
Maine School of Ministry 

Winter/Spring 2020 Classes 

Questioning God, Challenging Faith: A Systematic Search for                       
Understanding God, Suffering, and Evil - Deborah L. Goodwin, Ph.D. 

Saturdays, Jan. 25, Feb. 22, March 28, April 25, 9:00 am - 3:00 pm   

This course surveys some key topics in systematic (or “doctrinal”) theology: the nature of God, God’s relation-
ship to humanity, and the saving work of Jesus Christ. The scholarship on each topic is vast and often highly 
technical, so this course will focus on the intersection between theoretical and practical concerns. Each class 
meeting will rely on foundational readings from Daniel Migliore’s Faith Seeking Understanding: An Introduction to 
Christian Theology, and bring them into conversation with other, sometimes conflicting, views. At the forefront 
will be questions about why bad things happen to good people, and which theological formulations respond ad-
equately to that challenge. 
 

The Practice of Christian Theology in Ministry, Mission,                                   
and Devotional Life  – The Rev. Dr. Deb Jenks  

Saturdays,  Feb. 8, March 7, April 4, May 2 , 9:00 am - 3:00 pm   

In this course we will engage the practice of theology in the context of the church’s community life, ministry, 
mission, and devotional life, with the purpose of claiming our common vocation as theologians, practitioners of 
“faith seeking understanding”. Class discussion, assigned readings, and written work will focus our theological 
reflection through two sets of perspectives: (1) The theological concepts of the Triune God; the Incarnate Christ; 
and the Redemptive action of death and resurrection; and (2) The ministry practices of worship/prayer; pas-
toral/spiritual care; mission and service.  The outcome of the course is for students to articulate the integration 
of theological concepts with the practice of ministry in our contemporary context. 

Classes are held at the Maine Conference UCC Office, 337 State Street, Suite #3, Augusta  
FMI or to register visit www.maineucc.org or call (207) 622-3100. 


