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The hard work of Newfoundland and Labrador Conference 
volunteers contributes to the success of General Council 42
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thank you, thank you, thank you! i can’t say that enough, for all the dedication, work and gifts that 
were given by our congregations in the newfoundland and labrador Conference to make GC42 such 
a big success. here’s to: 

• the sewists of bags (mostly UCW)

• The woodcarvers of fish

• the knitters of dishcloths, mini prayer shawls, 
squares, etc.

Some of the many Newfoundland and Labrador Conference participants at General Council 42 doing the 
work of chaplains, commissioners, stewards, drivers, first aiders, and so much more.

GC42

• the plastic canvassers of mini crosses

• the beachcombers of rocks

• the stewards who were there for just about 
everything

C h u r c h  a t  i t s  B e s t
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• the givers of pens, pins, note-
books, tissues, keychains, and 
mugs and mugs and mugs and 
so much, much, much more…

• the bakers and bakers and bak-
ers of cookies and buns and muf-
fins and whole lot of goodies

• the servers of all those cookies 
and buns and muffins

• the local churches for  opening 
up their churches and serving 
delicious, traditional meals for 
pre-Council meetings and local 
tours 

• the drivers who worked shifts 
all over the place (not sure if 
they ever slept)

• the registration team (no long 
lines – yeah)

• the chaplains who were there 
for all emotional and spiritual 
needs

• The nurses and first-aiders who 
were there for all physical needs

• local farmer and United Church minister andy Wright 
for the use of his farm's cold storage

• the gofers who delivered and 
lifted and carried and put up 
tables, who carried out errands 
all over Corner brook and some 
even became stagehands

• the organizers and caterers and 
musicians of the kitchen Party

• the stuffers of bags

• The hangers of fish

• the setters of tables

• the cleaner-uppers

• The Conference Office staff – 
each and every one played a part

• the whole local arrangements 
Committee – you rock!

• most importantly, those who 
sent prayers

• the donators of wool and nee-
dles for the knitting Project

• the overnight supervisors at 
youth Forum

• the local churches who loaned 
equipment

Local volunteers at GC42. 
(Back): Lorraine Elliott, 
John Elliott, Gloria Myles, 
Eric Myles, Kathy Brett. 
(Front): Hope March, 
Fannie Hudson, Chris-
tine Barbour and Leona 
Laundry.

Thank you to the many 
UCW in Newfoundland 
& Labrador who lov-
ingly made more than 
700 bags for GC42.  

More than 500 colourful, one-of-a-kind 
prayer fish were delivered to Kathy 
Brett and Linda Stonehouse, co-chairs 
of the GC42 Local Arrangements Com-
mittee, from congregations across the 
United Church.

Pansy Martin and Lorraine 
Elliott knit squares that 
will be made into blan-
kets for Stella’s Circle, a 
community service in St. 
John’s supported by Mis-
sion & Service.

Youth Forum participants Miriam 
Bowlby, Olivia Sharp, Katie Vardy 
and Regina Madimbu.
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thank you again. your contri-
butions did not go unnoticed. 

a number of people from other 
Conferences noted that there was 
a real feel that this General Coun-
cil was hosted by the whole of the 

Smith Stockley Ltd.
264 LeMarchant Rd.
P.O. Box 1387, Stn. C
St. John’s, NL, A1C 5N5

Phone: 579-0073
Toll Free: 1-800-563-5544
Fax: 579-1437
sales@smithstockley.nf.net

www.smithstockley.nf.net

328 Hamilton Ave. 
St. John’s, NL, A1E 1J9 
(709) 579-6007 

73 Commonwealth Ave.
Mt. Pearl, NL, A1N 1W7
(709) 364-1937 

Fax:  (709) 579-3106 
E-mail: info@barretts.nf.net 

www.barretts.ca

Two Locations:

Kitchen 
Party 
fun with 
Angela 
Hann 
and 
Ralph 
Angel.

i’m so grateful that i got the 
chance to go to GC42. it was 
a learning experience i will 

surely never forget.

i went to General Council a few 
days early as i was chosen to be the 
newfoundland & labrador represen-
tative on the sessional Committee.

