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To the sad sound of a tolling bell, family 
members came forward to light a candle in 
memory of loved ones that were lost at sea 

and also to remember those who still challenge the 
ocean to provide for their families.

The occasion was the 
annual Seamen's Me-
morial Service which 
was held at the United 
Church in Grand Bank 
on February 19. It is 
fitting that for many 
years this service has 
taken place during the 
month of February as 
this month's stormy win-
ter weather is a painful 
reminder of two of the 
major tragedies that this 
town endured nearly 60 
years ago.

It was on February 9, 1959, that the ice-laden 
local side trawler "Blue Wave" capsized and sank 
carrying her 16-man crew to a watery grave. Just 

seven years later, on February 18, 1966, a similarly 
designed steel ship from the Bonavista Cold Stor-
age Co. fleet, the "Blue Mist", met the same fate in 
the Gulf of St. Lawrence, another victim of savage 
wintry weather. The "Mist" carried a crew of 13.

The 29 men from 
this area who were lost, 
when the two local side 
trawlers sank, left be-
hind a total of 98 de-
pendents; widows and 
children.  Records kept 
over the past 200 years 
show that in total, there 
have been more than 
300 men lost on ships 
that have sailed out of 
Grand Bank.

Nearly all of the peo-
ple who attend the an-
nual Seamen's Memo-

rial Service have been touched directly or indirectly 
by the loss of someone at sea.  Emotions and pain-
ful memories resurface as children and wives who 

Fo r  W h o m  t h e  B e l l  To l l s
Annual Seamen's Memorial Service held at Grand Bank United

The annual Seamen's Memorial Service was held 
in the United Church at Grand Bank on 
February 19, 2017.
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erator's Visit
Newfoundland & Labrador Conference 

Moderator's Official Visit
October 12-18, 2017

the Right Rev. 
Jordan Cantwell, 
42nd Moderator
of the United 
Church of Canada

Plans are underway for the 
official visit of the 42nd Mod-
erator of the United Church of 
Canada to the newfoundland 
and labrador Conference.  

Q: Our minister has left for another church 
and we are searching for a new one, but 
our website has lots of pictures of our for-
mer minister at gatherings and many of 
her sermons. Should we take it all down?

A: Some of that depends on whether or not 
the parting was amicable. I'd suggest you 
take off the sermons and load any recent 
ones from guest preachers or lay leaders. 

As for group shots where the minister 
appears, I wouldn't rush to replace them 
as they show the congregation and are 
good advertising. But you should also try 
to keep the site current, so upload pictures 
from recent events and gradually replace 
the old with the new. A prospective minister 
will want to see that you are still an active 
congregation during this transition.

T h e  C h u r c h  i n  t h e  D i g i t a l  A g e
T h e  C o n n e c t o r ' s  t e c h n o l o g y  c o l u m n 

Bits & Bytes:

Thank you to Catherine Rodd, Executive Director of 
Communications for the United Church's General Council Office.

May 26-28, 2017
Memorial United Church & Joe Byrne Memorial Arena, Grand Falls-Windsor

Spring Meeting of the Newfoundland and Labrador Conference, 
East and West Districts, Youth at Conference and Children at Conference 

Stay tuned for the schedule of  
the Moderator's visit.
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were left behind still try to come 
to grips  with that fateful day that 
changed their lives forever.

Grand Bank's deputy-mayor 
Clayton Welsh was only five years 
old when his father was washed 
overboard in January 1955, from 
the schooner "Pauline C. Winters".  
His earliest memory is of "people 
crying in our house". He was to 
start school in September of that 
year and his father had promised 
he would bring him back a book-
bag from Halifax.

Clayton recounted for those in 
attendance his disappointment  
that "I wouldn't be getting my new 

book-bag"; but in no time local 
businessman Harry Grandy went 
to his store and promptly returned 
with a replacement school bag for 
the upset five year old. Needless 
to say Harry Grandy always held 
a special place in the hearts of the 
Welsh family.

Still, Clayton Welsh counts 
himself as one of the more fortu-
nate children who was left with-
out a father at a very young age. 
"My mom, my brother and I lived 
with my grandfather, Thomas B. 
Welsh, a sea captain who was a 
widower.  In reality he became 
my father."

Some 250 
people were 
in attendance 
at this year's 
ecumenical ser-
vice along with 
members of the 
local Sea Cadet 
Corps and mem-
bers of the Heri-
tage Society. 
Burin Peninsula 
MHAs Carole 
Anne Haley and 
Mark Browne 
were also pres-
ent as well as 
clergy from 
several other 
churches. The 
collection at the 

service was donated to the Mari-
ners' Memorial Fund.

