
 E • C R •  B

Destination Greenbelt - A Pilgrimage

Connector
East & West Districts

Newfoundland & Labrador Conference

the
      November 2013, Volume 22, No. 6

In this 
issue:

submitted by miriam bowlby, rob mclennan and susan sheppard

Continued on page 2

pilgrimage is not a word that is used much 
these days but 114 members of the united 
church of canada, along with our modera-

tor, the right rev. Gary paterson, did just that. 

most of the time a pilgrimage is to a known des-
tination like a shrine or special holy place. this 
pilgrimage was not typical because it was a jour-
ney into the unknown. Four people went on the 
pilgrimage from the newfoundland and labrador 
conference. From west district: sharon earle-
marshall. From east district: miriam bowlby, rob 
mclennan and susan sheppard.

where did the idea of a pilgrimage 
come from? in 2012, a small group 
from the united church’s edGe net-
work for new ministry development 
attended the 39th Greenbelt Festival. 
their enthusiasm for the event spread 
to moderator paterson and soon a pro-
posal was in place to gather 100 unit-
ed church personnel from across the 
country (50 under the age of 40 and 
50 over 40). 

the dream became a reality and 
participants were selected. before 
leaving canada, participants met to-
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gether in cohorts of eight via the internet to prepare 
for the pilgrimage. 

none of us knew exactly what we were getting into. 
all we knew for sure was that Greenbelt is a huge fes-
tival where arts, justice and religion meet. it happens 
every year in england, drawing 20,000 people. but 
what exactly did this mean?

most pilgrims arrived in cheltenham, england 
on august 21 and stayed at the cheltenham ladies 
college. this was a chance to get settled, adjust to 

the time change, do a little touring, 
meet up with former classmates and 
colleagues as well as put a face with 
the voices you had been talking 
with online. 

on Friday, august 23, our mission 
was revealed, so to speak, as the whole 
group of united church pilgrims met 
at st. andrew’s united reformed 
church with our moderator. we sang, 
prayed and reflected on what we hoped 
to gain from this experience.

after this gathering, we were sent 
off to the cheltenham race course to 
take in whatever interested us at the 
festival for the rest of the weekend. 

Miriam, Rob and Susan 
begin their first day at 
Greenbelt.

Ministry leaders from Newfoundland and Labrador 
Conference share their experiences of Greenbelt
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pictures of former Greenbelts 
cannot prepare you for the real 
thing. 

the venue is huge with big top 
tents, all types of food vendors, 
worship spaces, stages, interna-
tional crafts and fair trade booths, 
tea tents and the pub aptly named 
The Jesus Arms. 

The infield and the surround-
ing fields were a sea of tents and 
campers where most festival goers 
were staying. 

there was music everywhere 
from Jazz worship in the big top 
to the london community Gospel 
choir on the main stage to individ-
ual local musicians on the many 
smaller stages.

Greenbelt is an event for all 
ages from infants to seniors. there 
is something for everyone’s taste 
in worship, music, art, theology.

there were children, family 
and youth events all the time. you 
could begin your day with astanga 
yoga, go to Quaker meeting wor-
ship at 9, take part in communion 
with several thousand festival go-
ers at 10:30 and attend u2charist, 
taize, eucharist of the divine 
Feminine, les miserables mass or 
Jazz church throughout the rest of 
the day.

you could attend workshops in 
painting, dancing, singing, writ-
ing, drumming or attend lectures 

by leading theologians such as 
barbara brown taylor and peter 
rollins.

if you were in the mood for 
something less serious, there were 
comedy shows and plays through-
out the weekend. 

not one of the 114 united 
church pilgrims had the same 
Greenbelt experience as we went 
our separate ways to, as the mod-
erator said, “gather pollen to make 
new honey". 

here are three Greenbelt 
experiences …

Forest Church in The Grove
by Susan Sheppard

on the far side of the race 
course, near the campground, 
was a worship area known as 
The Grove. 

you could easily miss it as it was 
marked only by a ring of stones on 
the ground with four garden arches 
facing the compass points.  in fact, 
it wasn't even on the venue map. 

This is where I spent a signifi-
cant part of my Greenbelt time.

The Grove was the Forest 
church venue where we explored 
God in nature through meditation, 
song, nature connection games, 
drumming, storytelling and prayer. 

