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T he renovation sounds have 
stopped in the beautiful new 
basement apartment.

All the work is done as we wait anx-
iously and eagerly for our Syrian fam-
ily to arrive.

As the civil war increased and Syrian 
refugees bombarded our television and 
internet news everyday, I could no lon-
ger turn a blind eye and wait for some-
one else to act. 

I knew when I bought this house in 
Lewisporte that God was in the details 
offering blessing after blessing. How 
could I possibly keep those blessings to 
myself?

The space was big enough for me 
and my dog and, with a bit of work, 
the finished basement could be a safe, 
peaceful home for a family running for their lives.

My apartment could be a refuge for refugees who 
needed somewhere to run.

We were elated to hear that the 
Moufleh family was chosen for 
us; Mohamid and Fatimah, along 
with their nine-year-old daughter 
Rayane and seven-year-old son 
Moussa. We know their names 
and love them already.

The quilters went to work 
stitching labours of love and the 
donations started to pour in for 
our family. 

Just as the Moufleh family were 
preparing to leave the Lebanon 
camp and set up home in Lewis-
porte, we were contacted again. 
Could we also take Grandma?

There was a mix up in paper-
work and if we were willing,  
they would like to keep the 
family together. 

We were more than willing and the plans expand-
ed to welcome Nan!

by STepHANIe MCCLeLLAN

C r e a t i n g  Pe a c e  f o r  a  S y r i a n  Fa m i l y

United Church minister renovates her 
Lewisporte home to welcome a refugee family

Renovations are 
complete and the 
apartment in Lew-
isporte is ready to 
welcome a family from 
Syria.

→

Joyful Spirit

May 2016.indd   1 4/8/2016   11:08:14 AM



2     the Connector, May 2016

U n i t e d  C h u r c h  S u m m e r  C a m p i n g

Editor:  Alison Piercey
709-754-0392 
a.piercey@nl.rogers.com

Connector Editorial 
Board: 
Rev. Marilyn Rees, Chair 
Rev. Erasmus Madimbu 

Deadline for next issue: 

May 15, 2016

Connector
the

Publisher: 
Newfoundland and 
Labrador Conference
320 Elizabeth Avenue 
St. John’s, NL, A1B 1T9

A good friend agreed to plan and 
do the work to make my basement 
space into a full apartment and a few 
dedicated volunteers came on board 
to help complete the renovations.

I paid for the renovations as 
an investment in my home and a 
faithful and hard working team 
gathered to rally the town and pre-
pare to welcome the 
family with dona-
tions of furniture, 
food and time.

The committee 
grew in love and 
size when the pen-
tecostal Church in 
Lewisporte decided 
a second family 
should be welcomed 
to make the transi-
tion easier.

One family would not feel so 
isolated on their own. plans to 
welcome a second family are in 
the making.

The Lewisporte Refugee Out-
reach Advisory Committee is a 
community initiative that happens 
to have been initiated by me, a 

United Church minister, but it is 
not specifically a United Church 
opportunity.

Our Advisory Committee is 
thankful for individuals and con-
gregations throughout the New-
foundland and Labrador Confer-
ence who have contributed to the 
caring and welcoming of the fam-

ily in Lewisporte 
because they 
cannot fully sup-
port a family in 
their own com-
munities. They 
also wanted to 
be peacemakers 
in this turbulent 
world.

We are creating 
peace for three 
generations with-

in this one family and for the fu-
ture generations that are born into 
peace here.

We cannot stop the war in Syria, 
but we can offer peace one family 
at a time.

(Continued from cover)

June 2-5, 2016

Creston-Red Harbour, 
Burin and Epworth 
Pastoral Charges

The Spring Meetings
of the Newfoundland 

and Labrador 
Conference, East and 

West Districts:

Rev. Stephanie McClellan 
(r) and Arabic translator, 
Naz Faidullah.

All three United Church camps in the Newfoundland and Labrador 
Conference are looking forward to the 2016 camping season.

