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The East and 
West Districts of 
the Newfound-
land and Labra-
dor Conference 
officially closed 
on June 2, 2018 at 
the Spring meet-
ing in Carbonear. 
Delegates gath-
ered for the final 
photos.

→

High l ights  f rom the  Newfound land and Labrador 
Conference  Spr ing  Meet ing

“Remember that story found in Matthew’s gospel of the night when the disciples were crossing Galilee 
in a storm and Jesus came to them walking on the water?

I have seen that story depicted in many paintings and stained glass windows but I have never seen 
the particular moment depicted which interests me. It is neither when Peter is standing on the water, nor when he 
is walking on it, nor when he is sinking in it, nor even when he is calling to his Lord to save him. Rather it is that 
first moment when Peter takes hold of the gunnel and makes to step out over the side of the storm-tossed boat.

Peter, the fisherman, knew the sea. He knew its seasons and its moods. He knew its blessings and its sorrow. He 
knew the water was wet and cold and deep. 
Yet, to stand where Jesus stood, to be where 
Jesus was, to obey what Jesus commanded, 
if He was the son of God – that was all. And 
so he went over the side. It was his will-

By rev. rUSSeLL SMaLL, retired CLerGy 
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ingness to do so that marks him, 
believing, it seems, that, though he 
knew the risks, to be where Jesus 
was, was enough, 
and worth the 
risks. And indeed, 
he only began to 
sink, we are told, 
when he took his 
eyes off Jesus.

That was 
brought to my 
mind as delegates 
of the Newfound-
land and Labrador 
Conference of The United Church 
of Canada gathered in Carbonear 
in the first days of June for its 93rd 
and final meeting.

One could have been forgiven 
for thinking we were in for a right 

proper Victorian funeral, given 
the unintentional symbolism. The 
President, Executive Secretary 
and others were seated on a seem-
ingly distant stage at tables draped 
in black. The backdrop curtain of 
the stage was black. Even the post-
ers proclaiming that “With God all 
things are possible” were black.

After all, we were saying good-
bye to everything we have known 
and loved, or hated, in the govern-

ment we have 
called East and 
West Districts 
and Confer-
ence.

Thankfully, 
while time was 
taken in word 
and worship to 
acknowledge 

their passing, 
and to give 

them a decent burial, our theme 
was “Moving Forward in Faith”, 
and our ears were attuned to the 
insistent voice of our Lord saying, 
“Courage. It is I … Come.”

He spoke through the voices 
raised up in our 
midst. Members 
of the Youth Fo-
rum, in creative 
ways, called us 
to examine our-
selves in the light 
of our calling in 
God as against 
our living in the 
ways of Empire 
– of materialism, 
oppression, de-
structiveness and 
systemic evil. 

Our Moderator, the Right Rev. 
Jordan Cantwell, in two theme 
addresses and her sermon at the 
Celebration of Ministries service 
on Sunday morning, called us to 
move as a church from where we 
are comfortable to where we will 
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Moderator Jordan Cantwell ad-
dressed Conference delegates 
and guests challenging us all to 
being open to being transformed.

→

H o n o ra r y 
M e m b e rs h i p

 

The Very Rev. Dr. Marion 
Pardy was presented with 
Honorary Membership in the 

St. John's and Area Council of 
Churches at its Annual Meeting 

held on May 4, 2018.
Marion has been a passionate 

champion for ecumenism, justice 
and peace at local, national and 
international levels. She has put 
her beliefs into practice through 
her involvement in the Canada 
Council of Churches and in the 
St. John's and Area Council of 

Churches where she served two 
terms as President (2005-2013).

Delegates gathered at Carbonear Academy to 
"Move Forward in Faith."

Members of Youth Forum pre-
sented to delegates "God versus 
Empire."
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most often find Christ – on the 
edge of things, in the vulnerable 
places, where it is hard to be.

“If we want to be different, we 
cannot be the same.” We can never 
be sure that something is going to 
succeed before we start, and we 
may fail along the way, but in los-
ing what we think is life we will 
gain the life in which the Spirit 
wants us to thrive.

