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Eoseo oshibshio were 
the words of welcome 
greeting some 5,000 of 

us at the opening ceremony of 
the 10th assembly of the World 
Council of Churches meeting in 
busan, South Korea, october 30- 
november 8, 2013.

Literally meaning “come 
quickly”, it shows Koreans’ ut-
most hospitable mind and heart 
of welcoming and hosting guests, 
the rev. dr. Kim Sam-Hwan 
shared in his greeting.

Those words were translated 
into exemplary action every mo-
ment of the day, whether we were 
entering the worship room, ask-
ing questions at the hotel, seek-
ing directions, struggling with 
the “won” (Korean currency) or 
wondering what we were eating 
at a meal.  

Soon most of us captured this 
spirit of hospitality and naturally 

bowed with folded hands as we 
met one another.  We experienced 
respectful warmth in the giving 
and receiving.  

i was privileged to be among 
some 60 Canadians and 30 United 
Church participants in attendance, 
the only person from our province.  

The United Church of Canada 
is one of 345 member churches of 
the World Council of Churches, 
ranging from the Methodist, bap-
tist, anglican, Lutheran, Quakers, 
United and Uniting Churches to 
the numerous branches of the or-
thodox Church.  Canada is one of 
100 plus countries where mem-
bers are found.  

a bonus was the invited guests: 
our neighbours from the Jewish, 
Muslim, buddhist and Hindu faith 
communities, with the roman 
Catholics highly visibly as official 
observers and the Salvation army 
as active guest participants.

World Council  of 
Churches

The WCC (founded in 1944) is 
a global community of churches 
and organizations who belong to 
the Christian faith.  It represents 
500 million Christians throughout 
the world. With offices in Geneva, 
Switzerland, it is governed by a 
Central Committee of some 150 
people from different countries 
including Canada. The General 
Assembly meets every 7 years 
and provides a unique space in 
which members can reflect, speak, 
act, worship and work together, 
challenge and support each other, 
share and debate with each other.  
In recent years, a highlight has 
been invited guests from other 
religious faiths such as Jews, 
Muslims, Hindus, and Buddhists. 

Goals include:

 g Visible unity in one faith & one 
Eucharistic fellowship;

 g Serving human need, breaking 
down barriers between people 
seeking justice & peace, & 
upholding the integrity of 
creation;

 g Fostering renewal in unity, 
worship, mission & service.
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From 2008-2011, Street 
reach (a street-based out-
reach service in St. John's) 

served lunch at Gower Street Unit-
ed Church every Wednesday. 

Unfortunately, due to limited 
staff resources, Street reach dis-
continued this lunch program 
in 2011. The loss of the weekly 
lunch program left a gap that 
needed to be filled by other out-
reach partners.

This is where Gower Street 
United Church comes in!

Submitted by Ms. Pat Mercer and Ms. Barb 
Myles, members of Gower Street United 

Church Outreach Committee.

Students and teachers from 
Macdonald Drive Junior High 
prepare and serve at the 
Gower Street Lunch Program.

Outreach

The lunch program was restart-
ed in october 2011 with volun-
teers from churches, businesses, 
schools, law firms, city council-
lors, choirs, retirement groups, 
and individuals serving lunch to as 
many as 100 people weekly.

Volunteer groups pre-
pare the food, serve, chat 
with the clients, and clean up.  
The meals are interesting as 
the various groups bring their 
own creative instincts to 
menu planning. 
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M
od

erator's Visit
Newfoundland & Labrador Conference Visit

October 17-25, 2014

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Gary Paterson, 41st Moderator

Pastoral Charges, outreach Ministries, Conference Gatherings, 
and districts are invited to make requests to host a visit by the Mod-
erator. The Moderator has named the following as a focus for his 
visits to Conferences:  

"In my Conference visits, I have been focusing on the changes that 
are happening to our church in the 21st century… the new realities 
that we are facing, the change in the culture and world around us, and 
how God is in the midst of what we are experiencing. I very much want 
to hear stories from people, from congregations… about the chal-
lenges and hurts they are experiencing… maybe together we share in 
lamentation. I also want to hear the stories of what has been working 
well, the experiments, the new things that they have discerned, that 
they have been exploring. I want to share stories that come from other 
congregations to ensure that all this talk of hope is real and rooted... 
So perhaps one of the things that I can offer is help in looking at how 
change happens and how we participate in the change process."

