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Compassion Connects Continents

One young woman makes a big difference 
with the Wells for Africa project
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Few of us can ever forget the heart-wrenching 
media images of suffering and death coming 
out of Africa during the drought and famine 

of 2011. 

For one young woman of the 
Whitbourne pastoral Charge, 
however, it became more than an 
emotional response. noelle Rus-
sell, a grade 11 student, was so 
touched that she felt compelled to 
do something to help. she decid-
ed to raise money for a commu-
nity well to be dug in the drought-
ridden area of Zambia, Africa.

noelle initially shared her 
dream with her teachers at school. 
they committed to helping her 
but were not in a position to initi-
ate the organization of the proj-
ect. At this point, she approached 
me, her minister, with her won-
derful caring idea. 

I felt confident this was something that could be 
done through the mission and service of our unit-
ed Church of Canada.  
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A phone call to Rev. Roger janes, Conference pro-
gram & Leadership development minister, quickly 
gave us information on the united Church's Extra 

Measures Program.  

We researched this on our gen-
eral Council website and were 
thrilled to discover exactly what 
we were looking for: a link to the 
People’s Action Forum (PAF), 
a global partner in Zambia who 
was digging wells with the sup-
port of the united Church of 
Canada. 

noelle was excited with this 
discovery but wanted to know 
whether she could be informed of 
the actual community in Zambia 
where her project well would be 
dug. 

A phone call to Rev. david  
Armour, director of philan-
thropy at the general Coun-

cil Office, confirmed that this could indeed be 
done. With this solid commitment from Rev. 
Armour, noelle moved forward with her project. 

Noelle Russell presents her cheque 
that will pay for a newly dug well 
in Kamphasa, Zambia to Rev. Elsie 
Squires, East District Stewardship 
Chair (l), along with Noelle's minis-
ter, Rev. Peggy Johnson (r).
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in november 2011, noelle 
brought her proposed project to 
her congregation at trinity united 
in blaketown where she received 
full endorsement with a promise to 
support her in her efforts. 

the Wells for Africa project was 
launched a month later through the 
White gift services at both trin-
ity united, 
b lake town 
and grace 
united, dun-
ville. the 
groundwork 
was laid. 

the Extra 
M e a s u r e s 
Program had 
e s t i m a t e d 
that a com-
munity well in Zambia would cost 
approximately $7,000. one year 
later, through 
the coopera-
tive efforts 
of many, but 
spearheaded 
primarily by 
noelle and 
her family, 
the money 
was raised. 

determin-
ing the ac-
tual location 
for the well took a few weeks of 
communication between Rev. Ar-
mour and our global partners in 
Zambia. 

Finally, it was decided that the 
community of Kamphasa would 
be the actual well site but it would 
serve 12 other surrounding vil-
lages. the well would provide wa-
ter for both village people and the 
livestock on which many families 
were dependent for their liveli-
hood. 

the following year 2012 proved 
to be a tremendous year of fund-
raising activity for noelle and the 
four generations of her immedi-
ate family, most of whom are in-
volved with trinity congregation 
in blaketown.  

noelle's great grandmother ma-
vis suley, her grandparents sandra 

and derek 
R u s s e l l 
and ivy 
C o o m b s , 
her parents 
Craig and 
trudy Rus-
sell, and 
her sisters 
megan and 
emma all 
supported 

her through many unique fund-
raisers.

noelle's 
g r a n d -
m o t h e r 
s a n d r a , 
Clerk of 
s e s s i o n 
at trin-
ity Church, 
took most 
of the re-
sponsibili-
ty for orga-
nizing the 

fundraising activities while noelle 
and her friends were always ac-
tively involved.  

noelle’s aunt, Rev. marilyn 
Rees, received financial support 
for the project from her heart’s 
Content pastoral Charge and even 
sold her mother’s handmade pray-
ing hands dishcloths at the Atlan-
tic school of theology during the 
summer of 2012 when she was 
still a student.  this project was 
truly a family affair!