Our first meeting was a little in-
timidating as i was a youth among 
ministers and lay members who have 
been in the church for a long time.  

however it was amazing because 
katelyn Cody and ethan evans who 
i had met at the Winter Gathering 

sometimes it was frustrating as 
we wasted time changing words and 
then coming back to those words 
again but it all worked out perfectly.

voting for the moderator was the 
most stressful thing i’ve ever done. i 
don’t even think the nominees them-
selves were as nervous as i was! 

but it was a good week and i 
learned a lot.

i’m glad i got to see my youth Fo-
rum friends again and i’m glad i met 
new people.

were also in the sessional so i wasn’t 
alone.

being in the sessional was very 
stressful and a lot of work, not to 
mention the pressure that we were all 
under because the business Commit-
tee and the Comprehensive review 
task Group had put this work on us 
and trusted us to do the right work.

by the time GC42 started, i was 
very exhausted, however i took a 
long needed nap and regenerated. 

Considering this was my first time 
at GC, it was really interesting to see 
how the court works. 

A fresh perspective from our 
Conference Youth Commissioner

Reg ina  Mad imbu

newfoundland and labrador Con-
ference. 

i received a thank you card from 
Rev. Alan Hall, Executive Officer, 
ministry & employment/human 
resources who wrote, “of the six 
General Councils i’ve attended, 
this most felt like church at its 
best”. 

Deepest gratitude for helping 
host the Church in such an amaz-
ing way. you are blessings, each 
and all. Volunteers Reuben Vaters, Art 

Hull and Leroy Hann.
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i was among the first to arrive 
at General Council, as i co-
hosted the sessional Com-

mittee with fellow commissioner, 
larry Doyle.

there are numerous summa-
ries of what happened at GC42, 
most information is available at 
www.GC42.ca. i will 
focus on what was the 
highlight for me: the 
Comprehensive review 
and the work of the ses-
sional Committee.

The Comprehensive 
Review - the 41st Gen-
eral Council 2012 directed the 
executive of the General Coun-
cil to appoint a task group to ex-
amine the comprehensive vision 
and circumstances of the United 
Church of Canada and develop a 
report for the 42nd General Coun-
cil.  

this was done, and United in 
God’s Work was released april 
2015 (referred to hereafter as the 
CrtG report).

the task Group was made up 
of seven members, as well as the 
moderator at the time, the right 
rev. Gary Paterson, the General 
secretary and other staff. Cathy 
hamilton, a Past-President of 
montreal & ottawa Conference, 
chaired the committee, and  Wil-
son Gonese (springdale Pastoral 

Charge and Chair of West Dis-
trict) served on the Committee.  

the committee took two-and-
a-half years to converse, consult, 
research, analyze, and prayerful-
ly discern the future direction of 
the church, and brought forward 
six recommendations. (the full 
report is on the church’s website). 

these recommendations would 
“change the church dramatically” 
(CrtG report, p.1 & p.4) and 

F i r s t - T i m e 
C o m m i s s i o n e r

was the main item of business at 
GC42.

 in preparation for that deci-
sion making, Conferences, Pres-
byteries/Districts, congregations, 
and individuals were encouraged 
to read and discuss the proposed 
changes and submit proposals to 

the General Council.

the proposal system 
was adopted at the 39th 
General Council, mean-
ing that those wishing 
to introduce business to 
the agenda for General 
Council are required to 

follow an approved proposal 
template as a way of making mo-
tions.

in response to the CrtG re-
port, over 100 proposals were re-
ceived from all across the church.  
a decision needed to be made on 
how to deal with all these propos-
als in the limited time available 
at General Council. the solution 
was to create a sessional Com-
mittee to provide direction.

238 Torbay Road, P.O. Box 1776
St. John’s, Newfoundland, A1C 5P9

Tel: (709) 722-1532
Fax: (709) 722-6612

www.steersinsurance.com 

Newfoundland and Labrador Conference Commissioner 
shares her experience as a first-time commissioner to a 
General Council meeting Dr.  Jean  B rown

"There was a strong sense of hope. 
We realized that although The United 
Church of Canada will change, it will 

survive and be strong."
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The Sessional Committee - 
sessional Committees are not 
new to the United Church of 
Canada but rarely used anymore.

more common at General 
Council is the use of Commis-
sions (groups of commissioners 
who meet as a commission and 
actually vote and make decisions 
on proposals received).

a sessional Committee has no 
formal “decision-
making” power like 
a Commission has. 
the sessional Com-
mittee makes de-
cisions in order to 
recommend to Gen-
eral Council how 
they are to proceed. 
the formal deci-
sion making is left 
to General Council 
itself. 

the sessional 
Committee was 
composed of 17 members, rep-
resenting all Conferences in 
the church (supported by David 
hewitt, executive secretary of 
maritime Conference, and also 
mary Worrall, General Council 
Office staff).  

our task was to meet four days 
prior to the beginning of Gen-
eral Council. We were expected 
to have read the CrtG report, 
as well as its accompanying ma-
terials (especially the 10 back-

grounders to the recommenda-
tions).

