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Thank you for your Ministry 
 

Retirement 
 

The Rev. E. Brian Colbourne 
 

Anniversaries 
 

The Rev. Hubert A. Mercer     64 Years 

The Rev. Joseph G. Burton     61 Years 

The Rev. Boyd L. Hiscock     60 Years 

The Rev. Theodore C. (Clem) Rodgers   60 Years 

The Rev. F. John Adams     55 Years 

The Rev. Arthur G. Elliott     55 Years 

The Rev. Ralph G. Moores     55 Years 

The Rev. Dr. L. George LeDrew    50 Years 

The Rev. Clayton M. Parsons    50 Years 

The Rev. James Allen Von Riesen    45 Years 

The Rev. S. Boyce Parsons     40 Years 

The Rev. E. Brian Colbourne    30 Years 

The Rev. Roger D. Janes     30 Years 

The Rev. Beverly G. Matthews    25 Years 

The Rev. Denine P. Morgan     25 Years 

Mrs. Jessie M. Newbury     25 Years 



Ordinand 

Mr. Oliver Dingwell 

 

Recognized 

Ms. Emma O’Rourke 

 

Admissions Applicants 

Rev. Limon Daka 

Rev. Edison Wiltshire 

 

Candidates for Ordered Ministry 

Ms. Heather Cronhelm 

Ms. Rebecca Pike 

Ms. Stephanie Rose 

 

Candidates for Designated Lay Ministry  

Mr. James Martin-Carter 

Mr. Keith Wiseman 

 

Transfers/Leaving 

Rev. Adekunle Adeniyi 

Rev. Gus Pendleton 

Rev. Sherpherd Munikwa 

  



Retirement and 30th Anniversary 
 

The Reverend E. Brian Colbourne, B.A.(Ed.), M.Div. 
 

 
Brian was ordained on May 27, 1990 after completing 
his B.A.(Ed) degree at MUN and his M.Div. degree at AST. 
 
Since ordination, he has served the Pastoral Charges of 
St. Anthony, St. George’s, Twillingate, Carbonear, Bell 
Island-Portugal Cove and St. James. Each Pastoral 
Charge has been a unique learning experience. 
 
Throughout his ministry, Brian has also served on 
several committees within the Newfoundland & 
Labrador Conference, East and West Districts and the 

First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council. For the year 2015-2016, he served as 
President of Newfoundland & Labrador Conference. 
 
Brian is thankful for the support and encouragement he has experienced along the 
way during his time in ministry. He is especially thankful for the love, support and 
encouragement he has received from Gail and his family as they walked the road of 
ministry with him. 
 
Because of health concerns, retirement has come a little earlier than planned. 
However, during retirement, Brian will have more time for his hobbies of painting 
and writing. He is especially looking forward to he and Gail having more time 
together and visiting with family and friends. 
 
Finally, Brian and Gail can sit together in the same pew during worship. 



64th Anniversary 
 

The Reverend Hubert A. Mercer, B.A. 
 
 

Hubert was born in Bay Roberts on January 4, 1930. 
 
After receiving a First Grade Teacher’s Certificate 
from the former Memorial University College, he 
taught school for two years in Channel-Port aux 
Basques where he offered himself as a candidate 
for ministry. 
 
After spending four years at Mount Allison 
University and two years at Pine Hill Divinity Hall, 
he was ordained to the Christian Ministry at 
Bonavista on June 13, 1956. 

 
Hubert served Pastoral Charges at Glovertown, Heart’s Content, Humber, Shoal 
Harbour-Milton, First United in Corner Brook, Oakland and Gower Street United 
Church.  
 
He retired in 1991 after serving at Gower Street United Church. Hubert and Lily 
reside in St. John’s. They have three daughters and five grandsons. 
  



61st Anniversary 
 

The Reverend Joseph G. Burton, B.A., M.Div. 
 

 
Rev. Joe Burton was born in Glovertown, NL. He committed 
his life to Christ at the age of 17 and subsequently received 
a call to full-time ministry. He taught school for two years 
and served as candidate supply at English Harbour, Trinity 
Bay for two years. He then attended Mt. Allison University 
in Sackville, NB and Pine Hill Divinity Hall in Halifax, 
NS. Prior to ordination, he served summer charges in 
Alberta and Saskatchewan, where he met his wife Carole. 
They have three sons, four grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren. 
 
