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Wow!  Cool!  Awesome!  And, as the young would say, Sick!

I was asked to write an article to express my experience as a Com-
missioner to the 41st General Council.  I can now appreciate a little 

better the challenge faced by our Biblical writers as they tried to put words to 
their experiences for there are no words that can accurately do justice to such an 
experience.  For what it is worth, I will attempt the impossible task but I want you 
know that there was so much more.

Let me start with the physical experience.  Those of us who were flying were 
told that when we went for our luggage, look for someone in a red t-shirt.  Well 
we didn’t have to look very far for at the bottom of the stairs, we were met by 
a lady who was wearing what was to become the famous red t-shirt who liter-
ally took me by the hand and accompanied me to kiosks where I met with like-
minded red shirts.  

BY BeTTY FOx

Continued on page 3

Newfoundland and Labrador Conference Commissioners to the United Church General 
Council 41 in Ottawa, Ontario.
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BY LINDA sTONehOUse

It was a fantastic experience and I learned a lot about this church 
of ours.  I was privileged to attend General Council as a repre-
sentative of the Local Organizing Committee (LOC) for GC42 
which will be held in Corner Brook in August of 2015. 

The Newfoundland and Labrador Conference is host for the 
event and Dr. Roy West is the Chair of the General Planning 

Committee with Rev. Kathy Brett and I as Co-Chairs of the Local Or-
ganizing Committee. 

What I learned at GC41 is that we have a lot of work ahead of us and 
we will need the support of all the congregations in our Conference to 
pull this off!

GC41 had approximately 285 volunteers helping with such things 
as transportation, registration, first aid, facilities management, informa-
tion, hospitality, etc.  This did not include the people who made the 
massive amounts of cookies and muffins that were consumed each day 
by the approximately 600 participants and guests! 

We will soon be looking for chairs of the various sub-committees of 
the LOC and people to serve on those sub-committees. 

Please think about how you would be interested in helping out at 
GC42.  Do you want to be involved for the next three years or are you 
more interested in giving a few days of your time during the event?  
however you wish to be involved, we will find something to fit.

each issue of the Connector will bring more information about GC42 
…. so stay tuned!

EXCITEMENT IS GROWING

Please look for 
updates on GC42 in 

 future issues 
of the Connector.  

GC42

I recently returned from Ottawa where I attended the 
41st General Council of The United Church of Canada.
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Betty Fox is one of the General Council 
Commissioners elected by the East and West 
Districts to represent the Newfoundland and 

Labrador Conference at GC41.

This mighty army of vol-
unteers was my first in-
troduction to the 41st Gen-

eral Council being held at Carlton 
University in Ottawa.  

These volunteers pointed, di-
rected, registered, put up, took 
down, drove, delivered, 
patched up scores of blis-
tered feet among other 
medical conditions, and 
last but not least answered 
billions of questions with 
the utmost patience and 
grace.  how can we ever 
adequately express our 
thanks to this group of 
wonderful people who 
took us under their wings 
and helped to make this such a 
“wow” experience.

One of the “coolest” parts of 
any such gathering is meeting up 
with those that you had met be-
fore and renewing old friendships 
as well as making new friends.  I 
cannot tell you how many people 
I met that I have crossed paths 
with before.  It was so wonderful 
for me personally to once again 
cross paths with two of my spiri-
tual guides; one from 1975 and 
the other from 1995!  There are no 
words to express how wonderful it 
is to have these two women back 
sharing my journey.  

As wonderful as meeting up 
with people from the past, it is in 
the meeting of new people which 
is equally as joyful.  When one sits 
at the same table with a group of 
people for a week sharing our sto-
ries, wrestling with the issues of 
the day that tug at our hearts and 
souls during our table talks, shar-
ing meals and sometimes even 
sharing tears and hugs in the halls, 
you build a special bond, a bond 
that connects us from coast to 
coast to coast and beyond.  

