
DIVISION OF REGIONAL SERVICES AND SUPPORT 
 

May 28, 2020 

 

The mandate of this division is to provide oversight, leadership and guidance to Communities of 

Faith within the Region.  

The membership of the division committee is: 

Chair, Donnie Morrison 

Secretary, Mike Henderson 

Communications Chair, Kevin Cox 

Faith Formation and Leadership Development Chair, Kim Curlett  

Justice, Mission and Outreach Chair, Anne Hoganson 

Stewardship Chair, Shauna MacDonald 

Youth, Children and Young Adult Chair, Mat Whynott 

Regional Council Annual Meeting Planning Chair, Donna Tourneur 

 

The Executive Minister, Faith March-MacCuish is our Staff Support. She replaced Regional 

Minister, David Hewitt, in October. We thank David for his support and welcome Faith.  

 

Since the last Region 15 Annual Meeting, when the structure of the region was adopted, the 

Division has met by teleconference on June 26, 2019, October 30, 2019, and January 16, 2020. 

There was an in-person meeting on September 26, 2019 at Trinity United Church in New Glasgow.  

 

The six committees in this division are now populated. The new committees (those not carried 

over from the Conference) have plans and aspirations, and are working toward them. The 

committees that are carrying their work forward from the old system continue to fulfill their 

mandates.  

 

In February, the Division sent out a letter to Communities of Faith outlining the work that has been 

carried on and the work we have planned going forward: 

 

The Justice, Mission & Outreach Committee continues its momentum. It has a vision of 

expanding circles, with the JMO committee as the centre, surrounded by Working Groups, with 

an outer circle (network) for communication, events and connecting/supporting clusters of 

geographically close people who work together for projects and interests. The Working Groups of 

this committee have been engaged all along and will continue being the church in action: 

Ecological Justice, Access to Justice, Just Peace for Palestine and Israel, Refugee Matters, Mental 

Health and Indigenous Concerns and Relations.  

 

The Faith Formation and Leadership Development Committee has lots of great energy. Expect 

to hear from them as they will reach out to folks in the Region about what they might be looking 

for, to tell you who they are and what their mandate is, and about the resources that are available 

in the Region. Check out their new Facebook page: Region 15 Faith Formation and Leadership 

Development – FFLD! 

 



The Communications Committee will be developing a newsletter to actively get information out 

to Communities of Faith. They will be focused on effective internal communication in the Region, 

between Communities of Faith and the Regional Council. Covid has delayed their plans, but they 

still plan to move forward.  

 

The Youth, Child and Young Adult Committee is another committee that hasn’t missed a step 

in the transition. Another faith-inspiring program was planned for Youth Forum and Intermediates 

at this year’s annual meeting. Sherbrooke Lake Camp and Camp Kidston were registering campers 

for this summer and interest was up from last year. Enthusiastic leaders have new ideas brought 

back from The Great Gathering in North Carolina. Recruitment for youth to travel to Calgary, this 

year, for Rendez-Vous was ongoing.  

 

Expect to hear from the Stewardship Committee to set up dialogue sessions for Communities of 

Faith, whether in groups or individual communities, to talk about stewardship and responding to 

Jesus’ call to love our neighbours in the world.  

 

The Annual Meeting Planning Committee manages every year to produce a valuable, thought-

provoking and successful three to four-day event and this year was to be like no other as we were 

to meet together with the Fundy St. Lawrence Dawning Waters Region for a second year. 

Unfortunately, in the time of COVID 19, the annual meeting needed to be rescheduled, and the 

committee is hard at work organizing the alternative, as we all know. 

 

While travel and gathering restrictions are in place due to COVID 19, some of our plans have been 

put on hold or adjusted, but the Division carries on planning and adjusting. 

 

SINCE THIS REPORT WAS WRITTEN IN APRIL: 

 

The Division met on May 15. 

 

FFLD update: 

FFLD has sent out the survey to the Region to determine how they can best serve. The results of 

the survey will help them plan their work for the coming year. I also remind you to check out the 

FFLD Facebook page – it’s another way to disseminate information on programs, events and 

resources. Also, FFLD has approved a pilot program for a digital church experience designed for 

individuals (aged 30s-50s) looking to deepen their faith experience in the liberal Christian 

tradition.  

