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Presidents Message 

Hello ladies, 

Well this has been a weird few months, I dare say. We first were challenged with not being able to see family 

and friends. Not being able to shop as we once have, not go to meetings, groups, church, and so on. I found 

myself glued to the tv for the up to the minute news and Covid numbers. I had a list of things to do as long as 

my arm, figuring I would get all the Spring Cleaning done. I'd bake lots. I’d read the stack of books waiting for 

me. I'd get all kinds of UCW stuff done, but I couldn't focus. I felt in a fog, and I discovered I was not alone. I 

discovered I am not a home school kinda gal.  I finally turned off the tv and started watching Hallmark Movies. 

My husband became the home school teacher.  I can tell you when the " Atlantic Bubble" opened it was such a 

relief to be able to visit our children and my elderly Dad. Now, we are learning how to do things in a new way, 

trust that our kids and grandkids will be safe at school, working double time to get back to some semblance of 

church and figuring out new ways to meet. I have learned to ZOOM and Conference Call. I am still learning 

how to get through a building by watching the arrows on the floor (I go the wrong way on a one way aisle, 

ALOT!!) Our UCW 's are rising to the challenge and learning to meet virtually with coffee gatherings via zoom, 

meeting while self distancing and wearing masks, checking in with one another,  having on line plants sales and 

take outs with curbside pick up....a year ago who would have known what "curb side pickup" meant. I'll let you 

in on a little secret....it's fall and I'm still doing my Spring cleaning! 

Our Executive met in March via ZOOM to connect and get what little we could do done. It was decided that 

with Covid 19 upon us, it was wise to postpone our Biennial until it was safe to hold. Before we had everyone 

notified our Hotel had already cancelled us. I would like to thank the Biennial Committee for all the work they 

put into "Coloring Outside the Lines". It was very disappointing, but we will hold it when the time is right and 

safe.  

Since we were unable to hold our Biennial, it has put everything in a holding pattern. Elaine could not be 

installed as President, so I remain in the position. We have not met as an executive. We decided to cancel the 

June issue for the Newsletter as no UCW was meeting and the ladies felt we had little news to share. Fast 

forward to Fall and here we are. Watching the news to see where the second wave hot zones are…..heaven help 

you if you came from New Brunswick to PEI for Thanksgiving……our friend from Fredericton was grilled 

with questions before she was allowed at the dinner table….no worries she passed the “Covid free test”! 

So, what now? Well, we have decided to produce the October Newsletter which Fran will mail to everyone who 

has a subscription. If you have not renewed your subscription and are not sure if you need to, look on the 

address label. It will have the month and year you are due…. for example mine was March 2020….if you need 

to renew please mail a cheque with your completed subscription form to Fran. The Subscription form is on the 

back page of the newsletter. 

We will be having an executive meeting this Fall, the date has not been chosen as I write this. We do not have 

many business items but will check in and stay updated with each other. 

 

- Continued on page 3 
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Maritime UCW Executive 
 

President:   Ruth Kennedy                            
P.O. Box 293    
North Rustico  PE   C0A 1X0                                       
Ph: 902-963-3108 
ulvashepherdns@hotmail.com     

Vice President:  Elaine Burrows 
309 – 55 Roy Boates Drive 
Summerside PE  C1N 6B2 
Ph; 902-436-1443 
elaineb@pei.sympatico.ca 
 
Corresponding Secretary: Reta Manuel                                        
226 - 3 Dilman Place  
Dartmouth NS  B3A 1A6                            
Ph: 902-469-6972                         
mr@ns.sympatico.ca       

 
Mission, Justice & Outreach:             
Myrna Wicks                                                
15 Oak Drive    Charlottetown                     
PE   C1A 6T4                                              
Ph: 902-368-3207                                  
myrnaw@eastlink.ca  

 Recording Secretary:  Liz Birch 
2691 East Margaree Road     
Margaree Forks NS  B0E 2A0 
Ph:  902-248-2846 
glbirch@gmail.com                                    
 

2nd Vice Co-President:  Debbie Hawkins 
128 Woodbine Lane 
Upper Kingsclear  NB  E3E 1S3 
Ph: 506-447-0274  

debbieh@ridgetimber.com 

Archives:  Sharon Moyse                                       
154 Spring Street                           
Summerside    PE C1N 3G3                        
Ph: 902-436-5157              
moyfive@pei.sympatico.ca 
 
Faith Formation and Leadership:            
Sandra Carr                                                   
50 Andrews Drive, Fall River NS B2T 1R3                                  
Ph: 902-860-2963                  
sandracarr43@yahoo.ca 
 
 

Treasurer: Phillis Munro 
104 Olympiad Avenue 
Bridgewater  NS  B4V 3P7 
Ph: 902-543-9339 
billphyl@ns.sympatico.ca 
 
2nd Vice Co-President:  Marilyn Bubar 
654 Rte 104,  Burtts Corner  NB  E6L 2B8 
Ph: 506-363-2553 
jnmbubar@rogers.com 
 
Nominations:    Ruth Kennedy                            
P.O. Box 293   
North Rustico    PE   C0A 1X0                                              
Ph: 902-963-3108 
ulvashepherdns@hotmail.com                          
 
Berwick Camp: Joan Fraser                                
P.O. Box 496      Pictou   NS   B0K 1K0                            
Ph: 902-485-4771                          
joanfraser9@gmail.com   

Newsletter Editor:  Fran Harding                       
2170 Route 20      Darnley PE C0B 1M0                                                                            
fran-seabreeze@pei.sympatico.ca 

 

 

 

UCW Presidents/Contacts 

 

 

   

Chignecto:    Anna Peters                                               

190 Carson Drive Unit 1118                        

Moncton  NB   E1C 0S4                                          

Ph: 506-383-1479                   

arpeters460@gmail.com   

Halifax: Audrey Matheson                                                

111 Central Avenue Halifax    NS   B3N 2J1                                         

Ph: 902-445-5060                

audreyandangus@hotmail.com 

 

