Archives and Records Committee

We are all still adjusting to a new structure that brings with it new ways of working in the church.
That includes matters within the purview of church archives. Even in archives, there are changes.
The Fundy St. Lawrence Dawning Waters (hereafter FSLDW) Regional Council now has its own
archives and records committee which is separate from that of Region 15. The denominational
body once known as Archives and History Committee or AHC no longer exists.

The FSLDW Archives and Records Committee met on May 30, 2019 by electronic means. We
have communicated by e-mail at other times during the year. We will meet again in June, 2020
once our archivist, Sarah Wallace, has returned from maternity leave.

I, Julielynne Anderson, Joyce Wylie (Region 15), Sarah Wallace (archivist for FSLDW and Region
15) and Faith March-MacCuish (Executive Minister) all attended a denominational consultation
on archives in London, Ontario in June of 2019. We still await more information from the task
group that was appointed out of that consultation.

We are fortunate in this region to have excellent archival facilities and services. There are, however,
two concerns | would wish to raise stemming from the results of the national consultation. The
first concern is the loss of the denominational Archives and History Committee (hereafter AHC).
The AHC — formerly a Permanent Committee of the General Council — provided lay people
concerned with archives an opportunity to express their concerns, feel fellowship with those with
similar concerns and learn different methods and strategies employed in other parts of the country.
The concern is not just the loss of the AHC but the lack of knowing what — if anything — is going
to replace it. The second concern arising from the consultation is that no person from the three
easternmost regions was appointed to the task group that emerged from the national consultation.
As the archival situation and perspective in the east is somewhat different than it is in other parts
of the country, this is potentially concerning.

The AHC also had sub-committees that worked on specific projects. Two of these sub-committees
worked, respectively, on virtual commemorations and artefacts. This past year I, as chair of the
FSLDW Archives and Records Committee and former AHC member for Maritime Conference,
was pleased to help with finalizing the submission of Keswick Ridge United Church to the
Honouring Our Heritage website.  Please find the commemoration at this website:
https://www.ucheritage.ca/keswick-ridge-united-church/ .

In addition, there is indication that work related to church artefacts will continue in some form at
a denominational level. Details of how this will occur, however, are still being finalized. It is clear
that church members across the country still have questions and concerns over artefacts within the
church.

In the future, the FSLDW Archives and Records committee hopes to do a series of in-person and
virtual workshops to help communities of faith learn about archives and records management and
preservation. These may also include discussions about artefacts. Various circumstances have
meant and continue to mean that these workshops may not begin or be in the most accessible form
as soon as would be ideal. Sadly, the necessary postponement of the annual meeting as a result of


https://www.ucheritage.ca/keswick-ridge-united-church/

COVID-19 will prevent any in-person workshops from happening this spring. Hopefully, either
an in-person or, at least, a virtual workshop on archives and related matters can be scheduled for
the fall.

In happier news, we congratulate our archivist, Sarah Wallace, and her husband on the birth of
their second daughter this past fall. As a result, Sarah has been on maternity leave these last few
months. Thank-you to Tracey Rose who has been working on archives work for two days a week
while Sarah has been on maternity leave.

As always, | would like to thank Sarah Wallace for her hard work in the archives. Excellent
archives do not exist without excellent staff. Again, thank-you to Tracey Rose for undertaking
archival work during Sarah's maternity leave.

In closing, 1 would like to remember in prayer all those affected by the current health crisis and by
the recent tragedy in Nova Scotia.

Respectfully submitted,

Julielynne Anderson,

Chair,

FSLDW Archives and Records Committee
April 21, 2020



