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Read the biographies of the newest clergy to our Conference 
on the inside pages of this issue of the Connector.

The Rev. Alfreda Dianne 
(Tuff) Crewe

The Rev. Ricky Alvin 
Marsh

The Rev. Terrie Nowelle 
Burry
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Milestones in Ministry

Anniversaries

Retirements

The Rev. Roscoe Baxter Cole, M.Div.

The Rev. Dr. Wayne M. Cole, B.Th., D.Min.
 

Ms. Eula Dalley

The Rev. Marion J. Davis, B.A.(Ed.), M.Div.
 

The Rev. Arthur W. Elliott, B.Th.

The Rev. Betty Robbins, B.A.(Ed.), B.A., M.Div.

The Rev. Hubert A. Mercer, B.A.
- 55 years

The Rev. William A. Coish, B.A., M.Div.
- 45 years

The Rev. C. Jack Mercer, B.A., M.Div.
- 45 years

The Rev. R. Neil Newbury, B.Th.
- 45 years

The Rev. Dr. Clarence R. Sellars, B.A.(Ed.), M.Div., M.Th., D.D.
- 40 years

The Rev. Karen Bursey, B.A., B.Ed., M.Div.
- 30 years

The Rev. Eric G. Hillier, B.Th., B.A., B.Ed.
- 30 years

The Rev. Ernest H. Feltham, B.A.(Ed.), M.Div.
- 25 years
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Search begins for new 
Conference Executive Secretary

On July 22, 2011, the New-
foundland and Labrador 
Conference Sub-Execu-

tive met to agree on a process to 
appoint the Search Committee for 
the position of the Newfoundland 
and Labrador Conference Execu-
tive Secretary.  At that time it was 
decided that there should be a bal-
ance of gender, a balance of those 
from the Order of Ministry and 
lay representatives and a balance 
from the East and West Districts. 

It was moved that the commit-
tee will have a membership of 
seven people selected from the 
Conference and the staff resource 
person for the committee be the 
General Council Officer, Concili-
ar Relations, Rev. Carol Hancock.

The Search Committee will 
be made up of the Conference 
President, the Rev. Lisa Potter; 
one member of the Council of 
Finance; two Order of Ministry 
personnel; two lay representa-
tives and one youth or young 
adult representative. 

Those who are interested in 
any of these positions are asked 
to complete an Expression of 
Interest form and forward to 
the address indicated below no 
later than September 12, 2011. 

Rev. Kathy Brett 
P.O. Box 183, Stn. B 

Happy Valley-Goose Bay, NL 
A0P 1E0 

kathy.brett101@gmail.com

Now that the process is named, 
the Search Committee will be con-
firmed by a motion from the Con-
ference Nominations Commit-
tee to the Conference Executive 
in September.  Once the Search 
Committee is in place, Rev. Carol 
Hancock will take over working 
with the committee.  It is the hope 
that the position will be posted by 
the end of October, interviews to 
happen in January 2012, with the 
new Executive Secretary being 
named by the beginning of Febru-
ary.  That person will then begin 
in their position on July 1, 2012.  
Please keep the Conference, the 
Search Committee and those who 
are discerning the position in your 
thoughts and prayers. 

By REv. KATHy BRETT, CONFERENCE NOMINATIONS CHAIR

God’s Abundant Healing of Soul, Community and Creation
November 1, 2 & 3

Clergy get ready for days of education, restoration, rejuvenation.  Clergy Retreat 2011 is a 
very important time for our clergy to gather together to share ideas and care for one another. 
We ask that each congregation please encourage your clergy to attend.  They will surely feel 

the benefits of this time away.  Please watch for more details to come.

Clergy Retreat 2011
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The West District’s Spring 
Meeting 2011 was a won-
derful example of God’s 

work in action. 

From the time of registration 
to the ordination of Rev. Dianne 
Crewe and Rev. Larry Nosewor-
thy, delegates were well received 
by their hosts of Gander Pastoral 
Charge in regards to hospitality 
and food.