The United Church's global partner, Peo-
ple's Action Forum, supports community-
based water projects and helps develop 
systems for the supply, delivery, and 
maintenance of clean water.

The new well being dug in Kamphasa will 
provide water for village people and the 
livestock which many families are depen-
dent on for their livelihood.
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Rev. Peggy Johnson is the minister on 
the Whitbourne Pastoral Charge.

At a time when do-
nations for charities 
are shrinking, it took 
significant effort to 
raise the necessary 

$7,000. But through flea markets, 
bake sales, 
sale of great-
grandmoth-
er’s praying 
hands dish-
cloths and 
grandmoth-
er’s home-
made fudge, 
d o n a t i o n s 
from dif-
ferent con-
gregations, 
community groups and grandfa-
ther derek’s business friends and 
a charity concert by the Avalon 
Sleeveens, the necessary money 
was raised. 

on sunday, may 26, at a special 
Wells for Africa service in trinity 
united Church, noelle presented  
Rev. elsie squires, east district’s 
stewardship/mission & service 
Chair, with a cheque for $7,200 to 
be forwarded to Kamphasa, Zam-
bia through our mission & service 
network.

pictures of the community of 
Kamphasa which had been sent 
from our People's Action Forum  
partner in 
Zambia were 
displayed at 
that service as 
noelle shared 
her story, 
flanked by her 
family. 

the Zam-
bian pictures 
were later 
displayed at 
our east district spring meeting 
in bonavista where noelle, her 
grandmother and i (as her minis-

ter) had been requested to share 
the story. 

Later that week, noelle also 
shared her story with the united 
Church of Canada’s Founda-

tion board 
m e m b e r s 
(who were 
meeting at 
st. john’s 
City hall) 
upon the 
r e q u e s t 
of Rev. 
A r m o u r , 
w i t h o u t 
whom this 
A f r i c a n 

project could never have come to 
fruition. 

A network of generosity and 
compassion, initiated by 
one young woman, but sup-
ported by family, friends, 
congregations, east district 
volunteers, newfoundland 
& Labrador Conference and 
general Council staff have 
all intermeshed under our 
wonderful united Church of 
Canada to bring about a con-
nection between continents 
… separated by thousands of 
miles but connected by the 
love of God.

At her presentation to east dis-
trict delegates 
in bonavis-
ta, noelle’s 
grandmother 
sandra said 
the following 
words, and i 
quote:

“ n o e l l e 
and our 
whole fam-

ily are so thankful to all of those 
who helped us show god’s love 
to the African people. As you can 

see, small things can have huge 
impacts! 

Although we may never go to 
Africa to meet any of the families 
that will benefit from this well, 
we will be able to see pictures of 
the well being dug and the smiles 
on the faces of the African people 
that will now have clean water! 
how great is that! noelle and our 
family and friends are all ecstatic 
that this well is a reality. 

A small act of compassion from 
the heart can have a huge impact, 
not only on the people who will 
receive it but also on all of those 
who bring it to fruition. 

We are so proud of noelle and 
so very happy as a family to have 
been a part of this project. 

i want to close with these words: 
What may seem like an impossi-
bility can be changed into a reality 
when we have the love of god in 
our hearts. because, with god, all 
things are possible!”

 
Jesus said, “In as much as you have 
done it unto one of the least of these, 

my brothers and sisters, 
you have done it unto me.” 

(Matthew 25:40)

The children at the community school in 
Kamphasa will benefit from the new well.

Community women presently fetch 
water at a borehole and bring it two to 
three kilometers on their heads.

