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Fundy St. Lawrence Dawning Waters Covid-19 Update (Gaspé) 

February 14, 2022 

 
Dear members of Fundy St. Lawrence Dawning Waters Regional Council (Gaspé Quebec) 
 
Thank you for all of your incredible efforts to follow the health guidelines and, at the core of doing 
that is the call, to love our neighbour. Once again, we find ourselves in a phase of opening up and 
hearing the words, “we must learn to live with COVID”. In an attempt to help things get back to a new 
normal the province of Quebec has given us some new guidance.  

Current Regulations state that a physical distance of 1m must be maintained between people. 
Indoors, a face covering is still required at all times, except when eating or drinking. 

Places of worship 

• People who wish to attend a place of worship must show their vaccine passport. 

• Numbers are limited to 50% of usual capacity, for a maximum of 250 people. 

• If the place of worship occupies an entire building, the capacity limit applies to the building. 
Face coverings are mandatory, except when eating or drinking. A minimum distance of 1m 
must be maintained between persons, unless they are occupants of the same household. 

• Attendees must stay in their seat and not move around. 

• Requirements for funerals and weddings also apply when these ceremonies are held in places 
of worship. 

• Vaccine passports are not mandatory at funerals, provided there are no more than 
50 attendees. 

Relaxation of some Health Measures 
Starting from February 21, 2022, increase in the capacity of places of worship up to 50% of the 
capacity or a maximum of 500 people, with the vaccine passport. During the viewing of the body or 
ashes of the deceased, as well as during the expression of condolences to the next of kin, a maximum 
of 50 people at a time will be possible 
 
Weddings 
For indoor weddings, attendance is limited to 50% of usual capacity, for a maximum of 250 people. A 
vaccine passport is required. The capacity limit excludes officiants or ministers in or outside the 
building. In all cases, attendees must stay seated and not move around. Face coverings are mandatory 
indoors. People from different households must maintain physical distance. 
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https://www.quebec.ca/en/health/health-issues/a-z/2019-coronavirus/progress-of-the-covid-19-vaccination/covid-19-vaccination-passport


 

 

Maximum capacity for a reception or banquet typically held after the ceremony is 50 people 
outdoors. However, receptions held in a private home or on private land must follow the rules for 
these venues. Receptions or banquets in rented rooms or restaurants are not permitted. 

Outdoors, it is possible to organize a wedding ceremony that brings together 250 people. A vaccine 
passport is not required. It is also possible to hold the reception that usually follows the wedding 
ceremony, with a maximum of 50 people outside. 

Funerals 
During the viewing of the body or ashes of the deceased, as well as during the expression of 
condolences to the next of kin, a maximum of 25 people may be inside the premises at the same time, 
and people are not allowed to rotate attendance. In other words, when someone leaves the room, 
another person cannot take their place. Only one event session is allowed. A vaccine passport is not 
required. 

Funeral services can be held in an indoor public place, including places of worship, for up to 50 people 
without requiring a vaccine passport. Up to 50% of the room capacity, but no more than 250 people, 
can attend if a vaccine passport is required. For outdoor services, up to 250 people can attend, and a 
vaccine passport is not required. 

During the ceremony, the number of people is limited to 25, if the ceremony is held inside. However, 
up to 250 people may attend if the ceremony is held outdoors. The limits on the number of 
participants excludes funeral home workers and volunteers inside or outside the funeral home. 

Please note: 
As stated in previous memos, please understand that just because we can, does not mean that 
you must. If your congregation would like to take opening up a little more slowly, it is within 
the authority of the governing body to make that decision. It is important that Ministry and 
Personnel Committees check in with staff to ensure that they are doing well during the 
opening up phases. There will be people who are happy to jump in and be fully open and 
others who are still reluctant and afraid. It is important that people are heard and that the 
decisions you make are communicated clearly to the community of faith. 

 
As we begin to resume activities, please consider these ongoing recommendations:  
Cleaning 
To reduce the number of germs and your risk of infection by cleaning and disinfecting frequently 
touched areas; every day or after a service or faith gathering. Hand washing and sanitizing is still an 
important guard against the virus. Washing hands often with soap or hand sanitizer when there is no 
soap available. It is important to keep hand sanitizers in areas around your church and offices.  
 
Singing 
It appears that singing is permitted with masking.  Having the choir sing with masks will help reduce 
the aerosols and reduce the risk of infection.  
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Communion (reminders)  
• Serve in pre-packaged or individual portions.  
• Have a small number of designated servers.  
• Servers and recipients must not have physical contact.  
• Servers are required to wear a non-medical mask, and wash or sanitize their hands immediately 

before and after serving. 
• Recipients are also recommended to wash or sanitize their hands before and after consuming. 
• Congregants maybe asked to bring their own elements (make sure you have some in a self-

contained container in case people forget) 
• After communion, ask each communicant is asked to take their items from the pew and place in a 

receptacle.  Use garbage receptacles to keep your cleaning staff safe. 
 
Baptisms (reminders) 
• For infant baptism, the parents should be the only ones to hold the baby. The officiant will sanitize 

hands before the baptism. For infant, child and adult baptism, water should come from individual 
source, not the common font. If possible, have a separate bowl that sits in the font for each 
individual who will be baptized. If you have a need to hold the baby, please make sure the parents 
have been asked and that they know they have the right to decline.  

 
Visiting (Reminders) 
Clergy Visitation: Please make every effort to mitigate the risk to your parishioners. Please follow the 
regulations for the institution in which you are visiting. You may wish to protect yourself by wearing 
a mask, even if it is not required. 
 
For house to house visiting: 
If visiting people’s homes, wear masks, and sanitize before and after the visit. It is advised that you 
not visit multiple homes in the same day. You will need to keep a list of the homes you visited.  People 
will need to know they have the right to say no to a visit. Please arrange the visit ahead of time (avoid 
just dropping in). 
 
Thank you for your efforts to keep our communities safe.  
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to be in contact at fmaccuish@united-church.ca  or 
at 1-800-268-3781 ext. 6156. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Faith March-MacCuish 
Executive Minister 
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