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Congratulations!
Newfoundland and Labrador Conference

welcomes its newest ordinands

Read the biographies of the newest clergy to our Conference on
the inside pages of the CONNECTOR.

The Rev. Peggy 
Joan Johnson 

The Rev. Stephen 
Jesse Barbour

The Rev. Wilson
Gonese

The Rev. Robert G. 
Tuck
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Nora Saunders, General
Secretary of The United 
Church of Canada, made her 
fi rst offi cial visit to the East 
District of the Newfoundland 
and Labrador Conference in 
May 2010.  During Nora’s 
visit, Bill Bartlett, Executive 
Secretary, escorted her to 
the East District Spring Meet-
ing held at Burry Heights 
Camp and Retreat Center. 
Nora also participated in 
the Celebration of Ministries
Service which was held at 
Gower Street United Church
on May 30th. 

Milestones in Ministry

Anniversaries:

Retirements:

The Rev. Lewis E. Crewe, B.A.(Ed), M.Div.
The Rev. John R. Davis, B.A., B.A.(Ed), M.ED.(Admin), M.Div.

The Rev. John F. McGonigle, Dip., Dia.Min.
Ms. Lorraine E. Moores, DLM

The Rev. Lisa Potter, R.N., B.A., M.P.A., M.Div.
The Rev. Russell L. Small, B.A., M.Div.

The Rev. Boyd L. Hiscock, B.A., M.Div. - 50 years
The Rev. Daryl L. Logan, B.A. - 50 years

The Rev. Theodore C. (Clem) Rodgers - 50 years
The Rev. F. John Adams, B.A., M.Div. - 45 years

The Rev. Arthur G. Elliott, B.A., M.Div. - 45 years
The Rev. Harvey G. Harris, B.Th. - 45 Years

The Rev. Ralph G. Moores, B.Th., B.A. - 45 years
The Rev. N. Wesley Oake, B.Th. - 45 years

The Rev. Frank W. Pye, B.Ed., M.Div. - 45 years
The Rev. George C. Gard - 40 years

The Rev. Dr. L. George LeDrew, B.A., M.Div., D.Min. - 40 years
The Rev. Clayton M. Parsons - 40 years
Mr. Raymond B. Cole, C.D. - 35 years

The Rev. Cyril R. Chaulk, B.A., B.Ed., M.Div. - 30 years
The Rev. S. Boyce Parsons, B.Th. - 30 years

The Rev. Bruce S. Kearley, B.A., M.Div. - 25 years

 

WELCOME
GENERAL SECRETARY
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In mid-April, as the minister 
on the Northern Arm Pastoral 
Charge, I received a letter in-

forming our Pastoral Charge that 
we had been twinned with a sis-
ter church, Cordova Bay Pastoral 
Charge in Victoria, BC, for our 85th 
Anniversary celebration.

Excitedly, we began communi-
cating by e-mail immediately. We 
exchanged newsletters, which were 
inserted in the  Sunday wor-
ship bulletins. It was won-
derful to learn how similar 
in spirit though distant in 
miles both Pastoral Charges 
were.  Cordova Bay Pasto-
ral Charge, like ours, is also 
mentoring a student clergy.

What gifts could we 
share to help us celebrate 
together? We decided to 
prepare a Getting to Know 
Us Scrapbook.  As the pic-
tures, recipes, and sharing 
continued in our planning 
group, we realized that 
time spent sharing with our sister 
church was helping celebrate God’s 
presence within us, in ways that we 
had not previously considered. We 
also realized that, like Cordova Bay, 
we believe that our faith tradition is 
not meant to be dull or irrelevant, but 
joyful and meaningful. So this was 

Marilyn Rees is the student minister on 
the Northern Arm Pastoral Charge.

an opportunity to share the many 
gifts that God has given us ... gifts 
of faith-in-action, hospitality, cre-
ativity (quilting) and, of course, our 
deep love and passion for the body 
of Christ – our United Church.

Given many of our members` pas-
sion for quilting, we also decided to 
create a quilted wall hanging that 
our members of Cordova Bay could 
hang in their church as a reminder 

of their sister church in Newfound-
land. The quilted hanging went be-
yond our expectations with designed 
Newfoundland scenes refl ecting the 
occupational and recreational in-
terests of the members of our Pas-
toral Charge. Pictures of our four 
churches, mussel farming, fi shing, 

and of our fl ora and fauna were sewn 
together with Newfoundland Tar-
tan, but most especially with God`s 
love as each member, young and old 
alike, individually signed the back of 
the quilt.

