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December 9, 2020 
 
Dear Members of Fundy St. Lawrence Regional Council, 
 
Thank you for the time together at our Town Hall. Here are some things we talked about at our gathering.  
 
1. If you, as clergy, are sick with symptoms what do you do: 

a) If you have two or more symptoms, as with the general population please stay home and call 811, 
they will give you advice about testing. 

b) If you have been tested because you have symptoms and you have a negative test, you are free 
from COVID. You then must realize that you have another illness that can be spread. So, you can 
return to work when your acute symptoms have been gone for 24 hours (ex. fever, cough)  

c) If you test positive, public health will advise you about the next steps. 
d) If you have to be tested because you have been contacted by public health about being in the 

presence of someone who has tested positive for COVID-19, public health will advise you about 
the regulations.  

e)  In the case of any of the above, please be in touch with your M&P Committee as well as your 
Regional Minister. 

 
2. When should we as a congregation shut down completely? Are there guidelines to know when?  

The public health authorities, and the government will advise when there is a need to shut down 
completely. Otherwise we are free to follow the gathering number and limits that are set. If there is a 
need to completely shut down in an area we will be advised to do so.  If the governing body of a 
community of faith wishes to take extra precautions when in an outbreak area, that is completely up 
to the governing body to do what you feel is right for your congregation. However, you must follow 
the restriction that are in place, please do not look for ways to get around the restrictions.  
 

 
3.  Microphones: 

It is recommended that we not share microphones. If you have to share because you do not have 
enough mics for all of those taking part in the service, it is recommended that you not hold the 
microphone in your hands, and that you have your mouth back from the mic. Wipe the mic after use 
with a certified sanitization wipe.  If that is not possible, and you have to hold the mic in your hand, 
you must sanitize your hands before and after handling the microphones.  
The microphones should then be wiped with a certified sanitizing wipe before the next person uses it. 
Ideally, it would be good to restrict the number of speakers and singers to the number of Microphones 
you have.  
 

 
 
 
 
 



4. Have the screening questions changed:  
No, if you are sick please stay at home. It is important to have the screen questions visible.  
 

5. What about once a week programs like Sunday school, youth group: 
These programs are considered faith-based gatherings, and have the same regulations for gathering 
limits.  
 

6. Congregational singing and Choirs: 
Are still not recommended. If there are small groups or soloists who are leading singing for the worship 
service, they should remain masked while doing so, and be physically distanced.  If you decide that you 
are going to have congregational singing, then all people in the church must be masked for the full 
service.  (Orange Phase and Circuit Breaker Phase, no Choirs or Congregational Singing)  
 

7. It is still very important to have a list of those who are entering your building with the date and the 
contact information so if the need arises contract tracing can be done quickly and efficiently.  

 
PEI -Circuit Breaker phase in effect - December 7, 2020 

Gatherings (including religious gatherings) 

• Organized gatherings, including faith gatherings, no more than 10 people indoors and outdoors, 
excluding staff 

• Funeral and wedding ceremonies no more than 10 people plus officiants 

NB- Zone 2 – Orange Zone 

• Faith venues can operate under a COVID-19 operational plan. In-person services are limited to 
50 participants, or fewer depending upon the size of the facility, with two metres of physical 
distancing. Continuous mask wearing is required. No singing is permitted. Other indoor religious 
observances, funerals, celebrations of life, marriage ceremonies, receptions and social 
gatherings of more than 25 people are prohibited. 

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to be in touch with myself or the Regional Minister.   
 
Faith 
Faith March-MacCuish 
Executive Minister 