The  fo l l ow ing  pages  h i gh l i gh t  Bu r r y  He igh t s ,  Loon  Bay 
and  West  Haven  Un i t ed  Chu r ch  Camps

→

Rev. Stephanie McClellan is ministry 
personnel at St. Matthew's United 

in Lewisporte.
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www.steersinsurance.com www.cauls.ca

We had 
Christmas 
breakfast 
one morn-
ing. We 
had our 
C h r i s t -
mas tree 
decorated, 
C h r i s t -
mas music 
p l a y i n g , 
and Santa 
made a 
special trip 
down from 
the North 
Pole to de-
liver presents to everyone. This is 
Santa with Kadence Taylor.

I had contacted the De-
partment of Forestry to 
see if the water bomber 
could do a fly-by of the 
camp. They did me one 
better; they were practic-
ing maneuvers further up 
on Deer Lake but moved closer to us so we could see 
them. They did about 7 water pick ups and dumps pretty 
close to us. Never dropped the water on us but we could 
feel the mist. Everyone was pretty excited.

Along with the water bomber, the Department of 
Forestry came by with a vintage fire truck and a 
special guest for us to see. They took the kids for 
a nature walk in the woods and taught the kids a 
few things about our environment.

West Haven Camp, located on the shores of Deer Lake in beautiful Pasadena, has been 
operating since 1964. Offering 6 one-week summer camps, West Haven provides a place 
of faith and fun and strives to enhance self-esteem. Campfires, swimming, kayaking, 
canoeing, arts and crafts ... something for all campers ages 8-18. West Haven had a 
wonderful camping season in 2015. Thank you to Alan Taylor for sharing some of these 
special memories.

West Haven Camp

•	 Junior	Teen	(Age	14-15)	July	10-15

•	 Junior	(Age	7-11)	July	17-22

•	 Intermediate	(Age11-13)	July	24-29

•	 Junior	(Age	7-11)	August	7-12

•	 Multiage	(Age	8-15)	August	14-19

•	 Senior	Teen	(Age	15-18)	August19-21

West Haven Camp 2016
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Burry Heights Camp 2016

•	 Junior	(Age	9-11)	June	26-July	1
•	 Intermediate	(Age	12-13)	July	3-8
•	 Teen	(Age	14-15)	July	10-15
•	 Junior	(Age	9-11)	July	17-22
•	 Intermediate	(Age	12-13)	July	24-29
•	 Teen	(Age	14-15)	July	31-August	5
•	 Intermediate	(Age	12-13)	August	7-12
•	 Teen	(Age	14-15)	August	14-19

Linger - One of our 
most treasured tra-
ditions is the singing 
of Linger. Wanting to 
"linger a little lon-
ger" is something all 
of our campers and 
counsellors can un-
derstand!

Burry Heights Camp, located on Salmonier Line since 1981, has seen many campers 
throughout the years. Many return annually and even more send the next generation to 
enjoy the experience of being at Burry Heights. Camp Director Megan Stead is excited 
about the 2016 camping season and is sharing some memories of the fun from 2015. 
Check out the camp at www.burryheights.com for the very latest information.

Floating Dock - 
Last summer, 
one of our for-
mer staff built 
a floating dock 
which has 
added a new 
and fun ele-
ment to swim-
ming sessions!

Clown Worship - Every Thursday, Burry Heights 
is lucky enough to be "visited" by a group of 
travelling Christian Clowns. How they find us is 
always different, but the message of love they 
leave in our hearts is always appreciated.

Special Friend - Thurs-
days are a special day 
at Burry Heights! The 
whole day is planned 
to give our campers 
the BEST DAY before 
they head home on Fri-
day. For Intermediate 

and Teen campers, one of those events is Special 
Friend. Everybody picks a name from a hat and 
makes a present they can bring home to remem-
ber our time together!

Puddle Jumping 
- Even when it 
rains, we can al-
ways find some-
thing exciting to 
do! Even Tooa, 
our beloved 
stuffed hippo, 
gets in on the 
fun!