Noelle Russell (third from left) with 
her entire family who helped with 
the fundraising for a community well 
in Kamphasa, Zambia.
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E-mail: info@barretts.nf.net 

www.barretts.ca

Two Locations:

Smith Stockley Ltd.
264 LeMarchant Rd.
P.O. Box 1387, Stn. C
St. John’s, NL, A1C 5N5

Phone: 579-0073
Toll Free: 1-800-563-5544
Fax: 579-1437
sales@smithstockley.nf.net

www.smithstockley.nf.net

60th Wedding 
Anniversary

Appointments

Milestones in Ministry

Anniversaries

Retirements

the Reverend Lorne bungay, b.A., b.A.(ed.), m.ed., m.div.

the Reverend Calvin e. ginn, b.A., m.div.

mr. Raymond e. Rodgers (dLm)

the Reverend William thomas Reynolds
- 55 years

the Reverend Alton george demmons, b.A., m.div.
- 45 years

the Very Reverend dr. marion pardy, m.A., d.min., L.L.d., d.d.
- 45 years

the Reverend sidney K. newbury, b.th.
- 35 years

the Reverend dr. Wayne m. Cole, b.th., d.min.
- 25 years

 the Reverend harry j. Whitehorne, b.th.
- 25 years

After 55 years of min-
istry, the Rev. William 
and Mrs. Florence Reyn-
olds are also celebrat-
ing their 60th wedding 
anniversary.

Congratulations to the Rev. 
Larry Noseworthy, Confer-
ence representative to the 
Atlantic School of Theology 
Senate and the Rev. William 
Bartlett, Conference rep-
resentative to the Pine Hill 
Board.
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born in the town of 
Whitbourne, within a 
loving family as the 

second oldest child of george 
and mavis (smith) suley, spir-
itual nurturing was always up-
lifted. during her tender years, 
growing up with her broth-
ers and sisters, their hearts 
were kept soft, nourished and 

watered with family time and togetherness, as they 
walked with god through regular church worship and 
faith, despite the challenges and tragedies that life 
tossed their way. 

marilyn is grateful to god that her parents rein-
forced for her that faith in god, love of family and 
honest hard work are signs of a life lived in god’s 
presence. At 22 years old, god further blessed mari-
lyn when she married irwin Rees, whose loving and 
supportive presence has enabled her to continue to be 
the person she is today. 

marilyn has been an educator for thirty years as a 
primary and elementary classroom teacher/learning 
resource specialist. despite her many years of active 
involvement in church life, marilyn sensed a compel-
ling inward call that began her process toward ordina-
tion.  

marilyn gives thanks to god for all who have been 
a part of her life journey; those present and those 
gone on before and those who will be a part of her 
future life as she begins her ministry on the Fortune 
pastoral Charge.  marilyn extends her many thanks to 
all who have walked with her during her discernment 
process and student ministry experience. 

susan was born and 
raised in st. john’s. 
she entered the unit-

ed Church screaming at her 
baptism at gower street 
united. by age 10, she was 
a sunday school dropout 
but discovered the wonder-
ful world of choral singing at 
st. james. through her school-

ing years, susan sang with the st. james senior Choir.

she studied for a biology  degree at 
Memorial University. It was in a first-year chemistry 
lab that she met her future husband, george shep-
pard. Following the births of her children, noah and 
hannah, susan decided to restart the st. james Chil-
dren’s Choir. 

susan was the first graduate of the Certificate in 
youth ministry program (2008) at Queen’s College, 
nL. While completing the program, she also worked 
toward her masters of theological studies (2010), 
with a focus in pastoral Care and education.

susan continues to serve as the minister of youth 
and Christian education at st. james united in st. 
john’s.  she sings with the worship band Sight Re-
stored and is a go project enthusiast. As stitches, 
she is a chaplain at burry heights summer Camp 
each summer. she has also been a school crossing 
guard with the City of st. john’s for the past 11 years.

susan wishes to thank her family, Sight Restored 
and Rev. guy matthews. Finally, thanks go to the st. 
james congregation who have been a great support to 
both her and youth ministry in all its various forms. 

Rev. Marilyn Elaine Rees, 
B.A.(Ed.), B.A.(English), M.Ed.(Learning Resources), M.Div.

Ms. Susan Cavell (Winsor) Sheppard, 
B.Sc., Cert. Y.M., M.T.S.