Inverness-Guysborough: 

Contact Annie Dodge                               

2538 Dundee Road                                             

West Bay   NS   B0E 3K0                                     

Ph: 902-345-0598                                                 

ma-dodge@eastsidehighspeed.ca    

Pictou: Contact Olive Archibald                                             

1209 Hwy 347                                                     

New Glasgow    NS   B2H 5C8                                           

Ph: 902-833 2525          

seaport61@hotmail.com  

  

Sydney: Diane MacLean      

169 Douglas Avenue                                               

Glace Bay  NS   B1A 1B7                                        

Ph: 902-849-5311             

md.maclean@hotmail.com                                                                      

 South Shore: Ruth Rudderham       

558 Glen Allan Drive, Apt. 514,               
Bridgewater, NS, B4V 0B6.                         
Ph: 902-543-5124                 

re.rudderham@eastlink.ca   

Miramichi: Evelyn Taylor                                   

368 South Napan Road                                                         

Napan NB    E1N 4W3                                         

Ph: 506-773-3533   

Evelyntaylor1946@gmail.com    

PEI: Contact Elaine Burrows 

309 – 55 Roy Boates Drive 

Summerside PE  C1N 6B2 

Ph: 902-436-1443 

elaineb@pei.sympatico.ca 

                                    

Woolastook: Debbie Hawkins 

128 Woodbine Lane 

Upper Kingsclear NB  E3E 1S3 

Ph: 504-447-0274       

debbiech@ridgetimber.com 

Saint John: Contact Margaret Prime                                  

27 Hillhurst Drive,                          

Quispamsis, NB   E2E 1C5                           

Ph: 506-847-5868                        

sprime@nbnet.nb.ca 

Truro:   Evelyn Negus              

621    Apt 4    Hwy  2 

Brookfield   NS  B0N 1C0 

Ph:  

 

St Croix: Carol Mchan                                            

469 St David Ridge Road 

St David Ridge 

NB   E3L 4R3                                                       

Ph: 506-                                          

fourjsmehan@xplornet,ca 

Valley Contact:  Rosanne Peach                                     

P.O. Box 1037 Grandville Ferry                  

NS   B0S 1K0 

Ph: 902-532-5534 

rojopeach@ns.sympatico.ca 

Bermuda: Marilyn Dyer                                        

19 Ingham Vale Road                                     

Pembroke West          HM 04   Bermuda 

marilyndyer808@hotmail.com 
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President’s Message continued…. 

September 28-Oct 2 Elaine, Debbie, Marilyn and I 

attended the National UCW meeting via Zoom.  We 

received information and enjoyed worship. Please 

find a separate report within the newsletter. 

We will be gathering statistics as usual at the end of 

2020. This means EVERY UCW unit as well as 

individual member without a unit MUST submit their 

numbers and their contact  information. This is all 

tabulated from across the Maritimes /Bermuda and 

sent on to National. Each member is responsible to 

send $1 to the National UCW and $3 to Maritime 

UCW. You will receive more information as time 

goes on. This is not new. If you have any questions 

please call me or email me and I will try to help you. 

We are looking for a contact person for every unit in 

the Maritimes/Bermuda. I would be tickled if every 

unit would contact so I have an email on record. This 

will allow me to send information to everyone at the 

same time. I suspect there are a number of units that 

don’t receive information. 

We received an email telling us what we contributed 

as a Region for UCW in 2019. Region 15 (Nova 

Scotia/Bermuda UCW’s) gave $79,490… Fundy St 

Lawrence Dawning Waters (NB & PEI) gave 

$49,517 and UCW Nationally gave 1,020,034. May I 

say…well done ladies! I think we have to be very 

mindful of how we will support our Mission and 

Service fund in these times where we don’t meet and 

aren’t having fundraisers or catering engagements the 

way we have, to generate funds. Many of us are still 

not meeting. Some of us are meeting vitually, but 

how are we presenting out monthly offerings as we 

did when we met in person? Are we out of sight, out 

of mind? Just some food for thought. 

Lastly, I purchased a book from UCRD this fall 

entitled, “Ordinary Heroes” Celebrating United 

Church Women. Edited by Noelle Boughton. I would 

imagine many of you have seen this book. I had not. I 

am enjoying reading the stories and poems submitted 

by UCW ladies. I smile when I see submissions from 

Catherine MacLean, Marilyn Dyer, Marilyn Bubar, 

Debbie Hawkins, Mary Sumpter, Jean Smith, Ruth 

Rudderham, Sharon Moyse, Betty Moulton, Donna 

Matheson, Pam Harrison, Lenore Harris, all ladies 

from Maritimes/ Bermuda and all I have met along 

my life’s journey. If you haven’t read this…give it a 

read. I learned things I didn’t know and I am glad this 

book celebrates our UCW’s from Canada / Bermuda. 

I will go so far as to say…..many of these ladies are 

far from ordinary and are the examples we should 

hold up and emulate as we find our way through the 

changes in our church, where UCW fits within those 

changes and the changes in the UCW organization, as 

we seek to find our mojo, and remember who we are 

and what we stand for as our UCW organization 

changes and adapts. 

As I end this submission I want to send a prayer to 

each and every one of you as you live through this 

pandemic. Be well, be wise, wash your hands , get 

your flu shot and we’ll see you on the other side of 

Covid 19, where we’ll be coloring outside the lines! 

Faithfully, 

Ruth Kennedy – MUCW President (still) 

ulvashepherdns@hotmail.com   (902)963-3108 

 

donations for the Regions for 2019 were as 

follows   Region 15 - $79,490… Fundy St 

Lawrence Dawning Waters - $49,517 and 

UCW Nationally gave 1,020,034. As the pandemic lingers UCW is challenged with thinking of 

new ways to help their local church and the Mission and Service Fund.             Great job 

ladies! 