Joe served United Church Pastoral Charges of Burin, King's 

Point, Twillingate and Bay Roberts, serving the latter for 17 years. He retired from 
full-time ministry in 1992, then returned to serve in Twillingate as retired supply for 
three years. 
 
Since full retirement, he and Carole live in Clarke's Beach in a home Joe built on 
property bordering on South River. He enjoys gardening, reading, fly-fishing and 
carpentry, with occasional speaking engagements. He attends Clarke’s Beach 
United, where he is a member of the Men’s Fellowship and Male Choir and is 
Minister Emeritus. 
 
During his ministry, Joe conducted 30 evangelistic missions and has spoken at many 
renewal events and men's camps. In the 70s, he was part of the United Church’s 
special program of evangelism utilizing 30 United Church evangelists from across 
Canada. He chaired various presbyteries and served as President of Newfoundland 
and Labrador Conference in 1974-75. 
  



60th Anniversary 
 

The Reverend Boyd L. Hiscock, B.A., M.Div. 
  
 

Boyd’s Privileges - a capsule of my 60 years since 
Ordina on: 
 
 To meet Clem Rodgers at a Youth Rally in 
Winterton and then at Pine Hill to prepare for 
ordination together, friends for life with Clem 
and Robin. 
 
 To attend Memorial and find, in the library, 
not only the great writers but the beautiful 
Library Assistant, Ruth Trickett, who eventually 
agreed, as Dr. Max Dawe said “to go from one 
draft old parsonage to another” and raise a 

family of four, who have produced seven grandchildren and one great grandchild, 
and counting. 
 
 To get to know and serve wonderful people at Red Bay, Dunville and Portugal 
Cove as a student; Fortune, Glovertown, Deer Lake and Churchill Falls after 
ordination. 
 
 To hear the humbling compliment, “Your prayers don’t leave anyone out”, 
and try to be that inclusive in every aspect of Ministry: a remarkable Hi-C group in 
Fortune; shut-ins who received Communion at home; Twillingate Presbytery Fall 
Youth Rallies; four congregations who would get a service every Sunday; Teens who 
had their questions answered honestly in High School assembly and in Religion 
Class; young people who crowded Deer Lake Church Hall for their own Sunday 
program; people of many backgrounds at Churchill Falls; students at Coughlan 
College; our people in small churches and large. 
 
 To see the Church move from a system dominated by St. John’s Lay and 
Clergy elite (all good people, of course) to a system where everyone is someone. 
 



 To help organize and stabilize finances and encourage their use for the camps 
and Candidates and provide each retiree and ministry widow with a Christmas gift 
that says each one is remembered and appreciated. 
 
 To serve many offices at all levels of our Church, and promote changes that 
were deemed good for as much of the future as could be envisaged; share that 
service with good friends, wonderful staff, both Support and Professional; and to 
be paid in full at retirement with a cheque for $0.00. 
 
 To do Interim Ministry in Ontario, keeping membership back home. 
 
 To serve about 40 years as President of Island Furniture with its commitment 
to people who live with challenges. 
 
 To fish salmon with Joe Burton and hunt moose with Big Alec Smith, and 
engage in a few other sports along the way.  
 
In Ontario, Ruth got us started in golf, bowling and curling. Now, life is good, helping 
her with her crafts, and living with our son, Bill. 
 
  



60th Anniversary 
 

The Reverend Theodore C. (Clem) Rodgers 
 
 

Clem was born at Green’s Harbour, Trinity Bay on 
August 18, 1931, to parents, Theophilus and Lily 
Rodgers. 
 
Clem completed Grade XI at Green’s Harbour 
United Church School and went on to a end 
Memorial University College, where he obtained a 
teaching cer ficate. He then took a teaching 
posi on at Norris Point, Newfoundland and 
Labrador, and when the incumbent Principal 
resigned, due to illness, Clem became Principal. 
He taught Grade XI students, and nine out of ten 
of his students passed their C.H.E examina ons 
that year! 

