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The KAIROS Living Courage Tour rolled into South Brook on June 14th. 
From the beginning, the warmth and courage of the amazing tour del-
egates radiated from their beautiful smiles and magnetic personalities and 

touched everyone they met.

The Living Courage Tours are a project of the KAIROS Women of Courage 
Program.  The United Church of Canada is a member of KAIROS Canada.

The tour consisted of two extraordinary and courageous women who are hu-
man rights defenders in their countries. Lucy Talgieh, Women’s Project Coordi-
nator at Wi’am, Palestinian Conflict Resolution Center in Bethlehem and Claudia 
Castellanos Roncancio, a human rights lawyer and advocate from the Popular 
Feminist Organization (OFP) in Columbia. KAIROS employees Sara Stratton 
and Rachel Warden, translator for Spanish-speaking Claudia, also accompanied 
the tour. 

The Living Courage Tour came to South Brook as a result of my attendence at 
a networking event on peace and justice issues in Israel/Palestine at The United 
Church of Canada General Council Office in February.  

By hOPe ROWSeLL

KAIROS Living Courage 
Tour participants (l-r) 
Lucy Talgieh, Sara Strat-
ton, Claudia Castellanos 
Roncancio and Rachel 
Warden with their wall 
hanging gifts.

Continued on page 2
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Please include the name(s) of those 
in the photos and a statement 

indicating that permission has been 
granted for publication.  

Hope Rowsell is a member of South Brook 
United Church on the Green Bay South 
Pastoral Charge.

At that point, the tour was com-
ing to eastern Canada, ending in 
Nova Scotia and had no intentions 
of coming to Newfoundland.  I’m 
so thankful that we were given the 
opportunity to participate.

Upon arrival in South Brook, the 
delegates, along with 40 guests, 
were treated to a Newfoundland 
jigg’s dinner with salt beef and 
turkey and Newfoundland berry 
pudding and sauce for dessert.

A public forum, with 70 people 
in attendance, opened with music 
and words of welcome from the 
United Church and the Town of 
South Brook.

Lucy and Claudia told their 
stories and talked about the daily 
struggles they face and ways in 
which they are resisting violence. 
Claudia said that her organization, 
OFP, in Columbia offers legal ad-
vice and accompaniment, training, 
youth programs and provides a 
safe space. The OFP in Colum-
bia have organized the first inter-
national women’s courts of truth, 
justice and reparation; with the 
first one scheduled for 2013.  

These women are not asking 
for handouts or special treatment. 
They only want justice and peace 
for themselves and their people 
and they are asking us to stand in 
solidarity with them to help them 
achieve their mission through 
peaceful resistance. By inviting 
Lucy and Claudia to come and tell 
their stories, we are taking a step 
toward justice in our world.

The public forum ended with 
music and presentation of gifts 
to our guests.  Participants then 
shared fellowship over coffee 
and dessert.

Many people came from Spring-
dale and surrounding areas to at-
tend the event.

We only met Lucy, Claudia, 
Sara and Rachel for a few hours 
but by the time they left, it felt like 
we had known them forever and it 
was sad to see them go.

We felt honoured and privileged 
to have the opportunity to rub 
shoulders with Lucy and Claudia. 
They are an inspiration and their 
stories, their commitment to jus-
tice and their courage touched my 
very core. They made an imprint 
on my heart that will last forever.

South Brook United Church 
sends prayers and best wishes with 
Lucy and Claudia as they continue 
their journey for peace and justice. 
We stand in solidarity with them! 
May the God of peace and justice 
go with them and bless them and 
their people now and always.

South Brook United Church is 
a very small congregation on the 
Green Bay South Pastoral Charge  
with approximately 20 families.  
hosting this event was a huge task 
for such a small group but every-
one worked together and the event 
was a huge success.  

It took a lot of faith and many 
emails but the results were worth 
it all and I was very proud, but 
also very humbled, to be part 
of this great international event 
which touched so many people in 
such a meaningful way.

Other than halifax, South Brook 
had the largest attendence.  Small 
churches can do great things!