 

mailto:ulvashepherdns@hotmail.com
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Visit the Regions East Website and check out the UCW page 

ucceast.ca      choose a region 

              or            

Click on ministries  click on  United Church Women 

*          *          *          *          *          *          *          *          *          *          *          *     

A poem for the Newsletter: 

     

I knelt to pray but not for long, 
I had too much to do. 
I had to hurry and get to work 
For bills would soon be due. 
 
I knelt and said a hurried prayer, 
Then jumped up off my knees. 
My Christian duty now was done,  
My soul could rest at ease. 
 
All day long I had no time 
To spread a word of cheer,  
No time to speak of Christ to friends, 
They’d laugh at me, I'd fear. 
 
No time, no time, too much to do - 
That was my constant cry, 
No time to give to souls in need. 
Who were afraid to die. 

 
When at last it came, my time to die, 
I went before the Lord. 
I came and stood  with downcast eyes - 
Afraid to hear His word. 
 
For in His hands God held a book, 
It was the Book of Life. 
God looked into His book and frowned - 
It should have shed some light. 
 
God looked into His book and said 
“Your name I cannot find, 
I once was going to write it down  . . . 
But never found the time”. 
 

 

- Submitted by Sharon Moyse

 

 

 

 

 

 

CO-OPERATION 

My footsteps through the field are not a road - - - nor yours 

My back alone cannot convey the load - - - nor yours. 

But, we divide the work,   And multiply the steps that go our way 

And with no one to shirk     Co-operation then will save the day 
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In the spring of 2020 when we were all basically confined to our homes, due  to the coronavirus, I had spent some time 

cleaning out some of my old papers. Why some of these things get saved I’ll never know!  Anyway, I came across an old 

Maritime Conference United Church Women newsletter from October 1991. At that time Gwen MacRae was the president 

and Ruth Carruthers  the newsletter editor.  Following is the Worship Service  that was printed in the October 1991 issue. 

It was prepared by members of Chignecto Presbyterial and used at the Spring Executive meeting in Baddeck, N.S. and 

had been submitted by Margaret McKillop, Area 5 Vice President, Springhill NS. 

 

Theme:              Learn as you go. 

Opening Prayer: O God, our 

Father, help us to master ourselves. 

May we this day have reverence 

for goodness, truth and beauty. In 

our contacts with others, help us to 

have the spirit of courtesy and 

good will. May we forget all 

bitterness and prejudice, taking 

what you give us of joy and beauty 

with a  glad and thankful heart. 

And then add the joy of willing, 

unthanked service with a glory 

within. In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen. 

Hymn: 301 

Meditation:     “A Christian and 

Her Job” 

Many employed people seem to 

believe that there is no relation 

between religious faith and a 

workday job. “Business and 

religion are things you keep 

separate”, a salesman explained to 

me. “It doesn’t do any good to mix 

them up”. But our Christian faith 

says we are all called to a Christian 

vocation. We get this concept from 

the words of Jesus,   who says: 

“The great commandment is to 

love the Lord your God with all 

your heart, with all your soul, with 

all your mind. And second unto 

this is to love your neighbour as 

yourself”. 

 

Applied to our own situation, these 

familiar and beloved words mean 

something like this: “The main 

business of living is not to be a 

secretary or a business woman or a 

sales clerk or school teacher, it is 

to love God with all your heart and 

soul and mind, and your  neighbor 

as yourself”. The professions of 

law or school teaching are 

instruments only, through them we 

may express our true calling or 

vocation. 

 

Each one of us is therefore a 

minister called to love God  and 

serve our fellow  human beings. As 

a teacher, a bond broker, as a truck 

driver, whatever it is that you do 

everyday, your job is only 

incidental to your true calling as a 

minister of God. A dentist is  only 

a dentist  secondarily. In his or her 

work, he or she uses abilities 

which he or she has been endowed 

and skills which he or she  has 

learned. Their real aim in life is to 

love God by using their talents as 

good stewards. The parable of the 

talents sharply illustrated Jesus’ 

view of the value inherent in good 

workmanship. Those who use their 

talents productively were praised 

and the timid man who hid his 

talents was censured. 

 

The underlying truth here is that 

men and women demonstrate their 

love of God by giving a good 

account of their time, their abilities 

and their possessions. The 

command to love our neighbor 

finds a close application in our 

daily work. The teacher lets God’s 

love flow through her to the 

student, so too the secretary, the 

tradesman and the business 

woman. Loving a neighbor means 

having a concern for people. Thus 

we shall hold all persons to be of 

infinite worth, regardless of the 

race to which they belong, or to 

their skin color or their creed. So 

to think and act is our calling. This 

is why we are here, and we are 

here as adults to learn. 

 

Learning is a process that takes 

place within a person. It results in 

a change in information, attitudes, 

feelings and behavior. What are 

the characteristics of adults as 

learners? 

 

Adults are for the most part 

volunteer learners. They do not 

usually attend courses or 

workshops in the church because 

of external pressures. They are 

there because they want to be 

there. Adults are often highly 

motivated to learn. Motivation may 

have internal or external sources. 

Internal reasons include a need to 

learn to solve a problem, to gain a 

skill, to complete a task, to explore 

a curiosity or to deepen an interest. 

External sources include a desire to 

study with a specific instructor, to 

reflect in or be in a particular 

setting, and to receive awards, 

standing recognition. Research has 

identified at least three distinctive 

groups of adult learners: the 

problem solvers, the learners for 

learning sake, and the fellowship 

types. 

Adults have a definite mind-set or 

way of viewing the world, faith 

and life. The adults personality and 
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behaviour are more firmly fixed 

than those of children or youth.  

Time has allowed words, phrases 

and concepts to take on positive 

and negative meanings. Adults 

view themselves as independent 

persons and frequently have 

negative feelings about authority. 

But often past experiences have 

taught them to enter an educational 

activity as dependent persons with 

the attitude, “I’m here, teach me”.  

