
Burry Heights United Church Camp and Retreat Center Inc. 
 
Greetings in the Name of Jesus Christ: 
 
Again, I am very proud to say that I serve on the Board of Directors for Burry Heights United Church 
Camp and Retreat Center. Recently, we received notice that we received ‘Full Accreditation’ for 
2018 for our Camp through a ‘viritual visit’ that was made by a National Team for Incorporated 
Ministries. As Stephen B. Jewczyk - Chair of Incorporated Ministries put it in his acknowledgement 
to us: “we continue to honour the name of Stella Burry through hard work and community 
outreach.” That is a legacy that we want to continue to live up to and this is another proud moment 
for us. 
 
Let me update you on what has been happening over the past year. Our Camping experience itself 
has been very successful for the whole year. A Summer Camp experience has been given to over 
550 children, completely staffed with Counsellors - paid and volunteer and CITs - all of whom we 
value. Another very important person at Camp is our Chaplain who is with us every week during 
summer camp - and what fun they have too. If you would like to spend a week at Camp as Chaplain, 
please feel free to contact Rev. Miriam Bowlby and she will answer all your questions. We have 
provided year-round service to 29 adult and youth groups - from Search & Rescue to Indigenous 
Culture Group, to Easter Seals family camp and Foray NL (mushrooms). Youth Programming was 
provided; a 2-night Fall Camp was well attended. Overall, our Camp was very well used during the 
year. 
 
The Outdoor Chapel has been completely finished and is very serviceable for all - thanks to the 
hard work of the Counsellors who worked very hard and raised the necessary money for that 
project.This does not happen without hard work taking care of the Camp. A lot of maintenance 
has been done to keep our Camp in good working order. The “indoor chapel” work has been 
completed - thanks to Jacob Brent with the assistance of Tyler Hill who was out of province. The 
grounds are beautiful. The Camp is totally accessible now - thanks that Easter Seals was able to 
obtain some Federal Funds for us. Lights in the main building are being replaced with LED lights 
and the main road has been graded and repaired to the Camp. Unfortunately, our expenses also 
included a new dishwasher and some other minor things that had to be repaired. Several grants 
were received that helped with all these improvements. 
 
We have very special people who help keep the work, the memory, the feeling of Burry Heights 
alive for so many to treasure, and two more of these people are Clarice and Boyd Eddy. Our thanks 
go out to them again through our newly created “Memory Tree”. They have worked very hard for 
many years for Burry Heights Camp by raising funds, collecting recyclables and other things, 
hosting bake sales -- collecting thousands of dollars over the years. They have faithfully 
participated in our Burry Heights Days. They do it all to help children have a great camping 
experience. Thank you for all you do. 
 
Last year was the first year we acknowledged special people on our “Memory Tree” like Clarice 
and Boyd and also Jeff Jerrett through a nomination process. There is a process for one to 
remember these and others on our website; you might remember someone special to you. 
 
Burry Heights Days have become very much a part of the Camp now and each year seems to bring 
something different. A special thanks goes out to Ettie Gordon Murray and her Committee for their 



creativity and hard work. Now we have a live Dinner Theatre with our own cast of writers and 
players who bring wonderful entertainment for all those in attendance, as well as a wonderful 
supper prepared by our staff and served by our counsellors. Thank you to all concerned - especially 
Eddie Penny, our play writer extraordinaire.  
 
With all the obstacles we faced this year, we seem to be in good - not great - financial shape this 
year, but we continue to rely on you for support to keep on going. Grants are available for children 
to attend Camp - and some for the first time. Local Churches reach out to us with their donations, 
and we say ‘thank you’. Good management of our funds is important, and we say ‘thank you’ to 
those who manage our funds. It would be very nice to see more local Church groups using our 
facilities for their purposes too. 
 
With all the wonderful things that are happening at Burry Heights, we do have a “Need List” and 
so your ‘ongoing support’ is still greatly needed. The Coughlan Building is in need of a new roof 
with the estimated cost of $20,000.00. Again, your continued support and prayers are always 
needed and very much appreciated. 
 
In closing, I need to acknowledge the Volunteer Person who works tirelessly for our Camp; the 
person who dedicates her time, her effort, her love for Burry Heights -- Betty Fox. She truly is one 
of God’s special angels who is there to ensure that each child has the best experience at Camp 
that they can. Thank you Betty! I also must acknowledge the continued support that we get from 
the Region in Rev. Faith March-MacCuish. Thank you for all that you do. May God continue to bless 
you. 
 
Rev. Joan Conrad 
Chair of Board of Directors 
 
 
 
 