"The sea is a remote and hid-
den place" was the theme of the 
message delivered by Rev. Rick 
Marsh. The United Church min-
ister, who himself was an expe-
rienced fisherman before being 
ordained at the age of 52, can re-
late to "those in peril on the sea" 
and the challenges our people face 
"once they leave the harbour".

After serving the Grand Bank 
congregation for six years, Rev. 
Marsh will be leaving in July as he 
has accepted a new charge at Fort 
St. John, British Columbia.

Allan Stoodley resides at Grand 
Bank. He welcomes comments 
on this or any other article he 
has written. He can be reached at 
amstoodley@hotmail.com.

~ Article and photographs 
submitted by Mr. Allan Stoodley.

Family members came forward to light a candle in 
memory of loved ones who lost their lives at sea 
including (L-R) Mae Myles (nee Ralph) who lost her 
father, Captain John Ralph, when she was still a 
teenager; Betty Dolimount  (nee English) was only 
six years old when her father, Joseph English, was 
washed off the deck of a schooner and drowned; 
Mary-Lou Buffett (nee Baker-Vincent) and Joyce 
Rogers (nee Bonnell) both lost their husbands, 
Clyde Vincent and Graham Rogers, when the trawl-
er "Blue Mist" sank in 1966.

Rev. Rick Marsh 
of the Grand Bank 
Pastoral Charge.
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U n i t e d  C h u r c h  S u m m e r  C a m p i n g
All three United Church camps in the Newfoundland and Labrador 

Conference are looking forward to the 2017 camping season.

Bur r y  He igh t s ,  Loon  Bay 
and  West  Haven  Un i t ed  Chu r ch  Camps

West Haven Camp, located 
on the shores of deer lake in 
beautiful Pasadena, has been 
operating since 1964. offering 
6 one-week summer camps, 
West Haven provides a place 
of faith and fun and strives to 
enhance self-esteem. Camp-
fires, swimming, kayaking, 
canoeing, arts and crafts ... 
something for all campers 
ages 7-18. 

West Haven Camp

•	 Junior Teen (Age 14-15) July 9-14

•	 Junior (Age 7-11) July 16-21

•	 Intermediate (Age11-13) July 23-28

•	 Junior (Age 7-11) August 6-11

•	 Intermediate (Age11-13) August 13-18

•	 Senior Teen (Age 15-18) August18-20

West Haven Schedule 2017

84 LeMarchant Road, St. John’s
Piperstock Hill, Torbay

P.O. Box 2117, St. John’s, NL  A1C 5R6
PHONE 753-6845 office@cauls.ca
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P r o u d  t o  b e  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e 
N e w f o u n d l a n d  a n d  L a b r a d o r 
C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  o v e r  2 5  y e a r s

Loon Bay Schedule 2017

•	 Junior (Age 7-9) July 2-6

•	 Intermediate (Age 10-12) July 9-13

•	 Teen (Age 13-16) July 16-20

•	 Junior (Age 7-9) July 23-27

•	 Intermediate (Age 10-12) July 30-August 3

•	 Teen (Age 13-16) August 6-10

loon Bay Camp has been attracting 
campers in central newfoundland 
since the late 1950s. this camp 
is a training ground for leadership 
development, outdoor experiences 
and deepening faith. excitement 
is building for the 2017 camping 
season ... campfires on the shore, 
swimming, games, talent nights, 
dancing, singing, crafts, and so 
much more. this summer's theme 
is "love your #Selfie".

Loon Bay Camp

Burry Heights Schedule 2017

•	 CIT Training June 22-June 24
•	 Junior (Age 9-11) June 25-June 30
•	 Intermediate (Age 11-13) July 2-7
•	 Teen (Age 14-15) July 9-14
•	 Junior (Age 9-11) July 16-21
•	 Intermediate (Age 11-13) July 23-28
•	 Teen (Age 14-15) July 30-August 4
•	 Intermediate (Age 11-13) August 6-11
•	 Teen (Age 14-15) August 13-18

Burry Heights Camp, located on 
Salmonier line since 1981, has 
seen many campers throughout 
the years. Many return annually 
and even more send the next 
generation to enjoy the experience 
of being at Burry Heights. 
Registration (with the addition 
of credit card payments) will be 
available at www.burryheights.
com in May. this summer, 11 year 
olds can register for Intermediate 
Camps on a trial basis.

Burry Heights Camp
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DO YOU WANT TO KNOW THE SECRET of how to improve your 
church’s stewardship and grow generosity? It is simple really.  Well, in 
theory it is simple. In practice, it may mean that we have to let go a few 
bad habits … and find the courage to ask for money!  Ok, simple yes …. 
easy no. But do you know what? We can do this!  