 

Adults bring to learning a wide 

variety of skills and varying 

abilities in employing those skills. 

They can be a rich resource in the 

learning situation. 

 

Adults tend to focus their learning 

in the present rather than on the 

future. Words like relevant, 

immediately applicable, and 

meaningful describe what adults 

want to learn. 

 

Adults often approach learning in a 

state of fear. The internal 

questionnaire generates queries 

such as: “Will I be adequate or will 

I fail? Will I be criticized? Will I 

be manipulated or forced to 

change? Will I be forced to violate 

a taboo? Will I lose the  support of 

my group or family? Will I be 

respected as an individual?“ 

Adults can be encouraged and 

enabled to take an active part in 

planning and evaluating their own 

learning. 

 

As for me, It is a great release to 

know that my main job in my 

Church is not to preach sermons, 

or please the people, but to learn as 

an adult and let God’s love flow 

through me, to make a good 

accounting of what he has given 

me, and to love my fellow human 

beings. 

 

It is good to know, too, that 

everyone of us is a minister and 

that it is our common vocation to 

learn and to serve God and love 

people, And it is high time that we 

move forward from talking about 

our religion to learning and living 

it. 

 

Jesus Christ   -    And We 
Christ has no hands but our hands 

To do His work today; 

He has no feet but our feet 

To lead men in his way; 

He has no tongue but our 

tongues To tell men how He died; 

He has no help but our held 

To bring them to his side. 

 

We are the only Bible 

The careless world  will  read; 

We are the sinner’s gospel, 

We are the scoffer’s creed; 

We are the Lord’s message 

Given in deed  and work – 

What if the line is crooked? 

What if the type is blurred? 

 

What if our hands are busy 

With other work than His? 

What if our feet are walking 

Where sin’s allurement is? 

What if our tongues are speaking 

Of things his lips would spurn? 

How can we hope to help him 

Unless from Him we learn? 

 

Hymn:   302   or 161 

Prayer: O God. We thank you for 

the men and women of other days 

and of our own times who have 

loyally served humanity.  Today 

there are still foes of human 

prayers and enemies of the 

common good to be overcome. 

May we not shirk our tasks, in this 

day, nor be discouraged. Help us to 

be confident that truth and right 

shall triumph and do work 

forcefully with you to bring they 

kingdom on earth.  Amen  

 

*          *          *          *          *          *          *          *          *          *          *          *         

ARCHIVES 

Nothing much to report from Archives, but we have 

had 2 ‘virtual’ meetings since last spring.  Currently 

trying to decide on terms of office for members, and 

if terms should be renewable. 

 

Also would like to  report that there are 2 virtual 

workshops on archives and artifacts in the planning 

for the 3rd and 4th weeks of January.  More details 

and specific dates to come. 

 

Work is being done on 3 handbooks  

1) The importance and history of artifacts 

2) Guide to cataloguing artifacts 

3) How to handle Indigenous artifacts 

 

Property Committees should have a “property 

manual”, which indicates what should absolutely be 

sent to Archives.  This handbook may also be on the 

website for the United Church. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sharon Moyse
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This Litany was written as an expression of our UCW Purpose and was used as a part of the UCW Service at 

Bridgewater United Church on the first Sunday of March,2020. Feel free to alter or add the parts you play in 

carrying out the pillars of our Purpose. 

ALL: To unite women of the congregation for the 

total mission of the church and to provide a 

medium through which they may express their 

loyalty and devotion to Jesus Christ in Christian 

witness: 

ONE: -witness by leading a Christian life in families, 

church and communities 

-witness through support of the Mission and Service 

fund of the United Church of Canada 

ALL: study: 

ONE: always open to learning about concerns of 

people everywhere, our church, community and 

globally through programs as The Fellowship of the 

Least Coin, Schools Plus, Grandmothers to 

Grandmothers, and this morning at our breakfast, a 

deeper understanding of Palliative Care in our 

community 

ALL: fellowship: 

ONE: conversation and laughter as we  gather for 

meetings, work together in the church kitchen, enjoy a 

dinner, knit prayer shawls, and mingle with women 

from other denominations in our town 

ALL: service: 

ONE: contributing to the life of church and 

community with financial support to outreach 

missions as Brunswick St., Sherbrooke Lake Camp, 

Starfish International;  providing for funeral 

receptions and church gatherings; knitting mittens for 

school children; visiting and sending cards to those in 

need of our care; placing flowers in the sanctuary for 

Sunday services and decorating for special seasons; 

and providing the Sunday morning coffee. 

Written and contributed by Ruth Rudderham, Bridgewater United Church UCW  

 

*          *          *          *          *          *          *          *          *          *          *          * 

UCW of St. John’s United Church 
 

Strawberry Shortcake Take Out:   The UCW of St. John’s United Church, Fall River, Nova Scotia, held their 
annual strawberry festival this year but with a BIG difference.  As we had to follow the COVID guidelines, we 
decided to have a drive through, take-out dessert of just the strawberry shortcake.   The ladies prepared the 
strawberries, baked the tea biscuits, whipped the cream, and pulled together a strawberry shortcake in take 
out containers.  It was very successful!  We sold out in a little over an hour.  Members of the church and 
community drove up our driveway and pulled up in front of the church where they were greeted by a UCW 
member who took their order.  Orders were then prepared and delivered to their car all the while keeping 
socially distanced.   Our UCW ladies enjoyed the time we got to spend together and raised funds for our 
church. 

25th Anniversary Celebration:  St. John’s United Church, Fall River, Nova Scotia, was to have celebrated our 
25th anniversary on April 26, 2020.  However, with the closure of all public gatherings in March our anniversary 
celebration has been moved to October 25, 2020.  All groups within the church have been asked to prepare 
something to place in a time capsule which celebrates our last 25 years.  The St. John’s UCW have decided to 
put a UCW pin and a book which shows pictures taken of members and events over the past 25 years in the 
time capsule.  The time capsule will be opened in April 2045!   