We will move from fear to 
where the Spirit is flowing, where, 
to quote one of her examples “we 
will never be able to give more 
that we have received.”

The Dissolution of Districts 
Transition Team led us in a work-
shop outlining a new system of 
governance and working as we 
move from being a Conference to 
a Regional Council, mindful that 

our new structure keep our main 
structures while eliminating dupli-
cation and overlap. 

One of the “new wineskins for 
new wine” is the proposed Mis-
sion Articulation Program or MAP 
which is, as its abbreviated name 
suggests, a guide for congrega-
tions to plot their mission and 
ministries. And the Executive Sec-
retary issued a call for congrega-
tions to pilot this program, so it 
can be shaped for continuous use 
in our Region.

The Nominations report was 
more interesting than 
usual because it was 
largely a blank docu-
ment with lots of po-
sitions but no names. 
By the time of its sec-
ond presentation most 
of the positions were 
filled, giving witness 
that there were those 
ready to answer the 
Master’s call.

Reports from vari-
ous Incorporated Ministries like 
Bridges to Hope, Stella’s Circle 
and Agnes Pratt Home, as well as 
a report on the Go Project, speak 
of where we have been and where 

we need to 
go in service 
with those with 
whom our Lord 
unites us.

Hope takes 
many forms and 

one of them was the election of a 
President-Elect of Conference, the 
Rev. Peggy Johnson. She has been 
elected to a Conference that will 
not exist by the time she is ready 

to assume office, 
but she goes for-
ward in faith to be 
of service.

The Milestones 

in Ministry Banquet on Saturday 
night saw two honoured for 50 
years of ordered ministry: the Very 
Rev. Dr. Marion Pardy and the Rev. 
A. George Demmons. Rev. Donna 
Hann was celebrated for her re-
tirement. Others were honoured 
for anniversary  milestones on 
their way: the Rev. Sidney New-
bury, the Rev. Harry Whitehorne, 
the Rev. Dr. Wayne Cole, the Rev. 
Veronica Brett-Williams and the 

→

A weekend filled with fellowship 
and gathering with music.

Delegates and 
guests  were invit-
ed to bring rocks 
from their homes 
to represent the 
communities of 
the Newfoundland 
& Labrador Con-
ference.

(l-r) Rev. Harry 
W h i t e h o r n e , 
Rev. Dr. Wayne 
Cole, Very Rev. 
Dr. Marion Pardy and Rev. Gus Pendleton cel-
ebrated anniversaries of ordination at the Mile-
stones in Ministry Banquet.

The Children at Conference 
were a joy to welcome to the 
Court.
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Conference will 
simply be given a 
new name, currently 
Region 16, that our 
greatest temptation 
is to think that we 
can carry on as we 
have been, and that 
nothing really needs 
to change. Much 
will change. But our 
Lord says, “Come” 
And as we sang in 

our closing worship:

“My Lord colours outside the 
lines,

Turns wounds to blessings, water 
into wine;

And takes me into places where 
I’ve never been before

And opens doors to worlds out-
side the lines.

We’ll never walk on water if 
we’re not prepared to drown,

Body and soul need a soaking 
from time to time.

And we’ll never move the grave-
stones if we’re not prepared to 

die,

And realize there are worlds out-
side the lines.”

We sang it like we meant it!"

328 Hamilton Ave. 
St. John’s, NL, A1E 1J9 
(709) 579-6007 

73 Commonwealth Ave.
Mt. Pearl, NL, A1N 1W7
(709) 364-1937 

Fax:  (709) 579-3106 
E-mail: info@barretts.nf.net 

www.barretts.ca

Two Locations:

w c c p a . c a

P r o u d  t o  b e  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e 
N e w f o u n d l a n d  a n d  L a b r a d o r 
C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  o v e r  2 5  y e a r s

R e v . 
G u s 
Pend-
leton.

A 
s p e -
c i a l 
m u -
s i c a l 
tribute 
to the 
mem -

bers of Conference Staff: Faith, 
Heather, Ali-
son, Leona 
and Jennifer 
was heartily 
enjoyed and 
endorsed by 
all present.

