First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council
Policy to Preside At Funerals

(Approved by Regional Council Executive June 25, 2020)

Preamble

A funeral, while not a sacrament in The United Church of Canada, is a sacred worship
service and commitment in the life of the faith community and thus would fall under the
purview of the session (or its equivalent or governing body) [The Manual 2019, B.2.1.2 a)
and, B.7.4.1 g)]. The presiding at a funeral by ministry personnel is always a function of
ministry and therefore, always a part of the pastoral relationship and the covenant between
the pastoral charge, the ministry personnel, and the region. The region holds, as part of its
oversight, the pastoral charge and ministry personnel. The First Dawn Eastern Edge
Regional Council office is the religious authority recognized by the Province of Newfoundland
and Labrador (Vital Statistics Department) and by the General Council of The United Church
of Canada for that denomination within the province.

Policy

It is presumed to be the right of the incumbent ministry personnel of a pastoral charge to
conduct any funeral within the boundaries of the pastoral charge, whether the service is held
at the church building or the local funeral home (The Manual 2019, Basis of Union, 10.4 1). If
families wish to have another presider at a service, a request should be made to the session
(or its equivalent or governing body) who will confer with the ministry personnel on the
matter. This would include either/both of the memorial service (celebration of life of the
deceased member) and the committal service at the cemetery.

In the absence of a settled ministry personnel, assistance for the funeral service would
normally be sought from a neighbouring United Church of Canada clergy (from a
neighbouring charge, through Pastoral Relations, or through the region), neighbouring clergy
in a paid accountable position from another denomination, Licensed Lay Worship Leaders on
the pastoral charge, or through the most appropriate source acceptable to the session (or its
equivalent or governing body). Should a member of a United Church congregation pass away
and the family wish to inter the remains in the cemetery of another pastoral charge or
denomination, permission will be sought from the appropriate board of that
congregation/denomination before arrangements are finalized.

Burial permits for funerals are to be filed with the congregation/denomination responsible for

the cemetery in which the remains are interred, but record of the burial should still be
included in the local burial register with record of where the burial actually occurred.
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