- Submitted by Helen Garneau 
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Reporting from Keswick Ridge UCW 

I was pleased to hear that we were invited to share 

with all the ladies in our Maritime United Church 

Women groups as we are now eight months into this 

time of ‘following the arrows’, online shopping, 

staying close to home, wearing masks, doing virtual 

meetings via teleconferencing or Zoom, literally, 

being ‘hug less’ (well, except from, my husband, for 

which I am very grateful) …. these are just the things 

that effect my life. Not a day goes by that I do not 

think and pray for all those trying to work under the 

changing everyday pressures that this pandemic has 

brought us. If you are retired, at home, have family 

nearby and in reasonably good health, then be very 

thankful  …. we are the fortunate ones at this time. 

 

Now about our local UCW group and how we have 

dealt with not being able to carry on as usual. First of 

all, we have monthly Zoom meetings and also 

managed to work in an afternoon gathering outside, 

with social distancing where we each brought our 

own lunch, lawn chair and just enjoyed sharing how 

we were spending out time. 

 

In May, we held our Annual Plant Auction with a 

Virtual Plant Sale…all of the arrangements were 

done on line beginning with announcements to the 

Congregation via our Congregational Email list that 

we were planning to hold it, giving dates etc. 

Then a master list of all plants we had available for 

sale went out to folks inviting them to share it with 

whomever they thought might be interested. We 

charged a flat rate of $5. per pot for plants. 

Customers then sent in their orders to one of the two 

locations specified where the plants were gathered. 

Orders were then put together and a pick up time was 

arranged. Pick-up times were staggered so that no 

more than a couple of folks would arrive at one time. 

It worked amazingly well! Not without a lot of 

planning and work, but it did work to the tune of 

nearly $1500. People were excited to have the 

opportunity to get the plants back in the spring as the 

nurseries were either open for on-line and pick-up 

only, or not at all. Here is a picture of two ladies 

picking up their order and dropping their ,money in 

the box provided…. No physical contact was 

necessary. 

 
 

Well, here we are neat the time we normally are 

preparing for our Fall Bazaar. No, we are not going 

to let the Pandemic stop us on that one either. We 

have made our plans to hold a Virtual Bazaar….all 

online. Really don’t know how this will go, and again 

it is going to take a lot of planning and work, but I 

believe it can be done and so do the ladies in our 

group. The President, Bonnie Kelly and I have drawn 

up a schedule of dates specifying when we need to 

have lists of items in, when the list will become 

available  for the Congregation and friends, when 

items will be dropped off at the church, when order 

deadline will be, when we go to pack orders and then 

pick-up or delivery times will be set. We are doing 

two categories, Food Related items and non-food 

related items such as crafts, hand sewn and knit 

items. Orders will go to only two ladies, depending 

on which category you order from. We will practice 

distancing and mask wearing whenever we are 

receiving items at the church, packing orders and 

dealing with pickups and only two or three ladies will 

be working at a time. 

 

Yes, it does sound a little ‘bizarre’, but we need to 

continue life in ways that we can. This way we will 

be able to follow through with our usual Christmas 

projects that we support each year and perhaps even 

do a little more where it is needed. 
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In closing, I can’t help thinking about our purpose a 

United Church Ladies,  “To unite the ladies of the 

congregation for the total mission of the church and 

to provide a medium through which we may express 

our loyalty and devotion to Jesus Christ in Christian 

witness, study, fellowship and service”.  

 

I believe, this is what we are doing in continuing to 

work together, but somewhat apart, and to still be of 

service to Jesus Christ. 

 

Blessings to all, until next time 

Marilyn Bubar, Vice President 

Keswick Ridge United Church Women 

 

*          *          *          *          *          *          *          *          *          *          *          * 

Report for the 60th Anniversary Committee 

Our committee hasn’t met over the last few months 

although things have been going on behind the 

scenes. We have 3 ladies from PEI, 2 from NB, 2 

from Halifax and 1 from Sydney. We are hoping that 

some ladies from around Cape Breton will help us 

with this event. We have had some ladies from across 

Canada offer to help during the event week. Where 

can you help? Maybe greeting people at the airport 

and getting them in to vehicles for the event. Maybe 

being the person on the tour with the clipboard, 

maybe sitting at the information desk for a couple of 

hours. Maybe you could help us distribute items. 

There are many little jobs that we hope some of our 

UCW ladies will be able to help us with. If you have 

expertise and have attended some of these 

Anniversary events we would love to have you on 

our Committee as we plan,  what we hope will be a 

great experience for the ladies from across Canada. 

If you know of a Faith Community (church or 

Pastoral Charge) that has glass communion cups that 

they would like to rehome, we will gladly accept the 

donation. We will be using them in a special way at 

the end of the week. Just email me and we will make 

arrangements for pick up. 

The 60th Anniversary venue has been contracted to 

the Membertou Trade and Convention Center, 

Sydney Nova Scotia. Our theme is “Continuing in 

Hope”. If you are interested in attending, information 

will be available as time goes on. I hear it’s usually a 

blast! Keep your calendar clear for July 11-15, 2022 

Ruth Kennedy – Chair 60th Anniversary Planning 

Committee

*          *          *          *          *          *          *          *          *          *          *          * 

NATIONAL UCW UPDATE  

Our National UCW annual meetings were held 

September 28-Oct 2nd, 2020 2-4pm daily.  

Another learning curve, we mastered ZOOM, how to 

speak, how to vote, how to chat etc. Debbie Hawkins, 

Marilyn Bubar, Elaine Burrows and myself attended 

from the comfort of our homes. 

 

We were welcomed by our President, Beulah Haley 

from Newfoundland and Labrador. Beulah will 

remain as President for the 2020-21 year in the hopes 

that our President Elect – Nancy Risto (Niagra Falls) 

can assume the position when we are together in 

Toronto. Nancy will then serve for a 2 year term. 