The theme of Access to God’s 
Word highlighted the importance 
of inclusion by the United Church 
to persons with physical, mental, 

and economic challenges. The 
question asked by Rev. Stephanie 
McClellan, as theme speaker, was 
“Whom do you see? Me or my 
(wheel)chair?”

While her presentation initially 
focused on physical challenges, 
it segued into a generalized dis-
cussion about how we might, as 
a church, continue to strive to be 
open to all persons, even those 
who have been marginalized; how 
being sensitive to the barriers, 
whether physical (inaccessible 
stairs), mental (stigma of mental 
illness), economic (on the poverty 
line), or otherwise, it is our obli-
gation to offer all who come, to 
be given the opportunity to access 

238 Torbay Road, P.O. Box 1776
St. John’s, Newfoundland, A1C 5P9

Tel: (709) 722-1532
Fax: (709) 722-6612

www.steersinsurance.com 

328 Hamilton Ave. 
St. John’s, NL, A1E 1J9 
(709) 579-6007 

73 Commonwealth Ave.
Mt. Pearl, NL, A1N 1W7
(709) 364-1937 

Fax:  (709) 579-3106 
E-mail: info@barretts.nf.net 

www.barretts.ca

Two Locations:

Narrator Rev. Faith March-
MacCuish along with Rev. 
Linda Burt and Rev. Roger 
Janes perform a skit describ-
ing how boundaries can be 
exceeded.  Copies of the new 
Sexual Abuse policy can be 
found online.

Delegates gather between 
sessions outside Fraser Road 
United Church. 

West District: 
Access to God’s 
Word
By REv. STEPHEN BARBOUR,  
COMMUNICATIONS CHAIR

Successful Spring Meetings for the 
West and East Districts

Delegates gather for education, fun, and sharing

God’s word and to be part of the 
Christian community.

For further details on the West 
District Spring Meeting, you can 
read the Waypoints Newsletter 
found on our Conference website: 
w w w. n e w l a b c o n f . c o m / WAy-
POINTS.pdf.

Once again, as participants 
entered Burry Heights, 
we were greeted with a 

setup and visuals that announced 
a great weekend was awaiting.  
There were direction and destina-
tion signs that led to all points on 
the globe.

The thorough planning was evi-
dent at the Registration Desk, the 
Business Table with Don Stiles, 
Amanda Barnes & Ruby Giles, the 
leadership of East District Chair 
Roy West and Secretary Miriam 
Bowlby during business sessions.

The participants gathered after a 
great supper to the marvelous mu-

East District: 
Where to from 
here?
By GLORiA MyLES, 
COMMUNICATIONS CHAIR
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sical leadership of Sid Woolfrey – 
Sid provided his talents through-
out the weekend.

The opening session handled 
the business of introductions and 
welcomes.  Sue White introduced 
our two ordinands Terrie Burry 
and Ricky March.  We have three 
candidates – Jocelyn Cook, Kym-
berley Burke-Cole and Marilyn 
Rees.  The Theme Speaker Sis-
ter Elizabeth Davis, Conference 
President Calvin Ginn, General 
Council Representative David Ar-
mour and AST faculty Laurence 
DeWolfe were welcomed.

Denine Morgan led the opening 
worship.  Then our Theme Speak-
er came to the podium.  Sister 
Elizabeth’s entertaining, insight-
ful presentation asked the question 
Where to from here?  She stressed 
the changing social reality in our 
country and our churches – demo-
graphics, women, family, poverty, 
environment, technology, global-
ization, security, consumerism, 
youth, cultural diversity – and 
where its leading all people today.  
She certainly made thoughtful 
provoking statements.

Burry Heights Camp Counsel-
lors presented clown ministry 
vespers entitled Love One Anoth-
er.  We enjoyed a sing-a-long with 
Wayne and Hertha Blackwood af-
ter the session.

Saturday was blocked with 
reports and presentations.  Our 
Chaplains led opening worship – 
Scott Parsons, Florence Sanna and 
Pamela Jones-Fitzgerald.

The Nominations Committee 
worked hard to fill the many posi-
tions needed to run this organiza-
tion of ours.