Gower Street  Lunch Program

Volunteers find the experience 
worthwhile and lots of fun. The 
program has been a great success.

East District
May 23-25, 2014

Cowan Heights United
St. John's

West District
May 30-June 1, 2014

Grace United
Springdale

The Spring Meetings
of the East and West Districts are set:

Summer Camping
It is time to make summer camp 
plans or to perhaps make a 
donation so someone else can 

go to camp this year.  Go to the Conference 
website newlabconf.com for information on all 
three camps in the Newfoundland & Labrador 
Conference:  Burry Heights Camp, Loon Bay 
Camp and Westhaven Camp.
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a typical day, beginning at 8:30 
am and ending at 8:30 pm, con-
sisted of: worship, bible study, 
plenary ses-
sions, ecu-
menical con-
versations or 
workshops, 
b u s i n e s s , 
worship.  

God of Life, 
lead us to 
justice and peace was the overall 
theme prayer of our worship, edu-
cation and commitment as we 
learned about the brokenness 
of the world through statistics, 
personal story, music, drama 
and dance.

Come travel with me through 
words and photos to experience a 
portion of my deep gratitude, joy, 
distress, challenge and hope as i 
immersed myself in 10 days of en-
gagement and enlightenment.  

Come with me 
to the worship 
room with some 
5,000 people in-
vited to say to-
gether the Lord’s 
Prayer “in the lan-
guage closest to 
your heart”.  The 
languages closest 
to our hearts were 
Korean, English, 
French, Spanish, 
Greek, German, 

Marion with colleagues from Zim-
babwe, Uganda and South Africa in 
bible study.

Marion with Justin Welby, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, 
following an ecumenical 
conversation.

Smith Stockley Ltd.
264 LeMarchant Rd.
P.O. Box 1387, Stn. C
St. John’s, NL, A1C 5N5

Phone: 579-0073
Toll Free: 1-800-563-5544
Fax: 579-1437
sales@smithstockley.nf.net

www.smithstockley.nf.net

328 Hamilton Ave. 
St. John’s, NL, A1E 1J9 
(709) 579-6007 

73 Commonwealth Ave.
Mt. Pearl, NL, A1N 1W7
(709) 364-1937 

Fax:  (709) 579-3106 
E-mail: info@barretts.nf.net 

www.barretts.ca

Two Locations:

(Continued from cover)

Submitted by The Very Rev. Dr. 
Marion Pardy, 37th Moderator, The 

United Church of Canada (2000-2003).

Portuguese, arabic, russian, Chi-
nese, Japanese, numerous african 
languages, etc.  add the diversity 
of colour, dress, liturgical robes, 

shapes, siz-
es and ages 
(some 600 
youth were 
there) to the 
chorus of lan-
guages and 

you might cap-
ture my sense 

of awe and “oneness in Christ”.  

i experienced a simi-
lar sense of unity in bible 
study.  any sense of “right 
answer” i might have had 
to a particular passage, 
ranging from the second 
creation story to the story 
of Pentecost, soon evapo-
rated as i engaged with and 
was compelled by a differ-
ent voice to my right or left 
from the Philippines, Zim-

babwe, india, 
brazil, Sweden 
or the USa.

i joined an 
ecumenical con-
versation and 
workshop on 
multi-faith: “re-
ligions work-
ing together for 
peace and jus-
tice” and “Multi-
faith – the new 
ecumenism”.

The Most rev. Justin Welby, 
archbishop of Canterbury, is a 
strong multi-faith proponent.  He 
provided leadership in a multi-
faith panel with Jewish, Muslim, 
Hindu and buddhist colleagues 
to explore the necessity and chal-
lenges of working together.  

The 10th assembly also was a 
time to re-connect with friends and 
colleagues from other countries.  
in the photo below the rev. Etta 
Snow, born in bay roberts and 

f o r m e r 
mission-
ary to 
a n g o l a , 
greets the 
rev. dr. 
augusto 
Chipesse,  
G e n e r a l 
Secretary 
of iECa, 
“ i g r e j a 
Evangeli-

cal Congregacional de angola” 
(Evangelical Congregational 
Church in angola).

