
Stewardship Updates 

 
 

Just a reminder that the deadline for transferring 2020 Mission & Service gifts to the General 
Council Office is this Friday (January 29th).   
 
 

New Stewardship Program:  Called To Be the Church:  The Journey 

As a Philanthropy Unit, we have been striving to provide Stewardship Support to Communities 
of Faith and their leaders. 
We have produced an Annual Stewardship Campaign program called, Called To Be the 
Church for the last 6 or 7 years.  We have produced other congregational resources in print as 
well as in electronic format.  Further, I have provided workshops to charges and geographic 
areas, and have worked more closely with a number of charges.    
  
We have received some good feedback and tracked some decent results.  However, we are 
finding that many charges and their leaders do not have much experience, training, and 
sometimes confidence, with stewardship best practices.  Many charges no longer have 
Stewardship Committees.  So, while the Called to be the Church Program was meant to be 
"plug and play" with very little additional support needed, we have found that many leaders 
want and need more.  This comes at a time when many Faith communities are in decline with 
fewer givers and increased expenses. 
  
So, taking into account all of this, as well as the reality of fewer field staff, more geography to 
cover, and no travel for the foreseeable future, we have created a new initiative - Called to Be 
the Church: The Journey.  It is an eight-hour (over 4 weeks) training course in Stewardship Best 
Practices and Discipleship.  The goal is to host Courses in each region with 3 or 4 Pastoral 
Charges at a time.  The Charges will select a team of three or four people, ideally including the 
minister.  We will collect information and at the end of each course will provide an 
Individualized Stewardship Report with Analysis and Recommendations.  It is then our plan to 
do a follow-up with past participants and provide coaching and ongoing support as they take on 
Stewardship initiatives.   
  
Further, we hope to provide even more coaching/support for the Called To Be the 
Church Campaign (2021 materials are soon on their way to Charges). 
 
 

What can you do now?  Please promote and discuss The Journey Program with your 
congregations, and if you are interested in participating, please contact Roger Janes 
- rjanes@united-church.ca   The first run of the course, one per Region, is being set up for 
February. 
 

mailto:rjanes@united-church.ca

