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Newfoundland and 
Labrador Conference 
clergy gather at Memo-
rial United Church, 
Grand Falls-Windsor 
following the 2017 
Celebration of 
Ministries service.

→
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Highlights from the Newfoundland and Labrador 
Conference Spring Meeting

“Color Outside the Lines” was certainly a most appropriate theme for the challenging discussions 
which consumed the delegates at the Conference Spring Meeting. Throughout the sessions, how-
ever, we were very grateful for those joyful times of song and laughter which brought temporary 

relief from the realities being dealt with.

Regardless of our age and stage in life, we are all aware that we live in a time when the traditions of all institutions 
are being challenged; including The United Church of Canada. However, it is very uplifting to know that United 
Church people all across our great nation are faithfully gathering, as we continue to do, in our search for creative 
ways to manage the inevitable change through positive restructuring. This has to happen if our church is to main-
tain its vitality and move actively into the future as a faithful witness for the Gospel of Jesus Christ. As someone 
has suggested, “It’s time we stop looking into the rear view mirror to see how things have been done in the past…

instead we are being urged 
to look through the wind-
shield to see what’s com-
ing down the road.”

By ReV. Peggy JoHNSoN, RetiRed CLeRgy 
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Gathering - In 
the packed sta-
dium in Grand 
Falls-Windsor 
on May 25-26, 
old friendships 
were renewed, 
new friendships 
developed and 
joyful times 
shared.

At the same time, intense discussions were taking place at desig-
nated table groups as delegates voted on the 
Remits governing the restructuring of our 
church and dealt with the current everyday 
operations of our Conference. 

Music - Whenever United Church 
people congregate, music becomes 
integral to our gathering, and the joy 
of singing thankfully transports us 
to realms beyond the challenges of 
discussion tables. 

Hospitality - The Memorial United 
Church Arrangements Committee, and 
the men and women involved in serv-

ing of meals, are to be highly 
commended for the quality 
of service and the delicious 
food provided for delegates 
throughout the Conference 
meeting.

Worship services and vespers are al-
ways inspirational. The opening wor-
ship on Friday focused on our need for 
divine guidance as we move toward 
realizing our renewed vision for the 
church. At this service, Rev. Kathy 
Brett, minister on the Gander Pastoral 
Charge, was installed as Chair of West 
District.

No Conference meeting 
would be complete without 
the Book Store display which 
introduces us to new re-
sources for ministry.

Conference Office staff are to be 
highly commended for the service 
provided in preparation and facili-
tation of the Conference meeting. 
So many details, so well done! 
Thank you for your commitment.

J o A n n a 
B e n n e t t 
and Hope 
R o w s e l l 
s h a r e d 
their ex-
per iences 
of their 
African Pil-
grimage.

→
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The Mile-
stones in Min-
istry Banquet, 
hosted by Con-
ference Person-
nel Minister 
Rev. Heather 
Sandford, was 
truly a time of 
celebration. 

Rev. Dr. Tony Newell and Rev. 
Peggy Johnson were presented 
with retirement certificates. Ac-
knowledged with anniversary cer-
tificates were Rev. Silas Rodgers 
and Rev. Dr. Tony Newell. 

Others being honoured for an-
niversaries but not in attendance 
were Rev. Dr. Morley Hodder, 

At our Celebration of Ministries 
service at Memorial United, Rev. 
Kim Waite welcomed us com-
menting favourably on our week-
end theme of dealing constructive-
ly with changing times.

She shared the pulpit with Con-
ference President Hope Rowsell 
whose sermon challenged us to 
bravely move forward with God’s 
help to recreate our church, mak-
ing it an effective witness for our 
changing times.

Rev. Arthur El-
liott, Rev. Wal-
ter Biles and 
Rev. George 
Kean. 

Admission-
ands Rev. Sim-
barashe Mazhara 
& Rev. Dr. Si-

mon Muwowo were introduced to 
the gathering. Rev. Benjamin Ad-
eniyi was also introduced as a can-
didate for Admissions. Along with 
Revs. Sherpherd Munikwa and Wil-
son Gonese, these gentlemen sang a 
very moving hymn in five different 
African dialects to conclude our eve-
ning vespers. Such a joyful ending!

A truly positive sign for the fu-
ture ministry of our church was 
the introduction of six new student 

candidates: Mr. Oliver Dingwell, 
Ms. Rebecca Pike and Mr. Keith 
Wiseman for Order of Ministry 
and Mr. James Martin-Carter, Ms. 
Emma O’Rourke and Ms. Geor-
gina Parsons for Designated Lay 
Ministry.

A highlight of the worship was 
the admission and welcome to The 
United Church of Canada of Rev. 
Simbarashe Mazhara from Zimba-
bwe and Rev. Dr. Simon Muwowo 
from Zambia.