We left the World Council of 
Churches 10th assembly with the 
drum-beats of hope booming in 
our ears.  

God of Life, lead us to justice 
and peace.  amen.

Etta Snow and Augusto 
Chipesse.
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We congratulate the rev. 
dr. Morley Hodder on 
receiving a doctor of 

divinity degree (honoris causa) 
at the May 3, 2013 Queen's Col-
lege Convocation.  

This well-deserved honorary 
degree is the nineth honorary de-
gree to be awarded by Queen's 
College, St. John's in its 172-
year history.  

It was very fitting that his life 
partner Vera attended the Convo-
cation with Morley. She has been 
a constant support to Morley's 
ministry throughout his exten-
sive career.  

Many of us throughout the 
newfoundland and Labrador Con-
ference have benefited greatly 
from being a student of Morley's 
at the department of religious 
Studies of Memorial University 
or Queen's College. i personally 
count him as one of my esteemed 
professors, mentor and friend.

rev. Canon dr. Frank Cluett, 
former Provost, Queen's Col-
lege and good friend of Mor-
ley, presented him for the hon-
orary degree.  

dr. Cluett wrote:

"Dr. Hodder is well known 
and well respected throughout 
this province of Newfoundland 
and Labrador.

He achieved greatness, though 
he would neither seek it nor ad-
mit he had achieved it. I am not 
referring to the greatness which 
is achieved by one becoming in-
ternationally renowned. I refer 
instead to the greatness of charac-
ter. This greatness is evident in the 
attitude of respect both for knowl-
edge and for the human person 
with which Dr. Hodder applied 
his learning and skills to the art of 
teaching and living.

In formal education, Dr. Hod-
der completed high school in St. 
John's, then graduated from Mc-
Gill University and United College 
in Montreal and was ordained to 
the ministry of The United Church 
of Canada. 

Having served in several Pasto-
ral Charges, he enrolled at Boston 
University to pursue doctoral stud-
ies. After he had completed these 
studies, he did post-doctoral work 
at the University of Edinburgh. 

G r e a t n e s s  o f  C h a r a c t e r : 
Queen's College honours 

Rev. Dr. Morley Hodder
by William Bartlett

During this time, he accepted an 
appointment to chaplaincy at the 
University of Toronto.  

Anyone familiar with campus 
life is aware of the challenges of 
this position and the patience, 
strength of character and con-
victions which the chaplain 
must possess.  

A testament to the value of Dr. 
Hodder's work is in the fact that he 
was seconded from there to estab-
lish the Department of Religious 
Studies at Memorial University 
and then appointed the first Head 
of the Department.

Those of us who were associ-
ated with him in his work can af-

238 Torbay Road, P.O. Box 1776
St. John’s, Newfoundland, A1C 5P9

Tel: (709) 722-1532
Fax: (709) 722-6612

www.steersinsurance.com 
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firm the respect and humanity 
evident in our interactions with 
him as well as his care and con-
cern for students.

Dr. Hodder exhibit-
ed a greatness of spir-
it and vision in 1982 
when Theological 
Studies were reinsti-
tuted at Queen's Col-
lege after a hiatus of a decade.  In 
fact, that undertaking at Queen's 
College would have been much 
more difficult, if not impossible, 
without Dr. Hodder's support and 
that of his colleagues.  

Contact Conference Office to 
see how you might offer your gifts 
to one of these committees.

Up to and including the actual 
meeting of GC42, lots of effort 
will be needed, lots of work will 
be done, and you probably won't 
look the same for a while.

but the reward is the experi-
ence and insight gained from pre-
paring for a national meeting of 
our church, and the satisfaction 
of being part of a team whose ef-
forts will be appreciated across 
the country.

■ Welcome: doreen barbour and 
Fannie Hudson 

■ Transportation: Gloria Myles 
and Eric Myles 

■ accommodations and Food: 
angela Hann  

■ Care of Participants: Miriam 
bowlby 

■ Tours and Special Events:
Leona Laundry

■ Volunteers: Joan brinston and 
inez Penney

■ Chief Steward: don Case

all of these will be working 
with a great number of other vol-
unteers. Perhaps you would like to 
be among them.

