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Highlights from the Newfoundland and Labrador Conference 
Spring Meeting held in Grand Falls-Windsor

Newfoundland and Labrador Conference clergy gather at Memorial United Church, 
Grand Falls-Windsor following the Celebration of Ministries service.

Singing! Praying! Sharing stories of faith! And 
fellowshipping together throughout the whole 
weekend warmed the hearts, minds and spirits 

of approximately 300 delegates and guests gathered 
in Grand Falls-Windsor for the triennial Newfound-
land and Labrador Conference held May 29-31, 2015.

Excitement began on Friday morning as delegates 
gathered for registration, greeted old friends and 
made new ones. Continued inside

BY rev. MarILYN reeS

Despite the impending formidable weekend de-
liberations around the Comprehensive Review (a 
task group report proposing major changes to the 
church structure due to diminishing resources), 
what a weekend it turned out to be as all gathered and 
reflected upon our theme Witnessing the Story …
Living the Faith.

→
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Each day of meetings gath-
ered and ended with a Spirit-
filled worship, as voices echoed 
the theme and gave thanks to the 
Holy Spirit for helping us as The 
United Church of Canada dis-
cern, discuss and find new ways 
to effectively live the faith in 
such a changing landscape.

Friday’s opening worship set 
the tone for the weekend as those 
gathered sang of a church “built 
on hopes and dreams and visions, 
rock of faith and vault of grace” 
(MV 1).

Rev. Pau-
la Gale’s 
report also 
echoed how 
"the Spirit 
has been 
m o v i n g , 
w o r k i n g 
and wit-
nessing" in 
her year as 
Conference 
President. 

Each day 
of wor-
ship and 
reports left 

no doubt in the minds of the del-
egates that God is doing a new 
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CGIT/NGIT
100th Anniversary 
Celebrations! 

M i n i s t r y  o f 
S u p e r v i s i o n 

C o u r s e 
2 0 1 5 - 2 0 1 6

Effective training for supervision of 
ministry based students, interns, field 

education students and designated lay 
ministers. Open to both ministry 
personnel and lay members of 
The United Church of Canada. 

For more information, contact your 
Conference Personnel Minister

cpm@nfld.net

October 26-30, 2015 & 
April 18-22, 2016

thing and continues to call our 
church to witness and to be part 
of a new creation.

The reports of the Incorpo-
rated Ministries (Stella’s Circle, 
Church Camps), United Church 
Women, Stewardship, Church in 
the World and Christian Devel-
opment Committees told of the 
wonderful outreach and witness 
to others.

Nominations and calls to serve 
the Districts, our Newfoundland 

and Labrador Conference and the 
Local Arrangements Commit-
tee for GC42 further echoed our  
willingness to be a church that is 
working to hear that call, today.

Our Youth at Conference, dur-
ing Sunday morning’s session, 
further echoed the Spirit’s call 
when they led a lively worship 
challenging those gathered “to be 
the change” that is needed in the 
world today.  

Oct. 17-18, 2015
Fraser Road United, Gander 
Banquet &  Worship Service 

Register 709-256-8192

President Rev. Paula Gale chaired 
the Conference meeting.

Conference theme Witnessing the 
Story ... Living the Faith was felt 
throughout the weekend.

Theme reflector Rev. Russell Small.

Doreen  Barbour , 
East D i s t r i c t 
F i n a n c e  &  Admin-
istration Chair.

→
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The ordination of Rev. Jocelyn 
Cook and the installation of Rev. 
Brian Colbourne as Conference 
President became another blessed 
reminder of the beauty and diver-
sity of what God has done, and 
continues to do, in the life and 
work of this United Church of 
ours.

Finally, heartfelt thanks and 
appreciation to the diligent folks 
of Memorial United Church and 
all organizers behind the 

238 Torbay Road, P.O. Box 1776
St. John’s, Newfoundland, A1C 5P9

Tel: (709) 722-1532
Fax: (709) 722-6612

www.steersinsurance.com 

Rev. Russell Small, our Con-
ference theme reflector, with his 
insightful wit and humour, re-
minded us that God’s call upon 
our lives has been with us from 
the beginning.

He shared how Methodist roots 
were planted in Newfoundland 
and Labrador 200 years ago, and 
how those fertile seeds have con-
tinued for the past 90 years with-
in this United Church of ours.

Rev. Russell related how trav-
elling Methodist evangelists 
came to our land, finding com-
mon folk already awakened and 
enlivened to their responsibility 
for spreading the gospel amid 
their challenges.