On June 6, two ambassadors, Tom 
and Elaine Zandee, members from 
Cordova Bay Pastoral Charge, came 
to worship with us and present us 
with a prayer shawl and candle to 

remind us of the light and 
love of Christ in our midst. 
It was wonderful to meet, 
share worship together and 
share a “cup of tea”. Being 
a part of the worship led by 
members of the Session at 
Pleasantview was expressed 
as very uplifting and mean-
ingful for the Zandees.

  For the members of the 
Northern Arm Pastoral 
Charge, this whole experi-
ence was a time to Remem-
ber the many blessings that 
God has given us, a time 

to Renew our faith and share it with 
members across the country and a 
time to Rejoice in how we are con-
tinuing to respond to our call to be 
the church.

Members of the Northern Arm Pastoral 
Charge display their quilt lovingly created 
for the members of the Cordova Bay Pasto-
ral Charge.

Remember, Renew, Rejoice

Northern Arm Pastoral Charge celebrates 85th Anniversary with members 
across the country from Cordova Bay United Church, Victoria, BC

SUBMITTED BY MARILYN REES
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O R D I N A N D SRev. Stephen Jesse Barbour, 
B.A., B.A.Sc., C.P.H.I.(C), M.Div.

Stephen was born and raised in St. John’s, the 
son of Jesse and Kay Barbour. He graduated 
from Memorial University in 1992 (B.A.) 

and Ryerson Polytechnical University in 1996 
(B.A.Sc.) and received his professional designa-
tion (C.P.H.I.(C)) from the Canadian Institute of 
Public Health Inspectors in 1998. For several years 
he worked in the Environmental Health industry in 
private and public roles, but always felt a calling to 
Ordained Ministry. 

In 2002, after much discussion and reflection with 
his family, Stephen approached Rev. John Murphy 
and his home congregation of Heritage United in 
Musgravetown to begin the discernment and can-
didacy process towards ordered ministry. He began 
his academic studies at the Atlantic School of The-
ology in 2004 and entered the full-time residential 
M.Div. program in 2006. 

Stephen is humbled and honoured by his call-
ing to ministry and the imagery of servant and pil-
grim. He feels that the story about Jesus and the 
disciples on the road to Emmaus (Luke 21:13-35) 
speaks strongly to Christians today – we often fail 
to recognize the face of Christ in the most common 
of daily activities; but when we partake in activi-
ties of faith and justice, we overflow with wonder 
and hope for the future, and become filled with joy 
and excitement to share the Good News with others 
who need to hear it.

Stephen is married to Tracy (Rees) Barbour of 
Harbour Grace and they have two beautiful daugh-
ters: Juliet who was born in 2005 and Janelle who 
was born in 2009. Stephen wishes to thank all of 
his family, friends, and home congregation who 
encouraged, supported and prayed for him on this 
pilgrimage of faith. He also wants to recognize the 
contributions of the community of Atlantic School 
of Theology, field placement site of Bethany United 
Church (Halifax, NS), and internship site of Wind-
sor United Church (Windsor, NS) in his vocational 
development. May God’s grace bless each of you.

The Lord came and stood there calling as at the oth-
er times ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ Then Samuel said, “Speak, 
for your servant is listening.” (1 Samuel 3:10)

Rev. Wilson Gonese, 
B.Th.

Wilson was born in a family of five in Gutu, 
Zimbabwe on January 12, 1969. He is 
the only son of Tinashe and Ida Gonese. 

Wilson grew up in Gutu where he completed high 
school in 1987. He grew up as a member of the Re-
formed Church in Zimbabwe. He graduated with a 
Bachelor of Theology Degree from Justo Mwale 
Theological College in 1993 and was ordained on 
April 1, 1995 at Munyikwa Congregation in Gutu. 
As part of continuing education, Wilson trained in 
Conflict Resolution, Evangelism Explosion and 
Learning for Transformation.

After ordination, Wilson served three Pastoral 
Charges in Zimbabwe; Munyikwa, Hwange and 
Chinhoyi respectively. While in Zimbabwe, he 
served as the chairman of Churches Human Rights 
Week, an arm of the Zimbabwe Council of Church-
es and he also served as the Provincial Coordinator 
for Election Monitors and Observers both local and 
foreign.