Forest church draws on the an-
cient practices of both celtic and 
christian traditions and weaves 
them into a unique expression of 

The Big Top – one of the many 
venues at Greenbelt.

United Church pilgrims met at St. 
Andrew's United Reform Church.

Continued on page 3
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Renewed by the Pilgrimage 
by Miriam Bowlby

i was in my car ready to go 
when my son will comes running 
out of the house, hands me his red 
hat and says, “here mommy, take 
this. you can cuddle it while you 
are gone so you won’t miss me.”

with his hat in hand, i headed 
to the 
airport 
t ak ing 
w i t h 
me a 
p i e c e 
o f 
h o m e 
a n d 
hoping 
w h e n 
the hat and i returned, i’d 
be changed; renewed by the 
pilgrimage. 

moments that stand out for me 
are moving on the sunday morn-
ing from the quiet of a Quaker 
worship where we sit in silence 
and wait for the spirit to a worship 
with 20,000 to share the bread 
and wine filling me with renewed 
commitment to the body of christ. 

the dance workshop that re-
minded me that we praise God not 
just with our minds and hearts but 
with our bodies. 

the inspiring speakers who re-
minded me that the church does 
not just live in a building but the 
church is wherever God’s people 
gather and wherever people are 
caring for others. 

there were many other mo-
ments just like this. i took a 
piece of home with me, but i also 
brought home a piece of Green-
belt. thank you to all who made 
it possible. 

epic, immense, grand, and in-
spiring are apt terms that come to 
mind when reflecting on the pil-
grimage that was and is.

Was in that the time spent to-
gether at a race track in england 
is over but in many ways the be-
ginning of the moderator’s hope 
and expectations of Greenbelt.

Is in that those exposed to 
the ideas, theology, music, art, 
discussions, food, worship and 
fellowship would somehow be 
forever changed by their individ-
ual and collective experience and 
charged with sharing as much as 
possible with those at home.  

with woodstock-era begin-
nings, the 40th anniversary of 
Greenbelt was well organized, 
easily navigated and simple for 
all its history, grandeur, breadth 
and depth.  

worship and communion with 
thousands, the london Gospel 
community choir belting out 
Amazing Grace, iona communi-
ty theologian John bell’s discus-
sions of power and a big top tent 
filled with people singing famil-
iar songs of praise while hoisting 
a mug of beer or cider were some 
of the threads that continue to 
resonate with me.  

20,000 pilgrims in attendance, 
each with a completely unique 
yet shared Greenbelt experience 
would suggest that church can 
be fluid as it adapts to the needs 
of its congregants in a 21st cen-
tury faith context.

Rev. Miriam Bowlby is the Minister at Cochrane Street 
United Church, Rob McLennan works with Stella Burry 

Community Services and Susan Sheppard is a 
Designated Lay Minister at St. James United Church. 

faith which appeals to both the 
religious and the spiritual. 

an often quoted line at The 
Grove was John muir’s “i’d rather 
be in the mountains thinking about 
God than in church thinking about 
the mountains.” 

i've felt a pull towards wor-
ship away from the constraints 
of buildings for a long time, from 
celebrating the summer solstice 
with the all native circle partici-
pants on the lawns of emmanuel 
college to Go project worships 
on middle cove beach to winter 
solstice services under the stars. 

the workshops at Greenbelt 
have given me tools to help de-
velop this aspect of my ministry.

My Experience of Greenbelt 
by Rob McLennan

Greenbelt, a four-day festival 
some 3,600 kilometres from my 
home that brought united church 
ministry leaders together was a 
site to behold: a conference, fes-
tival and faith community rolled 
into one.  

Decorating The Grove with 
greenery and ribbons during the 
opening worship. A piece of New-
foundland Tartan was added.

Moderator Gary Pater-
son and Miriam Bowl-
by  share some time at 
Greenbelt.

A gathering of 15,000 people for worship and communion.
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Nancy Emberley is the Coordinator for Deaf  
Ministry in Newfoundland and  Labrador and can be 

contacted at snemberley@nl.rogers.com.

the united church, through 
its mission and service 
Fund, has been supporting 

deaf ministry in newfoundland 
and labrador for many years.

this pastoral ministry to the 
deaf is supported and funded by 
five denominations in Newfound-
land and labrador: anglican, 
pentecostal assemblies, roman 
catholic, salvation army and 
united church. 

