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Bridges to Hope, located at 30 Cookstown 
Road, St. John’s, is an Incorporated Ministry 
of The United Church of Canada, in partner-

ship with the Newfoundland Presbytery of The Pres-
byterian Church in Canada.

Bridges to Hope is committed to reducing the ef-
fects of poverty on individuals and families in our 
community.  Our programming offers help to those, 
who for a variety of circumstances, need a hand up - 
to move forward in life.

Our programs include a Commu-
nity Kitchen (a learning classroom) 
which provides support, instruction 
and meals to hundreds of youth, 
adults and seniors from many dif-
ferent sectors of society.

The Community Kitchen also 
bakes bread and prepares home-
made soup and meals for Bridges 
to Hope Food Pantry clients. The 
Food Pantry, the largest in New-
foundland, last year provided over 
8,000 food hampers to persons needing assistance. 

In September, the Bag to School Program provided 
over 1,000 school bags and supplies to students in 
grades K-12 and Adult Basic Education programs.

This project was generously funded by Gifts With 
Vision, an “over and above” donation, within the Mis-
sion and Service Fund, from numerous individuals 
across Canada.  We are most appreciative for these 
generous gifts.  

Our Passion for School Projects campaign pro-
vides school project supplies for science fairs, heri-
tage fairs and school assignments.  

In September, Bridges To Hope 
provided 500 school project kits 
to school principals across the 
province. 

The kits will be distributed to 
students who would not otherwise 
be able to afford the materials to 
enter school fairs such as the sci-
ence and heritage fairs.

Bridges to Hope is generous-
ly supported with groceries and 
money by the United and Presby-
terian Churches and individuals of 
St. John’s/Mount Pearl and area. 

Volunteers from these churches serve on the Bridg-
es to Hope Board and volunteer in the food pantry 
each week. We take this opportunity to thank you 

Continued on page 3

Young participants in the 
Bridges to Hope summer 
children's program experi-
enced fun while learning in the 
Community Kitchen.

SUBMITTEd By MS. HEATHER EllIOTT
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What are you reading?

Pastrix

The author, Nadia Bolz-Weber, is a Lutheran pastor in Denver, Colorado. I certainly would not de-
scribe her as a typical minister. Her history of drug and alcohol abuse, her losing faith and her road of 
rediscovering it shaped her and her style of ministry. She strives to be authentic in life, in ministry, in 
faith. Some consider her language course and her humour irreverent, but she cannot be described as 
inauthentic.

Early in her book, Nadia states, “Death and Resurrection. It is the Christian story [...] It’s about how 
God continues to reach into the graves we dig for ourselves and pull us out, giving us new life.” 

The chapters that follow are events she wrestled with in life. Real questions and weighty situations 
give way to a discovery of God’s grace sometimes in the most unanticipated manner but then God’s 
grace is not predictable. Her stories are specific to her life and ministry yet they resonated with my own 
faith questions breathing life into me. (Contact Leona at United Church Bookstore for purchase information.)

Book review by Rev. Scott Parsons, United Church Chaplain

It was Sunday morning. church ser-
vice in our country town was due to 
start at 11 am but cars were already 

looking for parking spaces by 10:30 am. 

By the time it was 10:50, there was 
barely a place to sit inside the sanctuary. 
Some volunteers had to go down to the 
basement to get more chairs to bring into 
the 100-seat church sanctuary in order 
for people to find 
a space to sit. 

It was the first 
Friendship Sun-
day held at the 
Epworth Pas-
toral Charge. 
This service 
took place at 
Grace United in 
Winterland. 

There was lively music and preaching 
of God’s word on a subject that touched 
the hearts and minds of many people re-
garding ‘pain and suffering in life and 
living’. 

Three months later it was time to do 
another Friendship Sunday. This time it 
was at Hope United in lewin’s Cove. 

The same thing happened; there were 
so many cars that a church neighbour 
thought there was a funeral service tak-
ing place in the church on a Sunday 
morning. 

He was told it was a Friendship Sun-
day where we invite friends and neigh-
bours to come and worship with us in our 
church. 