As you can imagine 2 hours was really rushed, but 

the work was done. When we meet in person we have 

a morning worship and evening vesper each day. I 

enjoyed each morning waking up and getting my 

morning meditation via email to start my day. 

One of our worships - from Shining Waters Region 

UCW included the Parable of the Lobster which 

struck me as being very thought provoking for our 

UCW’s and our churches. 

The Parable of the Lobster   Rev. Carolyn Wittwer   

“Long ago, when the world was very new... there was 

a certain lobster who determined that the Creator had 
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made a mistake.  So he set up an appointment to 

discuss the matter.  “With all due respect,” said the 

lobster, “I wish to complain about the way you 

designed my shell.  You see, I just get used to one 

outer casing, when I’ve got to shed it for another; 

very inconvenient and rather a waste of time.”  To 

which the Creator replied, “I see.  But do you realize 

that it is the giving up of one shell that allows you to 

grow into another?” 

“But I like myself just the way I am,” the lobster 

said.  “Your mind’s made up?” the Creator 

said.  “Indeed!” the lobster stated firmly. “Very 

well,” smiled the Creator.  “From now on, your shell 

will not change... and you may go about your 

business just as you are right now.”  “That’s very 

kind of you,” said the lobster, and left. 

At first, the lobster was very content with wearing the 

same old shell.  But as time passed, he found that his 

once light and comfortable shell was becoming quite 

heavy and tight.  After a while, in fact, the shell 

became so cumbersome that the lobster couldn’t feel 

anything at all outside himself.  As a result, he was 

constantly bumping into others. Finally, it got to the 

point where he could hardly breathe.  So with great 

effort, he went back to see the Creator. 

“With all due respect,” the lobster sighed, “contrary 

to what you promised, my shell has not remained the 

same.  It keeps shrinking!”  “Not at all,” smiled the 

Creator.  “Your shell may have gotten a little thicker 

with age, but it has remained the same size.  What’s 

happened is that you have changed inside, beneath 

your shell.” The Creator continued: “You see, 

everything changes... continuously.  No one remains 

the same.  That’s the way I’ve designed things.  And 

the wisest choice is to shed your old shell as you 

grow.”  “I see,” said the lobster, “but you must admit 

it is occasionally inconvenient and a bit 

uncomfortable.” 

“Yes,” said the Creator, “but remember, all growth 

carries with it both the possibility of discomfort... and 

the potential for great joy as you discover new parts 

of yourself.  After all, you can’t have one without the 

other.” “That’s very sensible,” said the lobster.  

“If you’d like,” offered the Creator, “I’ll tell you 

something more.” “Please do!” encouraged the 

lobster.  “When you let go of your shell and choose 

to grow,” said the Creator, “you build new strength 

within yourself and in that strength you’ll find new 

capacity to love yourself... to love those around you... 

and to love life itself.  That is my plan for each of 

you.” 

During this time of challenge and change, how is 

God calling you to stretch… in your life?  in your 

faith?  What new thing(s) is He challenging you with 

through it all?  In what ways is God calling you and 

our church to be more than you/we have 

been?  Whatever transformation challenge you and I 

are facing, my hope and prayer is that even though 

change is often difficult and uncomfortable, we will 

all welcome it as a tool from God to help us become 

who He wants us to be.  Remember, God loves you 

and I do, too! 

http://pastorbriang.blogspot.com/2017/09/parable-of-

lobster.html 

Amy Crawford (Team Leader for Faith Formation 

and Mission with the United Church of Canada)               

joined us for a  Bible Study based in Nehemiah. She 

told the story, of the Exile to Babylon and the return 

to Jerusalem, through the medium of a Godly play 

story. Next, we broke into groups and were to answer 

the questions on specific text. We only had 10 

minutes before we returned to the full group, so we 

only began to gather our thoughts. 

Chapter 4 verses 1-6:  What did these people need in 

order to rebuild the wall? 

What do we need to build up UCW? 

Some answers that were shared: 

The wall was half its full height, people were eager. 

Everyone got excited when they saw the progress. 

They pushed against the naysayers. 

They looked at physical aspects, enthusiasm and 

prayer. 

Chapter 12 verses 40-43:  What was the feeling of 

dedicating the wall? 

How can that feeling be portrayed today to help us 

build UCW? 

Ideas shared were people resources are needed. 

People who are willing. 

Vs 43: they offered sacrifices and rejoiced…. joy of 

Jerusalem. 

What’s behind you cannot control. What’s ahead of 

you, you can have some control 
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It was noted watching the Godly play story - People 

had the choice to stay or go. They had to discover 

that God could be with them even in a foreign land. 

 

Erik Matheson (Mission through Finance- Chief 

Financial Officer) spoke with us. The United Church 

of Canada budget was cut by $4,000,000. Grants 

were cancelled or reduced by 15-30% and staff 

reduced. One thing that was noted was the grant 

given from Mission and Service each year to NUCW 

was decreased to 18,000 for the year because others 

were taking a reduction our UCW Executive offered 

to take a reduction as well. This money helps us to 

carry out the duties of UCW.  

Last year it was passed, that every UCW lady across 

Canada is responsible to pay $1 a year to National 

United Church Women. We don’t know how long we 

will qualify for a M&S grant, therefore it is wise that 

we, as an organization, try to generate some funds to 

keep UCW viable. On top of that each Region sets 

their own amount they feel is needed to operate.  

Maritime UCW encourages every UCW lady to send 

in $3 per year. This is sent to our treasurer Phyllis 

Munroe each year with the statistics.  

Nora Saunders – spent a few minutes with us from 

her home. She reflected on her time as General 

Secretary and will be handing over the reins to Rev. 

Michael Blair the first of November. She thanked us 

for the work UCW does for the church. Saying we all 

love UCW , what we can do for the world and what 

Jesus wants us to do. 