Nancy Warder informed us that 
Mary Smith of Norman’s Cove 
was recognized by 
the Provincial Gov-
ernment as a Senior 
of Distinction.  Joc-
elyn Greene of Stella 
Burry Community 
Services received the 
Paul Harris Fellow 
of Distinction Award 
this year.

Wayne Cole ad-
dressed the im-
portance of The 
Observer as a com-
munication link 
throughout the country.

Laurence DeWolfe gave an 
overview of the new promo-
tional materials and videos be-
ing used by the Atlantic School 
of Theology.

David Armour is the Director of 
Philanthropy at the General Coun-
cil Office.  He shared ideas on 
plans to integrate all fundraising 
in the church.

Sister Elizabeth addressed 
leadership roles and the elements 
necessary for revisioning in all 
organizations today focusing on 
theological aspects.

Kudos went to Cecil Nosewor-
thy and the kitchen staff for the 
marvelous banquet on Saturday 
evening as well as all weekend.

Faith March-MacCuish 
showed her talents leading 
the Milestones in Ministry 
Banquet where she recog-
nized retirements, anniver-

saries, ordinands, candidates 
and transfers.

A very special time was the 
farewell to our Conference Execu-
tive Secretary, Rev. Bill Bartlett.  
His contributions to this Confer-

ence are significant and he will be 
missed.  His daughter Rebecca-
Ann showed great support during 
his presentation.

Sunday morning was led by Roy 
West.  The business included the 
Settlement Report, requests from 
Nominations and information on 
the General Council 2012 com-
missioners.  Submitted propos-
als were presented and discussed.  
David Armour read a letter from 
Nora Sanders, General Secretary, 
acknowledging Rev. Bartlett’s 
work during his term.

Conference Staff Leona Laun-
dry had a great book store display 
and Alison Piercey made sure of-
fice concerns were attended to.

We all took a bagged lunch and 
headed to First United in Mount 
Pearl for the Celebration of Minis-
tries Worship Service.

We gathered from all directions 
in our District, we departed going 
in all directions.  Whatever our 
geographical direction, we will 
take the Word to the world using 
the directions of our great United 
Church of Canada.

Camp counsellors per-
form an inspiration-
al clown ministry skit 
for delegates. 

(l-r) Rev. Sue White and Rev. Faith March-
MacCuish present special appreciations at 
the Milestones in Ministry Banquet.
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O R D I N A N D S
that wherever that Pastoral Charge is in Newfound-
land, it is where she is meant to be and cannot wait 
to begin her ministry there in July.

Terrie loves reading mysteries, studying theol-
ogy, playing volleyball and Ultimate Frisbee, and 
the colour pink. Her favourite Bible story is the call 
of Jeremiah and she plans to get a Golden Retriever 
this summer. Terrie says: “I want to thank everyone 
who supported me, walked with me, prayed with 
and for me on this journey.  To my family, friends, 
home church, faculty at AST and everyone else 
who has played such a positive role in my life — 
thank you so, so much for everything.  And J.C. — 
I couldn’t have made it to ordination without you.  
This one’s for you.”

Terrie was born in St. John’s, NL, and spent 
most of her life living in Chapel Arm (Trin-
ity Bay) with her father Terry, mother Bren-

da and younger sister Stacy. Her home church is 
Bethel United Church in Norman’s Cove Pasto-
ral Charge and she spent many summers attend-
ing Burry Heights United Church Camp, first as a 
camper and in later years a counsellor and chaplain.

Starting the day she went to school for the first 
time, Terrie knew she wanted to be a teacher - in 
kindergarten, she wanted to be a kindergarten 
teacher; in grade six, she wanted to be a grade six 
teacher and when she finished high school at Cres-
cent Collegiate in Blaketown, the next logical step 
in her mind was to become a high school teacher. 
She headed to St. John’s to attend Memorial Uni-
versity in 2003 and began working on a Bachelor 
of Science degree in Biology and a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in Religious Studies concurrently. At 
the end of her third year at Memorial, Terrie no 
longer felt like she was heading where she was 
supposed to go. Following the outward call of her 
mother one night and the subsequent recognition of 
her inward call the next morning, she realized that 
ministry was indeed where God was calling her to 
go.  That day, she made the decision that she would 
live into her call and become an ordained minis-
ter.  She finished her last year at Memorial, began 
discernment and started at the Atlantic School of 
Theology in September of 2007.