We were honoured to have Rev. 
Alan Hall & Sarah Harrington from 
General Council Office participat-
ing in worship after sharing the 
Conference meetings with us.

At the close of Conference, Rev. 
William Bartlett, shown with his 
family, was installed as the new 
President of the Newfoundland 
and Labrador Conference.
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Two Locations:

w c c p a . c a

P r o u d  t o  b e  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e 
N e w f o u n d l a n d  a n d  L a b r a d o r 
C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  o v e r  2 5  y e a r s

My recent pilgrimage to Ke-
nya was one of the greatest 
leaps of faith I’ve ever tak-

en! The United Church of Canada has 
partnered with the National Council 
of Churches of Kenya (NCCK) to use 
our Mission & Service funds to devel-
op and support special projects there. 
The goal of these projects is to work 

with the Ke-
nyan people 
to help them 
i m p r o v e 
their lives.  

G e n e r a l 
C o u n c i l 
Office put 
together a 
group of 18 
i n d i v i d u -

als, all with diverse backgrounds and 
experience in our church, to make the 
pilgrimage to Kenya. 

My initial reaction to the invitation 
w a s 
“ H o w 
can I 
be part 
of this? 
W h a t 
can I 
p o s s i -
bly con-

tribute?” I felt totally unprepared and 
inadequate. This led to a great deal of 
reflection and prayer on my part, and 
support and encouragement from you, 
my church family. 

Since my return, I’ve been asked 
many times to describe the highlight 
of the trip. It’s not one particular 
thing. What jumped out at me every-

w h e r e 
I went 
w a s 
how the 
p e o p l e 
of Ke-
nya live 
out their 
faith in 

God in such an active, personal way. 

To put it in perspective, my reality 
is that for most of us faith is a very 
private matter. It seems we rarely 
speak of our faith and or religious be-
liefs. This doesn’t mean that our faith 
is any less strong. I belief that we live 
and demonstrate our faith in many 
ways, even if it’s not readily acknowl-
edged how this faith plays out in our 
everyday lives.

This is in direct contrast to what 
I experienced in Kenya. On our first 
day, as we were officially welcomed 
by our partners, they openly prayed 

and thanked God that we had come 
all this way to meet and get to know 
them. Prayer and thanksgiving were 
evident in all our Kenyan contacts, 
from the church leaders’ formal wel-
come to the youngest child we met in 
the classroom. 

Those kids were amazed that we 
had come all the way from Canada 
and were really there in their small ru-
ral school with them.

On so many occasions during our 
stay in Kenya we questioned how we 
live our faith in comparison to what 
we were witnessing. I want to men-
tion just a few of the experiences that 
prompted us to ask these questions.

The Kakumu Refugee Camp is a 
camp city of 160,000 refugees. It is run 
by multiple relief agencies including 
the United Nations, all of whom play 

JoAnna Bennett plants a tree 
in a school yard to provide 
shade for the children as they 
mature.

→

Ref lec t ions  f r om Kenya  –  L i v ing  Fa i th

JoAnna Bennett and Hope Rowsell were selected as our Conference’s repre-
sentatives in the Mission & Service Global Pilgrimage to Kenya. They experi-
enced an incredible journey led by our Mission & Service partners and learned 
just how the United Church is making a difference in the lives of thousands of 
individuals and how we might grow our ministry partnership in Kenya.

By JoANNA BeNNett

Children are treat-
ed at the Nairobi 
Health Centre.

African Divine Church 
(credit JoAnna Bennett)

Kisumu primary school 
children. (credit Karen Hovey)
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authorized distributor for

an active role in helping the persons 
who seek refuge there, to build a bet-

ter life.

W e 
met the 
s i n g l e 
m o t h e r 
of two 
y o u n g 
d a u g h -
ters, who 
had re-
c e n t l y 
a r r i v e d 
after sur-

viving the conflicts in Somalia. She 
told them how she was working so 
hard to make her room a safe home 
for her children. While they went off 
to school, she made mud and used it 
to elevate their beds to protect them 
from scorpions and flood waters. She 
openly thanked God that she was safe 
and had a home and better life for her 
children, despite being far from her 
family and native home.

A t 
an agri-
c u l t u r a l 
project in 
Tha raka 
C o u n -
ty, we 
l e a r n e d 
how a 
group of 
w o m e n 
farmers , 
through 
the sup-
port of 
funding 
from our 
Mission 

& Service, were able to use new and 
innovative farming methods to in-
crease their crop yield by more than 
200%. Their use of these nontradi-
tional farming methods was based on 
a faith that God will make this work 
for them and more food would grow, 
and it did. It was overwhelming to see 
the efforts of these women farmers in 
their struggles to feed their families.

