
FAITH BASED CLARIFICATIONS 

November 27/2020 

 

To whom it may concern, 

 

Thank you for your inquiry regarding measures to reduce the risk of transmitting COVID-19 during faith 

gatherings. In an Orange alert level, faith venues can continue to operate with their written  

COVID-19 operational plan in place that adheres to all Public Health infection and control 

measures, including the recording of attendees, the refusal of parishioners with COVID-19 

symptoms and those who are in self-isolation. Participants would wear a mask continuously and 

remain 2 metres apart from those who do not belong to their single household bubble.  

In a pandemic, singing is considered a high-risk activity. The chance of expelling drops of liquid that 
could contain COVID-19 increases during singing, shouting, cheering or playing wind instruments. Having 
a group of people singing together increases the number of these small droplets, making the event 
higher risk for everyone. For these reasons, congregational and choir singing are not permitted in places 
of worship during the Orange phase. Exceptions are made for performers or officiants whose activities 
require vocalization like talking or singing at a faith gathering, wedding, funeral, social event, etc.  These 
individuals are exempt from wearing a mask during the ceremony; and should stay at least four metres 
away from each other, and the congregation (in all directions) during their performance.   
 
Youth group meetings, children’s events, and musical expressions of worship would be included as 

methods to observe one’s faith. Within the organization, these events would be accounted for in their 

operational plan of worship, with the same Public Health guidelines in effect. When children are in 

attendance, the operational plan should include a way to notify the parent/guardian to pick up their child 

should they become symptomatic. Please note that children under the age of two are exempt from 

wearing a mask; while between the ages of two and five, children may be able to wear a mask if supervised 

and supported in the process.  

Hoping this provides clarity for how to apply the Orange phase recommendations to events within a 

faith venue. Please don’t hesitate to reach out if further questions arise. 

 

Kind Regards, 

 

New Brunswick Public Health Team 