in her first two years, Terrie attended Fort 
Massey United Church in Halifax for her super-
vised field education under the guidance of Rev. 
Trent Cleveland-Thompson. She spent her intern-
ship in her third year in St. Catherines, Ontario 
at First Grantham United Church, learning from 
Rev. Dr. Paul Miller and Rev. Dr. Diane McLellan 
Walker. Both of these congregations will forever 
hold a place in Terrie’s heart and she is eternally 
grateful for the love and support she received from 
them. Trent, Paul, Diane and both congregations 
have played incredible roles in forming Terrie’s life 
and ministry.

Terrie graduated from AST with a Master of 
Divinity on April 30, 2011.  At the time this biog-
raphy was written, Terrie had not yet heard which 
Pastoral Charge she would be settled to, but knows 

Dianne grew up in Templeman, Bonavista 
Bay. She is the eldest of three children of 
the late Jabez and Margaret (Howell) Tuff, 

both of Templeman.  During her growing up years, 
she attended St. Mark’s United Church and was in-
fluenced immensely by her parents, who were both 
involved in their church. 

She attended Templeman Elementary School and 
graduated from Wesleyville Central High School. 
For many years she was a teacher in Templeman, 
Pound Cove, Wesleyville, Lumsden, Fogo, Wings 
Point and Gander Academy. 

Dianne was involved in various charitable orga-
nizations in her community and served on different 
church committees. She enjoys walking, playing 
piano and singing and has been a soloist and choir 
member in various choirs for many years. Her pas-
sion is for equal rights and equality for all people. 

She is married to Percy Crewe formerly from El-
liston, Trinity Bay and they have two children: Re-
becca and her husband Oliver in Calgary, Alberta 
and a son Sam and his wife April in Leduc, Alberta. 

Dianne has a B.A.(Ed.) from Memorial Univer-
sity of Newfoundland and a M.Div. from Atlantic 
School of Theology.

Rev. Terrie Nowelle Burry, 
B.A., M.Div.

Rev. Alfreda Dianne (Tuff) Crewe, 
B.A.(Ed.), M.Div.
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Smith Stockley Ltd.
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P.O. Box 1387, Stn. C
St. John’s, NL, A1C 5N5

Phone: 579-0073
Toll Free: 1-800-563-5544
Fax: 579-1437
sales@smithstockley.nf.net

www.smithstockley.nf.net

O R D I N A N D S
Ricky Alvin Marsh was born in Come-By-

Chance, Newfoundland and raised in the 
communities of Deer Harbour and Little 

Heart’s Ease, Newfoundland. He is the fifth child 
of Hubert and Audrey Marsh and has six broth-
ers and one sister. All were raised in the United 
Church denomination.

While attending church as a teenager, Rick 
dreamed that someday he would become a minis-
ter. His call came at an early age but was pushed 
aside for the business of an adult life.

Rick has received 30 credits through distance 
education from Memorial University of New-
foundland. He completed and received a Geologi-
cal Field Technician certificated from Keyin Tech 
at Clarenville, Newfoundland. Rick has a wealth 
of experience in many different fields of work that 
have served him well, these include a fisherper-
son, logger, bus driver, truck driver and silver cul-
ture worker within the forestry of Newfoundland 
and Labrador. 

Rick met his wife Donna in Eastport, Newfound-
land where he worked as a fisherman. Donna and 
Rick have three children: two daughters Samantha 
and Amanda and one son Matthew. They have also 
been blessed with two son-in-laws Ryan and Shane 
who have brought forth three beautiful grand-
daughters Hailey, Lexi and Georgia. 

While attending the Atlantic School of Theology, 
Rick had the honour of having his learning site at 
Port Wallis United Church, Waverley under the su-
pervision of Rev. Ivan Gregan. Rick has completed 
an internship at St. Paul’s United Church in Grande 
Prairie, Alberta where he worked with Rev. Mark 
Malek under the supervision of Martha Dawson.