D e a f  M i n i s t r y : 
O p e n i n g  o u r  h e a r t s  f o r 
m e a n i n g f u l  w o r s h i p  
by Nancy Emberley

through deaf ministry, monthly 
adult bible study classes are of-
fered.  we get together to discuss a 
bible passage and end with either a 
potluck or sandwiches and sweets. 

we also have other activities 
such as youth group potlucks, 
bbQs and movie nights. 

ecumenical church services 
are held at easter, christmas and 
thanksgiving for the deaf commu-
nity and their family and friends. 

these church services are in 
sign language and are interpret-
ed in voice for hearing friends and 
relatives. they are held at various 
churches and representatives from 
all denominations take part. 

we also offer church services 
that are interpreted every sun-
day. there are volunteers that 
offer their time and talents in 
support of this ministry with 
the deaf.

everyone is welcome to the 
church services. new deaf mem-
bers are always welcome to join in 
any activity. 

a note to all of you "eager 
beavers" out there.  there are still 
other positions to be filled on the 
local arrangements committee.  
we need chairs of the various com-
mittees. information on these will 
be available for the next issue. 

thank you for your consider-
ation.  remember -- we need you! 

get of the local arrangements 
committee. 

the secretary is responsible 
for the minutes of the meetings of 
the local arrangements commit-
tee and for sending and receiving 
much of the correspondence of the 
committee. 

if you are interested in either of 
these positions, please contact the 
conference nominations commit-
tee at bandw@nf.sympatico.ca. 

it is with great pleasure that 
i can now announce that the 
General council 42 local ar-

rangements committee is looking 
to make up its core committee. 

the core committee is com-
prised of two co-chairs: linda 
stonehouse and myself.  as well, 
we need to fill two more vacancies:  
treasurer and  secretary. 

the treasurer is responsible 
for the administration of the bud-

Rev. Kathy Brett is Co-Chair of GC42 
Local Arrangements Committee.

by Kathy brett

GC42

Come  work  w i th  us
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amazingly the summer has 
disappeared and the fall 
meetings have begun in 

earnest.  Vacation seems a distant 
memory as programs get back on 
track and my calendar dictates my 
every move.  

as i begin to write this, i know i 
will have to interrupt my thoughts 
for a teleconference meeting of all 
of the conference presidents and 
leading elders across 
our wonderful coun-
try and church. we 
met face to face last 
February in toronto 
and i look forward 
to meeting again, even if it 
is electronically!

my schedule as president has 
not been too strenuous. like other 
presidents and leading elders, i 
have joined with congregations 
celebrating anniversaries and 
other milestones. those i have 
been unable to attend, i have 
sent messages. 

i have represented you at gov-
ernment events, church closings 
and annual meetings. the variety 
has been tremendous and i have 
enjoyed the interaction with folks 
right across our conference.

the psalmist proclaims, “even 
though i walk through the deepest 
valley ... you are with me.”  our 
church is being called to put that 
belief into action and face the fu-

ture with faith. 

General council 
General secretary 
nora sanders com-
mented at a recent 
teleconference “we 

don’t have to be the ones with all 
the answers – we have God!”  

as our church undergoes this 
newest transformation and risks 
letting go of those things always 
considered foundational, we are 
learning anew the awe and wonder 
of trust – trust in the creator who 
walks with us and leads us. the 
things we leave behind will free us 
up to experience new and exciting 
things. this, i believe.

blessings and best wishes to you 
and yours.

the bad news is that things are 
changing! as i meet church mem-
bers who have spent years sup-
porting their local congregations 
and pastoral charges, the facts 
speak for themselves. 

membership is on the decline 
while expenses continue to rise. 
older members who pass on are 
not being replaced by newer fami-
lies. it doesn’t take a whole lot 

of figuring to know that the next 
decade will bring a whole lot 
of changes.

the good news is that things 
are changing! sometimes (most 
times) we have to be forced to 
move, and the church is no dif-
ferent. we are now realizing that 
what was, will not be again. the 
world is a different place and 
the church must address its new 
context or die.  

doing the same old thing is not 
working anymore, and we have 
reached the point where, i think, 
we have begun to realize that.  