Continued from cover
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Straits of Belle Isle.  In 1824 Thomas 
Hickson went on a “mission of explora-
tion.”  A similar mission was carried out 
by Richard Knight. But in the report of 
the Committee for 1829, it was reported  
“the Labrador mission is for the present 
suspended.”  It was not until 1862 that a 
minister was stationed on the Labrador 
coast. (Naboth Winsor: Building on a 
Firm Foundation)    

While others may have been appointed 
earlier, registers of baptisms and burials 
for the Red Bay Pastoral Charge reveal 
that, at least since July of 1878, ministers 
have been settled on the charge.  Their 
labours were not in vain and the congre-
gation continues to build on their good in-
heritance, and their faith remains strong. 

Over the years, our charge has strug-
gled with obtaining and keeping clergy 
and our building has been closed from 
time to time, but the church still remains 
a vital part of our community. 

The Conference Archives and 
history Committee continues 
to seek your help in identifying 
photographs in the Rev. Max-
well Dawe photograph collection. 
enjoy this wonderful collection of 
historical photographs. 

research-based cultural resources 
held by Memorial University and 
partnering organizations. 854 
photographs from the Dawe col-
lection were scanned with a high 
resolution of 600 dpi. They are 
also backed up on DVDs held at 
the Conference Archives. 

you can 
now view 
these pho-
t o g r a p h s . 
Go to the 
A r c h i v e s 
page on our 
Conference 
website at 
www.new-
l a b c o n f .
com for the 
link to the 

Maxwell Dawe collection. 
help us identify any photos that 

have not been identified.  Just as 
Alice Moores did.  Alice identi-
fied her home church in Red Bay, 
Labrador in the January issue of 
the Connector.  She sent us a re-
cent photo and some historical 
data on the United Church in Red 
Bay (with extra information from Rev.
Russell Small): 

This church was opened in 1951. It was 
built next to the older church which was 
torn down after the new one was built. It 
stands on the top of the hill overlooking 
the harbour and has been a focal point 
of this community as far back as people 
can remember.

The foundations of this congregation 
are built upon the Methodist traditions. In 
1820, the Wesleyan Missionary Commit-
tee resolved to establish a mission on the 
southern part of Labrador; somewhere 
along the 300 miles of coast from Hope- 
dale South to between Hopedale and the 

History and Archives
Rev. Maxwell Dawe photo collection now online

We told you about the 
h.M. Dawe collection 
in the January 2012 is-

sue of the Connector.  

This collection consists of tex-
tual material, photographs, lantern 
slides, 35 mm slides, and 16 mm 
films - all related to life in New-
foundland 
and Labra-
dor in the 
mid-twenti-
eth century, 
most of 
which were 
taken by 
Rev. Dawe 
throughout 
his mission-
ary travels 
b e t w e e n 
1938 and 1959. 

These images, housed in the 
Conference Office in St. John’s, 
provide rare photographic depic-
tions of life and work in New-
foundland and Labrador during 
this era, including many unique 
shots of communities, churches, 
boats, and people. 

We are pleased to let you know 
that in March 2012, the Confer-
ence Records, Archives and his-
tory Committee applied to the 
Department of Tourism’s Cultural 
economic Development Program 
for a grant to digitize the photo-
graphs in the Dawe collection. We 
received a grant of $3,755 to hire 
an archivist to complete the work.

For technical expertise, we part-
nered with Memorial University’s 
Digital Archives Initiative (DAI), 
the gateway to the learning and 

By LINDA WhITe

This photograph from the Maxwell Dawe 
collection depicts a house on Sound Island, 
Placentia Bay being launched.

The United Church in Red Bay, Labra-
dor was identified in a past issue of 
the Connector. These photos depict 
the church under construction and as 
it is now. 

Linda White, Chair, Conference Records, 
Archives and History Committee, can be 
contacted at lindaw@mun.ca.
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238 Torbay Road, P.O. Box 1776
St. John’s, Newfoundland, A1C 5P9

Tel: (709) 722-1532
Fax: (709) 722-6612

www.steersinsurance.com 

Milestones in Ministry

Anniversaries

Retirement

The Rev. Karen Bursey, B.A., B.ed., M.Div.

