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Dear Members of Fundy St. Lawrence Dawning Waters Regional Council:  

New Brunswick: Community Face Masks Includes Places of Worship 

As you may have heard, on October 8, 2020 the government of New Brunswick announced the 

requirement that non-medical masks must be worn in public places. This requirement came into 

effect at midnight on October 9, 2020. 

 

In light of new data about how COVID-19 spreads, along with evidence of widespread COVID-

19 illness in communities across the country, masks are now mandatory in most indoor places 

which include: 

 Public spaces where the public and employees interact (retail businesses, malls, service 

centres, places of worship, restaurants and bars except while eating, etc.) and organized 

indoor gatherings in public spaces (e.g. weddings, funerals, etc.) 

 In accordance with the most current Public Health guidelines, people attending 

churches/places of worship will be required to wear a mask. Maintaining two metres of 

physical distancing also continues to apply.   

For those in Moncton health region (Zone 1) and Campbellton health region (Zone 5) please note 

you are now in the Orange Phase:  

 Outdoor gatherings with physical distancing of 10 people or fewer. Physical distancing 

required in all other settings. 

 Indoor religious services, weddings and funerals of 10 people or fewer. 

 Community face masks remain mandatory in public spaces.  

Quebec: Community Face Masks Includes Places of Worship 

 Wearing a mask or face covering that covers the nose and mouth is also mandatory on 

public transit (buses, subway, ferries, taxis, car services, etc.) for people age 10 and over. 

 Wearing a mask or face covering that covers the nose and mouth has also been mandatory 

in enclosed or partially enclosed public places for people age 10 and over. This 

obligation, with exceptions, will apply in the following places: Places of Worship. 
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Prince Edward Island: Community Face Masks Not Mandatory at this time. However, 

please note: 

 Cheering, whistling, singing, and other vigorous vocalization that is not essential to an 

activity should be minimized when in close proximity to others. 

 Singing is permitted at a distance of 3.5 m (12 feet) apart from one another and everyone 

else unless a non-medical mask is worn, in which case, singers must remain a minimum of 

2 metres (6 feet) apart from one another and everyone else.  

o If this type of activity is key to the gathering or anticipated to be unavoidable (e.g. 

cheering at sporting events), distance between individuals from different 

households should be increased to 3.5m/12ft.  Where this is not possible, it is 

strongly recommended that non-medical masks be worn. 

Face Masks: When worn properly, non-medical masks can reduce the risk of transmitting the 

virus. Your mask can be a commercial non-medical mask or a homemade mask that covers your 

nose and mouth. A face shield cannot be worn instead of a non-medical mask (face shields protect 

your eyes, but do not protect other people).  

Using a mask alone is not enough to prevent the spread of COVID-19. You should also make sure 

to keep your hands clean, follow cough and sneeze etiquette, social distancing guidelines, and stay 

at home if you are feeling sick.  

Officiants (Ministry Personnel) who are performing activities that require vocalization like talking 

or singing at a faith gathering, wedding, funeral, social event, etc. are exempt from wearing a mask 

but they must stay four metres away from others during their speaking. When they are finished 

speaking, performing and moving from that location they must wear their masks.  

Singing: 

Parishioners must wear masks if there is congregational singing. It should be noted that singing 

during a pandemic is a high-risk activity. The chance of expelling drops of liquid that could 

contain COVID-19 increases during singing, shouting, cheering or playing wind instruments. 

Having a group of people singing increases the number of these small droplets. Additional risk 

factors include longer durations of more than 30 minutes and group singing within indoor settings. 

As a denomination we continue ask that you consider not having congregational singing. In 

provinces where it is permitted, if you do choose to have congregational singing, please make 

sure parishioners know before coming to church you will be having congregational singing, 

that way they can make an informed decision about whether or not they feel comfortable 

attending.  

Visiting: Clergy Visitation 

Please make every effort to mitigate the risk to your parishioners. Please follow the regulations for 

the institution in which you are visiting. You may wish to protect yourself by wearing a mask even 

if it is not required. For house to house visiting, please do so only if necessary. 
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Here are some suggested guidelines:  

If you need to visit someone’s home, it would be better to have an outside visit with the appropriate 

distancing. Given that the weather is changing this may not be possible. If you feel you must visit 

people’s homes, maintaining distancing is a must. Do not share food, make sure you wear masks, 

and sanitize before and after the visit. It is advised that you not visit multiple homes in the same 

day. You will need to keep a list of the homes you visited and contact information in the case of 

the need to do contact tracing.  

 

Things are changing constantly please continue to monitor the government websites for the most 

current health guidance: 

New Brunswick - www.gnb.ca/coronavirus 

 

Prince Edward Island - https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/health-and-

wellness/new-normal-gatherings-guidance 

 

Quebec - https://www.quebec.ca/en/health/health-issues/a-z/2019-coronavirus/instructions-

directives-covid19/ 

 

 

 

 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gnb.ca%2Fcoronavirus&data=02%7C01%7CFMacCuish%40united-church.ca%7C5bb749c5e4a740db302808d86c856382%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C637378667439953231&sdata=%2BwKa6NckmNBLfBSZGl78gupqXERsFyho6R%2FbpDckvY4%3D&reserved=0
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