The church is open for all people who 
live within the areas of our communi-
ties and even those who come from not 
so near the community but would like to 
join in the worship of God as expressed 

through our 
United Church. 

F r i e n d s h i p 
Sunday has 
come to mean 
connection, net-
works and great 
fellowship for 
our people. 

People come 
early in order to 

find space to park their car and also to 
find a good spot to sit, normally at the 
back of the church so that all late comers 
are made to sit in front. 

After the one-hour service, all atten-
dants are invited for a ‘mugup’ fellow-
ship around a meal as people get to talk 
and mingle with each other. 

I heard people saying what a friendly 
church this was. Nice. We're doing it 
again soon. Such a great idea of bringing 
people back to church. 

Friendship Sunday
SUBMITTEd By REV. dR. JAPHET NdHlOVU, EPWORTH PASTORAl CHARGE

A time of fellowship following the 
Friendship Service at Grace United in 
Winterland.

The Cranky, Beauti-
ful Faith of a Sinner 
& Saint
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most sincerely for your thought-
fulness and care and to thank the 
Mission and Service Fund for its 
support since our beginning 25 
years ago. 

Bridges to Hope’s good profile 
in the community has resulted in a 
goodly response from community 
businesses and organizations.  We 
are dependent on all of this sup-
port for our survival.  

A highlight of this fall was a visit 
to Bridges to Hope by the Right 
Rev. Gary Paterson, Moderator, The 
United Church of Canada, accom-
panied by the Executive Secretary, 
the Rev. Faith March-MacCuish. 

As we approach Christmas, 
Bridges to Hope, in partnership 
with the St John’s Rotary Club, is 
once again gearing up for its annu-
al Christmas Hamper Campaign.

The campaign provides up to 
500 Christmas food hampers to 
families throughout the metro area. 

The food hampers contain ev-
erything a family needs to put 
together a traditional  Christmas 
dinner, complete with turkey, veg-
etables, salt beef and cabbage!

Bridges to Hope can use your 
help. Christmas is an especially 
difficult time for those without 

sufficient money to make ends 
meet.  

Even with all of these Christmas 
dinner hampers, there are people 
at our door who need groceries for 
their children’s lunches and to see 
them through the lean days of de-
cember.

We are most grateful for any ex-
tra support of groceries and money 
you can provide during this Ad-
vent/Christmas Season.

Some of more than 1,000 back-
packs provided to students as 
part of the Bag to School program.

Dedicated volunteers assist 
in the Bridges to Hope Food 
Pantry.

Continued from cover

B r i d g e s  t o  H o p e  w e l c o m e s 
H e a t h e r  E l l i o t t ,  P r o g r a m  D i r e c t o r

Bridges to Hope is pleased to introduce Heather Elliott as our new 
Program director. In addition to her passion and compassion, Heather 
brings a skill set of administration, analysis, supervision and leadership 
to this position.

We thank you, The United Church of Canada, congregations and in-
dividuals for your support in the past in relation to grants, groceries, 
volunteers, financial donations and prayer.  We ask for your continued 
prayerful support in our new journey of promise and hope.
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Proud to be working with the 
Newfoundland and Labrador 
Conference for over 25 years

United Church Women Endowed Fund

There is a new way to support the vital ministries 
and mission of United Church Women. 

Established in 2012 to honour UCW’s 50th anniver-
sary, the UCW Endowed Fund is an accumulation of 
enduring gifts, whether they are immediate gifts from 
individuals or UCW groups or legacy gifts. 

Annually, and with the blessing and support of the 
UCW, the national UCW Executive determines to which 
Mission and Service–related program or ministry the 
grant from the fund is directed. If no direction is offered 
in a given year, the grant is made to Mission and Service.

There is no expectation that UCW groups actively 
fundraise for this Endowed Fund, but we want to make 
United Church people aware of it and the opportunities 
it presents. 

Bits & Bytes:

Thank you to Catherine Rodd, Multimedia Producer 
at the United Church's General Council 

Office, for her contribution.

Q: We want to livestream our Christmas
pageant on our website so that our out-of-
town families and friends can watch. Where 
do we start?