The church in West Pokot is attempt-
ing to reconcile gender inequalities in 
the regions that border Kenya and its 

neighbour 
countries, 
w h e r e 
c u l t u r a l 
and reli-
gious dif-
ferences 
are still 
so preva-

lent. We met with women who have 
recently been allowed to buy cattle so 
they can fatten and sell them to buy 
food for their families. They have 
faith that their efforts will someday 
lead to real change for them!

We were privileged to visit Kisumu 
to see first hand how children’s lives 
are being improved through the Ke-
nyan Alliance for Advancement of 
Children’s Rights. At a rural school in 
Vihiga we met children who walked 
to school hungry, were not provided 
lunch and often didn’t have any food 
at home. They had faith that if they 
worked hard and got an education 
their lives would be better. It was hum-
bling to hear two ten year olds recite 
in Swahili the UN Charter of Child 
Rights that outlined their right to food, 
safety, education and so many things 
we take for granted. Their schools are 

made possible by our M&S funding 
from the UCC. 

At a Youth Ambassadors club, 
comprised of young adults and for-
mer members of the Child Rights 
Club, we heard personal experiences 
of how youth ambassadors are help-
ing children get off the streets, get an 
education and support each other. One 
young girl told of her life as an orphan 
on the street that changed when one of 
the club members reached out to her.  
She has plans to be a teacher so she 
can help other children like her. 

We can learn a lot about faith from 
the simplistic yet very real approach 
that I witnessed by the people of Ke-
nya. They have so little yet they are so 
thankful and share what they have so 
readily. They truly live their faith in 

an open, honest and trusting recogni-
tion of the role it plays in their daily 
lives…it’s not hidden under a bushel 
or kept for church on Sundays. What 
a challenge for us… to reflect on how 
we live our faith in comparison!

~ Submitted by JoAnna Bennett of 
Gower Street United, St. John's.

A visit to Kisumu to 
see first hand how 
children’s lives are be-
ing improved through 
the Kenyan Alliance 
for Advancement of 
Children’s Rights. 
(credit Michael Shewburg)

Mother and child in-
side shelter Kaku-
mu Refugee Camp. 
(credit Cheryl Curtis)

School children recit-
ing UN declaration. 
(credit JoAnna Bennett)

Closing worship in Kenya for the 
M&S pilgrimage. Masai Shukas 
were presented to each pilgrim 
as a memory of Kenya.
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Every year I look forward to 
the beginning of fall, usually 
better weather than other 

times of the year, warm enough to 
go without socks, but cool enough 
to wear jackets, the colours of the 
trees and the sky, and most impor-
tantly, the start of Fall Fairs at our 
city's vast array of churches. I an-
ticipate the tea rooms, second hand 
books and surprise bags as much 
as I do the Indian food in demand 
at the St. John’s Regatta in August, 
brought to us by the Hindu Temple 
and other vendors.

Fall Fairs in St. John’s all follow 
a similar pattern: line up for half an 
hour, get out of the way while the 
baked goods are swarmed, take a 
leisurely look around for that un-
usual object someone has gotten 
rid of, buy ridiculously low-priced 
knitted goods and crafts, purchase 
a book or two, or if really “old 
school” - the complete VHS collec-
tion of Jesus of Nazareth. Then stop 
for a cup of tea with homemade tea 
biscuits and jam.  

St. Thomas’ sets the tone with 4 
to 5 rooms thematically arranged 
for pantry, jewellery, Christmas 
decor and the like, and there’s al-
ways a draw for a humungous 
quilt that would make your “Nan” 
proud. Next comes Wesley and St. 
Andrew’s, but last year, remnants 
of hurricane weather kept me from 

~ Sandy Williamson writes from 
St. John's

making both, so I had to be satis-
fied with one, remembering that 
Haiti, Bahamas, Cuba, Dominican 
Republic, and surrounding areas, 
as well as the southeastern United 
States, the Maritimes and parts of 
Newfoundland had a harsher real-
ity to deal with. 

On Patrick Street, with the 
VOWR sign, Wesley United is a 
living relic – where you’ll hear 
that the radio station adjoining the 
church still broadcasts the same mu-
sic it did 40 years ago, and where I 
was greeted in the hall by a church 
member who has been attending 
services since the 1930s. We spoke 
for 15 minutes or so waiting for 
the sale to open, and we discussed 
how things are changing, numbers 
are dwindling and it’s hard to stay 
afloat. Too many churches seemed 
to be in the same predicament as we 
wondered where the congregation 
would end up if the church closed. 
Though the fortitude of the UCW, 
Fall Fair Committee, and general 
congregation made that possibility 
seem remote. 