 
The following year, Clem became a candidate for the United Church Ministry, and 
was enrolled as a theological student at Mount Allison University in Sackville, New 
Brunswick. Clem graduated from Mount Allison University and went on to a end 
Pine Hill Divinity Hall, in Halifax, Nova Sco a, gradua ng from there on May 4, 1960. 
He was ordained into the United Church Ministry on June 7, 1960. 
 
As a Student Minister, Clem served Saskatchewan Summer Mission Fields at 
Carruthers, Old Wives and Crooked River, and at Grand Manan, New Brunswick, and 
in Newfoundland and Labrador at Random Island, Ship Cove and Baie Verte. 
 
Following ordina on, Clem served the Pastoral Charges of Musgrave Harbour: 
1960-1962; Old Perlican: 1962-1969; Oakland Congrega on, Corner Brook: 1969-
1971; and Fortune: 1971-1977. From 1977 to 1992, Clem served as the Conference 
Personnel Minister. He competed his pastoral ministry as Minister of Visita on at 
Gower Street United Church from 1992-2002.  
 



On September 13, 1958, Clem married Robin Drover, also of Green’s Harbour, and 
they have three children: Chris ne, Paul and Jill, and four grandchildren: Jasmine, 
Adrienne, Anthony and Cris an. Clem’s life experiences as a pastoral minister, both 
in spiritual and prac cal terms, have been richly rewarding and fulfilling to himself, 
and to the many lives he has been a part of through the years. 
  



55th Anniversary 
 

The Reverend Arthur G. Elliott, B.A., M.Div., ONL 
 
 

Born in Botwood, married to Ruth Maidment of 
Twillingate, the Ellio s have two daughters, Lisa Drover 
and Karen Bursey, and are blessed with four 
grandchildren, Benjamin and Nathaniel Drover, Ashley 
Hewi  and Krystal Bursey, and have been blessed again 
with the arrival of their first great grandchild, Aria 
Hewi . 
 
Arthur started his career as a teacher and served as 
Principal in Twillingate and Port Anson. He received his 
BA from Mount Allison and his M.Div from Pine Hill 
Divinity Hall. Prior to ordina on, he served five pastoral 
charges in eastern and western Canada and a er 

ordina on, served three years at Bay Roberts, twenty years at Lewisporte and 
twelve years at Wesley in St. John’s. 
 
He served the Conference as President in 1983, represented the Conference at 
General Council, Chaired the Terra Nova Presbytery and served a variety of 
Conference and Presbytery Commi ees and Divisions. 
 
A social ac vist with a Chris an bias, he has been involved in many issues on the 
provincial and community levels over the years and he has Chaired the Lewisporte 
and Area Chamber of Commerce and the Lewisporte and Area Economic 
Development Associa on and recently completed nine years on the Gander Airport 
Authority. 
 
Arthur s ll fills in from me to me for Ministers in pastoral charges around 
Lewisporte. He was recognized as one of the Province’s “Senior of Dis nc on” in 
2011; received the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal, and in 2018 the Senate 
Centenary Medal, and in 2019 the Order of Newfoundland and Labrador for Public 
Service.  



55th Anniversary 
 

The Reverend Ralph G. Moores, B.Th., B.A. 
  
  

Ralph was born in St. John’s. He is a graduate of Pine 
Hill Divinity Hall and Memorial University, with 4 
units of clinical pastoral education. As a student, he 
served the church in the Manitoba and Alberta 
Conferences. Thirty years of ordained ministry were 
spent in the Newfoundland and Labrador 
Conference on the charges of Epworth, Bishop’s 
Falls, Victoria-Freshwater and Institutional 
Chaplaincy. 
 
He is in reasonably good health, enjoys the out of 
doors and can do most things his age will permit. 
 
He has been a Pastoral Care volunteer, visiting the 
D.V.A. at the Miller Centre each week for the past 15 

years. He is active in the Masonic Order, presently chaplain in the Lodge, District 
Grand Lodge and Mazol Shrine. He is a supporter of Gower Street United Church. 
 
He is married to the former Shirley Diamond. They have two daughters, Janet and 
Carol, and two grandchildren, Lauren and John. 
  



50th Anniversary 
 

The Reverend Dr. L. George LeDrew, B.A., M.Div., D.Min. 
 