We were also expected to read 
the 100 plus proposals sent in 
response to the report. our chal-
lenge was to discern what the 
proposals were saying and how 
they entered into dialogue with 
the CrtG report. 

We were creating a sort of “trip 
tic” or detailed directions for the 

General Council on how to reach 
the destination (making decisions 
regarding the CrtG report).

So our task became the first 
level of discernment. We at-
tempted to put some order into 
the 100 plus proposals that the 
church had received, and then to 
identify the structural path that 
would be best for commissioners 
to take.

We categorized the proposals 
and, after prayerful discussions, 

we came up with a report on how 
the group could make decisions.  

We recommended that the 
church accept some of the CrtG 
recommendations as they were, 
that some other recommenda-
tions be tweaked or modified in 
some ways, and that no action 
be taken on some. it was the full 
court who accepted, tweaked, 
modified, or scrapped the recom-
mendations we, as a sessional 

Group, brought 
forth.  

The Outcome - i 
was very satisfied 
with the serious 
way the commis-
sioners made deci-
sions regarding the 
Comprehensive re-
view.  

The refined ver-
sion, CrtG report 
as modified by the 
sessional Commit-

tee and the full court, passed with 
a vote of 95% in favour.

the chairmanship of the past 
moderator, right rev. Gary Pa-
terson, was outstanding. the 
mood in the court at the end of 
the vote was one of elation. 

there was a strong sense of 
hope. We realized that although 
the United Church of Canada 
will change, it will survive and 
be strong. 

Safety Training Our Priority
www.safetytrainingnl.ca

James Pike, Owner/Operator

Inc. 

P.O. Box 149
105 Conception Bay Hwy.

Holyrood, NL, A0A 2R0

Tel: (709) 229-1918
Cell: (709) 763-7867
jim@safetytrainingnl.ca

authorized distributor for

Sessional Committee members representing all Conferences 
across the church.
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then came my home province 
for General Council 42. i was so 
excited. We arrived in newfound-
land and started our debriefing 
before youth Forum and General 
Council started. 

We closed the chapter of 
the pilgrimage and opened 
a new one for General 
Council. 

General Council was 
such an amazing experience 
for me. because it was my 
first time ever going to one, 
i didn’t really know what to 
expect.

i can honestly say that i 
am happy with all the de-
cisions that were made at 

GC42. 

I think that Jordan Cantwell, our 
current moderator, will do such an 
amazing job.

i look forward to the changes 
that will occur within our church 
community and i know that what-
ever will happen, God is with us 
every step of the way.

T h e  j o u r n e y  f r o m 

V a n c o u v e r  t o  C o r n e r  B r o o k 

b y  o u r  C o n f e r e n c e  P i l g r i m 

i have spent a while trying to 
put this insane journey of mine 
into words but the truth is that 

i can't. there are no words to ex-
plain the emotional roller coaster 
i have been on throughout the 34-
day pilgrimage. 

after spending over a 
month with the same peo-
ple, i've become attached to 
them. i have never been so 
happy in my entire life. i've 
discovered a lot about my-
self on this journey. 

From conquering my fear 
of the unknown to accepting 
myself, my whole self and 
all that i am. this group of 
people have made me love 
myself, something i haven't 
been able to do for a long time. 

travelling from coast to coast 
has been spectacular. the love that 
we had experienced in each Con-
ference was overwhelming in the 
best way possible. 

the support that we received 
from all of our followers and pil-
grim partners was incredible. i 

think that without them, the jour-
ney would have been a lot duller. 

i’ve been home for a number 
of weeks now and i can't help but 
think about all the amazing people 
i met along the way. 

i can honestly say that i have 
never been more proud of our 
country and all that it entails. 

the pilgrimage began in van-
couver on July 4 and included 
stops in Fort mcmurray, saska-
toon, Winnipeg, sudbury, hamil-
ton, london, toronto, kingston, 
montreal, and miramichi.

The 13 pilgrims—one from each Conference—
travelled across Canada to Corner Brook for 
the 42nd General Council. 