Rebecca Hornburg – Spoke to us about the UCRD 

Store. You can visit them online and place an order 

any time, it will be shipped to you. 

 “Keeping In Touch”, the UCW newsletter that is 

sent out 3 times a year in the Infopak, has been 

discontinued. The UCC is no longer producing it and 

the infopak is moving on line, it will not be available 

in hard copy. It was felt that National UCW needs to 

keep all UCW’s informed, therefore NUCW will be 

producing and distributing its own newsletter. Rev. 

Sandra Bendall from Antler River Watershed UCW 

has agreed to be our Editor. 

There is also a committee looking for resource 

material for UCW. The goal is to have some worship 

services available online that UCW ladies can use. If 

anyone has a service they would like to share we 

would happily accept. It must be your original work. 

It should include a scripture, opening prayer and 

message of 300-400 words. Posted in a public forum, 

you may be asked to agree to have it copyrighted.  

There was an issue with Life memberships not 

getting out during this pandemic because the offices 

at General Council were closed. This should be dealt 

with in the next few weeks. If you have sent in a 

request for a Lifetime membership and not received 

it, please call me and I can look into it for you. 

Women for Change Zambia is our UCW special 

project and it will be continuing until our 60th 

Anniversary. All UCW units are encouraged to 

support this initiative. So far $23,055.75 has been 

raised, $19,475.85 has already been sent. If sending a 

cheque please make it out to Maritime Conference 

UCW, send it to MUCW treasurer Phyllis Munroe 

and on the memo line note it is for Women for 

Change.  

Statistics are a challenge, all across Canada. We 

really need our UCW units and Individual UCW 

ladies to send in yearly statistics. We need to know 

how many UCW ladies we actually have across 

Canada.  

We said goodbye to Sartu Mohamed. She has been 

given a new portfolio. We welcome Carol Oweji as 

our new liaison from the United Church General 

Council office. 

The highlight of the week was our worship service 

and communion. We usually celebrate this at the end 

of our week of meetings each year. Because we were 

meeting by ZOOM we were afforded the opportunity 

to invite all UCW ladies across Canada. We had 

approximately 88 ladies join us from coast to coast. It 

was a lovely service and very nice to partake of 

communion with many like minded women. 

Next year the meeting is slated to be held at the 

Queens Apostle Renewal Center in Toronto 

September 21-24th 2021. Pressing forward in hope we 

will be able to meet.  

 Respectfully submitted, Ruth Kennedy 
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National United Church Women Report 

September 28 to October 2, 2020 

Held by Zoom this year 

Being a pandemic year with COVID-19, plans were 

changed from a meeting in person at the Queens  

of Apostles Renewal Centre in Mississauga, ON to 

meeting via ZOOM from offices, hallways, 

bedrooms, sewing rooms, and kitchens  across the 

nation. We started gathering at 1:30 AST with the 

meeting starting at 2 p.m. AST and ending between 

3:45 to 4:45 AST depending on the day.  

 

About 40 people met each day. Representing Regions 

14 and 15 were Ruth Kennedy, president, Elaine 

Burrows, vice-president and Debbie Hawkins, and 

Marilyn Bubar, incoming vice-presidents.   

 

On September 21 and 22 training sessions were held 

for all who wished to attend  to prepare, and to learn 

how to prepare for “Zooming.”  It was my first 

experience with Zoom, but it is easy to learn. 

The theme was “Walking in the Holy Spirit's Power.” 

The Hymn was “One More Step Along the World I 

Go.” (VU #639); The scripture was “ We walk by 

faith, not by sight.”  

 

The thank you to the guest speakers was by Bay of 

Quinte ECOR UCW. The music was led by Diane 

Aikman.  Each day we wore a different colour: 

Monday was blue; Tuesday was purple; Wednesday 

was orange; Thursday was black; Friday was red. 

Each colour had a different meaning. 

We did have a group picture taken by ZOOM. I am 

not sure what that looked like! 

 

Prior to each meeting, the Christ Candle was lit 

which was followed by opening worship. Monday 

was led by Prairie 2 Pine (Manitoba); Tuesday was 

Shining Waters (Southern Ontario); Wednesday was 

Hearts That We Have Treasured 

Gift of Life 

God gives us each a gift of life 

To cherish from our birth 

He gives us friends and those we love 

To share our days on Earth 

He watches us with loving care 

And takes us by the hand 

He blesses us with countless joys 

And guides the lives we’ve planned. 

Then, when our work on Earth is done, 

He calls us to His side, 

To live with Him in happiness 

Where peace and love abide. 

 

In Loving Memory of our Deceased U.C.W. Members 
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Pacific Mountain (B.C.); Thursday was NL East 

District; and Friday was NL West District.  

 

Each meeting except Friday when we had 

communion, the session ended with what would have 

been vespers. They were shortened this year to a 

prayer and a hymn. Monday was Quebec; Tuesday 

was  Eastern Ontario Outauuais Region UCW; 

Wednesday was Canadian Shield UCW (Northern 

ON); and Thursday was  Maritime UCW.  

 

Monday our special speaker was Rebecka Hornburg, 

Manager of the United Church Distribution Centre.  

 

Tuesday, our special speaker was Erik Mathisen, 

Chief Financial Officer, The United Church of 

Canada. Some of you may have sat in on his financial 

webinars held during the early months of the 

pandemic. He thanked United Church Women for 

their faithful service to the church.   

 

The National UCW  has  a treasurer (Carolle  Dallas-

Arbuckle) who prepares the budget, oversees 

expenses,  and works with committees related to 

finance,  and answers questions related to grants,  etc. 

 

Nationally, in 2019, The United Church Women gave 

$1, 020,034.00 to the Mission and Service. From 

Region 15, the total given was $79,490.00, and from 

Fundy St. Lawrence Dawning Waters came 

$49,517.00. Thank you for your generosity. Your 

contributions make a difference in people's lives here 

in Canada, and around the world.   