The Corner brook meeting of 
the 42nd General Council 
is fast approaching. Many 

things have to be done in prepa-
ration for such a meeting, and the 
energy and talents of many people 
will be called upon.  

at its March meeting, Con-
ference Executive approved the 
appointment of the following 
persons to constitute the Local ar-
rangements Committee for GC42:

■ Co-Chairs: Linda Stonehouse 
and Kathy brett 

■ Secretary: Lorraine Elliott
■ Treasurer: doreen barbour 

GC42

Experience an opportunity to prepare for a national meeting of our church   

Submitted by Rev. Russell Small, Chair 
of the Connector Editorial Board.

"Those who have been associated with
Dr. Hodder recognize marks of greatness 

in his life and work."

Queen's College and its students 
benefited from Dr. Hodder's great-
ness of spirit and vision. Those 
who have been associated with Dr. 

Hodder recognize these marks of 
greatness in his life and work."

dr. Cluett has elegantly cap-
tured some of the essence of 
this gentle, wise, compassion-
ate man, who has been a friend, 

mentor, minister and teacher to 
many of us.  

i have especially appreciated 
Morley's leadership 
in ecumenical and 
inter-faith dialogue 
and relationships.  

We pray God's 
continued richest 

blessings on Morley and Vera in 
your retirement.

Rev. William Bartlett is blessed to share a friendship 
with Rev. Hodder who is celebrating his 62nd

anniversary of ordination this year.

Benson Buffett, 
one of the lead-
ing law firms in 
Atlantic Canada, 

proud to be serving the Newfoundland 
and Labrador Conference.
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Rev. George Lloyd Morgan 
Collection

These two photographs 
are from the rev. George 
Lloyd Morgan Collection 

held at archives and Special 
Collections, Memorial Univer-
sity of newfoundland. 

one is a portrait of rev. Mor-
gan and the second, we be-
lieve, is the opening of the 
Coughlan United Church in  
Harbour Grace.  

We have little biographical in-
formation on rev. Morgan. We 
know he was born in Port de 
Grave on August 18, 1904. He was 
educated at local school in Port de 
Grave, McGill University where 
he received a bachelor of arts 
degree in 1932 and United Theo-
logical College, Montreal where 
he graduated with a bachelor of 
Divinity in 1934. 

rev. Morgan was ordained at 
George Street United Church, St. 
John’s in 1934 and subsequently 
served as minister at St. anthony 
and Shoal Harbour. He was Secre-
tary of the newfoundland Confer-
ence of the United Church 1948 
and 1949. And he served as Presi-
dent of newfoundland Conference 
of the United Church in 1950. 

In 1950 he was also the Chair of 
the random north board of Edu-
cation and he was a member of the 
board of Governors of the United 
Church College, St. John’s. 

rev. Morgan died in ontario on 
February 5, 1974. 

if anyone has any information 
on rev. Morgan, or if you can iden-
tify the people in the photograph 
of the church opening in Harbour 
Grace, please contact Linda White 
at lindawhite@nl.rogers.com or 
phone 709-579-8283.   

Thanks to rev. russell Small 
for bringing this collection to 
my attention.

Rev. George Lloyd Morgan

A  P i e c e  o f  H i s t o r y

by Linda WHiTE
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as we look at the spring, 
it makes us wonder 
when the real one will 

arrive. We have been having 
extreme winter weather since 
spring began. 

We had such a severe winter 
with lots of snow, ice and very 
cold weather. it’s all God’s doing 
and it’s marvellous in our eyes!

What gives me the joy is that, 
regardless of the extreme 
weather, people are very 
faithful to their church 
and worship services 
have been going ahead 
throughout all winter. 

The work of the church 
is going forward in the West dis-
trict and despite the hardships and 
challenges, people love their God 
and their church. 

a number of pastoral charges, 
especially on the West Coast, have 
no ministers and the Search Com-
mittees are working very hard to 
call ministers. 

at the March meeting of the 
West district Executive, we ap-
proved a good number of Joint 
needs assessments at the same 

We are so thrilled to welcome 
the General Secretary of The 
United Church of Canada  nora 
Sanders to the meetings as our 
Guest Speaker.