Throughout the weekend, 
God’s continued blessings were 
evident as individual faith sto-
ries were shared (by Rev. Wayne 
Blackwood, Jean Brown, Harry 
Oake and Alice Moores) prompt-

ing us to recall how 
our everyday lives 
are stories lived out 
in God’s presence 
and, as a church, we 
are inspired to share 
that experience with 
others.

The Milestones 
in Ministry ban-
quet hosted by Rev. 
Heather Sandford, 
Conference Personnel 

Min i s te r, 
celebrated retirements, 
anniversaries and oth-
er appreciations. The 
evening ended with 
beautiful vespers from 
members of the liturgy 
committee.

The whole week-
end of witnessing the 
story and living the 
faith reached its pin-

nacle on Sunday afternoon with 
a moving service of 
Celebration of Min-
istries.

The engaging ser-
mon by Rev. Paula 
reminded us that “the 
only possible reason 
for us being here” 
was to respond to 
Christ’s call upon our 
lives and share it with 
others.

Music leaders Oliver Dingwell and Rev. 
Wayne Blackwood.

Members of UC5 entertained Conference 
delegates and guests at the Kitchen Party.

Youth at Conference provided music,
drama and worship.

→
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scenes who pro-
vided such a hospi-
table venue for our 
Conference and for 
the entertainment 
during the kitchen 
party.

Many of the 
delegates left this 
Conference week-
end enlivened by 
the Spirit’s call 
and feeling that, 
despite our chal-
lenges as a United 
Church, God continues to call 
us to joyfully live out Christ’s 
mission at this moment in our 
society.

May the Spir-
it that was felt 
and experienced 
that weekend 

328 Hamilton Ave. 
St. John’s, NL, A1E 1J9 
(709) 579-6007 

73 Commonwealth Ave.
Mt. Pearl, NL, A1N 1W7
(709) 364-1937 

Fax:  (709) 579-3106 
E-mail: info@barretts.nf.net 

www.barretts.ca

Two Locations:

w c c p a . c a

P r o u d  t o  b e  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e 
N e w f o u n d l a n d  a n d  L a b r a d o r 
C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  o v e r  2 5  y e a r s

Article by Rev. Marilyn Rees, chair of 
the Connector Editorial Board and 

clergy for Fortune Pastoral Charge.
Photos by Rev. Wayne Blackwood 

and Jennifer Taylor.

More than 300 guests were in attendance at 
the Milestones in Ministry banquet.

Mr. Glenn Jarvis 
was presented 
with his retire-
ment certificate.

Rev. Heather Sandford pre-
sented 50-year anniversary 
certificate to Rev. Norman 
Wesley Oake.

continue to abide with us as we 
go forth witnessing to our story 
and living our faith in such a 
changing landscape.

Q: We want to set up a Facebook page for our 
church but someone said we should just make it 
a Facebook group. What's the difference?

A: A Facebook page is best used as your church's 
official page. It is the same as having a personal pro-
file: only a couple of people can add content and you 
can monitor comments. A Facebook group is created 
within the page and it's for groups like youth group, 
UCW, the choir or a committee. You can make that 

group open or closed, and everyone who is a mem-
ber of the group can post on the group's page.

If you decide to create a Facebook page, ensure 
you are feeding it regularly -- at least once a week 
with something interesting and newsy from the congre-
gation. Since posts are dated on Facebook, people 
will notice if the top post is over a week old. Social 
media is a hungry beast and needs constant feeding.

T h e  C h u r c h  i n  t h e  D i g i t a l  A g e
W e l c o m e  t o  t h e  C o n n e c t o r ' s  t e c h n o l o g y  c o l u m n 

Bits & Bytes:

Thank you to Catherine Rodd, Multimedia Producer at the 
United Church's General Council Office.
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Safety Training Our Priority
www.safetytrainingnl.ca

James Pike, Owner/Operator

Inc. 

P.O. Box 149
105 Conception Bay Hwy.

Holyrood, NL, A0A 2R0

Tel: (709) 229-1918
Cell: (709) 763-7867
jim@safetytrainingnl.ca

authorized distributor for

Perhaps you’ve heard the 
saying, “We don’t go to 
church to worship, we 

come to church already worship-
ping.”

That phrase would certainly 
capture the spirit of the six Unit-
ed Church pastoral charges from 
the Burin Peninsula 
who joined together to 
worship on Monday, 
May 25 at Grand Bank 
United.

