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Highlights from the Newfoundland and Labrador Conference 
Spring Meeting on the Burin Peninsula

Newfoundland and Labrador Conference clergy gather at Zion United Church, 
Collin's Cove for the Celebration of Ministries worship service.

With a song in your heart, you can embrace 
challenges and find hope every single day, 
in ways that can help you make your expe-

riences count and grow. Song can help us define our 
purpose and enjoy serving God joyfully regardless of 
circumstances.

BY Rev. MaRiLYN ReeS

That was the message gleaned by many of the 300 
delegates as they gathered, sang and shared stories 
during the 2016 Newfoundland and Labrador Confer-
ence of The United Church of Canada on the Burin 
Peninsula.

→
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Excitement and fellowship be-
gan on Thursday, June 2 as del-
egates gathered for registration 
– greeting old friends and making 
new ones.

Despite the packed agenda 
around remits which proposes 
to make major changes to our 
church structure and governance 
during times of diminishing re-
sources, it was quite an uplifting 
weekend.

Our theme How Can We Keep 
From Singing helped us reflect 
upon the many ways that God 
has been blessing us through our 
songs of faith and will continue to 
journey with us into the future –
whatever it may hold.

Each day of meetings began 
and ended with a Spirit-filled 
worship.

Friday’s opening worship set 
the tone for the weekend, as we 
sang Songs of Praise to our Maker 
and Rev. Dr. Japhet Ndhlovu was 
installed as Chair of East District.

The message from Rev. Wilson 
Gonese, Chair of West District, 
recapped how “the Spirit has been 
moving, working and witnessing 
through our songs of faith since 
we first began in 1925.” 

Each day of worship and dis-
cussions/reports left no doubt 
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100th Anniversary 
Celebrations! 

 
Yo u t h 

 at 
C o n f e re n c e

Youth at Conference was an
opportunity for youth from both 
East and West Districts to be 

involved with Conference meet-
ings that took place in Burin.

Youth at Conference consisted of 
13 awesome leaders and 

14 exceptional youth.
It was a busy weekend between 
attending meetings, discussing 
remits, and planning for Satur-

day morning worship, to playing 
ultimate frisbee, watching magic 
tricks and learning choreography 

for a flash mob. 
Youth at Conference was an 

amazing opportunity to make new 
friends from across the province 
and all parties involved were a 
little sad that our time in Burin 

went by so quickly.  

~ Katie Wheaton

in the minds of the 
delegates that God 
continues to give us 
reason to keep on 
singing as we answer 

God’s call in this United Church 
of ours.

Our theme speakers, Mr. Sid 
Woolfrey & Rev. Jocelyn Cook, 

shared how music, woven through 
the very fabric of their lives, not 
only enriched and sustained each 
of them as they journeyed but 
blessed others as well. 

It became evident that our 
church’s life was continually in-
spired through song as our Youth 
at Conference led a lively and re-
freshing Saturday morning wor-
ship calling us to give thanks to 

Program and Agenda 
Committee members 
Grant Stuckless, Lor-
raine Elliott, Fannie 
Hudson and Kathy 
Brett.

David Armour of the United 
Church of Canada Foundation and 
Marion Pardy, former Mod-
erator, had an opportunity to 
reconnect.

Theme speakers Sid Woolfrey and 
Jocelyn Cook.

→
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400 people gathered to sing 
and praise God.

During the worship, Rev. Brian 
Colbourne, out-going Conference 
President, reminded us that our 
lives are interwoven in song and 
God’s song will carry on and help 
us respond as Christ’s people.

All hearts were especially 
warmed as Rev. Sherpherd Mu-
nikwa, Rev. Dr. Japhet Ndhlovu 
and Rev. John van Vliet were 

99 Airport Road, P.O. Box 1776
St. John’s, Newfoundland, A1C 5P9

Tel: (709) 722-1532
Fax: (709) 722-6612

www.steersinsurance.com 

the Holy for helping us as the 
church to discern, discuss and 
find new ways to live out the faith 
in this changing landscape. 

The whole weekend confirmed 
for all that indeed as United 
Church people within our New-

f o u n d l a n d 
and Labrador 
Conference, 
we have much 
to sing about: 

• T h e 
work of the 
Incorporated 
M i n i s t r i e s 
(Stella’s Cir-
cle, Church 
Camps), the 

United Church Women, Stew-
ardship Committees, Church 
in the World, and Christian 
Development and their won-
derful outreach. 

• The warm hospitality offered 
to the delegates by the local 
arrangements committee of 
the Burin, Epworth and Cres-
ton-Red Harbour Pastoral 
Charges as well as other pas-
toral charges who supported 
with nutrition breaks.