Our meet-
ings concluded 
with a Cel-
ebration of 
Ministries at 
Bethany United 
Church in Carbonear, and a cel-
ebration it was. 

The Rev. Adekunle Adeniyi, 
c u r -
rently 
s e r v -
ing the 
C e n -
t r a l 
L a b -
r a d o r 

P a s -
t o r a l 
Charge, 

Celebration of Ministries service at 
Bethany United Church, Carbonear.

was received as an 
ordained minister 
from another denom-
ination into the min-
istry of Word, Sac-
rament and Pastoral 
Care of the United 
Church. Ms. Wendy 
Lowden, DLM, was 
installed as President 
of the Newfoundland 
and Labrador Confer-
ence.

C o m m i s -
sioners, Staff 
and Youth 
Pilgrims to 
the 43rd Gen-
eral Council 
at Oshawa 
this summer 
received a 
blessing and 
were accom-
panied with 
prayer.

I said earlier that the whole 
weekend reminded me of that mo-
ment when Peter gripped the gun-
nel of the boat and prepared to go 
overboard. Did he look back over 
his shoulder? Did he hesitate? Did 
he grip the gunnel hard in fear? 
Maybe, as do we when we seek 
now to move forward in faith.

And the Rev. Alan Hall of the 
General Council staff spoke a 
word of prophetic warning to us, I 
believe, when he suggested, given 
that Newfoundland and Labrador 

Rev. Adekunle Adeniyi 
was admitted to The 
United Church of Canada 
from the African Church 
of Nigeria.

Rev. Bill Bartlett with 
Moderator Jordan 
Cantwell and General 
Council Representative 
Rev. Alan Hall.

A memorable slideshow 
was presented at the 
Milestones in Ministry 
Banquet to the delight 
of the more than 300 
guests.

Article by the Rev. Russell Small, retired 
clergy. Photos by Jennifer Taylor and 

Alison Piercey.
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MacCuish. There were many tears but 
then laughter and joy just being to-
gether afterwards.

Our former Moderator Jordan 
Cantwell’s accountability speech was 
another highlight. This week, with 
the end of three long busy but blessed 
years, she was relaxed and very funny 
all week, and always gracious.

The election of our new Modera-
tor, the Rt. Rev. Dr. Richard Bott, was 
electric with ten worthy nominees in 
the running. I was so proud to have a 
vote. You can catch his first sermon in 
the closing ceremony at GC43.ca. The 
ceremony was moving and I believe 
left all with a new hope for our future.

Our last day Friday was the cul-
mination of all our hard work. As we 
moved and voted, we saw the new 
business model prove its worth. 

I have to admit another highlight for 
many of us from this beautiful prov-
ince was the numerous comments we 
received about how wonderful the last 
General Council was in Corner Brook.

So that is about it from this exhaust-
ed, exhilarated, foot sore but soul fly-
ing commissioner. If there is one thing 
I have come home believing more 
than ever before, it’s that “We are not 
alone, we live in God’s World.”

General Council is over, let the ser-
vice begin.  Amen

left to mention them all, but here are 
a few…

Sunday's highlight was the opening 
worship, starting with a sunrise service 
and ending in Plenary. The sermon 
by Rev. Miriam Spies was amazing. 
There were Festival of Faith work-
shops all day & the Alvin Dixon run.

Accepting the motion on the in-
digenous church was an emotional 
moment. All week we had our indig-
enous members with us, teaching us 
and making us aware of how much 

work we have yet to do. I thank them 
for their teachings.

The vote to accept the remits from 
GC42 in Corner Brook happened 
with just a touch of discussion on the 
floor to make it exciting.

Tuesday night was truly a highlight 
when during the service to say good-
bye to Presbytery & Conference, we 
were each blessed to be anointed by 
our Executive Secretary Faith March-

Safety Training Our Priority
www.safetytrainingnl.ca

James Pike, Owner/Operator

Inc. 

P.O. Box 149
105 Conception Bay Hwy.