As all the congrega-
tions, clergy and choir 
members entered the 
sanctuary, one could 
feel the joy and ener-
gy of worshipping the 
Lord that was already 
present in their hearts 
as they mingled and 
greeted before wor-
ship.

The words of Psalm 148, Let 
them praise and exalt the name of 
the Lord, truly filled the sanctuary 
to overflowing as the six clergy 
led the congregation of approxi-
mately 200 in worship.

The seeds for this joint wor-
ship were sown when these six 
clergy on the lower Burin Pen-
insula gathered in community on 

several occasions: Ms. Joan Brin-
ston DLM (Frenchman’s Cove-
Garnish PC), Rev. Rick Marsh 
(Grand Bank PC), Rev. Simon 
Muwowo (Burin PC), Rev. Dr. 
Japhet Ndhlovu (Epworth PC), 
Rev. Marilyn Rees (Fortune PC) 
and Rev. Robert Tuck (Creston-
Red Harbour PC).

The joy in community which 
they sensed during their gather-
ings ignited a desire to bring all 
of their United Church congrega-
tions together to worship as one.

The blessings were many as we 
worshipped together that evening. 
Everyone felt privileged as we 
participated in the solemnization 
and recognition of Ms. Georgina 
Parsons of Grand Bank United as 

a candidate toward the Designat-
ed Lay Ministry Program.

The congregation was doubly 
blessed when the Grand Bank 
United Music Group led us in 
song before the service. All 
hearts were especially warmed as 
the mass choir of 80 voices from 

the six pastoral charges 
lifted their voices and 
offered a Spirit-filled 
rendition of We Have 
This Ministry.

Our offering for the 
evening gave us another 
opportunity for out-
reach to the Mission & 
Service Nepal Disaster 
Fund.

And of course, no 
United Church gather-
ing would be complete 
without an opportunity 

to greet old friends and make new 
ones over a cup of tea and fellow-
ship after the worship.

Truly it was a “united” eve-
ning; one where the Lord’s name 
was exalted in worship. Where 
we gave thanks to God as United 
Church people. Where many left 
with hopes that such an evening 
of worship could be offered again 
and again.

Rev. Japhet Ndhlovu, Ms. Joan Brinston, Rev. Simon 
Muwowo, Rev. Robert Tuck, Rev. Marilyn Rees and 
Rev. Rick Marsh.

Burin Peninsula United Church Congregations  
Worshipping as One

By Rev. MaRiLyN ReeS, FoRtUNe PaStoRaL ChaRGe
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• 85 KENMOUNT ROAD • ST JOHN’S, NL • A1B 3N7    
 •  Phone: (709) 726-6990  •  Fax: (709) 726-4003

Toll Free 1.888.241.2647
 •  E-mail: hickmanmotors.stjohns@gm.ca

www.hickmanmotors.stjohns.gm.ca

Twenty-two youth and lead-
ers came together for a 
weekend of learning, fun 

and faith at the Newfoundland 
and Labrador Conference Spring 
meeting in Grand Fall-Windsor, 
May 29-31, 2015.

Everyone showed up to the 
Conference around the same time, 
some tired from the drive because 
of how early they had to wake up. 
We had youth from Mount Pearl, 
Bonavista, and Herring Neck. 

W e 
b e g a n 
o u r 
weekend 
by in-
t roduc -
ing our-
s e l v e s 
a n d 
l a y i n g 
d o w n 
s o m e 
h o u s e 

rules which they created for them-
selves, which was then followed 
by a lot of screaming and running 
around while waiting for Confer-
ence to begin. 

Youth were told that the lounge 
would be soundproof and Con-

ference wouldn’t be 
able to hear them. 
That theory was defi-
nitely tested through-
out the weekend!

After plenty of 
games, the youth 
joined Conference 
where members of 
First United Youth 
Group took part in 
the opening worship.

They performed their play “It’s 
a Wonderful Church”. The play 
was a variation from the movie, 
“It’s a Wonderful Life”. The play 
was so well received that many 
want to have it performed at their 
own churches.

Conference was then presented 
with an overview of the Com-
prehensive Review including the 
youth members. 

I have to admit that when this 
first was brought to the table of the 
youth, I thought the youth would 
be bored and would want to pass 
over that part of the meeting and 
it would not be overly discussed. 
However as soon as it was discus-
sion time, they went right to it, try-
ing to understand what exactly the 

review is and how 
they feel it is affect-
ing them and their 
church.

Each youth came 
together writing 
down their thoughts. 
Even a few decided 
to speak at the mic.

