humber Corner Brook Pastoral Charge
“Dance with the Spirit”

East District
May 31-June 2, 2013

Bonavista Pastoral Charge
“Living the Christian Life”

The Celebration of Ministries Services will take place at Humber United Church, 
Corner Brook on May 26 for West District and Memorial United Church, 
Bonavista on June 2 for East District.  For exact times of the services and for fur-
ther details, please go to the Newfoundland and Labrador Conference website 
www.newlabconf.com. 

The dates for the Spring Meetings 
of the East and West Districts are set

BY REv. KATHY BRETT

ence have a special ministry in 
providing and welcoming others. 

Just as Martha busied herself 
in welcoming Jesus to show the 
warmth of her commitment, I 
know that many of you are chomp-
ing at the bit to show the wider 
church the warm welcome and 
commitment of the church here in 
this place.  

As soon as we hear from the 
GC42 Planning Committee about 
the needed sub-committees, the 
Conference Nominations Com-
mittee will send out Expressions 
of Interest forms to those interest-
ed in serving.

If you would like to exercise 
your talents and gifts for offer-
ing hospitality, this will be your 
opportunity to let your ‘Inner- 
Martha’ shine. 

Friends, I know we will show 
the United Church Commission-
ers from across Canada and be-
yond why people love and can’t 
wait to get back to Newfoundland 
and Labrador.   

The 42nd General Council of 
The United Church of Canada 
is taking place at Corner Brook, 
Newfoundland and Labrador dur-
ing the summer of 2015.

May 2013.indd   5 4/3/2013   7:21:39 PM



6     the Connector, May 2013

Twenty-nine youth and leaders 
participate in a weekend of mis-
sion, scriptures, art, games, re-
flection, yoga, outreach, worship, 
and friendship.

Church, Mission, Worship and Me?

on the weekend of Febru-
ary 22-24, 29 youth and 
leaders from St. John’s, 

Mount Pearl and Norman’s Cove 
took part in the Church, Mission, 
Worship and Me? youth event.

This great weekend was led by 
Michael Shewburg, minister at Is-
lington United Church in Toronto 
and founder of the Go Project.  
The Go Project gives youth from 
across Canada the chance to serve 
in communities across the country.

Friday’s sessions were held at 
Cochrane Street United Church.  
Worship included the Godly Play 
story The Great Family, sing-
ing and our focus scriptures for 
the weekend the Syrophoenician 
Woman.  The opening presentation 
focused on the work of the Go 
Project. This was followed by a 
group activity using smart phones 
to find images of God.

SUBMITTED BY SUSAN SHEPPARD

• 85 KENMOUNT ROAD • ST JOHN’S, NL • A1B 3N7    
 •  Phone: (709) 726-6990  •  Fax: (709) 726-4003

Toll Free 1.888.241.2647
 •  E-mail: hickmanmotors.stjohns@gm.ca

www.hickmanmotors.stjohns.gm.ca

Susan Sheppard is serving St. James United 
Church and Chair of the East District 

Division of Christian Development.

www.cauls.ca

Event  chal lenges youth and leaders  to 
explore their  fa i th  more deeply

on Saturday morning, we gath-
ered again at Cochrane Street 
Church. Morning prayer involved 
yoga followed by a poem about 
Abram’s reaction to God telling 
him to leave Ur.  “What language 
does God speak to you?” Michael 
asked, leading the group through 
a reflection time on A New Creed.  
The rest of the morning includ-
ed a children’s book called No
Elephants, the spiritual practice of 
deep listening and a time for art 
reflection using paint.  

Following lunch, we walked to 
Gower Street United Church and 
took part in Luv Bombs along 
the way.  Luv Bombs are ways of 
spreading love by placing notes 
under car wipers, holding you are 
loved signs on the side of a busy 
street, giving flowers to passersby 
or buying coffee for a stranger.

Upon reaching Gower Street 
Church, there was more oppor-
tunity for chat and fun as we en-

joyed free-time games, a debrief 
of the Luv Bombs experience and 
the sharing of our art reflections. 