Holyrood, NL, A0A 2R0

Tel: (709) 229-1918
Cell: (709) 763-7867
jim@safetytrainingnl.ca

authorized distributor for

As I start this article, I am sit-
ting at the departure gate in 
Toronto waiting for the flight 

back to Newfoundland & Labrador ... 
home. I am tired yet full of excitement 
for our future. This was my first time 
to General Council as a commissioner 
and I don’t want it to be my last.

I arrived in Oshawa on Saturday, 
July 21, found my roommate Alice 
Moores, dropped off my bags, and 
made our way to the Plenary, where 
we met together all week.

The chairs were set for worship 
and there were so many! I think that 
was the first time I realized I would 
be helping to make decisions for our 
United Church.

General Council was run on a dif-
ferent model this year. I will not try to 
explain it all except to say we broke 
into smaller groups to make decisions 
and give opinions, then facilitators 
took our conclusions to the floor of 
Plenary in a single statement and rec-
ommended a motion. 

If that didn’t make sense, it didn’t 
to us either the first day. The process 
got smoother as the week went on. 
In the end, I believe we have a new 
model for business and thanks to the 
team who put it together.

Some of the highlights for this 
week? I don’t have enough words 

Commissioners and youth pil-
grims from the Newfoundland and 
Labrador Conference at GC43.

A Commiss ioner ' s  V iew o f  GC43

Conference President Wendy Lowden highlights her 
experience at her first General Council
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Change is a natural part of 
life. Relationships change. 
Society changes. Individu-

als change, and every individual 
will deal with change differently. 

The church, a gathering of God’s 
people, has a higher calling, with re-
gard to change. 
It must deal 
with change 
within a secure 
setting where 
pastoral rela-
tionships mat-
ter to Christ’s 
mission and 
ministry. 

From May 
7-10, 2018, fif-
teen individuals had an opportunity 
to gain insight into how to journey 
through change when we gathered 
at Max Simms Camp. 

It was refreshing to learn ways 
to take ownership of change as a 
transitional process – through the 
United Fresh Start Program,  a pro-
gram adapted by General Council. ~ Submitted by Rev. Marilyn Rees, 

Fortune Pastoral Charge.

As facilitators-in-training, we 
gained knowledge and insight  
through modules that taught us how 
to help the church journey through 
change in a way that encourages 
the frozen and fluid voices while re-
specting and building relationships 

within a ministry setting.

This program gives to the church 
over 20 modules ready to be imple-
mented that teach ministers and 
congregational leaders critical 
strategies for working effectively in 
the face of any adaptive challenge. 

Together, ministers and congre-
gational leaders gain a mutual un-

derstanding of leadership expecta-
tions, role clarity, and the use of 
power and authority.

Our time at Max Simms Camp, 
engaging and working through 
this program, opened our eyes to 
ways to help create a fresh start for 

pastoral rela-
tionships and 
prepare for ef-
fective mission 
and ministry 
together, while 
also offering 
new insights 
and learning 
as we journey 
through overall 
changes and 

challenges in our beloved United 
Church of Canada.

 “If we want things to stay as they 
are, things will have to change.” 

                       G. di Lampedusa

H e l p i n g  M i n i s t r y  t h ro u g h  C h a n g e  w i t h 

“ U n i te d  Fre s h  S t a r t ”

United Fresh Start is a curriculum with over 20 modules that teaches ministers and congregational leaders 
critical strategies for working effectively together. The program helps create a united fresh start for the pas-
toral relationship and prepares ministers and congregations for effective mission and ministry together. The 
Newfoundland and Labrador Conference offered this training program in May 2018 to train individuals to offer 
modules to congregations in our Conference.