• The Milestones in Minis-
try banquet hosted by Rev. 
Heather Sandford, Confer-
ence Personnel Minister, 
celebrated retirements, anni-
versaries and other apprecia-

tions. 

• And the pinnacle 
of the weekend – 
the Sunday morn-
ing Celebration of 
Ministries worship 
service where over 

Youth and their leaders contributed their energy and 
enthusiasm to the entire weekend.

Emily March-MacCuish and the 
Youth at Conference led dele-
gates in an inspiring worship.

→

More than 300 guests were in attendance at 
the Milestones in Ministry banquet.

Rev. Flor-
ence Sanna 
and Rev. 
K a t h r y n 
Vance are 
p r e s e n t e d 
with their 
retirement 
certificates 
by Rev. 
H e a t h e r 
Sandford.

Rev. Neil Newbury, with 
wife Jessie Newbury and 
daughter Debbie Winter, cele-
brated his 50-year anniversary of 
ordination.
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in the life and work of this United 
Church of ours. 

Finally, hats off to the diligent 
folks who organized behind the 
scenes who provided such a wel-
coming and hospitable Confer-

admitted in The 
United Church of 
Canada.

We also cel-
ebrated the com-
missioning of 
Designated Lay 
Ministers Ms. 
Alice Moores 
and Mr. Wil-
liam Matchem 
and heartily wel-
comed our new 
Conference Presi-
dent, Ms. Hope 
Kinden Rowsell.

The blending 
of over 60 choir 
voices from the 
host pastoral charges and choirs 
from Fortune, Garnish-French-
man’s Cove and Grand Bank lifted 
us in song. Yet another blessed 
reminder of the beauty and diver-
sity of what God continues to do 

328 Hamilton Ave. 
St. John’s, NL, A1E 1J9 
(709) 579-6007 

73 Commonwealth Ave.
Mt. Pearl, NL, A1N 1W7
(709) 364-1937 

Fax:  (709) 579-3106 
E-mail: info@barretts.nf.net 

www.barretts.ca

Two Locations:

w c c p a . c a

P r o u d  t o  b e  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e 
N e w f o u n d l a n d  a n d  L a b r a d o r 
C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  o v e r  2 5  y e a r s

Article by Rev. Marilyn Rees, chair of 
the Connector Editorial Board and 

clergy for Fortune Pastoral Charge.
Photos by Ms. Gladys Cooper of the 

Whitbourne Pastoral Charge.

ence gathering 
and a fun-filled 
kitchen party.

Many del-
egates left the 
weekend feel-
ing that despite 
the future chal-
lenges and pos-
sible changes 
with the remits, 
God will con-
tinue to call us 
“with a song 
in our heart” 
to joyfully go 
forth to be the 
Church.                    

Zion United Church had full attendance at the Celebration of
Ministries worship service.

Bicentennial celebrations are now 
being planned by the United 
Church congregation of Grand 

Bank to observe the 200th anniversary 
of the arrival of the first Protestant Mis-
sionary to Fortune Bay in 1816.

The Rev. Richard Knight arrived 
in Grand Bank on November 4, 1816 
and formed a Wesleyan Missionary 
Society known as the Grand Bank 
Methodist Church.

Grand Bank congregation gearing up for Bicentennial weekend

The Bicentennial is planned for the 
weekend of November 4-6 which coin-
cides with the date of Rev. Knight's ar-
rival at Grand Bank 200 years ago.

 A meet and greet, anniversary din-
ner and worship service are planned. A 
maximum of 200 tickets are available 
for the dinner with Rev. Faith March- 
MacCuish, Conference Executive 
Secretary, as guest speaker.

~ Allan Stoodley
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Tel: (709) 229-1918
Cell: (709) 763-7867
jim@safetytrainingnl.ca

authorized distributor for

Central United Church’s 
Christian Education (CE) 
Center was a beehive of 

activity every Tuesday night and 
Wednesday from Febru-
ary 9-March 16.

What was happening, 
you might ask? Many vol-
unteers of the Bay Rob-
erts-Shearstown Pastoral 
Charge gathered together 
and were busy peeling and 
chopping vegetables for 
the soups of the week, and 
then cooking pots and pots 
of soup, making desserts, which 
HAD to be made in 9x13 dishes! 
There were people who made soup 
at home and brought it along to 
be served.

The complimentary Soup’s On 
luncheon project consisted of a 
roll, bowl of soup and a dessert, 

which was delivered to those in 
the community who were unwell 
or alone and would enjoy a ready-
to-eat lunch at noon.

We also served the same lunch 
at the CE Center for those who 
were able to drop by and share in a 
fellowship time with others. Both 
the delivery and eat-in services 
were well received and appreci-
ated by all.

During the six weeks of this 
project, there were approximately 
1,000 meals served by 50 volun-
teers from both congregations.

