
Chatham, Nov. 22, 1832 

Revd Dear Sir, 

After a tiresome and painful march (on foot) from New Mills I arrived at this place on the night 

of the 15th incl. completely wayworn and exhausted. My feet have suffered very greatly from the 

efforts of the walk-and I am sorry to say that yet they are far from being recovered. The New 

Glasgow vessel arrived here on Saturday afternoon and as they had brought me no orders, I 

concluded to take a passage to Pictou by the earliest opportunity. On Monday evening however 

before any of the vessels was ready to sail [illegible] a cable brought your orders that I should 

remain sometime longer in these parts. At first however I was led to question the expediency of 

doing so on the ground that the only missionary field in this part of the country is located along 

the branches of the Miramichi & that at this time of the year when the ice is about closing the 

different stations might be of very difficult and perhaps impractical access. And besides I found 

that it would be impossible for me to pursue the mission on foot. With the advice therefore of 

some judiciary individuals who were acquainted with the locality of the country and from the 

consideration that [illegible] could not be at my service I was induced to conclude that the best 

thing which I could do would be to return to Pictou. And accordingly I had taken my passage on 

board the schooner Glasgow. Circumstances however have occurred which have influenced me 

to change my determination so that I am now resolved at all events to attempt a compliance with 

the directions which I have received.  

The vessel had been ready to sail on Tuesday evening but by a intent squall from the N.W. which 

commenced about 5 o’clock in the evening in the attempt to be put to sea she was driven aground 

in a timber boom where she lay until five yesterday evening. In the mean time however while in 

doubt what course to pursue and the River at the same time presenting a surface filled with drift 

ice I [illegible] with Mr. McCabe for the horse which he had brought through from Pictou to 

carry me home over land. From the result of further enquiring with respect to the Branches I am 

led to think that the tour will not be quite so impractical as supposed-on these accounts I have 

come to the resolution to attempt it. 

But it may appear rather out of place that I should dwell so long on what I intend to perform 

before I have given you any account of what I have been doing for the last few weeks. I may say 

that a full account of my proceedings will be laid before the commission when I return if I be 

spared to return to Pictou. In the meantime I can only communicate a very general outline.  

Set out from Miramichi on foot on Wednesday [illegible] and got to Thursday evening. 

Remained over Sabbath and preached to an audience of around 50 in the morning and to around 

35 in the evening-a [illegible] afternoon. On Monday afternoon proceeded up the Bay 20 miles to 

Beldown [sic] and on Tuesday morning preached afternoon to 4 or 5 Scotch families, 25 

individuals-set out in a pour of rain and after encountering a few trifling difficulties I got to New 

Mills on Wednesday morning. Preached in Gaelic and English on Sabbath 28th at that place. 

Being earnestly invited to visit Dalhousie where in the adjacent settlements there is a 

considerable number of Highlanders, I preached there on the first Sabbath of Nov. On Monday 

ult. I walked down from Dalhousie to New Mills 20 miles and on Thursday the 8th preached in 



Gaelic to a small audience of Highlanders-a very cold day. On Sabbath the 11th ult. preached in 

English and Gaelic for the last time at New Mills. On Monday set out on foot and walked 20 

miles to Beldown [sic] by 3 o’clock in the afternoon-sent invitation to the people and preached in 

English once more to them in the evening. Arrived in Bathurst on the evening of the 13th. Spent 

the greatest part of Wednesday with Mr. Waddell and on Thursday as I have already stated I 

arrived at this place. I should have proceeded again to Black River in order to preach there on 

Sabbath that I found from the state of my frame that it would be impossible for me to walk it and 

I could not [illegible] a horse and besides I was in hourly expectation of desperately [illegible] 

Pictou.  

I shall address all information with report to the [illegible] [illegible] communities which I have 

visited until I have an opportunity of laying my Journal before the Commission. I would only say 

at present that in some of these the power of religion appears to be very little experienced. 

With regard to pecuniary matters perhaps upon the whole I have no sufficient reason to complain 

although at the same time I am sorry to say that I am indebted to individual [illegible] of the Rev. 

Messrs. Waddell and McCurdy for the deficiency (which I insist was shamefully great) in the 

contributions of the people particularly at B. River, Bathurst & Dalhousie.  

I contemplate at present to return to Pictou in about 3 or 4 weeks-unless I receive further orders.  

In the meantime I remain 

Rev. Dear Sir yours respectfully 

W.W. Fraser 