Memories, stories, new friend-
ships formed, old friendships re-
established were some of the re-
wards for the work you asked us 
to do on your behalf at GC41 and 
work we did.  Work with mind, 
hearts, prayers, warm and cool 
cards that were followed by our 

voting cards which will help us 
find our way in living faithfully.

For those of you who followed 
us via the internet on live-stream, 
you know how we struggled on 
so many of the important issues 
brought before us.  We listened 
as pain was expressed that had 
been experienced or witnessed 
in the world that 
they felt that we, 
the people of The 
United Church of 
Canada, could as-
sist in addressing 
as we seek peace, 
as we act lovingly 
towards all of our 
relations and as 
we endeavour 
to do our best to 
walk faithfully in 
God’s love.

As with any de-
cision, some will agree with them 
and some will not for that is the 
way of life.  however, know this, 
we, your Commissioners at the 41st 
General Council, listened careful-
ly to all the various points of view.  
We discussed, we considered, we 

Continued from cover

prayed and then we voted how we 
felt the holy spirit was leading us 
at that time.  We acted faithfully 
to help lead The United Church of 
Canada in right relations with all 
of our relations and we placed our 
trust in God.

For the decisions made, 
please check The United 
Church of Canada website 
and stay tuned for presen-
tations in your congrega-
tions as we, your Com-
missioners, relate our 
stories and some of the ra-
tionale behind some of the 
decisions made.

No report would be com-
plete without remarking on the 
“sick” wonderful leadership dis-
played by the Youth Forum that, 
although had most of their events 
in other areas, joined and shared 
with us on many occasions and we 
were abundantly blessed.  

On a personal note, but I am 
sure that I am expressing a sen-
timent shared by all who were 

elected by you as 
Commissioners 
to the 41st Gener-
al Council, thank 
you.  Meegwich, 
thank you for 
making possible 
an experience 
that is impos-
sible to articulate 
in words.  

God bless 
our church as 
we live faith-
fully together for 

the next three years as your 
Commissioners to the 41st

General Council.

Newfoundland and Labrador Conference 
Commissioners announce the venue of the 42nd  
General Council taking place in Corner Brook in 
August 2015.

Commissioners Rev. Sue White 
and Rev. Wayne Blackwood, 
along with Conference Ex-
ecutive Secretary Rev. Faith 
March-MacCuish, enjoy their 
GC41 experience.
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238 Torbay Road, P.O. Box 1776
St. John’s, Newfoundland, A1C 5P9

Tel: (709) 722-1532
Fax: (709) 722-6612

www.steersinsurance.com 

Service of Song and Celebration

On september 9, 2012, 
the Britannia Pastoral 
Charge held a service of 

song and celebration.  It was held 
in Lady Cove United Church, 
one of the oldest churches on 
the Britannia Pastoral Charge, 
dating back to 1900.   

The Rev. Vera Abbott con-
ducted the service, which ended 
with holy Communion.  

In attendance were the four 
United Church Women groups 
from the Pastoral Charge, the 
Random Island United Church 
Fellowship and the choirs from 
Lady Cove and Britannia.  In 
addition, individuals offered up 
solos and duets:  Bernice Bai-
ley, Chesley March, Lorne Reid, 
Pierre Brisbois and Ralph and 
Lorraine Vardy.

During the service, the honou-
rary title Minister emeritus was 
bestowed upon Austin March.  
Austin is a retired Designated 
Lay Minister.  he served on 
the Garnish and elliston Pasto-
ral Charges.  Prior to receiving 

BY VeRA sMITh

the call, Austin held the post of 
secretary-Treasurer of the Britan-
nia Pastoral Charge for 19 years.  
since his retirement, he has con-

tinued to serve by conducting ser-
vices in the local churches during 
the minister’s absence.  At present, 

Minister Emeritus Austin 
March accepts the honour 
from Rev. Vera Abbott, minis-
ter for the Britannia Pastoral 
Charge.