In September 2002, Wilson was called to serve 
in the Dutch Reformed Church in Botswana as a 
minister of the Gaborone Congregation where he 
served for five years until the time he left coming 
to Newfoundland. In Botswana, Wilson served as 
Moderator of the Dutch Reformed Church and he 
served as an Executive Committee member of the 
Botswana Council of Churches. He also served as a 
Board member of the Botswana Bible Society. Wil-
son represented the church at the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches Assembly in Accra Ghana in 
2004 and at the Reformed Ecumenical Council As-
sembly in Utrecht, the Netherlands in 2005.

Since coming to Newfoundland, Wilson serves 
as a member of the Burgeo Pastoral Care Commit-
tee, Burgeo Senior Citizens Board and the Burgeo 
Community Cemetery. Wilson is also a member 
of the Church in the World Committee of the West 
District. He also volunteers as a Board member 
of the West Haven Camp. Wilson represented our 
Conference at the “Behold” Intercultural Confer-
ence in Toronto in 2008. He also represented our 
Conference at the Racial Justice Train the Trainer 
Event in Toronto 2009.  

Wilson is married to Keresensia and they have 
two children, a daughter Ebenezer and a son 
Emmanuel. 

O R D I N A N D S
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O R D I N A N D S O R D I N A N D SRev. Peggy Joan Johnson , 
CStJ, RN, B.Voc.Ed., MSA, M.Div.

Peggy Joan Johnson, daughter of the late Doris and 
Clarence Johnson, was born at Little Catalina, and 
grew up there in a loving home shared by parents, 

grandparents, sister Eleanor and brother Franklin.

Peggy’s life journey has previously taken her through 
three meaningful careers. She began her vocational 
life as a teacher and lay-reader in Red Bay, Labrador, 
subsequently teaching in other communities of both 
Newfoundland and Nova Scotia. After taking time out 
to raise a family, she entered the profession of nursing 
where she worked in Psychiatry for several years prior 
to moving into administration with the Health Charities. 
Upon retiring as Executive Director of the Lung Asso-
ciation in 2004, Peggy began her studies at the Atlantic 
School of Theology to begin the fulfilment of her life-
long dream for Ordained Ministry, graduating with her 
M.Div. in May 2009. 

Peggy received her RN through Sir Sandford College 
in Peterborough, Ontario with a Graduate Certificate in 
Psychiatric Nursing from Waterford Hospital; her B.Voc.
Ed. from Memorial University; and her MSA from Notre 
Dame University in South Bend, Indiana. 

Peggy has dedicated a lifetime of voluntary service to 
various church organizations, as well as providing lead-
ership in areas of governance at both local and District 
levels. 

She has also had significant involvement in commu-
nity service both locally and nationally.  Appointment 
by Prime Minister Chrétien, Peggy served the Canadian 
Race Foundation and the Law Reform Commission. 
Through her work with St. John Ambulance, she was 
awarded a Commander of the Order of St. John (CStJ) 
by the Queen.

During her years of ministry preparation through the 
IMPO program, Peggy served at Wesley;   Stella Burry 
Community Services; Portugal Cove-Bell Island; and 
the Lower Island Cove Pastoral Charge, where she com-
pleted her third year of service. 

Peggy is married to John O’Brien and together they 
have a blended family of four children: Valerie (Claude), 
Peter (Rosellen), John (Tammy) and Colleen. They 
are blessed with five grandchildren: Michael, Alison, 
Rachel, Benjamin and Johnathan. 

Peggy is very grateful to family, friends and those 
members of the faith community who supported her 
along her faith journey.

Rev. Robert G. Tuck, 
M.Div.                                                     

Robert Tuck was born in Calgary and then his 
family moved to central Alberta where he at-
tended high schools in Leslieville  and  gradu-

ated from Lindsay Thurber Comprehensive High 
School in Red Deer, Alberta.  He attended Memorial 
University of Newfoundland in the evenings where he 
took courses in Adult Education.  

Robert has spent most of his working life in the con-
struction industry. Since coming to Newfoundland, he 
worked for the Provincial Government in Human Re-
sources, Labour and Employment. 

Called to ministry in 2004, Robert has served in 
three Pastoral Charges in Newfoundland and Labra-
dor; First United in Mount Pearl, Northern Arm, and 
Elliston-English Harbour Pastoral Charge. Robert 
completed his Social Ministry placement with the In-
ner City Pastoral Ministry in Edmonton, Alberta. Un-
der the MBPO (Ministry Based Path to Ordination), he 
received a Master of Divinity from the Atlantic School 
of Theology, Halifax, Nova Scotia on May 1, 2010.

Robert has been encouraged and supported in 
his ministry by his wife Karen (Thornhill) and four 
daughters: Katherine, Anne, Elizabeth and Victoria.  
Robert’s interests and hobbies include woodworking, 
reading, riding his bike and spending time with his 
family. 