 
George was born in 1942 in St. Anthony, NL. The 
family moved to St. John’s in 1950. Upon 
graduation from Prince of Wales College, he 
became a candidate for ministry from George 
Street United Church. On completing his studies 
at Memorial University, George attended Pine 
Hill Divinity Hall (Atlantic School of Theology) in 
Halifax. In 1968, George married Linda 
(MacCallum) from Campbellton, NB. George was 
ordained by the Newfoundland and Labrador 
Conference in 1970 and settled on the Hant’s 
Harbour Pastoral Charge. He was called to Gower 
Street United Church (1972-1979). 
 

In 1979, George and family (Linda and sons Matthew and John) moved to Rochester, 
New York where he studied for his Doctor of Ministry Degree. He served Pleasant 
Heights United Church, Calgary, AB as Senior Minister from 1980–1985. He served 
as Senior Minister at St. Andrew River Heights, Winnipeg, MB from 1985–1993. In 
addition to other duties at the Presbytery and Conference level, George served as 
a Military Chaplain for a number of years. 
 
In 1993, George became Conference Personnel Minister with the Newfoundland 
and Labrador Conference. He retired in 2004. Following retirement, George served 
a two-year appointment with the Ottawa Presbytery as Intentional Interim Minister 
(2004–2006) and a two-year appointment with the Calgary Presbytery as 
Intentional Interim Minister (2006–2008). In 2009, George was invited to return to 
the Conference Office as Acting Conference Personnel Minister. 
 
These days Linda can often be found at her sewing machines and George on the 
golf course in Ottawa and Hopeall, Trinity Bay. “It has a been a joy and privilege to 
have served The United Church of Canada over the last six decades.” 
  



50th Anniversary 
 

The Reverend Clayton M. Parsons 
 
 

Clayton Maxwell Parsons was born at Noggin 
Cove, Carmanville on September 6, 1936. A er 
the death of his father, he moved to Lumsden 
where he completed his high school educa on. 
 
He became a candidate for ministry in 1958 and 
con nued his educa on at Mount Allison 
University and later, a er a period as Lay Supply 
minister, a ended Pine Hill Divinity Hall in 
Halifax. Clayton was ordained at Lewisporte in 
1970. 
 
Since ordina on he has served the following 
Pastoral Charges: Campbellton-Stoneville, St. 
Anthony, Springdale, Deer Lake and Humber 
United, Corner Brook. He re red in 1999. 
 

However, a er re ring prematurely, he s ll felt the call to serve. He went to Oakland 
United, Corner Brook in 2001 on a one-year contract. That one-year contract was 
renewed four mes. However, s ll not being content to lay down the mantle, he did 
another extra year of half- me service on the Curling Pastoral Charge, to re re 
again in 2007. 
 
The call to serve became loud and clear again in September 2009 when he began 
conduc ng Sunday worship services at Curling Memorial and took care of any 
emergencies for a period of another two years. In June of 2006, he was chosen to 
be minister emeritus of First United Church where he has officiated at funerals, 
bap sms, marriages and worship services when requested to do so by the 
congrega on and/or minister. However, Clayton s ll maintains that the highlight of 
his ministry was his visit to the Holy Lands in 1974. 
 



During his ac ve ministry, Clayton served as Chair of the old Humber Presbytery 
from 1977-79. He chaired the Division of Finance and Administra on from 1986-92 
as well as chair of the Property Commi ee. When the District system came on 
stream, he became Chair of the Chaplaincy Commi ee of Ministry Personnel & 
Educa on un l 1998. 
 
He is married to the former Lorraine Kendall of Ramea. They have one daughter 
Stephanie who is married to Carl Ripley of Amherst. They are residing at Moncton, 
New Brunswick. They now have two grandchildren; Andrew and Claire. Clayton and 
Lorraine reside at 20 Windsor Street, Corner Brook, NL. 
  



45th Anniversary 
 

The Reverend James Allen Von Riesen, B.Th. 
 
 

Jim was born in 1942 and brought up in 
Beatrice, Nebraska. He was bap zed and had 
his early faith forma on within the General 
Conference Mennonite Church. 
 
A er gradua ng from Bethel College in North 
Newton, Kansas, he entered the two-year 
volunteer service program of the Mennonite 
Church and was placed as a teacher in Ke le 
Cove on Twillingate Island where he taught for 
one year. 
 