O R D I N A N D D e s i g n a t e d  L a y  M i n i s t e r
Celebration of New Ministries

www.cauls.ca
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Green’s Harbour Methodist Church, 1900

in 1900, the congregation of the methodist Church in green’s har-
bour decided that their present church was not large enough to ac-
commodate their members and that they would build a new and 

bigger church. this was a unanimous decision and the building of the 
church was a happy occasion because every member of the congrega-
tion who could were ready and able to help. (mrs. Victor march, The 
Trident, november 1976)

this church has since been replaced with a newer church.  once the 
new church was build, this old church was removed from its site.

• 85 KENMOUNT ROAD • ST JOHN’S, NL • A1B 3N7    
 •  Phone: (709) 726-6990  •  Fax: (709) 726-4003

toll Free 1.888.241.2647
 •  E-mail: hickmanmotors.stjohns@gm.ca

www.hickmanmotors.stjohns.gm.ca

GC42

week of gC42 to help out with in-
formation, set up and move things 
around, child care, etc. 

so please think about volunteer-
ing in August 2015. it will be an 
opportunity for you to be on site 
and learn more about how this 
great church of ours works.  

expression of interest forms 
for the organizing committees are 
available on the newfoundland 
and Labrador Conference web site. 
please volunteer!

this visit gave us a good over-
view of the facilities that are 
available to us at grenfell. it was 
exciting to envision where meet-
ings and events will be held and 
discuss with the people at grenfell 
how the space might be set up to 
accommodate our needs. We also 
learned what grenfell can provide 
for us and what we need to do our-
selves.

As we toured the site, it became 
obvious that we will need a large 
group of volunteers who may not 
be part of the planning of the event 
but who are willing to set aside the 

in the spring, Kathy brett 
(Co-Chair of gC42 Local Ar-
rangements Committee), Faith 

march-macCuish (executive sec-
retary), Roy West (gC42 planning 
Chair), Karen smart (general 
Council staff)  and i met with rep-
resentatives of memorial univer-
sity’s grenfell Campus to tour the 
site of gC42. the meetings will 
take place at grenfell and accom-
modations and meals will be pro-
vided for commissioners and oth-
ers who are registered. 

We want  you !

Linda Stonehouse is Co-Chair of GC42 
Local Arrangements Committee.

A Piece of History

The interior view of the Method-
ist Church in Green’s Harbour.

by LindA stonehouse

Linda White, Chair,  
Conference Archives Committee

sept 2013.indd   6 8/7/2013   11:53:54 Am



     the Connector, September 2013     7

What’s 
Happening? 

 
Clergy Retreat 

2013 
N o v e m b e r 

4 - 6

Clergy get ready for days 
of education, restoration, 
rejuvenation.

Clergy Retreat 2013 is a 
very important time for our 
clergy to gather together 
to share ideas and care 
for one another.

We ask that each 
congregation please 
encourage your clergy to 
attend. They will surely 
feel the benefits of this 
time away.

Please watch for more 
details to come.

Fall District 
Meetings

E a s t  D i s t r i c t
Burry Heights Camp & 

Retreat Centre 
October 25-27, 2013

W e s t  D i s t r i c t
St. Matthew's United 

Church 
Lewisporte Pastoral 

Charge 
November 1-3, 2013

Be a part of the conversation:

C o m p r e h e n s i v e 
R e v i e w

Have you participated to be a part of the bold 
revisioning of The United Church of Canada for the 
21st century? 

the world still needs Jesus’ message of love and hope. 
Yet our church is facing demographic, cultural and fi-
nancial shifts that are challenging our ability to share 

this good news. How are we called to live out God’s mission 
in a changing world?

The Comprehensive Review Task Group believes God is call-
ing The United Church of Canada to the threshold of something 
new. In 2013, the task group began engaging our church in a 
broad conversation about how best to nurture a range of vital 
faith communities to embrace God’s mission. 

Are you involved in or are passionate about vision, young 
people, people of diverse cultural backgrounds, innovative 
thinkers, key influencers, and less-heard voices. Then you are 
invited to take part in the conversation. 