A: First, check the upload speed of your inter-
net: you need a minimum of two megabytes 
per second and it needs to be hardwired, not 
wireless. Check that the computer's processor 
is strong enough to upload video. Sign up for 
a streaming service to take the video feed to 
the web so you can embed it. 

Check what format the service wants the 
video in and make sure that your camera/
computer can supply it. You may need to buy 
a special computer video card or a periph-
eral device. Make sure you have lots of light. 
Check that the audio is clear. Test. Test. Test. 
Get releases, and good luck.

Immediate gifts of any amount - cash or secu-
rities - are encouraged and welcomed. With the 
donor’s permission, the church will recognize 
gifts of $5,000 or more by having the donor’s 
name associated with the UCW Endowed Fund.

There are many opportunities to give: trib-
ute gifts to honour a UCW member, year-end 
gifts from local UCW funds, bequest gifts to the 
UCW Endowed Fund, in memoriam gifts, spe-
cial fundraiser in support of the UCW Endowed 
Fund.

For more information, please contact Clyde 
Flight, Financial development Officer, New-
foundland & labrador Conference, 722-9935, 
cflight@united-church.ca.

T h e  C h u r c h  i n  t h e  D i g i t a l  A g e
W e l c o m e  t o  t h e  C o n n e c t o r ' s  n e w  t e c h n o l o g y  c o l u m n 
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Safety Training Our Priority
www.safetytrainingnl.ca

James Pike, Owner/Operator

Inc. 

P.O. Box 149
105 Conception Bay Hwy.

Holyrood, NL, A0A 2R0

Tel: (709) 229-1918
Cell: (709) 763-7867
jim@safetytrainingnl.ca

authorized distributor for

As I write this article, we are 
on the cusp of the season 
of fall and I cannot wait 

to see the beauty of God’s artwork 
unfold as the leaves turn their 
beautiful gold and red and orange.

This season is the most beauti-
ful of all and yet, if we think about 
the science behind what is hap-
pening, we would realize that this 
beautiful season is also the season 
of death.  

To prepare for the cold of win-
ter, the life-giving sap and mois-
ture, which give the leaves their 
green in summer, is drawn back 
from the branches into the trunk 
so that the tree can rest and renew.  

The trees actually die a little in 
order to renew in the spring, dif-
ferent than they were in fall, but 
alive and ready for the living of a 
new season.

So much of what we know of 
church these days feels like death, 
doesn’t it? 

you know there are less people in 
the pews and the children seem to 
have disappeared from your midst. 

you know that the budget has to 
be pared down and maybe you can 
no longer afford full-time ministry. 

But let us take a message from 
creation and realize that, just as 
the trees show us in autumn, there 
is life in the midst of death.  

Remember always that we are a 
resurrection people and, just as the 
promise of the seasons, we too, as 
faithful followers of Christ, will not 
only survive, but be stronger in the 
next season of our life together.

Maybe, like the trees, we need 
to scale back and reassess and con-
serve our energies in order to be 
able to live stronger in the future.

As your Conference President, 
I have had the privilege since 
June to visit a number of Pastoral 
Charges in both our East and West 
districts and I give thanks to God 
that there is much life and energy 
to be found there.

In Bonavista, we celebrated 200 
years since Methodism came to 

that town and the ongoing faith 
story that the congregation carries 
with much pride and purpose into 
the future.

In Cavendish and Carmanville, 
and Fortune and other places too, 
the Holy Spirit is very much pres-
ent and we are a people who are 
alive in Christ and faithfully serv-
ing him as we live out our Chris-
tian discipleship in The United 
Church of Canada.  

I am thankful for the honour to 
serve this church in this special 
way this year.

I am thankful to the people I 
serve on the Herring Neck Pastoral 
Charge and my clergy colleagues 
who have provided the support as 
I fulfill the duties of the President.

Remember always that we are 
not alone. Thanks be to God.

Horse-drawn carriage ride after 
the 100th anniversary service of 
Cavendish United Church in June.