Lawrence (Larry) Boyd Noseworthy was 
born in Corner Brook, NL. He graduated 
from the former Herdman Collegiate in 

1969 and then attended Memorial University of 
Newfoundland, graduating in 1974 with a B.A., 
B.Ed. He moved back to Corner Brook where he 
worked as a classroom teacher for thirty years. 

Throughout his life, he felt a call to ministry, and 
after retiring from the teaching profession, he be-
came a candidate for ordained ministry. He entered 
the M.Div. Summer Distance Program at Atlantic 
School of Theology and graduated April 2011. 
During his studies he served St. George’s Pastoral 
Charge, Elliston Pastoral Charge and Pool’s Cove 
Pastoral Charge. 

Larry is married to Margo Thistle of St. John’s. 
They raised three children: David (Jenn), a law-
yer in Toronto; Heather (Danny) Neville, a nurse 
in Fredericton; and Rebecca (Alan) MacDonald, 
who just recently graduated with a B.N.  Larry and 
Margo are the proud grandparents of three beauti-
ful granddaughters: Sara, Maddy, and Katherine.

Rev. Ricky Alvin Marsh, 
M.Div.

Rev. Lawrence Boyd Noseworthy, 
B.A., B.Ed., M.Div.

Rick could not have travelled this journey with-
out the support of the Little Heart’s Ease Pastoral 
Charge, Lorraine Moores (DLM), friends, family, 
extended family and in particular his wife who has 
supported him with a dedication beyond words. 
Rick is very grateful to all who have been a part of 
his life on the path towards graduation with a Mas-
ters of Divinity Degree and towards ordination in 
The United Church of Canada and will continue to 
remember the blessings that all have brought.
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Leona Laundry
320 Elizabeth Avenue, St. John’s, NL, A1B 1T9

Phone (709) 754-0372, Toll Free (877) 954-0386
ucbookstore@nfld.net

Leadership and Listening

Church leaders must fundamentally change the way 
they view leadership, governance, and management in 
their organizations if they are to take seriously the need 
to listen to God’s desires before acting. in Leadership 
and Listening, readers will find encouragement and 
specific suggestions for re-imagining church gover-
nance and management.

In this brief 
book Allan 
Hugh Cole ex-
plains the pro-
cess of grief 
and what loss 
can do to us, 
identifies ways 
of coping, and 
reminds us 
of the hope 

that we can find in mourning. Ulti-
mately, Cole offers a plan of “good 
mourning”--a way to work through 
the loss and rebuild life with new 
strength. Cole describes what 
it takes to be engaged in good 
mourning instead of endless suf-
fering and demonstrates how faith 
and prayer can be practical tools in 
rebuilding life after loss.

$34.80 tax included

Good Mourning

$19.95 tax included

Allpricesincludetax

Healing Services by James. K. Wagner

Just In Time Series

Persons who design and lead worship will find 
this a practical and invaluable guide to Christ-cen-
tered healing ministry that can be easily adapted in 
a variety of settings.  The book includes complete 
guidelines for developing a healing service ministry 
as well as answers to frequently asked question.

$14.85 tax incl.
$16.90 tax incl.

The Green Bible Devotional

The Bible carries a powerful message for the earth. The Green Bible offers over 60 
daily readings, topically arranged with green-letter passages of scripture, along 
with guided meditations and prayers.

    
Abingdon Worship Annual 2012 

by Mary J. Scifres and B.J. Beu
 

Worship leaders share a common challenge: to pro-
vide quality, integrated, creative worship week after 
week for congregations hungry for meaningful and ful-

filing connections with God.  This popular book is offered 
as part of your journey to help your congregations grow in 
faith.  Many readers also find it helpful as a weekly devotional 

guide or a prayer resource as they gather for lectionary study groups. 
                                                                                          $30.75 tax incl.

Getting Through Your Grief Spiritual Foundations for Church Governance
by Donald E. Zimmer

A Book of Daily Readings

$19.65 tax incl.
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