The Rev. Dr. Morley F. hodder, B.A., B.D., S.T.M., Th.D., D.D. 
- 60 years

The Rev. Dr. hector K. Swain, C.D., B.ed., B.Th., M.Div., Ph.D. 
- 55 years

The Rev. Melvin R. Ralph, B.A., M.Div. 
- 50 years

The Rev. Ambrose e. Newbury, B.A., M.Div.
- 45 years

The Rev. Silas G. Rodgers, B.Th. 
- 40 years

The Rev. Arthur W. elliott, B.Th. 
- 35 years

The Rev. Dr. Tony S. Newell, B.A., M.Div., D.Min. 
- 30 years

The Rev. Walter M. Biles, B.Th. 
- 25 years

The Rev. George R. Kean, B.Th. 
- 25 years

The Rev. Kymberly Ann Jeanette Burke-Cole, M.Div.

Ordinand
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328 Hamilton Ave. 
St. John’s, NL, A1E 1J9 
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www.barretts.ca

Two Locations:

• 85 KENMOUNT ROAD • ST JOHN’S, NL • A1B 3N7    
 •  Phone: (709) 726-6990  •  Fax: (709) 726-4003

Toll Free 1.888.241.2647
 •  E-mail: hickmanmotors.stjohns@gm.ca

www.hickmanmotors.stjohns.gm.ca

WESLEY THRIFT SHOP AND DROP-IN CENTRE
A neighbourhood outreach project in the centre of St. John’s

The dream and vision of 
Goldie evans became a 
wonderful outreach of 

Wesley United Church in 2001 
when Goldie and a few other 
women of Wesley opened the 
Wesley “Thrift Shop”.  

The purpose was to give some 
of the St. John’s downtown resi-
dents a place to buy used cloth-
ing and small household goods at 
extremely low prices and also to 
provide a place for them to come, 
relax, associate with others and 
enjoy a nice cup of tea/coffee and 
light refreshments. 

To say that this dream came 
to fruition and appreciation is an 
understatement.  It is hard to ad-
equately describe just what this 
Thrift Shop means to so many.  
Over the period of 11 years, it has 
grown to be a city-recognized out-
reach of the United Church.

The many people who come ev-
ery Tuesday could testify just what 
this Tuesday afternoon means to 
them.  After announcing that the 
Thrift Shop would be closed over 
the Christmas period, one lady left 
with tears in her eyes wondering 
what she would do over the next 
two or three weeks, as this was the 
highlight of her week.

Apart from the outreach to these 
people, so many others benefit 
from this venture.  Making money 
is not an objective of the Thrift 
Shop, however, it is one of the oth-
er aspects of the outreach.  Over 
the past 11 years, contributions in 
the order of $25,000 have been 
given to various organizations.  

Bridges to hope, Iris Kirby 
house, the haitian Relief Fund, 
the Badger Relief Fund, the Wato-
to Choir, just to name a few, have 
benefited. And, of course, contri-
butions were made to various proj-
ects within Wesley. Also from the 
funds raised, we have provided a 
light lunch to our clients at an 
expense of over $5,500.  These 
figures do not include the help 

the Thrift Shop has given within 
the church (the Sunday School, 
the Waterford Christmas party, a 
Bible Study seminar – again, just 
to name a few).  It is absolutely 
amazing that all this resulted from 
selling used items at an average of 
50 cents!!

Obviously, this outreach does 
not work on its own.  It requires 
the dedication of many peo-
ple of our congregation giving 
much time and work.  They do 
this quite willingly and with 
much enjoyment.  

We have women who sort and 
display, women who look after the 
kitchen duties and women who 
look after the check-out counter, 
and, some men who help with the 
work of packing up and stacking 
tables and chairs.

Our deepest appreciation goes 
to all these volunteers.  And last, 
but not least, this outreach would 
not be possible without the sup-
port of the many people who pro-
vide the endless supply of used 
clothing and household goods.

As we keep saying about the 
Thrift Shop, it is an “All Win” 
situation.  With a little effort, so 
many benefit!!

A sample 
of items for 
sale at the 
Thrift Shop 
at Wesley 
United 
Church.

Marvin Barnes is a member of Wesley 
United Church, St. John’s.