On Friday night, 
when not in Confer-

ence, everyone went 
to the local bowling alley. This 
was great fun. The interaction 
between the youth trying to beat 
the lead-
ers was 
a hoot. 
T h e r e 
w e r e 
s o m e 
interest-
ing and 
f u n n y 
ways of 
bowling 
such as 
on one 
foot, be-
t w e e n 
the legs lying down and even us-
ing their behinds to push the ball 
down the lane.  

Kyle March-MacCuish 
and Quintin Tuck.

More than $500 was 
donated to Mission and 
Service from brace-
lets made by Youth at
Conference.

B e  t h e  C h a n g e

high l igh ts  f rom Youth  a t  Conference

BY kYLe MarCH-MaCCuISH

→

Worship and drama led 
by Youth at Conference.
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S e p t e m b e r  1 9 ,  2 0 1 5

Burry Heights Day
•	 A day of fun, food, friendship and song

•	 Meet old friends, make new

•	 Enjoy lunch and/or supper 

Come experience the spirit of Burry Heights ... or what camp youth like to call magic.
Invite your family and friends. Alumni of Burry Heights Camp welcome. 

www.cauls.ca

Smith Stockley Ltd.
264 LeMarchant Rd.
P.o. Box 1387, Stn. C
St. John’s, NL, a1C 5N5

Phone: 579-0073
toll Free: 1-800-563-5544
Fax: 579-1437
sales@smithstockley.nf.net

www.smithstockley.nf.net

Submitted by Kyle March-MacCuish, 
youth group leader from 

First United, Mount Pearl.

We also sang many songs 
from More Voices to which 
everyone laughed and carried 
on. One particular song was 
“Jesus Loves Me” but it was 
to the same beat of Queen's 
“We Will Rock You”. This 
was eventually sung by the 
whole Conference during the 
closing.

There is a YouTube video 
of the youth performing this 
song so congregations can 
learn it and sing it in their 
home churches.

Youth from Mount Pearl, Bonavista and 
Herring Neck made new friendships to 
last a lifetime.

After all was said and done, 
we went around the room giv-
ing each person a chance to say 
what they enjoyed most about 
the weekend. Many had to say 
they really enjoyed making 
new friends and would love to 
be able to do this more often. 

I believe that perhaps more 
youth will join us next time if 
we have more events such as 
this in the future.
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Leona Laundry
320 elizabeth avenue, St. John’s, NL, a1B 1t9

Phone (709) 754-0372, toll Free (877) 954-0386
ucbookstore@nfld.net

Communion
Cups 

$40.00 Tax Incl.

Feasting on the Word: Guide to Children's 
Sermons equips church leaders and 
children's ministry volunteers to deliver 
children's sermons that are free of 
gimmicks and simplistic conclusions, that 
welcome children into the family of faith, 
and that give a foundation in God's good 
news for all people. $29.95 tax incl.

Feasting on the Word:

Worship in the City

An Ecumenical Music & 
Worship Planner

2015-16

From traffic jams on main street to marches, 
parades, and protests, from community 
gardens and food banks to soccer games 
and art in the park. So much of city living has 
been lifted up in this collection of prayers and 
songs, reminding us that in all our cities' rich 

variety, the holy Spirit walks with us helping us to lament, heal, 
hope, and celebrate the life of the urban dweller. 

Prepare!

Bullseye maps out six markers, including spiritual 
practices, serving, giving, and sharing, that are 
signs of a Christian life. If you're a church leader, 
this book is for you!

Bullseye: Aiming to Follow Jesus

the relentless pull to buy more stuff, our love/hate relationship with money, 
and the disconnect between how we spend our time and money—LooNie 
covers these topics and more using humour and a chatty style. Foreword by 
Paul henderson, Canada's hockey hero.

L O O N I E

G u i d e  t o  C h i l d r e n ' s  S e r m o n s

C r a z y  Ta l k  a b o u t  Fa i t h  a n d  Fi n a n c e

Prayers and Songs for Urban Settings

b y  J o h n  Va n D u z e r

$9.95 tax incl.

by Nancy Elizabeth Hardy

$22.95 tax incl.

$22.95 tax incl.

Bullseye: Practical Ideas for Individuals 
and Groups
this companion booklet covers the six markers 
and offers simple support and encouragement for 
growing your faith individually or in a group.

$21.95 tax incl.

Minister's 
Annual 
Manual 
2015-16 

 
Get your copy 
of this popular 

resource.

An all-in-one resource that 
helps both the music director 
and clergy plan the worship 
services for each Sunday and 
holy day of the year.
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