From the President’s Desk 
 

Rev. Wayne Blackwood

“The things we leave behind will free us up to 
experience new and exciting things.”
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ship with old friends making new 
friends and memories as we cel-
ebrated and remembered the past 
workers from our congregation.

we pray for our future congre-
gation that we will keep the faith 
and, like the poem Footprints in 

the Sand, when we see one set 
of footprints, we know that then 
God is carrying us. we pray he 
will continue to carry the shoal 
brook congregation into a very 
positive future.

Shoal Brook United Church 

the weekend of august 
9-11 was a memorable 
one for the congrega-

tion and friends of shoal brook 
united church on the bonne bay 
pastoral charge.

it started with a meet and greet 
barbeque served by some of the 
men in our congregation followed 
by an outdoor hymn sing.

on saturday, we held our annual 
flower service.  This was followed 
by a banquet with 152 people in 
attendance emceed by our minis-
ter, rev. larry noseworthy.  

in attendance at the banquet 
were family, friends, ministers, 

100th Anniversary

328 Hamilton Ave. 
St. John’s, NL, A1E 1J9 
(709) 579-6007 

73 Commonwealth Ave.
Mt. Pearl, NL, A1N 1W7
(709) 364-1937 

Fax:  (709) 579-3106 
E-mail: info@barretts.nf.net 

www.barretts.ca

Two Locations:

Smith Stockley Ltd.
264 LeMarchant Rd.
P.O. Box 1387, Stn. C
St. John’s, NL, A1C 5N5

Phone: 579-0073
Toll Free: 1-800-563-5544
Fax: 579-1437
sales@smithstockley.nf.net

www.smithstockley.nf.net

Rev. Roger Janes (L) and Rev. 
Larry Noseworthy with Nathan 
Richard Leblanc, son of Andre 
Leblanc and Connie Patey and 
sister of Hannah, baptised during 
the 100th anniversary service. 

submitted by ruby sharpe

town and government representa-
tives, chair of west district rev. 
wilson Gonese and representa-
tives from other congregations on 
our five-point Pastoral Charge.  

the sunday morning worship 
service started with a fellowship 
of music and song.  our sanctuary 
was overflowing.  The service was 
conducted by rev. noseworthy 
and our special guest speaker rev. 
roger Janes who served on our 
charge from 1990-97 and is now 
conference program and leader-
ship development minister.  

other ministers in attendance 
were rev. edward black, rev. ar-
thur Vardy and rev. melvin ralph.

the service consisted of praising 
God with our singing, bible read-
ings, a presentation of the church 
history, sermon by rev. Janes, 
communion and an infant bap-
tism. baptism had occurred during 
the service 100 years ago so it was 
fitting that there was a baptism at 
this anniversary service.  

after a wonderful service, fam-
ily and friends left filled with an 
overwhelming feeling of fellow-

The anniversary cake was cut 
by Russell Anderson and Bertha 
Upwards.
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Mission & Service 
 
Sharing Our Blessings: 
A Little Church with a Big Mission

when rev. wayne 
blackwood came to 
st. George’s pasto-

ral charge in 2001, he brought 
with him a birthday tradition he 
had learned in happy Valley- 
Goose bay.  

each congregation has a home-
made little church in which per-
sons contribute coin on their 
birthdays. 

as with most good things, the 
support and the work of the little 
church grew.  

Ada Shave, St. 
George's Pasto-
ral Charge Trea-
surer, holding 
the little church 
built by the late 
Bob Rideout.  

flect great concentration as they 
line a coin up with the slot in the 
church; young children scurry to 
the aisle smiling in anticipation as 
they wait their turn to drop in their 
coins; older children enjoy carry-
ing the little church around to re-
ceive the offerings.  

together the two congregations 
on the st. George's pastoral charge 
contribute about $1,500 annually 
to the mission and service of the 
united church of canada all from 
these little churches as they share 
with each other and the world their 
blessings and celebrations through 
the little church.

every sunday people put mon-
ey in the little church for many 
reasons ... birthday, anniversary, 
prayers, blessings, return of a 
loved one, presence of a visitor, 
and even for nothing.  

of course, 
children love to 
take part in this 
tradition. tod-
dlers’ faces re-

submitted by Kathryn Vance, 
st. GeorGe's pastoral charGe

wow! awesome! what 
does one say when an 
event far exceeds all 

expectations. that is what 
happened on september 21 at 
burry heights.

burry heights day has been 
a long tradition – a day of fun, 
food, friendship and song.  
camp supporters helped cele-
brate the camp and raise funds 
for the camp's operation.  

over 200 summer campers 
came along to do their own 
fundraising as well as provide 
entertainment to the many oth-
er burry heights' supporters. 

we really can’t say what thrilled 
us more – the participation of the 
youth or the fact that we raised 
over $12,000. 