Burry Heights Camp
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Two Locations:

Loon Bay Camp 2016

•	 Junior	(Age	7-9)	July	3-7

•	 Intermediate	(Age	10-12)	July	10-14

•	 Teen	(Age	13-16)	July	17-21

•	 Junior	(Age	7-9)	July	24-28

•	 Intermediate	(Age	10-12)	July	31-August	4

•	 Teen	(Age	13-16)	August	7-11

Loon Bay Camp has been attracting campers in central Newfoundland since the late 
1950s. This camp is a training ground for leadership development, outdoor experiences 
and deepening faith. Excitement is building for the 2016 camping season where the 
theme is "Jesus is my Superhero". Thank you to Cathi Lewis for sharing highlights of the 
activities from the 2015 camping season ... campfires on the shore, swimming, games, 
talent nights, dancing, singing, crafts, and so much more. 

Loon Bay Camp
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The Lenten season is a time 
of self-examination, spiri-
tual renewal, and growth -- 

a time that invites us to make our 

hearts ready for remembering Je-
sus’ passion and celebrating Jesus’ 
resurrection.

However, in the Fortune-Grand 
bank area, Lent becomes ex-
tra special when all denomina-
tions look forward to journeying 
through Lent together.

It was absolutely wonderful as 
approximately 200 worshippers 
gathered each Thursday at noon to 
share in worship with the clergy of 
the southern burin peninsula min-

• 85 KeNMOUNT ROAD • ST JOHN’S, NL • A1b 3N7    
 •  phone: (709) 726-6990  •  Fax: (709) 726-4003

Toll Free 1.888.241.2647
 •  e-mail: hickmanmotors.stjohns@gm.ca

www.hickmanmotors.stjohns.gm.ca

Safety Training Our Priority
www.safetytrainingnl.ca

James Pike, Owner/Operator

Inc. 

P.O. Box 149
105 Conception Bay Hwy.

Holyrood, NL, A0A 2R0

Tel: (709) 229-1918
Cell: (709) 763-7867
jim@safetytrainingnl.ca

authorized distributor for

and its desire to reach out beyond 
its walls to all.

These Lenten services strive 
to embody the Church as 'koino-
nia' – gathering in fellowship and 
communion, amid the rich variety 
of ways each denomination has of 
expressing its Christian faith.

All who worship and gather 
during these Lenten gatherings 
leave with a feeling of not only 
being “spiritually and physically 
fed” but enriched and uplifted for 
the Lenten Journey. 

isterial (Anglican, United, Salva-
tion Army & pentecost). 

This year the Salvation Army 
church was the worship location. 

Last year Fortune 
United hosted the ser-
vices for the six-week 
journey.

It seems 
as if this 
seven-year 
L e n t e n 
w o r s h i p 
t r a d i t i o n 
has in-
creasingly 

gained momentum; 
gathering larger con-
gregations annually. 

The luncheon gath-
ering following the worship ac-
commodates those who are work-
ing. The complimentary lunch 
(soup and sandwiches) is a time to 
connect in community.

And to those within the sur-
rounding communities, it ac-
knowledges the Church’s presence 

O u r  E c u m e n i c a l  L e n t e n  J o u r n e y
Lu n c h - t i m e  s e r v i c e s  d u r i n g  t h e  s i x  we e k s  o f 
Lent  attrac ts  many worshippers  on the southern
Bur in  Peninsula 

Rev. Marilyn Rees is ministry 
personnel at Fortune Pastoral Charge.

by MARILyN ReeS

Church members Jake Weymouth 
and Tom Douglas helped set up for 
lunches.

The lunch offered to worshippers 
following each Lenten service was a 
convenience to those working.

May 2016.indd   6 4/8/2016   11:08:30 AM



     the Connector, May 2016     7

Over the past years, there has been discussions and progress on 
how denominations can collaborate in providing chaplaincy 
services to patients in St. John's hospitals.

The significant increase in the willingness to collaborate, and  
positive responses from patients and families, initiated a pilot proj-
ect in the fall of 2014 for a shared on-call chaplaincy initiative.