 

Justice, Mission and Outreach update: 

JMO working groups continue on. Online justice work has greatly increased with webinars, 

Palestinian justice and mining issues. Networks plugged into this are producing a lot of online 

content. Laura Hunter, Minister for Justice, Mission and Outreach produces a bi-weekly podcast 

called Making Hope Visible – conversations about Justice, Faith and Action. JMO also has a 

Facebook page, frequently update – please check it out. 

      

The JMO Ecological Justice Working Group would like to highlight, at this webinar, the United 

Church’s support for a renewed campaign for a Canadian Ombudsperson for Responsible 



Enterprise (CORE) with powers, and to ask you all to sign as soon as possible the e-petition to 

government. The United Church is a member of the Canadian Network for Corporate 

Accountability (CNCA) and United Church members have long actively supported the efforts to 

establish a Federal Ombudsperson for Mining Justice, including many in the Maritimes.  

      

In January 2018, the Canadian Ombudsperson for Responsible Enterprise (CORE) was appointed, 

after more than a decade of work. However, after the announcement, lobbying from the mining 

sector led to the Ombudsperson’s office being given no investigative powers. Today, the CORE 

remains a powerless advisory post, little different from the previous discredited Corporate Social 

Responsibility Counselor. It can do little to deter Canadian complicity in corporate abuse or ensure 

Canadian garment supply chains and mining, oil and gas operations respect human rights and the 

environment.  

      

Links to a webinar where you can hear directly from people whose lives have been negatively 

impacted by mining operations will be distributed in the Region.  

      

A true sign of hope was the participation of MP’s Elizabeth May (Green Party), Heather 

MacPherson (NDP) and Nate Erskine-Smith (Lib) who are all ready to work for a Parliamentary 

bill to ensure that the Ombudsperson has actual investigative powers, as an Ombudsperson should.  

      

Please watch the Webinar, and the short but disturbing videos which remind us all of the suffering 

caused by Canadian companies overseas. You will be moved to act.  

      

And whether or not you view the Webinar, please sign the petition. This is a timely matter. 

The link to the petition will also be distributed to you in the Region. 

 

YCYA update: 

We welcomed Catherine Stuart who is our new Minister for Youth, Children and Young Adults. 

Lauren King left us last year.  

 

A virtual Youth Forum was held on the May 23 weekend. I@C will be held from the middle to the 

end of June. It’s important to show the kids that we care about them and to keep up the connection. 

Camps can’t function as usual and a project called Camp in a Box is being considered. Campers 

can register through their camp and get a box of items that are particular to their camp and go 

online with counsellors and directors. Rendez vous will be online as well.  

 

JMO: Working Group for a Just Peace for Palestine and Israel  

Members: Steve Berube, Linda Scherzinger, Jim Wicks, Myrna Wicks, Anne Hoganson,  

Bev McDonald, Doug Rigby, Mary Rigby, Pat Mercer, Hope Rowsell 

 

The Just Peace Working Group focuses on education and advocacy for a just peace for 

Palestine and Israel. Many people in our Atlantic Regions have been getting to know Palestinian 

Christians, Muslims, and United Church partners in Palestine and Israel, as well as what is 

happening ‘on the ground’, through exposure “Come and See” tours, experience as Ecumenical 

Accompaniers, speakers who have spent time in Palestine and Israel, and making use of Advent 

Peace Boxes. Several of us travelled to Israel/Palestine this past year and have been sharing our 



experiences: Anne Hoganson, Sharon Lohnes, Pat Mercer, Hope Rowsell, Lauren King and Linda 

Scherzinger. Shaun MacDonald, member of Knox Presbyterian Church in Baddeck, NS, served 

with the World Council of Churches’ Ecumenical Accompaniment Program in Palestine and Israel 

(EAPPI) October 2019-January 2020.  

 

The Palestine Land Exercise (PLE) is a new, interactive educational tool, inspired by the KAIROS 

Blanket Exercise, about the history and current conditions of Palestinian/Israeli relations through 

the seldom heard perspective of the Palestinians. We have new ‘No Way to Treat a Child’ 

(NWTTAC) workshops, speakers, videos and ‘mail in’ postcards to use as part of a national 

campaign to raise awareness and advocate against the abuse and imprisonment of Palestinian 

children.  

 

In August Michael Lynk, UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the occupied 

Palestinian territory pays a visit to his family in Halifax and kindly shares his wisdom and current 

assessment with those who are interested and available to attend an informal gathering. We 

anticipate he will continue to do this.  

