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Covid-19 Update September 21, 2021 (New Brunswick) 

 
 
Dear members of Fundy St. Lawrence Dawning Waters Regional Council (New Brunswick area ONLY): 
 
Greetings to you in the midst of changing times.  If there is one thing we know right now, it is that we 
are still in the midst of the COVID-19 Pandemic. As we all hope and pray and work towards an end to 
this sometimes deadly virus we are certainly reminded that there is still much to do. 
 
New Brunswick’s Health Minister, Dorothy Shephard, met with Church leaders at the end of last 
week. She thanked you for your help throughout this pandemic, and for all of your cooperation in the 
past, and is asking for your help again. It is important for our provinces to have a 90% vaccination 
rate. Currently, we are being told this is a pandemic of the unvaccinated.  At this time, 83 percent of 
those in the hospital have not been fully vaccinated. That being said, we are more than aware that 
those who are fully vaccinated can also get and carry the virus, so it is important that we have other 
measures in place as well as our vaccinations. We are also acutely aware that our children under the 
age of 12 are not able to be vaccinated. While numbers are very low, there are some who are not 
able to get the vaccination due to health exemptions.  It is our call as a Christian community to do all 
we can to protect the vulnerable. 
 
Minister Shephard also noted that, if the hospitals become full to capacity with those sick from 
COVID-19, then they will have to make the move to cancel regularly needed life-saving surgeries.    
There is also a concern that emergency departments will be overwhelmed, resulting in dangerous 
delays in service. So, we are being called to love our neighbour and ourselves in a very tangible way, 
we are being asked, first and foremost, if you have not already been fully vaccinated and you do not 
have a medical exemption please do so as soon as possible.  
 
As of 11:59pm on September 21, 2021, New Brunswicker’s will once again be required to wear a 
mask in all indoor public spaces. This will include Funerals and Weddings.  

• Indoor festivals, performing arts and sporting events 
• Indoor and outdoor dining and drinking at restaurants, pubs and bars 
• Movie theatres, nightclubs, amusement centres, pool halls, bowling alleys and casinos 
• Gyms, indoor pools and indoor recreation facilities 
• Indoor group exercise facilities 
• Indoor organized gatherings including weddings, funerals, parties (excluding parties in a 

private dwelling), conferences and workshops 
• Indoor organized group recreational sports, classes and activities 
• Visiting a long-term care facility 
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What does this mean for our churches and for our worship services: 
 
1. In order to promote vaccination rates, the Department of Health are asking us to poll our 

congregation members; to reach out to members and to ask if they have been fully vaccinated. 
The Minister of Health is also asking that we encourage those who say they are not, to please 
get vaccinated. If requested, the province will arrange for a clinic to be held at your location to 
facilitate vaccinations. 

2. Ensure that those at any gathering in the faith setting is 90% fully vaccinated. 
3. While the province does not intend to ‘police’ the requirement, you may be asked to produce 

these numerical results. 

• Please note that while we are not asked to keep an individual’s vaccination information, we 
are being asked to request the vaccination information for the purpose of the tally. We will 
be asking for further clarification on this point. 

4. If your Community of Faith has people that are unvaccinated in attendance (not including 
children under 12 and those medically exempt), understand that this decision carries some risk, 
and that others in attendance may need to be aware of this fact. 

 
As a recap: 

➢ Masks must be worn at all indoor gatherings, this includes Worship, Funerals and 
Weddings. 

➢ Attendance at weddings and funerals requires proof of vaccination. 

➢ Congregations are asked to keep a record of the percentage vaccinated at faith 
gatherings. 

➢ While not mandatory, we are being asked to keep a list of those in attendance for 
contact tracing. The Region is highly recommending that this continue.  

➢ All of the same recommendations about serving communion and conducting 
Baptisms are still in effect.  

➢ We are recommending social distancing of those not in the same bubbles.  
 
If you are beginning your Sunday school, youth groups and small group ministries, please ensure the 
safety of those attending by following the recommendations circulated by Catherine Stuart in August. 
This can be seen by clicking on the following link. Guidelines for Re-Entry for Sunday-School and Youth 
Groups  Please note masks are mandatory for all small group ministries as well.  
 
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to be in contact at fmaccuish@united-church.ca or 
at 1-800-268-3781 ext. 6156. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

Faith 

Faith March-MacCuish 
Executive Minister 

https://2nzmqb15rsia42ye60q9xk0j-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/UCC-East-Guidelines-for-Re-Entry-Sunday-School-and-Youth-Groups-July-21-2021.pdf
https://2nzmqb15rsia42ye60q9xk0j-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/UCC-East-Guidelines-for-Re-Entry-Sunday-School-and-Youth-Groups-July-21-2021.pdf
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