In the second year, he taught in the high school in Twillingate. Following that year, 
he decided to remain in Newfoundland and moved to Gander where he taught in 
the high school for three years. During that me, he married Kathleen Jenkins of 
Twillingate and they had a son James Nathaniel. During the following three years, 
Jim and family lived in Twillingate once more where he taught at the Twillingate 
high school and he and Kay welcomed the arrival of their daughter Jennifer Kay. 
 
In 1971, Jim responded to a call to ministry and entered the Atlan c School of 
Theology in September 1972. During his last two years at AST, he served as student 
supply on the Maitland Pastoral Charge, Hants County, NS. Ordained in 1975, Jim 
was se led on the St. Croix Pastoral Charge, Mari me Conference. Pastorates in 
Summerside, PE and Onslow/Belmont, NS followed. 
 
In 1988, Jim moved to Fort Qu’Appelle, SK where he began nineteen years of 
ministry as a member of the program staff of Prairie Chris an Training Centre (later 
Calling Lakes Centre), an educa onal centre of The United Church of Canada. 
 
Jim re red in 2007 (the first me) and survived one year of complete re rement. 
He then responded to a pastoral charge which needed Sunday Supply. In February 
2009, Jim accepted a half- me appointment as Re red Supply at Grandview United 



Church in Moose Jaw, SK where he served for five months, before accep ng another 
half- me appointment, this me back in Wolseley, SK. 
 
A er serving one year in Wolseley, Jim re red for the second me in 2010 and he 
and Kay moved back “home” to Newfoundland and Labrador where they currently 
live in Mount Pearl. 
 
This me, re rement lasted three years. In August 2013, Jim accepted a half- me 
appointment to the Lower Island Cove Pastoral Charge, where he enjoyed the 
people and ministry too much to re re – at least un l June 30, 2016 when he re red 
for the third me. 
 
Two years later in November 2018, Jim couldn’t resist the opportunity to re-enter 
ministry. This me at Cowan Heights United Church on a half- me, six-month 
contract. He took a six-month break and returned to Cowan Heights in November 
2019 for another six-month contract, while the congrega on completed its task of 
calling a new full- me minister. 
 
Following “Snowmageddon” and the beginning of the COVID pandemic, where he 
learned about virtual worship, etc., he re red for the last me – except for some 
Sunday Supply now and again. 
 
He says his ministry, before and a er ordina on, has been a joy and a blessing and 
he looks back on those years with great thanksgiving for the experiences he has had 
and for the amazing people he has met and with whom he had the pleasure of 
sharing his ministry. 
  



40th Anniversary 
 

The Reverend S. Boyce Parsons, B.Th. 
 
 

Stephen Boyce Parsons was born in Noggin Cove on 
April 7, 1942. He is the son of the late Alma and 
Theophilus Parsons and stepson of the late Clyde 
Gibbons. 
 
In early life, Boyce moved to Lumsden. There he 
received his high school education, with the exception 
of Grade XI, which was completed at Wesleyville, NL. 
 
Boyce is married to Olive Stagg of Cape Freels, NL. They 
have two children, Dawn and Stephen. Dawn is married 
to Shawn Melindy of Lumsden. They have two children, 

Jessica and Jacqueline. 
 
Boyce attended Memorial University for two years. He taught school at Fogo, Grand 
Bruit, Gander Bay South, Lumsden, Pool’s Cove and Sop’s Arm. In 1974, he was 
settled on the Herring Neck Pastoral Charge as a Lay Supply Minister, where he 
served for three years. In 1977, he moved to Caledonia, Nova Scotia where he 
served as student supply on weekends during the three years he was attending the 
Atlantic School of Theology; from which he received a Bachelor of Theology degree. 
 
Since ordination in May of 1980, he has served the following Pastoral Charges: 
Curling, Glovertown, Labrador City and Salmon Cove. Since retirement, he has 
served the Newtown-Lumsden Pastoral Charge as a weekend supply for 10 months 
and as a part-time supply for six weeks on the Herring Neck Pastoral Charge. He also 
served the Carmanville Pastoral Charge in the ministry of Leadership and Preaching 
for a number of Sundays during the three years when the Pastoral Charge was 
without a clergy. 
 
Boyce and Olive now reside at the family home in Lumsden, NL. 
  