The church itself, which was at 
one point filled to the rafters with 
families, was really just a building. 
“It’s the people”, I was told, amazed 
to hear someone more advanced in 
years letting go of what I thought 
was a cherished reminder of the 
past that kept people together not 

only by nostalgia, but by necessity. 
I realized then that maybe if we let 
go of our attachment to walls, the 
numbers of faithful would be more 
apparent. Just because I didn’t go 
to church every week didn’t negate 
me as someone who belonged to a 
community of believers.

Maybe my interest in Fall Fairs 
and their 2 dollar surprise bags was 
really a way of checking in – and 
feeling reassured that familiar fac-
es still welcomed me. True, the lure 
of loot bags, a “gift from God” you 
might say, may seem shallow, but 
if it brings me in through the door, 
maybe someday I and other Fall 
Fair visitors will take a moment to 
reflect on our beliefs and find our-
selves sitting in a pew some Sun-
day, or other House of Worship – 
and if the Spirit moves us – at least 
saying a prayer before bed.

Note: Churches and other Houses 
of Worship not mentioned in this arti-
cle are not forgotten, just forewarned 
of a loot bag enthusiast coming soon 
to a Fall Fair near you.

Fa l l  Fa i r  C i rc u i t

BY SANDY WILLIAMSON
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What’s Happening?
Council of Finance & 

Administration 
November 1, 2017  

Conference Executive 
November 15, 2017 

East District Executive
September 12, 2017 
October 25, 2017 

West District Executive
September 13, 2017 
November 22, 2017 

UCW Annual Retreat 
September 8-9, 2017 

Moderator's Visit 
October 12-18, 2017 

Clergy Retreat 
October 11-13, 2017 

Fall Learning Event 
October 13-15, 2017

M
od

erator's 
Visit

Newfoundland & Labrador Conference 
Moderator's Official Visit

October 12-18, 2017

the Right Rev. 
Jordan Cantwell

The schedule for the official visit of the 42nd Moderator of 
the United Church of Canada to the Newfoundland and Lab-
rador Conference is available on the Conference website 
www.newlabconf.com or by contacting Conference Office at 
754-0386.
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84 LeMarchant Road, St. John’s
Piperstock Hill, Torbay

P.O. Box 2117, St. John’s, NL  A1C 5R6
PHONE 753-6845 office@cauls.ca

R e l a y  f o r  L i f e

Members of the team are (l-r) David Stoodley, Anna Lee Rus-
sell, David Anthony, Scott Gillingham, Neil Rowe and Harold 
Butt. Missing from photo: Howard Barnes, Ann Hull and Verlie 
Roberts.

The Men’s Choir of Memorial United Church have been 

participating in the Canadian Cancer Society’s Relay for Life for 

15 years since it has been held in Grand Falls-Windsor. This year 

the team raised in excess of $18,000 as the top fundraising team. 

Neil Rowe was the top individual fundraiser for the event with in 

excess of $5,800 raised.
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primary and secondary themes, 
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preaching for skill building; and offers sample sermons.
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Leona Laundry
320 elizabeth Avenue, St. John’s, NL, A1B 1t9

Phone (709) 754-0372, toll Free (877) 954-0386
ucbookstore@nfld.net

Abingdon Preaching Annual 2018

Teaching Biblical Faith

Abingdon Worship Annual 2018

$20.50 tax Included

Worship Planning Resources for 
every Sunday of the year

C o l o u r f u l  B l e s s i n g s

Colourful 
messages to 
bless a heart

The Abingdon Worship Annual 2018 
offers fresh worship planning resources 
for all who plan and implement weekly 
worship. Worship leaders "need to offer 
prayers, prepare an order of worship, 
select music, and even prepare a sermon. 

Into that weekly task, we offer this resource to strengthen your 
ability to lead creatively and prepare consistently." Liturgies and 
prayers are also included for special days.

Planning Sermons and Services 
for Fifty-Two Sundays

Leading Small Group 
 Bible Studies

A weekly worship planning book for pastors and musicians. An all-in-one 
resource that helps both the music director and pastor plan the worship ser-
vices for each Sunday and holy day of the year, the 2017-2018 edition of 
Prepare! is lectionary-based and places everything at your fingertips.

P r e p a r e !
A n  E c u m e n i c a l  M u s i c  &  Wo r s h i p  P l a n n e r

2 0 1 7 - 2 0 1 8  N R S V  E d i t i o n

 Delightfully detailed cards 
to colour. 

44 cards in total
 

$7.95 tax Included

T h e  M e s s a g e 
D e l u xe  G i f t  B i b l e 

For the first time as a gift 
bible, the Message includes 

all these popular features:

Colourful presentation page

Unique verse-numbered 
paragraphs

Handcrafted maps, charts, 
and timelines

Durable binding

Satin ribbon marker

$22.95 tax Included
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