By MARVIN BARNeS
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Smith Stockley Ltd.
264 LeMarchant Rd.
P.O. Box 1387, Stn. C
St. John’s, NL, A1C 5N5

Phone: 579-0073
Toll Free: 1-800-563-5544
Fax: 579-1437
sales@smithstockley.nf.net

www.smithstockley.nf.net

Corner Brook, 
Newfoundland and Labrador

Plans have already begun and we want to keep you informed.

2015 General Council

Look in 
the next 
issue of 

the Connector 
for a report 

from the 
GC41 

Commissioners 
from the 

Newfoundland 
and Labrador 
Conference.

D i a m o n d  J u b i l e e  T e a
with their Honours Lieutenant Governor John Crosbie 

and Mrs. Jane Furneaux Crosbie 

On April 14th, Wesley United 
held an afternoon tea to commem-
orate the 60th anniversary of the 
coronation of Elizabeth II, Queen 
of Canada. Some 150 guests were 
present and were joined by their 
Honours Lieutenant Governor 
John Crosbie and Mrs. Jane 
Furneaux Crosbie. 

After tea, scones, cookies and 
sandwiches, Her Honour gave a de-

lightful presentation which included tales of meeting Queen Elizabeth and some 
banter with His Honour over when she should conclude her remarks! Ed Kava-
nagh provided entertainment including several selections on the harp, readings 
from one of his books and a few songs. 

A special feature of the afternoon was a group of ladies from Agnes Pratt who 
had some of the most attractive hats of the afternoon. A guest book was signed by 
those in attendance and will be forwarded to the Queen in Buckingham Palace 
in London. A good time was had by all, especially His Honour who gave “three 
cheers for Wesley” as he left the hall.  

                                           - Marvin Barnes, member of Wesley Church Council

It’s official ...

will be held in 

Please look for updates in future issues of 
the Connector.  
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On behalf of the
Newfoundland and 
Labrador Conference, 

I extend salutations and God’s 
blessings to you all. I trust this 
summer has been one filled 
with opportunities to rest, 
renew and regenerate as we head 
into fall. 

Today, as I write this article, it 
is a lovely hot day here in Cor-
ner Brook. It is hard 
to imagine I am look-
ing forward to winter 
and the snow. I love 
summer; barbecues, 
walking, swimming, 
camp fires and biking etc. In 
fact, I love all times of the year 
for different reasons. 

however, in the coming winter 
of 2012, I am looking forward to 
observing how affective the re-
pairs to my roof to eliminate the 
problem I have experienced over 
the past two years have been. 
you see, when I bought the house 
in June 2010, I was unaware that 
there was heat escaping into the 
attic causing the snow on the 
roof to melt and ice to build up as 
a result. 

A local contractor told me the 
lack of good air circulation in 
the attic of the older homes was 
the cause. The roof needed to be 
properly vented. 

our souls and our churches to 
keep us alive and doing God’s 
work. When the spirit is trapped 
and unable to move freely, stag-
nation occurs then, over time, 
spiritual death. 

It indeed has been my plea-
sure to represent the Church and 
to do the work as Conference 
President. To date, I have visited 
Norris Arm North congrega-

tion on the Bishop’s 
Falls Pastoral Charge 
to celebrate with 
the congregation 
60 years of minis-
try to that commu-

nity.  As well I have preached 
at Topsail United as part of 
their 175 years of ministry in 
Conception Bay. 

I look forward to oth-
er opportunities to share in 
celebrating God’s spirit moving 
amongst us in the coming year. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

 
Myles

 
Rev. Myles W. Vardy

As the carpenters started their 
work, I very quickly discovered 
why the house had no air circu-
lation. The soffits in the eve of 
the house were plugged with 
paint and the old thru-vents were 
plugged with insulation. Both 
these conditions, along with in-
adequate insulation in the attic 
walls, were responsible for the 
ice damning on the roof in the 

winter. The ice was not only 
causing damage to property but 
also became an increased risk of 
personal injury to anyone struck 
by the falling ice.