Austin is the secretary of the 
Men’s Fellowship and Chair of 
the Official Board of the Britan-
nia Pastoral Charge.  

It was indeed a great celebra-
tion and a wonderful start up for 
our Fall ministry.  

Many thanks go to Rev. 
Vera Abbott for her ministry 
among us and to the Official 
Board,  Board of session, Unit-
ed Church Women, organists, 
choirs, soloist, Men’s Fellow-
ship, musicians, and the congre-
gation of Lady Cove for making 
the service such a blessing.  

Of course, we can’t forget the 
lunch that was served by the 
Lady Cove UCW and the won-
derfully decorated cake donated 
by Kim hansford.

It was indeed a celebration 
that was humbly and wonder-
fully blessed.  May God contin-
ue to bless our minister and the 
Pastoral Charge.

Britannia Pastoral Charge honours Austin March, Minister Emeritus 

Vera Smith is the Clerk of Session on the 
Britannia Pastoral Charge.
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328 Hamilton Ave. 
St. John’s, NL, A1E 1J9 
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Become a part of the legacy of the United Church

For 87 years, The United Church of Canada has built its legacy as a prophetic, uniquely Cana-
dian, voice in the world.  It has made the ministry of Jesus a reality where and when it has been 
most needed, both in Canada and around the world.

Why not become part of this legacy?  You can do your part by establishing a legacy gift.  Perhaps 
a bequest in your will or the purchase of a United Church gift annuity or through the gift of a life 
insurance policy, designating the area of the church’s mission that moves in your heart.

Clyde Flight, Financial Development Officer for the Newfoundland and Labrador Conference, 
wants to discuss these ideas with you.  For more information on the many ways that you can lead the 
legacy into the future, contact Clyde.  stay tuned for further information from Clyde in future issues of 
the Connector.

By CLyDE FLIgHT, FINANCIAL DEvELOPMENT OFFICER

 

Remember the church in your will

   Clyde Flight, Financial Development Officer
   Newfoundland and Labrador Conference
   38 Ottawa Street, St. John’s, NL, A1A 2Z2 
   Phone 709 722 9935
   cflight@united-church.ca  

W h a t  k i n d s  o f  O u t r e a c h  M i n i s t r i e s  a r e  h a p p e n i n g  i n  y o u r  c o n g r e g a t i o n ?  

W e  w a n t  t o  h e a r  a b o u t  i t . 

S e n d  u s  a n  a r t i c l e  a n d  a  p i c t u r e  s o  w e  c a n  s p r e a d  t h e  w o r d  a b o u t  t h e 

g o o d  w o r k s  h a p p e n i n g  i n  o u r  C o n f e r e n c e . 
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As I was trying to figure out what resources to use for our Lenten Bible study, I came across this little book 
and the title intrigued me. Written by United Methodist Pastor, Martin Thielen, this book goes back to the 
basics and addresses some of the fallacies and questions that all people have. 

     The first half of the book speaks about things that we don’t need to believe including topics such as: Why 
does God allow pain and suffering? Can Christians believe in evolution? Should the Bible be taken liter-
ally? Does God love homosexual persons? Is it ok for Christians to be judgmental and obnoxious?  In the 

second half, Thielen talks about things we must believe in: Jesus’ identity, his priority, his grace, his work, his example, his 
death and resurrection among others. The book ends with a final chapter on: Do mainline Christians believe in getting saved?  

     Overall, it was a fun journey with some excellent discussion. It helped that there was an online free leaders’ guide. If you are 
looking to explore, challenge, and deepen your faith, this book might be a good stepping stone for you. 

     You can pick up copies of this book from our local United Church Bookstore.  $20.95

What are you reading now?

What’s the Least I Can Believe and Still Be a Christian?
A Guide to What Matters Most

Reviewed by Rev. Stephen Barbour, Botwood Pastoral Charge

Congratulations to Unit-
ed Church volunteers 
Bob Bennett and Glo-

ria Roberts on being awarded 
the Queen elizabeth II Diamond 
Jubilee Medal.  

