THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA
FIRST DAWN EASTERN EDGE REGIONAL COUNCIL
April 3, 2020 at 9:30am
Via video conference

ATTENDANCE

Bob Bennett, Elizabeth Dawson, Paula Gale, Peggy Johnson, Faith March-MacCuish,
Christopher Mazhandu, Simon Muwowo, Marion Stratton, Paul Vardy, Roy West.

REGRETS
Grant Stuckless.
WELCOME AND OPENING PRAYER

The President, Peggy Johnson, welcomed all members to the meeting. She offered
thanks; acknowledging the work of the Regional Council staff under the guidance of the
Executive Minister. The Executive thanked the Executive Minister for her leadership,
especially under the burden of these trying times. The President opened the meeting
with prayer.

QUORUM AND CONSTITUTION OF THE COUNCIL

The President, Peggy Johnson, noted that a quorum was present and constituted the
council for all the business that shall properly come before it.

ACKNOWLEDGING THE LAND

The President acknowledged the land on which we gather. We strive for respectful
partnerships with all the peoples of this province as we search for collective healing and
true reconciliation.

AGENDA

The President noted that this is a special meeting of the Executive to deal with one item
coming from the Program Team.

ANNUAL MEETING

Faith March-MacCuish reported that the Planning Team met this week to discuss the
annual meeting. At this uncertain time, it was felt that even if the venue is able to open in
May, that the health authorities will likely restrict the size of the gatherings.

MOTION: (Simon Muwowo/Bob Bennett)

That the Executive accept the recommendation of the Program Team that the
annual spring meeting be postponed to a later date; to be set by the First Dawn
Eastern Edge Regional Council Executive.

CARRIED

FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATIVE RESOURCES

Roy West reported that the Division held a special meeting on Tuesday to discuss an
emergency response fund for the current pandemic. The Executive discussed the urgent
need for churches to have conversation with their financial institutions expressing need
for finances. The General Council Office is currently preparing a resource to help
churches understand how to access emergency funding available from the federal
government. The Executive expressed concern for all of the communities of faith
currently struggling under the pandemic, especially given that this is still early days in
what is expected to be many months.
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MOTION: (Roy West/
That the Executive agrees with the recommendation to make available
$250,000 (two hundred and fifty thousand) from the region’s reserves for a
Pandemic Emergency Fund, for loans up to $10,000 (ten thousand) to
Communities of Faith (Pastoral Charges), with terms and conditions to be
finalized by the Division of Finance and Administrative Resources.
CARRIED

The Chair reported that some terms being worked through, such as no interest if the loan
is repaid within one year.

Adjournment ADJOURNMENT
MOTION: (Paul Vardy/Simon Muwowo)
That the meeting adjourn.
CARRIED
Benediction BENEDICTION
The President closed the meeting with prayer.
Next Meeting NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of Executive is scheduled for June 25, 2020 via video conference.

Rev. Peggy Johnson Rev. Faith March-MacCuish
President Executive Minister