With our Moderator and General 
Secretary and the other Presi-
dents and Leading Elder Elect at 
Church House in Toronto in April.

Message from the Conference President
The Reverend Paula M. Gale
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Fortune United 
Stepping out into the community

SUBMITTEd By REV. MARIlyN REES, FORTUNE PASTORAl CHARGE

In this postmodern world where 
people may draw a distinct 
line between worship and or-

dinary life, Fortune United Church 
is stepping outside the sanctuary 
and offering God’s presence  as an 
active participant sharing its gifts 
with all of the community.

The congregation of Fortune 
United Church believe very 
strongly in the power of serving 
the community.

That’s why our outreach through 
serving and gathering the commu-
nity together has been such a pow-
erful experience.

Our first experience this year 
was during August when For-
tune United gathered the com-
munity for an old-
fashioned outdoor 
garden party.

Gospel and tradi-
tional music flowed 
through the air as 
people enjoyed 
each other's com-
pany,  feasted on 
pork cakes, muffins, 
lassie jimmies and tea buns.

young and old community 
member alike came to share their 
musical talents.

There was a fish pond for the 
children, mystery gifts for the 
adults, and food and drinks for all.

The highlight of the day was the 
games where children and adults 
joined together 
for fun – wheel-
barrow races, 
th ree - l egged 
races and hot 
potato races.

It was won-
derful to see 
young and old alike enjoying the 
day as one in community.

On September 14th, as sum-
mer was quickly winding down 
and school children, town work-
ers, and volunteers began settling 

into their fall rou-
tines, we extended 
an invitation to all 
community groups 
to attend a worship 
service of Com-
munity Blessings 
at Fortune United 
Church.

Sunday morning 
worship was alive and colourful 
with community spirit as members 
of the various organizations in 
their typical organizational dress 
entered the sanctuary. 

Mayor Charles Penwell, along 
with Town Council members, the 
Fortune lions Club, Royal Cana-
dian legion, Sir Humphrey Gil-
bert Cadet Corp, children and staff 
members of lake Academy, as well 
as workers and volunteers from all 
walks of life gathered for worship.

What a wonderful sense of com-
munity as we worshipped together.

Prayers to 
bless each 
group were of-
fered by the 
groups, while 
Mayor Pen-
well prayed for 
the town as a 
whole. 

Prayers of thanks were offered for 
all who serve to make our commu-
nity of Fortune a better place to live.

Community spirit was further 
evident as everyone gathered for 
lunch and a time of fellowship.

Fortune United Church senses 
this call to reach out to our com-
munity and beyond through mis-
sion with the love of Christ.

To do this, we must reach be-
yond the walls of  our church and 
share our gifts, as Christian lead-
ers—out among the community.

All community members are 
called to live together in harmony 
and to do our part to make this 
community and our world a better 
place for everyone.

Town members from Fortune were 
invited to the Community Blessings  
Worship Service.

Children and adults en-
joyed the games and fun 
at the outdoor garden 
party.
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West Haven Camp

West Haven Camp cel-
ebrated its 50th anniver-
sary of United Church 

camping. 
On Sunday, July 26, more than 

80 people gathered to celebrate this 
milestone event. 

The celebration service began 
at 2:30 pm led by the Rev. Roger 
Janes and the Rev. larry Nosewor-
thy and followed a camp chapel 
service style of worship. 

Familiar camp songs were 
sung, scripture was read, prayers 

Submitted  by Rev. Larry Noseworthy, 
Bonne Bay Pastoral Charge.

50 Years of Experiencing God in Creation
offered, and in place of a ser-
mon, there was a time for people 
to share West Haven stories 
and moments. 

Some of these were quite 
humorous, others very moving, 
but all reflected the important role 
West Haven has played in the lives 
of children and adults alike.

After the service, there was a 
time for canoeing, hiking, crafts, or 
relaxing on the beach.

We then shared in a delicious 
potluck supper, and, oh the food. 

But then, what memorable church 
or camp event does not come with 
an abundance of God’s goodness.

After supper, we went back to the 
beach to share in a daylight camp-
fire, again joining in fellowship and 
fun. 

