
 

 

 

 

 
First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council 

Weekly Announcements 
October 21, 2020 

info4rc16@united-church.ca       Staff Directory 
Making Hope Visible Podcast – Justice and Mission Network of the Atlantic Regions of the United Church of Canada 

First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council is on Facebook! 
 
Weekly Prayer – Rev. Vera Abbott, Summerville Pastoral Charge 
Gracious God. ... With boldness, expectations and trepidation, we greet you each new day. We believe 
God that you are still speaking to us but sometimes amidst the chaos and uncertainties, that we find our 
world and creation to be enveloped in, it is not easy for us to hear your voice. It is not easy to distinguish 
your voice from the many other voices that bombard us during these challenging times. Help us God to 
be attuned to your voice - the voice of hope, of restoration, of love for all people.  

Merciful God, you are leading us through the wilderness of COVID- 19.  It is here that you lead us by quiet 
water.  It is here that you lead us through the paths of righteousness.  It is here that you are with us, your 
rod and your staff to protect us. You turn dryness to life and emptiness to ever-flowing streams. It is a 
wilderness of death, desperation and great fearfulness, but you urge us to take heart, to offer a cup of 
cold water to all people, to live courageously and to affirm our deep commitments to you and our world.  
 
Generous God, during this time of harvest, we are reminded of all you have created and continue to 
create.  We are reminded of the many blessings you provide for us in our daily living. We thank you God 
and we live each day aware of your love, your amazing grace and your promise to be always with us. Thank 
you for all the wonder, mystery and beauty in our world; for those who are there when the burdens of 
life are heavy; for your hand of assurance when life crashes in upon us; and for the joy of helping others 
when they are in need. We stand in awe of your splendour and your grace. We are not alone. Thanks be 
to God. Amen  
 
Making Hope Visible: Meet the New General Secretary 
Rev. Michael Blair offers evocative images to describe how he will approach his new role as General 
Secretary of the United Church of Canada. Visit this link to view the podcast:  
https://www.buzzsprout.com/844450/5817805 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Invitation for Prayers for Peace and Healing - Mi’kmaq Fishing Dispute 
 On Friday afternoon, October 23rd, a small interfaith delegation will visit Mi’kmaq community members 
in Saulnierville, Nova Scotia who are exercising their treaty rights to fish. The delegation will participate 
in a time of sacred prayer and listening.  In the face of the violence, vandalism, and tension that the 
Mi’kmaq people have experienced, the purpose of this visit is to show support and seek healing.  
  
Individuals and communities of faith are invited to share in this action by taking a moment for prayer at 
2pm (Atlantic) on Friday, Oct. 23rd.  You might pause and light a candle and hold a bowl of water, or simply 
step outside for a moment and find a symbol of connection that speaks to you. Using words, song, silence 
or whatever form your prayers take, join hearts from afar in Peace and Friendship.  #treatyrights #mikmaq 
#UCCan #WeAreAllTreatyPeople.  
View the prayer here 
 
Pine Hill Divinity Hall – Bursary Opportunities 
Pine Hill Alumni Association Scholarship, application deadline December 1, 2020 
The Promise Bursary nominations accepted between October 1 and December 1, 2020 
Any questions, please contact pinehill@astheology.ns.ca 
 
Guidelines & checklist for re-entry: Sunday Schools and Youth Groups 
For updated information for re-entry into Sunday schools and youth groups, please follow this link:  
Re-entry Checklist 
 
First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council Webpage Emergency Response Link 
Stay updated with Emergency Response Updates on COVID-19 on the First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional 
Council webpage. 
 
Annual Clergy Retreat – October 21 – 23, 2020 (Starts today) 
Clergy Retreat 2020 
Celebrating Ministry, Moving Towards Vitality 
October 21 – 23, 2020 
The registration package and agenda can be found on the website, please visit: Clergy Retreat 2020  
 
Fall Learning Event – November 5, 12 & 19, 2020 
This year our Fall Learning Event will take the form of lunch and learn sessions.  Thursday November 5, 12 
& 19, 2020 from 11:30am – 1:00pm.  The topic for the lunch and learn sessions will be Pastoral Relations.  
Please look forward to a survey so that we can narrow down the topics that will be most beneficial for 
each gathering. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



United Church Bookstore 
Pre-order your copy today.  Price to be  
determined. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Always a Guest: Speaking of Faith Far From Home: 
 

From beloved writer and renowned preacher Barbara Brown Taylor comes a new collection of stories and 
sermons of faith, grace, and hope. Taylor, author of the best-selling books Holy Envy and An Altar in the 
World, among others, finds that when you are the invited guest speaking of faith to people you don't 
know, one must seek common ground: exploring the central human experience. Full of Taylor's astute 
observations on the Spirit and the state of the world along with her gentle wit, this collection will 
inspiration Taylor's fans and preachers alike as she explores faith in all its beauty and complexity. $TBA 
 
 