30th Anniversary 
  

The Reverend Roger D. Janes, B.A., M.Div. 
 
 

I grew up in the community now known as Grand 
Falls-Windsor, the eldest child of Roger and Be y 
Janes. I began a ending Memorial United Church 
with my paternal grandfather at the age of five. I was 
confirmed at age 12 and taught Sunday school as an 
older teen.  
 
A er high school, I went to Memorial University of 
Newfoundland where I obtained a Bachelor of Arts 
in 1987. The following year, I boarded my first plane, 
flew to Halifax, and began my theological studies at 
Atlan c School of Theology. Three years and two 
summer internships later, I graduated from AST. On 
May 27, 1990, I was one of five ordained at Gower 
Street United Church in St. John’s. 

 
I began my ordered ministry on the Bonne Bay Pastoral Charge. I served this five-
point pastoral charge for seven years and enjoyed the place, but especially the 
people, immensely.  
 
In June of 1997, Colleen Harty (from Gambo) and I were married at Shoal Brook 
United Church and 10 days later, I began a new ministry – as the Programme and 
Leadership staff person of the Newfoundland & Labrador Conference. I served in 
this posi on for 18 years, during which me Colleen and I became parents to our 
now adult children – Mark and Megan. 
 
In the Fall of 2015, I began a new chapter in my ministry, this me as the General 
Council staff person responsible for Stewardship and Planned Giving in what is now 
the three Regions of Atlan c Canada and Bermuda. I look forward to what the 
future holds – for me personally, and for The United Church of Canada, of which I 
am so proud to be a part. 
  



25th Anniversary 
 

The Rev. Denine P. Morgan, B.A., M.Div. 
 
 

Denine received her Bachelor of Arts from 
Memorial University and her Master of Divinity 
from the Atlantic School of Theology. 
 
As a student, Denine shared in ministry at United 
Memorial, Halifax, NS; St. James, Dartmouth, NS; 
Unity, Saskatchewan and Happy Valley-Goose Bay, 
NL. 
 
Following ordination, Denine served the pastoral 
charges of Catalina–Little Catalina, Heart’s Content, 
St. James and Cowan Heights in St. John’s. 
 

Denine has completed a unit of Supervised Pastoral Education at the IWK Children’s 
Hospital in Halifax, NS and the Christian Education Course from Queen’s College in 
St. John’s. She is also a certified Godly Play Storyteller and facilitator with United 
Fresh Start. 
 
Since 2018 Denine has been working at Eastern Health as a Pastoral Care Clinician 
at the Caribou Memorial Veterans Pavilion, L.A. Miller Center and Pleasant View 
Towers. During this time, Denine has worked with the Supervised Practice of 
Ministry program at Queen’s College, completed courses in Critical Incident Stress 
Management & Debriefing for individuals and groups, Gentle Persuasion Approach, 
and the Ethics Certificate program with the Provincial Health Ethics Network. 
 
Throughout her ministry, Denine feels she has been very blessed by the many 
people she has met and the invitation to share in their journeys from life’s 
beginnings to life’s endings and from ordinary days to milestone days. 
 
Denine and Derek live in Paradise and share their home with their two rescue cats, 
Tabitha and Frankie. 
  



25th Anniversary 
 

Mrs. Jessie M. Newbury, B.A. (Ed.) 
 
 

Jessie Goodyear Newbury was born in Carmanville on 
April 24, 1934, the daughter of Captain John and Merab 
Goodyear. 
 
Jessie met and married Reverend R. Neil Newbury and 
together they raised three children: David, Debbie and 
Daniel. When the children were older, Jessie decided to 
attend Memorial University of Newfoundland. She 
graduated in 1983 with the degree Bachelor of Arts in 
Education. She taught school a number of years in 
Newfoundland and Labrador, both before and after 
university, and also taught school for two years in Nova 
Scotia. 

 
In 1995, Jessie, after a number of summer schools, was recognized as a Lay Pastoral 
Minister by The United Church of Canada. During that time and after, she served 
three Pastoral Charges: Summerford, Lower Island Cove and Heart’s Content. 
 
Since retirement, Jessie and Neil spent many happy years together living in 
St. John’s and spending summers in Carmanville. Presently, Jessie lives in Clarenville 
near her daughter Debbie. 