What an experience 
this was for all of us in-
volved! In addition to the 
soup preparation, one of 
our volunteers even dec-
orated the tables and hall 
which really enhanced 
the experience.

We feel this was a 
great outreach to our 
community during the 

Lenten season. While this project 
was complimentary, monetary do-
nations were received.

 A huge thank you to everyone 
who made this an outstanding 
success!

~ Iris Patridge

S o u p ' s  O n

Bay Rober ts -Shears town congregat ions  hos t  compl imentary 
ou t reach soup lunches  dur ing  Lent

D e e r  L a k e  U n i t e d  C h u r c h  W o m e n

UCW member Mildred Pittman (right), along with Annabelle 
Fudge, dropped off quilts to the Ronald McDonald House in 
St. John's. The quilts were made by members of the St. Paul's 
United Church Women in Deer Lake for the Ronald McDonald 
House Newfoundland & Labrador.
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We flocked to St. James 
United Church on 
Friday evening, May 

13; well, some 70 of us did. We 
were lay and Order of Ministry 
from United, Anglican and Roman 
Catholic denominations, including 
a full class of Diploma in Theol-
ogy and Ministry students and 
teachers from Queen’s College.

The “drawing card” was 
Dr. John Dominic Crossan, 
theologian, biblical scholar, 
author, lecturer.

We sat and listened attentively 
as he lectured on Friday evening, 
Saturday morning, afternoon and 
evening and, then, preached on 
Sunday morning. Each lecture was 
illustrated at the beginning by an 
intriguing video to set the theme 
and provide visual and verbal in-
formation. And for those (most of 
us, it seemed) who wanted their 
minds stretched further, several of 
Crossan’s numerous books were 
for sale.  

For those not able to attend, the 
obvious question would be one 
frequently asked of us as children: 
What did you learn in school to-
day?

To be fair, we need 70 responses 
to this question. I am confident, 
however, that some of my re-
sponses, at least, will encompass 
the whole.

We learned:

• That faithful exploration of the 
meaning of a Bible verse or pas-
sage demands a question and 
that every answer compels an-
other question; thus, a question, 
answer, question (continuously) 
in contrast to the familiar ques-
tion and answer;

• That a “matrix” or 4-fold ap-
proach is the helpful frame-
work for serious study of the 
scriptures; that is, the consid-
eration of time, place, tradition 
and vision;

• That we cannot understand the 
Bible without understanding the 

political, religious, social and 
economic history of the time 
and, in relation to the time of 
Jesus, that the foreboding and 
overarching influence was the 
oppressive rule of the Roman 
Empire (remember Caesar Au-
gustus, that “all the world should 
be taxed” – that meant poverty 
for many Jewish people);

• That “Eschaltology” or “Appo-
calypse”, which we commonly 
understand as the “end of the 
world” or “life after death”, 
means something quite dif-
ferent, biblically. Those terms 

Dr. John Dominic Crossan 
presented to more than 400 
gathered at St. James United's 
Sunday worship service in 
St. John's on May 15, 2016. 

→

Cr ossan  on  the  Rock

By veRy Rev. dR. MaRioN PaRdy

Biblical Scholar John Dominic Crossan 
enlightens, engages and energizes

M a y  1 3 - 1 5 ,  2 0 1 6
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Submitted by the Very Rev. Dr. Marion 
Pardy, 37th Moderator, The United 

Church of Canada.

mean not the “end of the world”, 
rather the “end of injustice” in 
this world. To quote Crossan, it 
is the “extreme make-over” or 
“great clean-up” of injustice in 
our present world;

• That Jesus’ teachings of the 
Kingdom of God, in contrast 
to the Kingdom of the Roman 
Empire, was about the call to be 
co-workers with God to end op-
pression and injustice. To quote 
Bishop Tutu, “God, without you, 
won’t; you, without God, can’t”. 
The focus of Jesus’ life and 
teaching was “non-violent resis-

84 LeMarchant Road, St. John’s
Piperstock Hill, Torbay

P.O. Box 2117, St. John’s, NL  A1C 5R6
PHONE 753-6845 office@cauls.ca

tance” towards Rome. The Para-
bles of Jesus need to be read and 
understood within this theme of 
“non-violent resistance”;

• That, while some letters attrib-
uted to Paul are “appalling” in 
relation to equality (especially 
slaves and women), those let-
ters were not written by Paul. 
Paul’s authentic letters speak of 
the strong leadership of women 
and the equality of slaves. His 
core message, believed to be the 
Baptismal Formula, was: There 
is no longer slave or free, there 
is no longer male or female; 
for all of you are one in Christ 
Jesus (Galatians 3: 28 NRSV).