Summer campers 
entertained sup-
porters at Burry 
Heights Day with 
clown ministry and 
campfire songs.   
(Right) Volunteer 
Mary Smith is pre-
sented with an appreciation gift.

by betty Fox

there are so many that we owe 
thanks for the success of burry 
heights day.  

special thanks to clarice and 
boyd eddy and all of the mem-
bers of the swift current pastoral 
charge who donated over $4,000.  

BURRY HEIGHTS DAY 2013

special thanks also to the sum-
mer campers who raised almost 
$3,800. They also led in clown 
worship and campfire songs reas-
suring us of the inspirational youth 
in our communities.

appreciation goes to mary 
smith who was presented with 

a special gift on her retire-
ment from the burry heights 
board following many years 
of service.  the summer 
campers told stories of how 
mary inspired them through 
her music and deeds. 

thank you to all who do-
nated and bought items for the si-
lent auction and craft table. your 
support is vital in helping to con-
tinue this youth ministry as well as 
preserving a place for all to come 
for a spiritual experience.
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Leona Laundry
320 Elizabeth Avenue, St. John’s, NL, A1B 1T9

Phone (709) 754-0372, Toll Free (877) 954-0386
ucbookstore@nfld.net

Experience the Nativity story in 
new ways as you take your own 
journey to Christmas. Walking 
the Road to Bethlehem com-
bines content from the author's 
travel from Nazareth to Bethle-
hem to travel video and photo-
graphs online, Scripture, prayers 
and room for personal journaling.
Walking the Road to Bethle-

hem is excellent for individual 
devotion and reflection and can 
also be used as a small group 
experience.

The Abingdon Worship Annual 2014

An Advent Study for Adults 
$15.95
An Advent Study for Children 
$8.50
Advent Study for Youth $8.50

Finding Bethlehem 
in the 

Midst of Bedlam

Christmas or confusion, Bethlehem or bed-
lam. Which will you choose this year? The truth 
is, we don’t have to choose, because Christmas 
always happens right in the midst of our confu-
sion.  These Advent studies for 2013 have five 
sessions--one for each Sunday of Advent and 
one for Christmas.

The adult study includes questions for reflec-
tion and discussion, a brief prayer, a focus for 
the week, and six daily Bible readings for per-
sonal devotional time during the week.

The children’s study contains five lessons 
that delve into Luke's account of Jesus's birth 
through an ADVENTure to find Bethlehem. The 
guide is simple to use and includes reproduc-
ible activities for each session.

The Youth Study is five-sessions that help 
teens experience the hope of Christ amid the 
commotion, confusion, and challenges of their 
day-to-day lives. 

by James W. Moore

Edited by Mary Scifres

$10.50 tax included

Beginning Dec. 1 and running 
through Dec. 26, each day will 
explore an Advent-related word 
that begins with a successive 
letter in the alphabet.
This is followed by sugges-

tions for simple, easy-to-pre-
pare, and complete activities 
(discussion starters, games, 
crafts, meditations, journalling, 
outreach project, devotions).

$33.95 tax included

Book Store Christmas Sale

N o v e m b e r  2 0 ,  2 1  &  2 2 ,  2 0 1 3
9:00 am to 4:00 pm each day 

20% Discount on selected items
Don’t miss out on this great sale

  Fused glass giftware in-
cluding vases, candle 
bridges, window hang-
ers. Designs include 
row houses, blueberry, 

pitcher plant and fused 
glass stars. Also offer dichroic 
glass butterflies. Many items 
are accompanied by gift cards 
telling the story of the design.

made by Lorraine Jarvis, 
Retired Designated Lay Minister

F u s e d  G l a s s  S t a r 

Advent 
A to Z

Prayerful 
and 

Playful 
Preparations 

for 
Families

$12.50 tax included

Walking the Road to Bethlehem

by Adam Hamilton

Your Journey to Christmas
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