 

Living Into   
Right  Relat ions  
 September 24-26, 2010 
Twin Ponds Camp  

 To receive more information, please contact: 
Bryce Hodder 709 364 1158 
brycehodder@nl.rogers.com 
Kathryn Eddy 709 643 2790 

katheddy@yahoo.ca 
 

 The United Church has made a commitment 
to live out its apologies to the Aboriginal 
Peoples and communities of Canada.  One 
of the ways to achieve this is through 
learning to live in right relationship with 
each other. 

(Near Lewisporte)
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A wonderful group of clergy, 
lay delegates, invited guests, 
students and staff gathered 

at Burry Heights on Friday, May 28, 
2010 to commence the East District 
Spring Meeting.  Our theme “All 
Things New” addressed the direction 
that our Conference is asked to address 
now and in the future.  The layout and 
décor of the meeting area made an im-
mediate positive impression.

We were blessed to begin the ses-
sion with the 
musical talents 
of Sid Wool-
frey who led 
us all weekend 
with  beautiful 
music.  District 
Chair Rev. Lisa 
Potter and Dis-
trict Secretary 
Rev. Miriam 
Bowlby took 
their seats and 
the proceedings 
began.  Special 
guests were welcomed,  enabling mo-
tions were attended to.  Business Table 
members were Rev. Amanda Barnes, 
Rev. Don Stiles, and Ruby Giles.  Ta-
ble group facilitators and duty people 
received their instructions.  All the 
“comfort” issues for our delegates were 
addressed.  The opening worship was 
led by Rev. Denine Morgan with Rev. 
Faith March-MacCuish presenting the 
In Memoriam list.  Then the business, 
addresses and the reports began.  Our 

Sight Restored, from St. James in St. 
John’s.  They are an inspiration and all 
should be commended.  Presentations 
followed with Racial Justice training 
continuing after lunch.  We adjourned 

for the Mile-
stones in Minis-
try Banquet.  The 
food, service, 
and formal pro-
ceedings were 
all marvelous.  A 
great time was 
had by all.

Sunday morn-
ing came quickly 
with more pre-
sentations and 
an election of a 
new Conference 
President Elect.  
Congratulations 
Rev. Lisa Potter.  
General Secre-
tary Nora Sand-
ers addressed 
the court.  

So the business of the court ended.  
Rev. Amanda and Rev. Don clued up 
and gave appropriate thanks.  After 
lunch we proceeded to Gower Street 
United Church in St. John’s for the 
Celebration of Ministries Service.  
What a grand building for a grand ser-
vice.  And of course we said our “so 
longs for now” at a lovely tea time fol-
lowing the service.  All in all, this was 
a marvelous weekend.

supper break included a great meal and 
a visit to the well-stocked Book Store.

The Friday evening session includ-
ed a worship focussing on the theme 

of Racial Justice by Rev. Nancy Mo-
jica-Fisher and Rev. Myles Vardy.  The 
39th General Council in 2006 man-
dated that all ministry personnel have 
training in this area and a lot of time 
was given during the meeting for this 
training.  Following more presenta-
tions, the evening ended with a great 
sing-a-long.

We gathered Saturday morning 
with worship led by the youth group,

stones in Minis-
try Banquet
food, service, 
and formal pro-
ceedings were 
all marvelous.  A 
great time was 
had by all.

ing came quickly 
with more pre-
sentations and 
an election of a Chair Rev. Lisa Potter (l) 

and Secretary Rev. Miri-
am Bowlby (r) led the del-
egates who gathered at 
the beautifully decorated 
Burry Heights through a 
successful East District 
Spring Meeting.

Delegates of the East District gather for the Spring Meeting

SUBMITTED BY GLORIA MYLES, COMMUNICATIONS CHAIR

“All Things New”
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SUBMITTED BY WILLIAM MATCHEM AND KATHRYN EDDY, ST. GEORGE’S PASTORAL CHARGE

The St. George’s Pastoral 
Charge, on the west coast of 
the island part of the prov-

ince, hosted the 2010 West District 
Spring Meeting, June 4-6, 2010.  Ev-
eryone started arriving on the morn-
ing of June 4 and registering and get-
ting their gift bags, which were the 
colours of the Mission and Service 
Fund. Then it was over to the Lions 
Club for a delicious lunch af-
ter which the meeting was of-
fi cially called to order by Rev. 
Paul Vardy, Chair of West 
District.