Don’t waste your precious time and energy
The single best advice I give to pastoral charges wanting to improve their 
financial stewardship is this: forget about the money and focus on your 
mission. It may seem counter intuitive, but it really works.  The truth is no 
amount of worry is going to change our financial situation. Indeed, more 
often than not, worry and a focus on the “bottom line” is leading us to in-
action. If we are “frozen” and doing nothing new to change the situation, 
or if we are focused on merely surviving another year, or we find ourselves 
annually ramping up our fundraising efforts to make ends meet, then we 
may be on a path to even more serious financial distress. Further, we are 
probably wearing ourselves out in the process – body and soul! How can 
we attract new folks to our church and involve them in ministry if they 
see us as overworked, frustrated and despairing Christians? Who wants to 
join this church? 

Getting back to the basics
I sincerely believe that I am Christian today, over 2,000 years after Jesus' 
death and resurrection, in a place far away from Israel, because of the pas-
sion, energy and mission focus of those early Christians. They not only 
had faith, but they lived out their faith with such passion and commitment 
that others took notice. People of their day thought, “These people are 
willing to give up all they own to follow this Jesus. They are willing to 
even die for this faith. How can I be a part of something that incredible?” 
Those early followers focused not on building and maintaining structures 
and property, their goal was to make a difference in people’s lives, in Je-
sus’ name. This, I think, needs to be our starting place. 

Focus on your mission
In his book, Not Your Parents’ Offering Plate, author and stewardship con-
sultant J. Clif Christopher shares the number one reason people give to the 
church – Belief in the Mission. 

People contribute to the church 
because they believe that we make 
a difference in the lives of others 
in Jesus’ name. They give to us be-
cause the church has a good repu-
tation, and because they see giving 
as a part of living their faith. There-
fore, to maintain and grow givings 
we have to focus on our mission. 
We need to stop spending so much 
time and energy on finances and 
fundraising, and concentrate on 
clarifying, communicating and liv-
ing out our mission.

Barb Fullerton, in her doctoral re-
search on best stewardship practices 
within the United Church, confirms 
Christopher’s assertion. Those pas-
toral charges that have a clear state-
ment of mission, and update it regu-
larly, have higher per-capita givings 
than those who do not.

Recently I read a book by John 
Pentland called Fishing Tips. 

T h e  S e c r e t  t o 
G o o d  S t e w a r d s h i p

R e v.  R o g e r  J a n e s ,  U n i te d 
Church Stewardship & Gi f ts 
O ff icer,  At lant ic  Region

328 Hamilton Ave. 
St. John’s, NL, A1E 1J9 
(709) 579-6007 

73 Commonwealth Ave.
Mt. Pearl, NL, A1N 1W7
(709) 364-1937 

Fax:  (709) 579-3106 
E-mail: info@barretts.nf.net 

www.barretts.ca

Two Locations:

Smith Stockley Ltd.
264 LeMarchant Rd.
P.O. Box 1387, Stn. C
St. John’s, NL, A1C 5N5

Phone: 579-0073
Toll Free: 1-800-563-5544
Fax: 579-1437
sales@smithstockley.nf.net

www.smithstockley.nf.net
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• 85 KENMOUNT ROAD • ST JOHN’S, NL • A1B 3N7    
 •  Phone: (709) 726-6990  •  Fax: (709) 726-4003

Toll Free 1.888.241.2647
 •  E-mail: hickmanmotors.stjohns@gm.ca

www.hickmanmotors.stjohns.gm.ca

East District Executive 
May 3, 2017           
June 20, 2017 

West District Executive 
May 10, 2017         
June 14, 2017

Conference Executive 
November 15, 2017 

Conference                
Spring Meeting       

Youth at Conference 
Children at Conference 

May 26-28, 2017

National Aboriginal Day 
June 21, 2017            

UCW 55th Anniversary 
Celebration

July 10-14, 2017 

UCW Annual Retreat        
September 8-9, 2017  

Moderator's Visit     
October 12-18, 2017  

Clergy Retreat 
October 11-13, 2017      

Fall Learning Event 
October 13-15, 2017

What’s 
Happening? 

John is a minister at Hillhurst 
United in Calgary. Here is a congre-
gation that has an incredible and ever 
expanding ministry. They are seen 
as a vibrant place of ministry where 
people are daily given opportunities 
to live out their faith. They have no 
problem with finances and are grow-
ing their ministry all the time. For 
instance, in 1994 they had a budget 
of $120,000. Eleven years later their 
budget was $857,000! That is more 
than a seven-fold increase! 

