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Major development of the last year has been Covid and its impact on the university. Significant 

impact on attendance by international students, however the enrollment numbers have remained 

very encouraging. And the fears that I mentioned in my last report have proven unfounded. 

Compared to other similar universities, enrollment at Mount Allison University has remained very 

strong during Covid. While enrollment has been encouraging, the extra cost brought on by Covid 

means that the university has had to run a deficit which is very unusual for Mount Allison. The 

university has taken numerous steps to ensure the safety of students, faculty and staff and has 

worked in close partnership with the town of Sackville. The university has gone through a process 

of re-examining its sexual violence prevention policies and procedures. I’m very proud of how the 

university has approached this with transparency and in a very comprehensive way. In the future, 

universities will look at Mount Allison as an example of how to handle this in a more beneficial 

way. Even during Covid, the university has introduced a variety of new programs which speaks to 

the vitality and relevance of the university. They have made some very exciting appointments to 

senior staff and are in the process of hiring a number of other senior level staff. The work of the 

Board of Regents has been impacted because we have not been able to travel to meet face-to-face 

but we’ve done our best with virtual meetings. I serve on the following Board subcommittees: 

Student Affairs, Academic Affairs and Audit. After many years of service, the university Chaplain, 

Rev. John Perkin, left to pursue pastoral opportunities in Ottawa and the university is undergoing 

a review of this position. In situations like this it is not uncommon for a review to happen before 

a position is filled. The faculty have been outstanding in adjusting to providing courses both in 

person and online, and the strength of the Mount Allison community has been really evident during 

Covid. 

 
Rev. Dr. Brent Hawkes, C.M.  