 

December 1st Larry Haiven, Independent Jewish Voices (IJV), led a workshop on “What is 

Antisemitism and what is not”. He has offered to lead such a workshop for other groups as there 

is interest.   

 

In February several members wrote letters to their MPs and attempted to schedule visits with their 

MPs re NWTTAC. This was to coordinate with young adults who went on the United Church 

young adult Pilgrims for Peace visit to Israel and Palestine in August 2019 and were meeting with 

MPs in Ottawa to share their experience and ask them to speak and act for the human rights of 

Palestinian children.  

 

During Feb. and early March plans were progressing well with the international coordinator of the 

fall 2020 Canadian speaking tour for Doud Nasser, “Tent of Nations”, near Bethlehem. He is to be 

the James Graff Memorial Lecturer for Canadian Friends of Sabeel (CFOS) in Toronto in early 

Nov. and in our area - Halifax and perhaps other locations – Nov. 10-14. He is known to us as a 

faithful Christian and gifted speaker who remains courageous and steadfast through his many years 

of suffering from the occupation. It will be a special privilege to have him here in person. However, 

in mid March the covid-19 pandemic stopped all travel possibilities. We are unsure if it will be 

possible for him to come this fall or if we will need to postpone these events until 2021. We will 

continue to plan and to promote Doud Nasser’s visit and to build/strengthen regional networking 

leading up to and during his time with us.  

 

Sara Avmaat, Antigonish, spent several months preparing to host a visit of organic farmers, Fayez 

and Nona Taneeb, from Tulkarm, Palestine, this June. Exchange visits with local organic farmers 

and possibly other speaking opportunities were being planned in NS as part of a cross Canada tour. 

That has been postponed until next year.  

 

After the covid-19 pandemic closed all possibilities to travel or to meet in person, many of us 

participated in webinars and online actions re: covid-19 Palestine and the Occupation, The 

International Criminal Court – Court of Last Resort, Prisoners’ Day Rally during Coronavirus, 



Turtle Island and Palestine: Indigenous Settler Colonialism, Coronavirus and Annexation, No Way 

To Treat A Child, Nakba and Indigenous Struggles, Black Christian Reflections on Palestine, the 

Boat to Gaza film and discussion. We promoted and participated in Easter in Jerusalem with 

founding elders of Sabeel Jerusalem. We donated to the Canadian Palestine medical relief 

campaign for aid during the coronavirus crisis. Many of us wrote or signed letters urging Canada’s 

Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs to speak up for international law and not support 

the Trump administration statement that Israel’s Settlements are no longer considered illegal or 

the Trump administration’s “Deal of the Century”, and to oppose the new Israeli government’s 

plan to annex a large part of the occupied Palestinian territory.  

 

The most recent JMO podcast, “Making Hope Visible” is Laura Hunter’s interview with Pat 

Mercer, “Yearning for a Just Peace for Palestine-Israel”. The interview was recorded in the fall of 

2019, but it was ‘released to the listening world’ mid May 2020. The message is personal, real and 

compelling. It deserves many listening ears and open hearts and minds.  

 

One of our members, Anne Hoganson, was recently nominated by UNJPPI and appointed as the 

Global Regional Representative-Canada to the International Coordination Committee (the 

governing body) of Global Kairos for Justice (GKJ). GKJ is an international coalition founded by 

Kairos Palestine, a Palestinian Christian movement for justice and peace; resisting with the “logic 

of love”. 

 

We are revising, enlarging and reactivating our email list as we invite individuals and church 

groups to join us in growing our Network for Justice and Peace for all in Palestine and Israel. We 

will have a display table at the fall Regional gathering with more information and resources as 

well as Fair Trade olive oil, za’atar, soap and dates from Palestine.  

 

Sara Avmaat’s art, “Meditations on the Wall”, will be on display at Craig Gallery, Alderny 

Landing, Dartmouth, December 2020.  

 

Signed,  

Linda Scherzinger and Steve Berube, co-chairs of the Working Group  

 

Local church and community groups or individuals are invited to contact lindakseven@gmail.com 

for more information and/or to host a speaker, a PLE, a NWTTAC workshop and/or to join the 

Network.  

 

 

 

https://www.buzzsprout.com/844450/3837233
mailto:lindakseven@gmail.com