Have you read The Hunger 
Games or seen the movie?  If you 
have, you will have some under-
standing of the game we played 
in dimly lit Gower Street Church.  
Teams were formed and the Hun-
ger Games began with a winner 
declared after an hour of hard 
play. of course, there was a point 
to the game and participants got a 
chance to debrief the social issues 
played out during the game before 
departing for the night.

on Sunday morning, youth 
gathered at Cochrane Street 
Church and First United, Mount 
Pearl to share in leadership of the 
morning worship. 

Thank you to the congregations 
of Cochrane Street Church and 
Gower Street Church.  Also, a big 
thank you to Michael Shewburg 
for challenging youth and leaders 
to explore their faith more deeply.

If you would like to take part 
in future youth events or for 
more information on the Hunger 
Games, contact Susan Sheppard at
susan@stjamesuc.org.
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mendations and actions. We will 
consult with Districts at their Spring 
2013 meetings. This will allow a 
more detailed discussion of our pro-
posed recommendations and actions 
with the delegates from all Pastoral 
Charges/Congregations.

once these consultations have 
taken place, we will refine our recom-
mendations as a basis for developing 
the required action plan.  The action 
plan will include specific information 
on the order and timeframe in which 
actions should be undertaken and 
wherever possible how they can be 
faithfully accommodated in the finan-
cial resources we currently have.

The action plan will be based on: 
our recommendations to date, 
input from the Conference Ex-
ecutive meeting, input from 
the Spring District meetings, 
receipt of financial informa-

tion from General Council Office on 
reductions in the Conference Office 
Grant and the Mission Support Grant, 
consultation on priorities with the 
Council of Finance and Task Group 
on Models of Ministry.

In addition, we will more fully de-
velop the theological justification for 
the proposed action plan. In the Fall 
we will again consult with the Dis-
tricts regarding the draft action plan 
and then present our recommended 
action plan and final report to the 
November 2013 meeting of Confer-
ence Executive for their approval and 
implementation.

If anyone wishes to know more 
about the work of the Task Group, 
please contact any member of the 
group via the Conference Office 
unitedchurch@nfld.net.

have looked at trends in church at-
tendance, church givings and Mis-
sion and Service givings. Also we 
examined trends in Conference, East 
and West District budgets over the 
last twenty years since the Districts 
were established.

The Task Group undertook a two-
day retreat in February to consider 
the feedback we received and draft 
recommendations on potential ac-
tions that Conference and District 
Executives could take.

In commencing this work, we 
developed a theme for our prior-
ity setting: Calling our people back 
to faithfulness & service in all that 
we do. 

At our retreat, we drafted recom-
mendations and actions which could 
be included in the action plan. our rec-
ommendations covered the follow-
ing areas: Congregational Support, 
Stewardship, Allocation of Mission 
and Support Grant Funding, Chap-
laincy, Models of Ministry, Youth 
and Young Adult Ministry, volun-
teers, Conference Office, and Gover-
nance and Strengthening Governance 
Structures. 

We reported on these recommen-
dations to the Conference Executive 
on March 13. The Executive ap-
proved our work to date and sup-
ported the next steps we proposed to 
complete our task for November.

our next steps include requesting 
joint meetings with the Conference 
Council of Finance and the Con-
ference Task Group on Models of 
Ministry as early as possible. Mean-
while we will work on re-ordering 
and cross referencing our recom-

The Task Group on Conference 
Priority Setting was appoint-
ed at the June 2013 meeting 

of Conference. The members of the 
Task Group are: Doreen Barbour, 
Graham Cook, Guy Matthews and 
Roy West (Chair) from East Dis-
trict; Wilson Gonese, Bob Hedges 
and Larry Noseworthy (Secretary) 
from West District and Conference 
staff Roger Janes and Faith 
March-MacCuish.

The primary mandate of the Task 
Group is to set the priorities for the 
Newfoundland and Labrador Confer-
ence for the three-year period 2014 
to 2016 and provide a plan for finan-
cially supporting those priorities for 
the three years. 

The Task Group was asked 
to present an interim report to 
the March meeting of Confer-
ence Executive and its final 
report in November in order that the 
implementation of the action plan 
could commence in 2014. 