A memorandum-of-understanding was signed by denominational 
representatives on January 19, 2016 for on-call chaplain collabora-
tion between the Anglican, Roman Catholic, Salvation Army and 
United Churches.

This collaboration will ensure efficient and effective pastoral ser-
vices and spiritual care from on-call chaplains at the General Hospi-
tal, Janeway Hospital, Miller Centre, St. Clare's Mercy Hospital and 
Waterford Hospital.

w c c p a . c a

P r o u d  t o  b e  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e 
N e w f o u n d l a n d  a n d  L a b r a d o r 
C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  o v e r  2 5  y e a r s

Shared Ministry
United Church in collaboration with other 

denominations for on-call chaplaincy

Denominational representatives signed the On-Call Chaplain-
cy Agreement on January 19, 2016. (l-r) Rev. Faith March- 
MacCuish (United), Major Barry Gray, (Salvation Army), Rev. Dr. 
Jacintha Penney (Eastern Region Integrated Health Authority), 
Father Joseph Barton (Roman Catholic) and Father John Courage 
(Anglican).

Conference Executive 
April 13, 2016 

November 16, 2016 

West District Executive
May 11, 2016 
June 15, 2016 

East District Executive
May 18, 2016 
June 22, 2016 

Camping Sunday
April 24, 2016 

Leadership Workshop
April 26-27, 2016 

John Dominic Crossan
Lecture Series 

May 13-15, 2016 
 

Conference Spring Meeting 
Youth Forum 

Children at Conference 
June 2-5, 2016 

The Trail of the Caribou
Patriotic Tour 

June 25-July 4, 2016 

New Clergy Orientation
September 19-21, 2016 

Clergy Retreat
October 26-28, 2016 

Fall Learning Event
October 28-30, 2016

What’s	
Happening?
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Leona Laundry
320 Elizabeth Avenue, St. John’s, NL, A1B 1T9

Phone (709) 754-0372, Toll Free (877) 954-0386
ucbookstore@nfld.net

O f f  t o  a  G o o d  S t a r t

Connecting 
with People 

through 
Websites, 

Social 
Media, and 

More

Will you give the devotion at the 
beginning of the meeting? With this 
book, you can confidently answer 
.. yes! Inside are 24 openers with 
a scripture, prayer, reflection, 
questions, and a simple activity.

Crossan shows us how the parables present throughout the New Testament not 
only reveal what Jesus wanted to teach but also provide the key for explaining 
how the Gospels’ writers sought to explain the Prophet of Nazareth to the world.

John Dominic Crossan

Openers and Prayers for 
Church Meetings

$9.95 tax incl.

by David Sparkes

$20.95 tax incl.

The Greatest Prayer: Rediscovering the Revolutionary 
Message of The Lord's Prayer

In The Greatest Prayer, foremost historical Jesus scholar 
John Dominic Crossan, bestselling author of Historical Jesus 
and Jesus: A Revolutionary Biography, intimately explores the 
revolutionary meaning of the cornerstone of Christian faith: The 
Lord's Prayer.

$31.90 tax incl.

Web-Empowered Ministry

F l y  W h i l e  Y o u  S t i l l  H a v e  W i n g s :
A n d  O t h e r  L e s s o n s  M y  R e s i l i e n t  M o t h e r  Ta u g h t  M e

b y  J o y c e  R u p p

The Power of Parable: How Fiction by Jesus Became Fiction about Jesus

In this heartfelt memoir about her mother Hilda's final years, Joyce 
Rupp shares the lessons her mother taught her, especially to “fly while 
you still have wings.” Hilda lived a life of hard labour and constant 
responsibility.
Rupp shows how the difficulties of her mother's early years and family 
life, including the loss of a 23-year-old son, forged a resilience that 

guided her through the illnesses and losses she faced in later years. 
Rupp begins each chapter with a meditative poem that captures the essence of each stage 
in the journey. Her unfailing candor and profound faith illumine this story of a mother and 
daughter with a universal spirit of hope, reconciliation, and peace.
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