
A Message from the Transition Commission 

 

“In you there is a refuge, in you we find our peace. 

When all we know is chaos may our trust in you increase. 

In you there is a silence, in you our minds are clear. 

When all we hear is discord may your quiet draw us near.” 

- More Voices #84, In You There Is a Refuge 

 

Fundy St. Lawrence Dawning Waters Region.  Yes, it’s a mouthful, but it really describes where 

and who we are.  That wasn’t easy given that we are a region made up of bodies of land separated 

by water and the necessity of excluding what we have been connected to for so long, Region 15.  

There weren’t any existing terms to use in this case; we are no longer the full Maritime area. 

 

In the beginning of this adventure, when this group first came together as your Transition Team, 

volunteers and appointees, the task(s) seemed daunting.  We had no instruction book and few 

guidelines.  How could we possibly think of everything?  Well, we had to relax into understanding 

that we could not possibly think of everything.  But we tried.   

 

Your commission has been working at getting us functioning in our new format.  It has almost 

been like doing a big Spring cleaning. In creating a new structure, old methods needed to be 

examined. What should be kept the same? What needs to be different? What can we let go of? 

Where do we need a totally new idea?  The guideline for examining everything has been, “Where 

is the Spirit in this?”.  

 

As the staff began operating with this format, getting used to new job descriptions, and as folks 

across the Region continued to do the work of the Church, issues would arise and we would 

discover, “Oh, we need a policy for that.”  I anticipate that this will continue, and that’s alright.  

That is how the Team, which became this Commission, relaxed into our tasks: by recognizing that 

it all can be changed to become what we need it to be.  In fact, this work will never be finished.  It 

may come close to being more complete, but changes will always be needed.  This is a changing 

world. God made it (and us) that way. Praise be. 

 

As you begin examining this new structure and working with it, please trust that all this work has 

been done prayerfully and with careful consideration.  There are many areas where we will not be 

doing things the way we always have done them and that is often intentional.  As the various 

standing committees begin to do their work, they may find adjustments need to be made and we 

did try to build in enough flexibility for that.  

 

We, all of us, are making a new thing.  This Commission is so glad to welcome you all in joining 

us in this work with this first meeting of the Fundy St. Lawrence Dawning Waters Region. (We 

also look forward to handing it off to you and the new Executive.) Let us, together, finish up this 

business of creating a new structure, a new way of being together, and get on with the business of 

being the Church, working for peace and justice, loving and serving a World that is hurting.   

 

So very much is changing, so much is new, but policies and governance structures will not bring 

about the changes needed in the World.  That can only come from our hearts. 



So, here we all are again, in the same place at this same time of year. I am filled with joy and 

anticipation for our gathering in Sackville, to be with friends from our sister Region and bring the 

Youth Forum and Intermediates together.  These are activities tremendously filled with Spirit and 

worth holding on to.  

 

It’s still us.  God is still God and we are still the Church. 

 

Wishing you all peace, joy, and love, 

 

Heather Donnelly, Chair 

Fundy St. Lawrence Dawning Waters Transition Commission  

 

“In you there is a vision, in you we learn to dream. 

When all we see is desert may you be our living stream. 

In you there is a future, in you we find our way. 

When hope has shed its brightness may you show us a new day.” 

- More Voices #84, In You There Is a Refuge 

 