The work of our West 
district is going ahead 
well and we appreciate 
the unwavering support 
from staff at the Confer-
ence Office. 

Friends, we continue to serve 
God in the way we are doing as 
we fulfil our calling to do God’s 
work. We are in this work together 
and we are not alone. 

The apostle Paul says in 1 
Thessalonians 5:24: “God who 
called you is faithful, who will 
also do it.”

God bless you all wherever you 
are and the work you are doing to 
serve in God’s vineyard.

Peace!

time declaring the pastoral charg-
es vacant. 

it is my heartfelt prayer that 
all our pastoral charges will find 
ministers to fill their pulpits and 
to continue the ministry they are 
called to fulfil.

We rejoice with pastoral charg-
es which have just called min-
isters, and these are Curling & 
oakland in Corner brook, Lewis-

porte, Channel-Port aux basques, 
Labrador City, Carmanville and 
baie Verte.

We are getting ready for the 
West district meetings on May 
30 to June 1, and these will be 
hosted by the Springdale Pasto-
ral Charge.

on June 1, we will have a Cel-
ebration of Ministries service 
with the ordination, admissions 
and the installation of the new 
Conference President. 

West District Chair
 Message from Rev. Wilson Gonese

"It is my heartfelt prayer that all our 
pastoral charges will find ministers to 

fill their pulpits and to continue the 
ministry they are called to fulfil."

Gardner Coombs
Winsor   Coombs
C h a r t e r e d  a c c o u n t a n t s

59A Lemarchant Rd.
St. John’s, NL
A1C 2G9
T: 709.753.3283
F: 709.753.0707

g c @ g a r d n e r c o o m b s . c a

Proud to be working with the 
Newfoundland and Labrador 
Conference for over 25 years
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  Variety of novelty 
items for year-end 

Sunday School
   

Contact Leona 
for selection

Feisty and Fearless explores the legacy 
of this accomplished and vibrant public 
and religious leader, a woman of firsts 
who shattered the stained-glass ceiling. 

$27.00
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Leona Laundry
320 Elizabeth Avenue, St. John’s, NL, A1B 1T9

Phone (709) 754-0372, Toll Free (877) 954-0386
ucbookstore@nfld.net

F e i s t y  A n d  F e a r l e s s

A Wee Worship Book 
by Iona Community/John Bell

Pastrix: The Cranky, Beautiful 
Faith of a Sinner & Saint

by Ashley-Anne 
Masters,Stacy Smith

A very popular book of nondenominational prayer servic-
es (morning, evening, Holy Communion, healing) from 
the Wild Goose Worship Group of the Iona Community.  
Small selection of music in appendix.

"This highly recommended book is 
an irreverent, funny, and beautifully-
written memoir that strips this faith 
thing down to its bare bones."

Bless Her Heart: Life as 
a Young Clergy Woman

One of the biggest challenges for worship leaders and 
educators is coming up with ideas for including children 
in worship. This book provides a whole year’s worth of 
activities and ideas complete with artwork and visual 
aids (with CD ROM).

Creative Ideas for Children's Worship: 
Based on the Sunday Gospels, Year A

by Janice Meighan

Joan Tessier, author of the very popular books Caring for the Elderly (Worship 
Services for Senior Care Homes) and Putting Loved Ones to Rest (Creative 
Ideas for Funeral Services) has a new book. Weekly Ponderings offers 52 re-
flections that can be enjoyed in a single session, savoured throughout a whole 
year or picked up as a source of occasional insight and encouragement. A 
beautiful gift of art and poetry.                                                           $30.00 tax included

Weekly Ponderings: 

C o m p r i s -
ing essays 
from young 
women cler-
gy, this book 
is a reflection 
on the ev-
eryday reali-

ties of pastoral ministry for 
the young, female profes-
sional. Presenting real-life, 
first-person scenarios from 
young, female pastors in a 
variety of denominations, 
church sizes and ministries, 
this book is intended for 
young women in ministry, 
as well as those considering 
a ministerial calling.

G l i m p s e s  I n t o  t h e  L i f e  o f
L o i s  M .  W i l s o n

$18.95 tax included

Noticing the World Around Us

by Author: Nadia Bolz-Weber

$17.95 tax included Language may be offensive.
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