Newly trained United Fresh Start facilitators in the Newfoundland and 
Labrador Conference.
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Smith Stockley Ltd.
264 LeMarchant Rd.
P.O. Box 1387, Stn. C
St. John’s, NL, A1C 5N5

Phone: 579-0073
Toll Free: 1-800-563-5544
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84 LeMarchant Road, St. John’s
Piperstock Hill, Torbay
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PHONE 753-6845 office@cauls.ca

Holy Land Come and See     
Pilgrimage

October 13-23, 2018

Fall Learning Event 
October 19-21, 2018

Clergy Retreat 
October 22-24, 2018

Ministry of Supervision     
Course 

October 22-26, 2018 & 
May 6-10, 2019

 
Finance & Administrative 

Services
October 31, 2018
February 27, 2019

What’s 
Happening? 

Carrying a message of non-vio-
lent resistance to the Israeli oc-
cupation, Palestinian Liberation 

theologian Rev. Dr. Naim Ateek came 
to St. John’s to promote his latest book 
‘A Palestinian Theology of Liberation 
- The Bible, Justice and The Palestine-
Israel Conflict'.

The Canadian Friends of Sabeel 
(CFOS) sponsored and promoted this cross-Canada tour. 
Memorial University organized two events: an informal 
dialogue with students discussing the situation in Palestine-
Israel from a Biblical perspective and an evening lecture 

a book and speaking tour with the rev. dr. Naim ateek, 
founder of the Palestinian Liberation theology Movement

hosted by Queen’s College with 130 people in attendance. 
Rev. Ateek addressed the audience by first talking about his 
book. Everyone appreciated hearing his personal lived the-
ology, as well as interpreting some contradictory scriptures 
of the Old Testament. Rev. Ateek emphasizes the proud his-
tory of partnership among Jews, Muslims and Christians of 
conscience.

Copies of Rev. Ateek's book sold out at all his lectures. 
CFOS are grateful that so many people in St. John’s, and 
indeed across Canada, are engaging with these issues.

~ Patricia Mercer, former Chair, 
East District Church in the World Committee

Q: Our church has amalgam-
ated with another & we are 
going to decide on a new name. 
We'll need a new website too. 
How do we combine the old sites 
& name it?

A: First decide on a hosting com-
pany, which will be an excellent 
help. Leave both sites up until 
the new one is ready & post 
the same content to both in the 
meantime. Keep your new name 

short (44 characters) & ask the 
hosting company to do a search 
to see if it's taken. Then have the 
company buy up all the domain 
names associated with it - .com, 
.ca, .net & .org are the most 
common. You won't use them all. 
In the web world, it means no 
one else can use the name for 
something else, like selling things 
or worse. I'll talk about creating 
a new site next issue.

Thank you to Catherine Rodd, Executive Director of 
Communications for the United Church's General Council Office.

Bits & Bytes:

T h e  C h u r c h  i n  t h e  D i g i t a l  A g e
T h e  C o n n e c t o r ' s  t e c h n o l o g y  c o l u m n 
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Leona Laundry
320 Elizabeth Avenue, St. John’s, NL, A1B 1T9

Phone (709) 754-0372, Toll Free (877) 954-0386
ucbookstore@nfld.net

Responsive Prayers – Cycle C

2019 Abingdon Worship Annual 
 

Worship Planning Resources for 
Every Sunday of the Year

$29.95 Tax Included

J o a n  C h i t t i s t e r

W e  A r e  A l l  O n e

2019 
Upper Room 

Discplines

A Book of Daily 
Devotions

For Every Week of the Church Year

by David Sparks

An all-in-one resource that helps both the music director and clergy plan the 
worship services for each Sunday and holy day of the year. This 2018-2019 
edition of Prepare! is lectionary based and places everything at your finger-
tips. The calendar format helps you plan the entire choir year. From Septem-
ber through August.

P r e p a r e !
A n  E c u m e n i c a l  M u s i c  &  Wo r s h i p  P l a n n e r

2 0 1 8 - 2 0 1 9

 Reflections on Unity,  
Community and 
Commitment to 

Each Other

$22.95 Tax Included

2019 Abingdon Preaching 
Annual 

 
Planning Sermons and Services 

for 52 Sundays

Faith Forward: 
Volume 3

Launching a revolution 
through ministry with 

children, youth and families

T a k i n g  P r e - O r d e r s  o n  t h e s e 
p o p u l a r  a n n u a l  r e s o u r c e s
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