The workers diligently re-
paired the dry rot in the roof. 
Then the soffits, thru-vents and 
roof shingles were replaced. 
What a relief to feel the air cir-
culating through the attic for 
the first time. I thought to my-
self, there’s a sermon there! And 
there is.

having the air circulation re-
established in the attic reminds 
us, I believe, of how important 
it is to make sure the winds of 
the spirit continue to refresh 

From the President’s Desk 
 
Rev. Myles W. Vardy B.A., B.Ed., M.Div.

“I look forward to other opportunities to 
share in celebrating God’s spirit moving 

amongst us in the coming year.”
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Based on the Revised Com-
mon Lectionary (RCL), this book 
is an invaluable aid that provides 
all liturgical pieces needed in pre-
paring for worship each week. A 

multitude of poetic prayers and responsive readings 
as well as a question for reflection and household 
prayers for morning and evening so churches can 
include them in their bulletin.
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Leona Laundry
320 Elizabeth Avenue, St. John’s, NL, A1B 1T9

Phone (709) 754-0372, Toll Free (877) 954-0386
ucbookstore@nfld.net

Prayers for Ordinary Time

handy, helpful prayers to use in public worship 
during Ordinary Time. The collection includes in-
vocations, opening prayers, prayers of confession, 
and pastoral prayers for the Sundays after Pente-
cost. Drawn from a variety of traditions, the prayers 
in this collection will aid any congregation as it 
worships throughout the journey of this season of 
the Christian year.

 Prepare!

Prepare! is a weekly 
worship planbook specially 
designed for clery and mu-
sicians. An all-in-one re-
source, it helps plan worship 
services for each Sunday 
and holy day of the year. 
Its calendar format makes 
it easy to plan the entire 
choir year from September 
through August. It also con-
tains complete lectionary 
texts, as well as reproducible worship planning forms. 
Finally, Prepare! suggests eight or more hymns for 
each service, appropriate for thirteen major denomi-
nations  $31.30 tax included

2013 Canadian Church Calendar

When you step over the thresh-
old into your sanctuary, what do 
you sense? This calendar fea-
tures photos of United Church 
sanctuaries and worship spaces 
from across the country, inviting 
you to enter.

“Let us go to the house of the Lord!” (Psalm 122:1)

An Ecumenical Music & Worship Planner 2012-2013

Happiness

 Everyone wants to be 
happy, yet many wrongly 
believe that happiness 
comes from having enough 
money, fame, personal 
comfort, worldly success, 
or even dumb luck. Happi-
ness seems to be an elu-
sive, arbitrary thing—some-
thing, all too often, just out 
of reach. Joan Chittister 
sees happiness differently—as a personal quality 
to be learned, mastered, and fearlessly wielded. 
In Happiness she embarks on a “great happiness 
dig” through sociology, biology, neurology, psy-
chology, philosophy, history, and world religions 
to develop “an archaeology of happiness.” Sifting 
through the wisdom of the ages, Chittister offers 
inspiring insights that will help seekers every-
where cultivate true and lasting happiness within 
themselves.

by Joan Chittister

 New
Crestware

Creative Ideas for Using Scripture in Worship

Seasons like Advent, Christmas, Lent and easter are 
among the busiest for clergy and leaders of worship. This 
addition to the popular Creative Ideas series helps you 
plan seasonal worship more easily with a range of easy-to-
use dramas and ideas to liven up worship, all based on the 
lectionary readings. It includes: dramatic lectionary read-
ings, drama sketches, short and snappy dramatic dialogues 
exploring biblical readings from a contemporary point of 

view, ideas for using our worship space more creatively, ideas for non-lec-
tionary events, how to write creatively for worship. Seasons covered include 
Advent, Christmas, Christingle, epiphany, Lent, Mothering Sunday, easter, 
Pentecost, Trinity Sunday, harvest and Remembrance Sunday.

$34.95 tax incl.

Allpricesincludetax

Feasting on the Word 
Worship Companion

Just In Time Series

Kimberly Bracken Long

$14.85 tax included

Book and CD Rom

Available in early 2013

Bistro Mug

Cobalt blue 
14 oz bistro 

mug with 
crest in silver

Author: Paul S. Glass

1–9 copies: $5.35 each
10–99: $3.70 each
100 or more: $3.40 each

 
      $9.50 tax incl.

$20.70 tax included
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