It was a memorable day and a fit-
ting way to share in and celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of a place 
which so many hold dearly in their 
hearts.

GC42

I have often heard these words in 
my travels and especially in my 
ministry; words that signify that 

you are welcome into a person’s home. 

It's not just some half-hearted at-
tempt at being hospitable but a sign 
that I am welcomed whole-heartedly 
by my host; and that I am welcomed 
unconditionally just as I am. (Thank 
you, because I know some of you  
reading this have welcomed me time 
and again.)

It is that type of welcome that we 
have been focusing on at the local Ar-
rangements Committee for GC42. 

The Transportation Committee has 
been diligently working on securing 
transport.

by Rev. Kathy Brett, Co-Chair, Local Arrangements

The Welcome and Registration 
Committee designed a pattern for a 
welcome bag. They are also looking 
at items to fill the bags and souvenirs 
from our various churches.

The Special Events and Tours Com-
mittee has submitted a list of tours and 
I can tell you that they highlight the 
amazing culture and geography of the 
west coast of our province. 

The Accommodation and Food 
Committee is busy planning for snacks 
and breaks and for a “good old kitchen 
party”. you will be contacted soon for 
cookies, muffins, tea buns, etc. 

The Volunteer Committee has been 
busy recruiting and the numbers have 
grown, yet we still need more. Please 

MAKE YOURSELF AT HOME…

contact Inez at inez@mail2cancer.com 
or Joan at joanbrinston@eastlink.ca. 

The Care of Participants Commit-
tee has recruited many chaplains and 
we are pleased to announce that Rev. 
Amanda Barnes is the Chief Chaplain.

Many of the place names within our 
Newfoundland and labrador Confer-
ence will be highlighted in a special 
way at GC42. 

And last but not least, "We got our 
moose b'y". Thanks to dave Stone-
house, we acquired a moose (with li-
cence of course). The meat will be used 
for a meal during the meetings. 

Thanks to all who are working at 
making our guests “to make them-
selves at home”. 
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A Book of Daily 
Devotions

                                                 
$17.50 

Regular  Pr int 
$20.95 

 Large Pr int

Unwrap the real meaning of Christmas. 
Under Wraps is an all-church Advent 
experience that explores the character of 
God described in the Old Testament and 
then revealed through Jesus Christ. Through 
small group resources for all ages, teaching 
video, worship ideas and visuals, sermon 
lead-in videos, and preaching guides, all 
areas of church life weave together for an 
exciting, new Advent celebration.

$16.95 tax incl.
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Leona Laundry
320 Elizabeth Avenue, St. John’s, NL, A1B 1T9

Phone (709) 754-0372, Toll Free (877) 954-0386
ucbookstore@nfld.net

Under Wraps

Not a Silent Night: Mary Looks Back to Bethlehem

This year, experience Advent and 
Christmas with Mary. Adam Hamilton 
begins at the end, with Mary at the 
crucifixion and resurrection; travels back 
in time as she witnesses his life and 
ministry; and ends at the beginning, with 
the Christ child born in a stable.

T h e  G i f t  W e  N e v e r  E x p e c t e d

Bible Study by Adam Hamilton

$21.95 tax incl.

Book Store Christmas Sale

N o v e m b e r  1 9 ,  2 0  &  2 1 ,  2 0 1 4
9:00 am to 4:00 pm each day 

20% Discount on selected items
Don’t miss out on this great sale

This reproducible resource consists of very simple Christmas dramas that can 
be performed by kids of all ages—the younger children can participate in rhymes 
and recitations that require very little or no speaking, while older children will 
enjoy the speaking and narration parts. Short poems are also included for use 
in programs. Most drama selections take no more than ten minutes to perform, 
and the number of children can vary as needed by the size of the church. Props 
and scenery are minimal, and selections can be performed with little rehearsal.

Children’s Dramas for the Church Year
Reproducible Dramas for Advent and Christmas

by Linda Ray Miller

$12.95 tax incl.

Bible Study

2015 Church Calendars 
1-9 copies $6.00 
10+ copies $4.00
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