Kat i e  Vardy
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www.cauls.ca

the 93-year-old rev. oake, still 
very sharp-witted and active, was 
just three years old when beau-
mont United opened its doors for 
the first service. He spent his boy-
hood growing up in the communi-
ty whose whole existence centered 
around the church.

the long island 
heritage society 
presented a plaque 
declaring beaumont 
United Church a 
municipal heritage 
structure. 

a delicious buffet 
supper prepared by 
the UCW of south 
brook, robert's arm 
and long island fol-
lowed, with the cut-
ting of the anniversa-
ry cake by bronwen 
hewlett and enos 
Paddock.

auspices of the combined 
churches on June 24, 1925.

On Sunday, June 14, the 
three churches south brook, 

robert's arm 
and long island 
came together at 
beaumont United for 
a beautiful joint ser-
vice to commemorate 
the anniversary, led 
by minister William 
matchem.

s p e -
c i a l 
g u e s t s 
to the 
serv ice 

were: rev. brian 
Colbourne, Confer-
ence President, who 
has roots at long 
island; rev. Wilson 
Gonese, Chair of 
West District; rev. 
Roger Janes, Confer-
ence staff; mr. ernest 
Paddock, Pastoral 
Charge supervisor; 
mr. lloyd Colbourne, 
Official Board Chair and Rev. 
Wesley oake, retired minister and 
former resident of long island.

on June 14, 2015, we cele-
brated the 90th anniversa-
ry of the United Church 

of Canada and the 90th anniver-
sary of beaumont 
United on the Green 
bay south Pastoral 
Charge.  

the United Church 
was inaugurated on 
June 10, 1925 in To-
ronto when the meth-
odist Church, Con-
gregational Union of 
Canada and the Pres-
byterian Church of 
Canada entered into 
an organic union. 

the building of the present 
day beaumont United, originally 
Methodist, was started in 1916. 

over the next nine years, con-
struction was carried out by volun-
teers who worked between fishing 
seasons. the master builder was 
George b. Paddock.

in 1925 when all these Protes-
tant denominations joined togeth-
er to form the one United Church, 
the beloved church at beaumont 
was ready to open under the new 

Beaumont United Church 
90th Anniversary

Article and photos submitted by Ms. Barbara 
Colbourne of Beaumont United on the Green 

Bay South Pastoral Charge.

Our roots run deep 
with the wider church

w c c p a . c a

P r o u d  t o  b e  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e 
N e w f o u n d l a n d  a n d  L a b r a d o r 
C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  o v e r  2 5  y e a r s

Cutting the cake 
Bronwen Hewlett and 
Enos Paddock.

Rev. Wesley Oake en-
thralled the congrega-
tion with his stories of 
how life was, suround-
ed by the church, back 
in the day.
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  Unique Handcrafted 
Suncatcher Fused Glass

A curated collection of sermon-starter materials 
to jump-start your creativity. The Abingdon 
Creative Preaching Annual remains among the 
highest quality preaching resources available, 
ensuring that clergy can quickly find relevant 
material for their sermons.

$32.00 tax incl.
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Leona Laundry
320 Elizabeth Avenue, St. John’s, NL, A1B 1T9

Phone (709) 754-0372, Toll Free (877) 954-0386
ucbookstore@nfld.net

Daily Bible Readings and Prayers / Year C, 2016

Bread for the Day

Newfoundland Chocolate Co.

Use Bread for the Day for personal, household, or group 
devotions. This is the perfect resource for individuals, 
congregations, households, Bible study groups, prayer 
groups, clergy, church councils, outreach teams, 
confirmation students, and teachers.

C e l e b r a t i n g  9 0  Y e a r s 
 Th e  U n i te d  C h u rc h  o f  Ca n a d a

by Jenee Woodard

The trusted planning resource for traditional and contemporary worship.
The Abingdon Worship Annual 2016 offers fresh worship planning resources 
for all who plan and implement weekly worship.

$32.00 tax included

Abingdon Worship Annual 2016

Delicious Christmas gifts for your choir 
director, your minister, your Sunday 
school leaders, your grandmother ... 

Boxed chocolates and individual bars remain-
ing. Once they're gone -- they're gone!

A b i n g d o n  C r e a t i v e 
P r e a c h i n g  A n n u a l  2 0 1 6

$19.95 tax included

Annual
Christmas Sale

Nov. 18, 19 & 20

9 am - 4 pm daily

20% discount on 
selected items

Limited Quantities Remaining

Beautiful Christmas Gift

Handmade by 
Lorraine Jarvis 

$29.95

$5.95 tax included

$9.95 tax incl.

november 2015.indd   8 10/9/2015   1:43:40 Pm