William Matchem, Board 
Chair for St. George’s Pas-
toral Charge, welcomed ev-
eryone and assured them that 
they would be treated with the 
best hospitality.  Reps from all 
the individual committees of 
the wider church updated the 
delegates. The guest speaker 
at the meeting was Barbara 
Fullerton who spoke on our 
theme “In Our Fullness” and 
stewardship and how we are 
all stewards of God’s blessings and 
have to do our part. We were treated 
to some fi ne drumming and song 
from the St. George’s Cultural Cir-
cle. Cheryl Jordain, Speaker of the 
All Native Circle Conference, up-
dated us on the work of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission and as-
sociated healing efforts. This process 

Delegates of the West District gather for the Spring Meeting

West District clergy gather following the 
Celebration of Ministries Service held at 
First United Church, Stephenville.

“In Our Fullness”

addresses the legacy of the Canadian 
Residential Schools.

Rev. Allan Hall, General Council 
guest, spoke on the cutbacks for the 
next three years and how the General 
Council would be short nine million 
dollars. He spoke of New Models of 
Ministry and the funding of one mil-
lion dollars for further studies. 

Ernest Paddock, AOTS represen-
tative, spoke of the Dondi project 
and the drive to raise $1.3 million to 
build a school for children in war-
ravaged Angola.  

On June 6 at 10:00 am the Cele-
braton of Ministries Worship Service
was held at First United Church. A 
highlight of the service was when 

Revs. Andrew Wright, Russell 
Small, Faith March-MacCuish and 
Bill Bartlett offi cially admitted Rev. 
Wilson Gonese from the Dutch Re-
formed Church in Botswana (Africa) 
into The United Church of Canada. 
Rev. Calvin Ginn was sworn in as 
President of the Newfoundland and 
Labrador Conference.  

For those who have never 
hosted a West District meet-
ing, I would encourage your 
Pastoral Charge to consider 
it. A couple of concerns that 
we had prior to hosting our 
fi rst meeting were: could 
we feed that many people 
and fi nd enough billets. The 
comments we received af-
ter hosting in 2008 taught 
us that if we have faith and 
trust the Spirit, it will hap-
pen. The experience was so 
positive for our congrega-
tions and the community 
that we invited them back! 
Members of our Charge now 
know the West District as a 

sea of friendly faces of clergy and 
delegates from Glovertown to Lab-
rador City to Port aux Basques. As 
Chair of the Offi cial Board, I saw 
amazing dedication from every-
one who helped to make the 2010 
West District Spring Meeting in
Stephenville a success.
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Book Store

Leona Laundry
320 Elizabeth Avenue, St.  John’s, NL, A1B 1T9
Phone (709) 754-0372, Toll Free (877) 954-0386

ucbookstore@nfl d.net

 Allpricesincludetax

More Voices Large Print

In response to many re-
quests, the UCC & Woodlake 
Pub. are pleased to announce 
the publication of a large 
print edition of More Voices.  
The words only volume con-
tains lyrics for every song in 
the More Voices collection in 
a font size recommended by 
the CNIB for use by people 
with visual impairments.  

The Alligator in Naomi’s Pillow
By David Giuliano,

Former Moderator of The United Church of Canada

The Alligator in Naomi’s Pillow is an engaging story about a little girl 
struggling to overcome her fears.  The text and the delightful illustrations 
are infused with humour and allow an easy rapport with Naomi and her 
nightly situation.  Naomi’s parents gently allow her to explore her fear in 
a supportive way that is neither sentimental nor harshly dismissive.  What 
can be seen as a troubling and upsetting event (for both parents and child) 
is sensitively and realistically dealt with by the author’s deft and light 
hand.   $13.95

David Sparkes 
has put together 
a unique and
comprehensive 
lectionary-based 
collection of 
prayers that can 
be adapted to 
present circum-
stances and used 
in a variety of
settings

$18.95 tax included

Pastoral Prayers to Share
Year A

This 10-session program for groups in-
cludes:

One copy of the source book Jesus:
Uncovering the Life, Teachings and
Relevance of a Religious Revolutionary by 
Marus Borg, 132-page Leader’s Guide, 12 
participants’ booklets, 10 full-colour post-
er visuals, and a DVD featuring new video 
clips of Marcus Borg.  $180 tax included.

Experiencing Jesus by Tim Scorer with Marcus Borg

By David Sparkes

$13.95 tax included

Ten-Session Program for Study Groups

This 10-session program for groups in-

A valuable addition to your adult program library that you will want to use again and 
again. Everything you need to begin is included.

All

prices

include

tax