Bob is a long-time volunteer 
at Topsail United Church as well 
as involved with many east Dis-
trict committees. Gloria works 
tirelessly at the Botwood Pasto-
ral Charge as a long-time volun-
teer serving many positions in 
her church. 

On september 12, his honour 
the hon. John C. Crosbie and her 
honour Jane Furneaux Crosbie 
along with senator elizabeth Mar-

United Church members awarded Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medals
shall participated in a ceremony at 
Government house at which time 
his honour presented Diamond 
Jubilee Medals to Bob Bennett 
and other recipients. 

Congratulations to Gloria Rob-
erts as she was awarded the Queen 
elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee 
Medal on september 14 at the Dr. 
hugh Twomey health Centre in 
recognition of her many years of 
volunteer service to the Centre, 
her church and her community. 

The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
Medal was created to honour her 
Majesty for her service to Canada. 
At the same time, it serves to hon-
our Canadians who have made 

significant achievements or contri-
butions to their communities, their 
provinces or to Canada.

Thank you Bob and Gloria and 
all other United Church volun-
teers for your dedication to the 
United Church.  

Bob Bennett received the 
Queen’s Jubilee Award for vol-
unteerism. Senator Marshall 
nominated Bob for this honour.
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The women of the UCW of Newfoundland and Labrador 
celebrate the 50th anniversary

sUBMITTeD BY GLORIA MYLes

The old saying “the getting 
there is half the fun” was 
certainly true for 48 mem-

bers of the United Church Women 
of Newfoundland and Labrador. 
The group celebrated its 50th An-
niversary in Ancaster, Ontario, 
July 23–27, 2012. Approximately 
400 members from all across Can-
ada and Bermuda gathered for the 
celebration at Redeemer 
University College.

Forty-eight of the 80 partici-
pants from Newfoundland and 
Labrador chose to travel by bus. 
st. John’s Area president Fannie 
hudson made arrangements with 
Parsons & sons to transport the 
women. secretary Myrtle soper of 
hant’s harbour distributed clear 
contacts and information to the 
members. Driver Gerard started 
the pick ups at 5 
am starting in st. 
John’s then on 
to Whitbourne, 
Clarenville, Gan-
der, Grand Falls, 
Deer Lake, Cor-
ner Brook and 
stephenville on 
saturday, July 
21. The ladies 
spent saturday 
night aboard the MV highland-
er, sunday night in Rivière du 
Loup and arrived in Ancaster on 
Monday evening.

The whole celebration was to-
tally marvelous. The National 
Planning Committee led by Win 

Czum and Phyllis Buchner did a 
superb job. Of course, the New-
foundland and Labrador women 
entertained in 
their sou-west-
ers and Golden 
slippers much 
to the delight 
of all partici-
pants. 

The return 
trip was a re-
peat of the 
going and all 
went well. The 
“ n e c e s s a r y 
stops” were a 
challenge with 
a line-up of 48 
ladies – all in a hurry.  Tim hor-
tons and MacDonalds were wel-
come sights.

The time travelling passed quite 
nicely. The musical leadership of 
hertha Blackwood, Isabelle Cole 
and Louise Best took us through 
numerous sing-a-longs. Marilyn 
Butt’s refined humourous sto-
ries are an entertainment treat for 
any occasion.

We were privileged to have 
with us Past National President 
Inez Penney, Joan Brinston and 

Newfoundland 
and Labra-
dor east Dis-
trict President 
Maisie John-
son.

All the fun 
and fellow-
ship, renewing 
acquaintances 
and making 
new friends 
will be trea-
sured memo-
ries of the trip 
to Ancaster to 

celebrate 50 years of involvement 
with the United Church Women 
of Canada.

All the par-
ticipating UCW 
members give a 
heartfelt thank 
you to the plan-
ning committee:  
Fannie hudson, 
Myrtle soper, 
Allison Temple, 
Ruby Vaters 
and Isabelle 

Cole.  Their hard work provided 
a safe and comfortable trip for 
all participants. 