The work of the Task Group is 
timely in light of the changes and 
challenges that The United Church of 
Canada is facing and will position our 
Conference to respond to the work of 
the General Council Comprehensive 
Review Committee.

To start undertaking this mandate, 
the Task Group held two teleconfer-
ence meetings in the Fall and devel-
oped a survey which was circulated 
to all Pastoral Charges/Congrega-
tions and the survey was discussed at 
the West and East District meetings 
in october 2012. 

We have received approximately 
70 responses to the survey. Thank 
you to all those who responded. You 
gave us your thoughts on the current 
priorities and a richness of comments 
with which to work. In addition we 

“Calling our people back to faithful-
ness and service in all that we do.”

W h a t  a r e  t h e  P r i o r i t i e s  o f  t h e 
N e w f o u n d l a n d  a n d  L a b r a d o r  C o n f e r e n c e ?

SUBMITTED BY RoY WEST

Dr. Roy West is the Chair of the Task Group on 
Conference Priority Setting and a member of 

Gower Street United Church.
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The latest in the popular Jesus 24/7 
series is an introduction to Christian 
spiritual disciplines and daily prayer 
written for average churchgoers who 
would like to deepen their relationship 
with God.

Archbishop Tutu’s wish is 
that everyone will see they are 
brothers and sisters, no matter 
their way of speaking to God, 
the size of their nose, or the 
shade of their skin. He offers 
the essence of his Ubuntu phi-
losophy, a wisdom so clear that 
even the smallest child can un-
derstand it.

U
ni

te
d 

Ch
ur

ch
 B

oo
k 

St
or

e 
&

 G
ift

s

Leona Laundry
320 Elizabeth Avenue, St. John’s, NL, A1B 1T9

Phone (709) 754-0372, Toll Free (877) 954-0386
ucbookstore@nfld.net

Performance In Preaching:

This book offers a unique study of sermon delivery. 
The authors examine how the sermon can bring God’s 
word to life for the congregation. Included is a DvD 
with three hours of material that complements the text.

God Has No Religion

Break out of your devotional 
comfort zone! These prayers 
urge you to blend religions, 
methods, and prayerware 
(tools used to assist us in 
prayer).

Frances Sheridan Goulart

$21.00 tax incl.

Unexpected Grace: 
Preaching Good News 

From Difficult Text

The Bible is often difficult to com-
prehend for those in the pews. Even 
people who value preaching as an 
important element of their ministry 
are challenged when confronted with 
difficult texts. Brooks welcomes the 
challenge and offers ways to develop 
sermons that allow the good news to 
shine through even the most difficult of 
biblical texts.

The Next Place

Gifts In Open Hands:

Allpricesincludetax

God’s Dream

The Art of Leading Worship

$30.95 tax included

The Worshiping Body:

Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu and Douglas 
Carlton Abrams

A classic, “The Next Place” brings gentle verse 
revealing a safe and welcome destination free 
from earthly hurts and filled with wonder and 
peace. A comforting message of hope and a 
gift of compassion for the bereaved. Exquisite, 
colour illustrations.

$18.95 tax included

$19.50 tax incl.$10.50 tax included

$23.00 tax included

Jesus 24/7:
Guide To 

Spiritual Growth

$20.50 tax included

More Worship Resources for the Global Community

Bringing The Sermon To Life (With DVD)

by Warren Hanson

A wonderful offering for all worship presiders, seminarians, com-
missioned lay clergy, new clergy, and experienced clergy. This book 
is essential reading for anyone interested in how their presence and 
movement make a difference during worship.

by Kimberly Bracken Long

Gifts in Open Hands contains a wealth of multicultural liturgies, prayers, affirmations, blessings, and poetry by 
people from the global community. These pieces can be used in worship and celebration of sacraments, sacred 
seasons, and all other occasions in the life of the church.

by Maren C. Tirabassi and Kathy Wonson Eddy

by David Bruce

by Jana Childers, Clayton J. Schmit

by Gennifer 
Benjamin Brooks

Blending Traditions For Prayer

$29.95 tax included
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