We in Atlantic Canada could dis-
count this story and say, sure but they 
are in a prosperous big city! The truth 
is we too can grow our ministry and 
our givings. You see, Hillhurst’s suc-
cess comes from their openness to cre-
ativity and change, and their incred-
ible focus on mission. Their members 
know what their mission is. So does 
the neighbourhood and surrounding 
city. It is simply this: “radical hospi-
tality, spiritual nurture and social jus-
tice”. These three values inform, give 
focus, and challenge everything they 
do as a congregation. It is this vision 
and mission that motivates people to 
participate and give generously.

What is our mission?
So what is your congregation’s mis-
sion? Do the members of your con-
gregation know what it is? Do you 
discuss and pray about it regularly? 
Does your mission inform your min-
istry and future vision?  Do people 
from the surrounding community 
know what it is you are about? If the 
answer to any of these questions is 
no … maybe that is a starting place.  

There is truth to the idea that our 
mission is that which we spend our 
time, energy and focus on. In our 
congregations today what is our fo-
cus? Is it on the budget? If so then 
maybe we have been unintentionally 
communicating to people that our 
vision as a congregation is to meet 
the budget! Unfortunately, meeting 
a budget is probably only motivating 
to the small circle of very commit-
ted members of our congregations. 
Everyone else may be giving their 
extra, and living out their faith, by 
giving to another charity!

Don’t be afraid to ask!
Once we focus on the mission, and 
come to really get excited about it, 
we should have a lot less trouble ask-
ing our members for money to sup-
port that mission. Friends, we are 
doing God’s work. God is calling us 
to make a difference. We need sup-
port to grow that mission. We need 
to ask. We can’t assume that people 
feel that they are being asked unless 
our ask is clear and direct. Research 
indicates that 8 out of 10 people who 
are asked give.  

Resources
These days the United Church is 
producing good resources on how to 
motivate people to more fully partici-
pate in your congregation’s ministry. 
We are teaching one another how to 
focus on mission and how to ask for 
money and volunteers for that mis-
sion. The congregational resource 
Salt & Light is a good place to start. 
Talk to me about resources. Or invite 
me to do a workshop in your area.

Safety Training Our Priority
www.safetytrainingnl.ca

James Pike, Owner/Operator

Inc. 

P.O. Box 149
105 Conception Bay Hwy.

Holyrood, NL, A0A 2R0

Tel: (709) 229-1918
Cell: (709) 763-7867
jim@safetytrainingnl.ca

authorized distributor for
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Leona Laundry
320 Elizabeth Avenue, St. John’s, NL, A1B 1T9

Phone (709) 754-0372, Toll Free (877) 954-0386
ucbookstore@nfld.net

  ESV Baby 
New Testament 
with Psalms and 

Proverbs

   

                    Leather bound   
                   $11.95 tax incl.

In this collection of essays, prayers, and meditations, 
Diana Hayes lays the foundation of womanist 
spirituality in the lived faith and struggles of African 
American women. $32.95 tax incl.

N o  C r y s t a l  S t a i r 
W o m a n i s t  S p i r i t u a l i t y

Water Bugs and Dragonflies 
Explaining Death to Young Children

Growing Older, Thinking Younger

Gifts Items

A perennial best seller with over 
150,000 copies printed. Available in 
a deluxe gift edition, colouring book 
and soft cover book that is set in large 
type so that young readers can enjoy 
it themselves

How might the church change as baby 
boomers age? The author explores this 
generation that redefines what it means 
to age gracefully. Discover what successful 
ministry with aging boomers looks like. 
You will learn how your church can reach 
out to this large segment of society and 
adapt to their needs as they move into 
retirement.

Amazing Grace for a 
Woman's Heart

Bible Activity 
& 

Colouring Book

by Diana L. Hayes

Drawing on the insights of the Bible and the wisdom of his rich pastoral 
experience, Richard Morgan is an inspiration and guide for both the dy-
ing and those who care for them. This book offers practical suggestions 
about how to talk about extremely personal and profound issues in the 
last phase of life.                 $19.95 tax included

At the Edge of Life 

Beautiful gift items in this 
line include jute tote bag 
with handles and a wide 
bottom, ceramic mug with 
Ephesians 2:8, Grace…
It is the gift of God, devo-
tion book & pen set with 
5 easy-to-read, relevant, 
thought-provoking devo-
tions for each week and 
key chain featuring two 
mirrors. Contact Leona for 
more information.

M i n i s t r y  w i t h  B o o m e r s

$4.95 tax included

Conversations When Death is Near

$5.95 tax incl.

by H. Keith Haemmelmann

$26.00 tax incl.

$8.15 tax incl.
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