So much fun was had by the United Church Women who travelled 
by bus to the 50th anniversary celebrations in Ancaster, Ontario.

UCW members Isabelle Cole  
and Myrtle Soper display 
the handmade tapestry by 
Rev. Nancy Warder. The tapestry 
was presented at the 50th anni-
versary celebrations.

What a Trip! What a Party!

Gloria Myles is a member of Fortune United 
Church and a dedicated member of the 

United Church Women.
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handy, helpful prayers to use 
in worship during Advent and 
Christmas. The collection in-
cludes invocations, opening 
prayers, prayers of confes-
sion, and pastoral prayers for 
the sundays of Advent and 

Christmas eve services. Drawn from 
a variety of traditions, the prayers in this collection 
will aid any congregation as it worships throughout 
the journey of Advent.
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Leona Laundry
320 Elizabeth Avenue, St. John’s, NL, A1B 1T9

Phone (709) 754-0372, Toll Free (877) 954-0386
ucbookstore@nfld.net

Pastoral Prayers to Share, Year C

David sparks gives us the third volume of pastoral prayers in this three-book series based on the scrip-
ture readings from the Revised Common Lectionary for Year C. Church leaders will find an entire year’s 
worth of responsive pastoral prayers to help bring individuals and faith communities into right relation-
ship with God. The prayers can be adapted to a variety of settings and circumstances and are divided 
into four easily identifiable sections: world, suffering, church, ourselves. each week offers a main prayer 
along with several other ways of praying. The book also includes:  Data CD, how to Use section with a 
step-by-step guide to different prayer formats, Thematic index, scripture index, Icons in the margin for 
quick reference.

Advent Awakenings

This book by the United Church Publishing House is a gift to help 
us step off the frenetic treadmill that the Advent season too often 
becomes. Its help comes by enabling us to listen deeply each day 
to the Advent scripture readings from the Daily Common Lection-
ary, Year C, and John the Baptist’s repeated Advent call to “prepare 
the way” for the holy babe who is coming.

Daily Devotions For The Season Of Advent, Year C

$1
3.

95
 ta

x 
in

cl
.

 The author gives the reader 
a warm and personal look at the 
age-old story of Christ’s birth. 

Each story provides an invit-
ing glimpse of possible reac-
tions, perceptions, and actions 
of the characters, and at the 
end of the chapter, the author 
provides a prayer for a mod-
ern-day audience that power-
fully connects readers to the  
heart of a loving and 
compassionate Savior. 

The result is a wondrous re-
telling of the miraculous story 
that remains as tender and 
powerful as it was when the 
angel choir first sang it to an 
audience of humble shepherds. 
“Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, goodwill 
toward men!”

 Sabbath 
Pause

New Crest 
T-Shirt

Allpricesincludetax

Prayers for Advent 
and Christmas

by David Sparks

Just in Time Series

$35.95 tax included

Annual Book Store Christmas Sale

Seven Weeks of 
Daily Practices

In a world where 
most of us fervently 
complain “There just 
isn’t enough time!”, 

we need to learn how to pause and 
truly rest. With Sabbath Pause, Terry 
Chapman offers a resource based 
on the Judeo-Christian tradition of 
Sabbath that can change the way we 
live in time.

Size Small-3XL

$9.40 tax included

$20.95 tax incl.

$14.85 tax included

$20.30 tax included

Saturday, November 24, 2012, 9 am - 3 pm

Christmas is once again quickly coming 
upon us and the United Church Book store in 
st. John’s is having its annual special  
saturday Opening on November 18 from 
9 am to 3 pm. Come see our beautiful selection of 
new gift items. 

Food and beverages will be served to show our 
appreciation for your continued support.  

Again this year, we are very happy to offer dis-
counts on special purchases. We will be giving 
away a free gift with each purchase.  (One per customer while 
quantities last.)
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