• That, biblically and theologi-
cally, it is wiser to view “heav-
en” and “hell” as options of the 
“here and now” rather than the 
“hereafter”.

On Sunday morning, May 15, 
Dr. Crossan offered a sermon on 
The Holiness of the Spirit that he 
preached in a spell-bound, engag-
ing manner. 

Pointing to key passages in Le-
viticus and in Jesus’ teachings, 
he captured the “holiness” of the 
Spirit as “Love and Justice”.

Both are critical for without 
“justice”, “love” is “empty” and 
without “love”, “justice” goes 
“wrong” (fails). Re-phrasing “Ode 

on a Grecian Urn” (John Keats), 
Crossan summarized the “holi-
ness” of the Spirit as “Ode on a 
Biblical Urn”:

Justice is love, love is justice.  

That is all we know on earth, 

and all we need to know.

We left with those words ring-
ing in our ears and enabling 
our spirits to soar, to add to the 
“feast”, already feeding our minds 
and hearts.

The Crossan on the Rock event 
was a successful attempt by the 
East District Christian Develop-
ment Committee to bring scholar-
ship to our front steps, for the ben-
efit of the many, in contrast to the 
few who are privileged to travel 
afar for this sought-after form of 
biblical education.

Appreciation is extended to 
Ms. Susan Sheppard, Christian 
Development Chair, the Go Proj-
ect Team and St. James United 
Church.

Also, thank you to the Rev. Guy 
Matthews and the Rev. David 
Guzzwell who, after hearing Dr. 
Crossan lecture in Toronto, said to 
him, “Next stop – St. John’s!”

Lecturer Dr. John Dominic 
Crossan.

September 2016.indd   7 8/2/2016   9:19:58 PM



U
ni

te
d 

Ch
ur

ch
 B

oo
k 

St
or

e 
&

 G
ift

s

Leona Laundry
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each of the 10 questions from the old and 
New Testaments serves as a starting point 
for genuine conversation with the Creator. 
The author assures, "We're not starting the 
conversation with God from scratch. God has 
already begun it." Questions God Asks Us offers 
a fresh approach for personal devotions and a 
unique discussion tool for small-group Bible studies. it's sure 
to bless anyone longing for a meaningful, growing relationship 
with God. $22.00 tax incl.

Questions God Asks Us

Renovate or Die

Large Print
Bible

if we want to claim radical hospitality, 
passionate worship, intentional faith 
development, risk-taking mission and service, 
and extravagant generosity, we must overhaul 
our churches and not merely redecorate and 
tinker with our church structure. This book 
will help organize your church for new life.

NRSV

Knowing how to nurture faith in young people is a challenge, 
particularly when we want to encourage a faith that is generous, 
innovative and contextual. Faith Forward gathers 21 presentations 
from the 2012 “Children, youth, and a New Kind of Christianity” 
conference held in Washington, d.C., and makes them available 
for anyone called to help young people on their journey of faith.

Faith Forward: A Dialogue on Children, Youth, 
and a New Kind of Christianity

This complete collection of songs from More Voices, recorded live, is now avail-
able. each digital audio Cd averages 60 minutes and can be played on dvd 

players, computers and compatible Cd players. The two Cds will help congregations learn the 
new songs and will be beneficial to those who have smaller congregations or have no choir 
accompaniment.

M o r e  V o i c e s  C D  S e t

b y  T r e v o r  H u d s o n

10 Ways to Focus Your Church on Mission

b y  B r u c e  a n d  C h e r y l  H a r d i n g

$TBA

by Bob Farr with Kay Kotan

$135.00 tax incl.

$20.95 tax incl.

F a i t h  F o r w a r d ,  Vo l .  2 :  R e - I m a g i n i n g 
C h i l d r e n  a n d  Yo u t h  M i n i s t r y
Second volume in the groundbreaking “Faith Forward” 
series. essential reading for leaders working with children 
and youth; everyone seeking to engage children and youth 
in respectful conversation, exploration and learning in 
today’s complex world.

$29.95 tax incl.

50 
Ways 

To 
Pray 

 
Practices From 

Many Traditions 
And Times

Imitation leather, 
silver edges, ribbon 
marker, 22.5×16.8 
cm, 1,948 pages, 13.5 
extra large print text, 
double column text, 
chapter and section 
headings, footnotes. 

$42.95 tax incl.

This helpful book is filled with 
prayer practices from a variety of 
Christian traditions.

each of the 50 exercises 
include step-by-step instructions; 
some background, introduction 
and information on potential 
questions modern users might 
have; and a guide to post-
exercises reflection.

The book is intended for 
individual users, but also 
includes a guide for use in group 
settings. $24.95 tax incl.

by Teresa Blythe

September 2016.indd   8 8/2/2016   9:19:59 PM


