THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA
REGIONAL COUNCIL 15
February 19, 2019 at 10:00am
Riverview United Church, Elmsdale, NS

ATTENDANCE

Krista Anderson, William Drysdale, Ruth Gamble, Elaine Gray, April Hart, David LeBlanc,
Catherine MacDonald, Faith March-MacCuish, Fay Smith, Janet Sollows, Donna
Tourneur, Joyce Wylie.

REGRETS

Ross Bartlett, Anne Cameron, Alicia Cox, Derek Elsworth, Allison Etter, Peter Hardy,
Beverley McDonald, Max Martin, Jane McDonald (Corresponding Member), Donald
Morrison, Carol Smith.

WELCOME AND OPENING PRAYER

Catherine MacDonald, Minister of Riverview United Church, welcomed the Executive
members. Members shared what was weighing heavy on their hearts. Prominent in this
discussion was the fire in Spryfield this morning that claimed the lives of seven children
of a refugee family. This family had lived next to Riverview United Church up to a few
months ago. Donna Tourneur led the group in worship reading from Jeremiah 17:5-10
and had each Executive member reflect on a tree that had particular significance to them.
QUORUM AND CONSTITUTION OF THE COURT

Catherine MacDonald noted that a quorum was present, constituted the court and
acknowledged the land.

MINUTES
MOTION: (Ruth Gamble/Elaine Gray)
That the minutes of the February 5, 2019 meeting be adopted as corrected.
CARRIED
CORRESPONDENCE

1. Upper Londonderry Pastoral Charge — Request to sell a church building to the
Covenant Reform Presbyterian Church.

MOTION: (Fay Smith/Joyce Wylie)

That the Regional Council:

1) concurs with the request of the trustees of the Upper Londonderry Pastoral
Charge regarding the sale of the property located at 983 Little Dyke Road,
Glenholme to the Covenant Reform Presbyterian Church and

2) agrees that the proceeds of the transaction remain with the Upper
Londonderry Pastoral Charge pursuant to the charge being an amalgamated
congregation and

3) agrees that the sacramental furnishings be decommissioned along with the
church building before the closing date of February 28, 2019. The
decommissioning will be the responsibility of Fay Smith.

CARRIED

2. Justice, Mission and Outreach Committee — letter was read regarding working
with the Justice, Mission and Outreach Committee of Fundy St. Lawrence
Dawning Waters Region. Faith March-MacCuish and Catherine MacDonald will
craft a response based on our discussion.
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Reports REPORTS
Bermuda Synod BERMUDA SYNOD

Nora Sanders, Faith March-MacCuish, Donald Morrison and David Hewitt met with the
Bermuda Synod on December 13, 2018. The Bermuda Synod is willing to maintain their
relationship with the United Church of Canada in the short term (until December 31, 2019).
A task group comprised of David Allan, Faith March-MacCuish, Catherine MacDonald and
three people to be appointed by the Bermuda Synod will look at the nature and details of a
future relationship. This group will revisit the 1930 document that established the
relationship in a face-to-face meeting in Bermuda.

Nominations NOMINATIONS
The latest copy of the Nominations report was distributed.
MOTION: (Elaine Gray/Ruth Gamble)

That the Nominations report be accepted with the addition of Jennifer Taylor as a
corresponding member of the Executive.

CARRIED
Annual Regional ANNUAL REGIONAL COUNCIL MEETING PLANNING COMMITTEE
Council
Planning The theme will be “Faith Forward” and the speaker will be Michael Dowd. He will give the
Committee theme presentation on Friday evening and lead focus group sessions on Saturday with

each Region. Other speakers are to be arranged. The Association of Ministers will meet on
Wednesday and Thursday prior to the opening of the Annual Meeting. It was agreed that
information will be forwarded to Pastoral Charges as soon as possible. The Sunday
morning service will be a joint Celebration of Ministries.

New Business NEW BUSINESS
Property Policy Property Policy

The draft of the property handbook was presented. Suggestions for changes were made
and noted by Faith March-MacCuish. It will be referred back to the committee for changes
to be made.

Moderator Visit Moderator Visit

Faith March-MacCuish and Catherine MacDonald will create a proposal for the Moderator

to visit.
Sacramental Sacramental Privileges for DLMs
Privileges for This item is covered in the new edition of The Manual (i2.4.4).
DLMs
Marriage Policy Marriage Policy

The Licensing Committee will be developing a new policy once they begin meeting. Until a
new policy is ready, people can use the resources on the Conference website under
“Conference Forms".

Pastoral Charge Pastoral Charge Supervisor Policy

Supervisor
Policy We will add that the Pastoral Charge supervisor is responsible for attending the meetings

of the governing body with a reference to The Manual section B.7.3 Membership of the
Governing Body. An expense form will be included as an appendix.
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MOTION: (Krista Anderson/Ruth Gamble)

That the Pastoral Charge Supervisor Policy be adopted.

CARRIED

Annual Meeting Annual
Meeting

Process for the Annual Meeting to decide on the Mission Statement, Theological

Convictions, and operating principles. We will meet on March 19 in a face-to-face meeting

from 10:00am — 3:30pm to work on this. This meeting will take place at Riverview United

Church in Elmsdale.

Region Naming Region
Naming

April Hart and Derek Elsworth are working on a process for naming the region.

United Heritage Pastoral Charge United
Heritage PC

David Hewitt has been asked to name a Pastoral Charge supervisor for United Heritage in

Sydney, NS.

ADJOURNMENT Adjournment

The business being concluded, the President declared the meeting adjourned.

BENEDICTION Benediction

The President closed the meeting with prayer.

Catherine MacDonald Janet Sollows
President Secretary (Acting)



