
DIVISION OF REGIONAL COUNCIL SERVICES AND SUPPORT 
 
This report covers the period from June 2019 to August 31, 2020. I would like to state from the onset that 
like everyone else, this past year has been a challenging one. None of us could predict how life would 
change so quickly without any warning. However, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all team 
convenors for all their work and dedication to keep the Division moving. 
 
The Division of Regional Council Services and Support is responsible for the following Teams: 

 Communications 
 Faith Formation, Christian Education and Leadership Development 
 Justice, Mission and Outreach 
 Stewardship 
 Program and Planning 

 
While it has been a challenge to carry out most of the responsibilities, three teams namely Program and 
Planning, Communications and Faith Formation, Christian Education and Leadership Development have 
been actively involved over the past year. As such, I wish to express my sincere thanks to the Rev. Kathy 
Brett (Convenor, Program & Planning), the Rev. Lynda Goy-Flint (Convenor, Faith Formation, Christian 
Education and Leadership Development) and the Rev. Marilyn Rees (Convenor, Communications) for their 
dedication and contribution to the work of the Division. 
 
Allow me to also acknowledge the work and the rich contribution of the Rev. Catherine Stuart (Minister 
for Children, Youth and Young Adults) who has joined hands with the Faith Formation, Christian Education 
and Leadership Development Team to enrich the work of the Region in the area of youth leadership 
development. 
 
Allow me to now report that during the period under review, the Division successfully conducted the 
following activities: 
 

 Two Mental Health First Aid workshops which were hosted by First United Church in Mount Pearl 
and the Burin Pastoral Charge in June and November of 2019 respectively. A total number of 42 
people from various Pastoral Charges participated and have since received certification by the 
Mental Health Association of Canada. Training funds were provided by the Coughlan College Trust 
Fund. 

 The Fall Learning Event and the Clergy Retreat were successfully conducted in Gander and the 
Lion Max Simms Memorial Camp in Bishop’s Falls in October 2019. Both events were led by the 
Faith Formation network of the General Council Office. The two activities addressed the church’s 
need to broaden its vision in the area of Faith Formation and Discipleship in our congregations. 

 We hosted the first Prayer Room Ministry inspired by the GCO Faith Formation network on June 
3, 2020. 

 
2020 Planned Activities  
 In-Person Regional Council meetings were scheduled to take place in St. John’s hosted by 

Cochrane Street United Church in the Spring. However, due to the pandemic, the meetings did 
not take place. I want to thank the Program and Planning Team for the work they did prior to the 
pandemic and the consequent planning towards this virtual Regional Meeting. 

 The Fall Learning Event is planned as an online Lunch and Learn program coordinated by our 
Regional Minister, the Rev. Heather Sandford, in conjunction with Regional Ministers from 
Regions 14 and 15. The event is scheduled for Thursday, November 5, 12 & 19, 2020 from 11:30 
am-1:00 pm. The topic for the lunch and learn sessions will be Pastoral Relations. More 
information to this effect will be communicated at a later stage. All are welcome to take part. 

 This year’s Clergy Retreat will be facilitated by Janice MacLean’s Prayer Bench. It will be an online 
retreat for clergy scheduled for October 21-23, 2020. Rev. MacLean is a part-time United Church 



minister in the Maritimes specialized in offering online retreats/meditations. We encourage all 
clergy in our region to consider joining us for this event. 

 A newsletter to share our ministry stories is now up and running. Rev. Marilyn Rees (Convenor for 
Communications Team) is encouraging everyone to share stories of hope and blessings amid the 
COVID-19 Pandemic. If you have a story to share, be sure to contact her on email address: 
merees@eastlink.ca 

 
Let me end by thanking the unique leadership of the following for seeing us through this difficult and 
unprecedented time:  

 The President - The Rev. Peggy Johnson 
 The President Elect - The Rev. Grant Stuckless 
 The Regional Council Executive Minister - The Rev. Faith March-MacCuish 
 The Regional Minister - The Rev. Heather Sandford 
 & All Regional Council Staff. 

 
Your leadership and inspiration has been outstanding. I look forward to working with you in the coming 
year. 
 
Simon Muwowo 
Chair 