 

On  Wednesday, the guest presenter was Amy 

Crawford, Church in Mission Team Lead UCC. She 

presented a Bible Study. She did a Godly play based 

on Nehemiah 4:1-6 and 12: 40-43.   

 

We had reports from the President (Beulah Hadley); 

the Regional Presidents (the printed reports were in 

the annual report), the 60th anniversary plans for 2022 

(Ruth Kennedy – chair);  WICC (they are trying to 

figure out how to handle the World Day of Prayer 

service for 2021), and the Alumni (The past 

presidents of NUCW).    

On Thursday, we dealt with the 2021 budget,  

Secretary's contract, committee members of the 

finance, grant, and communications.  There is a 

committee to update the UCW handbook. This 

should be ready for the 2021 National United Church 

meeting next fall.  

 

Nora Saunders, General Secretary, the United Church 

of Canada met with us through Zoom providing 

thoughts as she nears retirement at the end of 

October.  

 

On Friday October 2,  we were given the dates for 

next year's meeting: Sept. 20-24 to be held at the 

Queens of the Apostles Renewal Centre in 

Mississauga.   (We hope).  

 

The closing worship and communion was led by Rev. 

Michael Blair who will be the new General Secretary 

of the United Church of Canada beginning November 

1, 2020.  Around 90 individuals joined us from across 

Canada by Zoom for this communion worship 

service.  

 

 If you want to learn more about  Rev. Michael Blair,  

go to the ucceast.ca website and look for  

⚫ Making Hope Visible Podcasts. Laura 

Hunter interviews Rev. Michael Blair. More 

information can be found on the 

announcements for October 14th from the 

region.  The information would not print off. 

The podcast lasts for about 55 minutes.  

 

We found out  on Friday that Sartu Mohamed who 

has been the Church in Mission Program Assistant 

was being moved to another area of work within the 

United Church, and the new person supporting UCW 

will be Carol Owegi. Her contact information is 

Cowegi@united-church.ca 

 

The same executive of the National UCW will 

continue until 2021.  

 

They are still working on individual memberships, 

and the UCW handbook.  

 

There is no more Info packs coming to the United 

Churches across the country. The information will be 

sent out in different ways. Watch for “Keeping in 

Touch” - it will be coming in a different way. One of 

the members from Ontario has volunteered to be the 

newsletter editor.  

 

mailto:Cowegi@united-church.ca
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If you send money to the National church for UCW – 

please make the cheque to the United Church of 

Canada, but state in the memo line that is for UCW 

(be specific) so the money goes where it should.  

 

These are some highlights of the National 2020 UCW 

meetings.  

It was interesting being a part of this week-long 

ZOOM meeting, but I still had to get supper! 

 

Elaine Burrows,  

Maritime UCW Vice-President.  

 

*          *          *          *          *          *          *          *          *          *          *          * 

BERMUDA UPDATE

Hello from Bermuda:  What an unexpected 

year it has been.  Our Wesley UCW ground to a halt 

on the day of our St. Patrick’s Day fundraising event 

on Friday, March 13th, which included take-away 

soup, baked items, plant and white elephant stalls.  

As usual, it was well supported by congregation 

members as well as employees in surrounding 

offices and our regulars from farther afield.  

  

Bermuda went into lockdown on March 20th 

and the airport was closed.  We have been very 

fortunate with low instances of Covid-19 cases – as 

far as I know, no-one at Wesley has testing positive. 

 

Our church reopened for services in mid-July 

with all of the safety precautions in place.  A few 

UCW members have returned but the others have 

remained at home and are continuing to watch the 

services on-line. 

 

For safety reasons, Wesley UCW has not met 

since March – cancelling our Ladies’ Retreat in May 

and summer picnic at a beach - and we will probably 

not meet until next year - but we keep in touch by 

phone. 

We think of our Maritime friends often and 

wish you well. 

Margaret Ingham – president, UCW Wesley 

 

 

*          *          *          *          *          *          *          *          *          *          *          * 

PEI UCW 

Like the rest of the world, UCW meetings shut down 

in March. Meetings are slowly resuming, but in a 

different way.  The PEI fall gathering did not happen 

this year, but hopefully, we can do something next 

fall. 

There are ways of keeping connected.  Women of the 

congregation (3 to 13) depending on the day were 

going out for breakfast once a month before COVID-

10, but that shifted to weekly when started having 

breakfast again in mid-July.  A group of UCW 

members and friends (around 12) went out for lunch 

on a Wednesday in  August, September and October. 

We have a group email for almost all the members 

who have emails, and notices (BCC) can be sent out 

giving the code  for the Sunday virtual services, and 

other information of interest. The September agenda 

was sent out ahead of time by email. If requested, 

copies of the agenda were mailed  out after the 

meeting. 

At Trinity Summerside, we  had to move our 

meetings from the parlour downstairs to the welcome 

center at the back of the church since the downstairs 

area is rented out during the week. The new space is 

sufficient for the size of the group, but it is not easy 

for some people to hear, so we will have make some 

adjustments for our November meeting.   

Things won't be the same, but there are ways of 

keeping your group connected. 

Elaine Burrows 
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✞      ✞      ✞      ✞      ✞      ✞             In Flanders Fields             ✞      ✞      ✞      ✞      ✞      ✞     

By: Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae, MD (1872-1918),Canadian Army 

 

IN FLANDERS FIELDS the poppies blow 

Between the crosses row on row,  

That mark our place; and in the sky  

The larks, still bravely singing, fly  

Scarce heard amid the guns below.  

 

We are the Dead. Short days ago  

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,  

 

 

Loved and were loved, and now we lie  

In Flanders fields.  

 

Take up our quarrel with the foe:  

To you from failing hands we throw  

The torch; be yours to hold it high.  

If ye break faith with us who die  

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow  

In Flanders fields. 
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