Newfound land  and  Labrador :

To date there are very few Pastoral Charges in our Con-
ference registered to be part of the conversation. There are 
already patterns emerging to the responses so conclusions will 
be drawn without many responses from our Conference unless 
we get involved.

We are pleading for you to register by going onto The Unit-
ed Church of Canada webpage, do a search of the Compre-
hensive Review and the request form will  be on the front page.  
You simply click the link and fill out the form. Someone will be 
in touch with you about a date for your conversation and you 
can gather interested people in your church for the conversa-
tion that can be done by web, phone or in person. 

The cut-off is the end of October. If Pastoral Charges do 
not want to go online and register themselves, you can get in 
touch with Rev. Paula Gale via revpaulagale@gmail.com or 
her church phone number (709) 628-5245 and she will have 
your Pastoral Charge added.

We cannot be the change that we want to see in the church 
if we are not part of the conversation!

Please register today for a fall conversation!!!
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Sabbath Pause offers daily writings that encourage us 
to make time for small sabbaths each day. each day for 
seven weeks, Chapman uses a combination of poetry 
and prose as well as quotations from scripture and lit-
erature to explore a theme. this exploration is followed 
by questions for reflection, a breath prayer, and an “in-
tention” for the day. 
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Leona Laundry
320 Elizabeth Avenue, St. John’s, NL, A1B 1T9

Phone (709) 754-0372, Toll Free (877) 954-0386
ucbookstore@nfld.net

Curating Worship

W o m e n ' s  B i b l e  C o m m e n t a r y

  The Women's Bible Commentary is a trusted, 
classic resource for biblical scholarship, written 
by some of the best feminist scholars in the field 
today. 
  This 20th anniversary edition features brand 
new or thoroughly revised essays to reflect 
newer thinking in feminist interpretation and 
hermeneutics. It comprises commentaries on 
every book of the Bible, including the apocry-
phal books; essays on the reception history of 

women in the Bible; and essays on feminist critical method. 
$20.50 tax incl.

50 New Prayers from the 
Iona Community

This pocketbook of 
prayers from people 
around the globe 
might be used in 
a daily discipline. 
Many of the prayers 
address the con-
cerns of the Iona 

Community: poverty and economic 
justice, welcome and hospitality, in-
terfaith dialogue, church renewal, and 
peacemaking.

Abingdon Creative 
Preaching Annual 2014

The Practice of Pastoral Care:  A Postmodern Approach

Sabbath Pause

28 Days of Prayer

Freedom From Worry Formerly The Abingdon 
Preaching Annual, sermon 
helps in this guide include 
lectionary-based sermons for 
each Sunday and special li-
turgical events, and a lection-
ary commentary. 

Worship planning aids 
include a four-year liturgi-
cal events calendar and the 
2014 lectionary readings.

$55.00 tax included

$26.95 tax included

by Jonny Baker

Patricia Wilson brings her warmth and encouragement to readers 
who struggle with the sometimes debilitating habit of worry. Based 
on the Psalms, Freedom from Worry emphasizes God’s loving kind-
ness and power to relieve every anxiety. For each of the 28 days of 

prayer, readers will find a thoughtful meditation, a reflection based on a psalm, a prayer to 
personalize with your own hopes and fears and a mindfulness exercise.

by Patricia Wilson

Drawing on psychological, theological, and cultural studies on suffering, Carrie Doehring encourages counselors to 
view their ministry through trifocal lenses and include approaches that are premodern (apprehending God through 
religious rituals), modern (consulting rational and empirical sources), and postmodern (acknowledging the contextual 
nature of knowledge).

20th Anniversary Edition, Revised and Updated

$28.95 tax included

by Terry Chapman

‘Curation’ is a term usually used in the art world for the role 
of imagining and overseeing an exhibition or art experience. 
however the word is now being adopted by people in alter-
native worship. Curation involves negotiating between institu-
tions and artists and making do with what is on hand to create 
something brilliant.

$11.95 tax included $28.20 tax included

by Carrie Doehring

New Crest Tshirts

     $19.10 tax incl.
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