
 

 

 

 

 
First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council 

Weekly Announcements 
March 31, 2021 

 
info4rc16@united-church.ca       Staff Directory 
Making Hope Visible Podcast – Justice and Mission Network of the Atlantic Regions of the United Church of Canada 

First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council is on Facebook! 
 
Weekly Prayer – Rev. Paula Gale, Herring Neck Pastoral Charge 
Holy One, the journey has been long through this time of pandemic and through this Season of Lent. We 
have tried our very best to be more mindfully present to you as we have prayed more intentionally, tried 
to fast from the things that take away from fullness of life and been more intentional about being the 
hands and heart of Christ in our world. It has not always been easy and we pray your forgiveness for the 
times when we have fallen short of your hopes for us.  
 
As we just finished the celebration of Palm Sunday, we pray, dear God, that we would remember the 
courage it took for Jesus to turn his face to the city and the cross that awaited him. We pray that a measure 
of his courage would be ours as we face the trials and temptations of this life. Help us, we pray, to be 
brave enough to stay by his side as he is so willing to do for us. May we be willing to walk into the sadness 
and love of this holiest of weeks, knowing that we are an Easter people who have hope always in Christ. 
 
We pray for communities of faith who will, again this year, not be able to gather in person for Holy Week 
and Easter Sunday and we ask you to strengthen clergy and laity who offer leadership in these different 
times in which we find ourselves. We know we are the church, the body of Christ in the world, and pray 
that our presence and witness in the world will still sing of Christ Risen and the promise of new life for all. 
Guide and guard all of those who find it hard to imagine there is hope in these days and use us, your 
faithful, to live the Good News of Christ in all we do. He lives when he lives in each one of us, O God, and 
it is with your help that we can trust in that promise and know that we are not ever alone. We pray all of 
this in the name of our friend and saviour, the crucified and resurrected Christ. Amen. 
 
Holy Land Visit – MacPherson Family trust Fund 
Please visit the Region’s website for information for ministry personnel applying for the MacPherson 
Family Trust Fund 2021 Holy Lands.  More information available here: https://ucceast.ca/61594-2021-
holy-lands-visit-macpherson-family-trust-fund/ 
 
Atlantic School of Theology Continuing Education Programs 
Visit the following link for more information on spring continuing education programs.   
http://www.astheology.ns.ca/con-ed/2021.html 



Update and Clarification 
There have been several questions about those in leadership in the church service and the wearing of 
masks.  The minister, readers and the soloist can remove their mask when speaking/singing, but must put 
their masks on immediately after speaking/singing. If you push your voice out in a vigorous manner when 
preaching, speaking, or singing it would be a good practice to remain masked.  Please do not share 
microphones. Make sure those giving leadership are distanced at least 2 meters (preferably more if 
possible) from one another and from the congregation on all sides (unless you are in the same bubble). 
The congregation must remain masked the entire service.  Remember, if you feel more comfortable 
having all people masked all the time including those in leadership that is perfectly acceptable. 
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to be in contact. 

COVID 19 Updates 
For the latest updates on COVID 19 in our Region, please visit: https://ucceast.ca/first-dawn-eastern-
edge-regional-council-16/fdee-emergency-response-covid-19/ 
 
Holy Week Services 
The United Communities of Faith Holy Week services will take place online and can be viewed on the First 
Dawn Eastern Edge Region YouTube channel and your church's social media.  The services on Monday and 
Tuesday will go live at 7:30 pm and the Wednesday, Maundy Thursday and Good Friday Services are taped 
and will be available to you starting at 8 am each day.  The Maundy Thursday service will have communion 
and foot washing so make sure to have supplies on hand.  
Your Hosts:  
Monday: First United Church, Mount Pearl 
Tuesday: Wesley United Church 
Wednesday: Bell Island - Portugal Cove Pastoral Charge/ St. James United Church 
Thursday: Cowan Heights United Church (Communion & Foot Washing)  
Friday: Cochrane Street United Church  
 
Bridges to Hope 
Please use the following link to view Bridges to Hope newsletter.   
https://ucceast.ca/61571-bridges-to-hope-newsletter/ 
 
Lay Members of first Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council 
Lay members are elected by their Community of Faith. We need all Communities of Faith to fill in the 
online form: https://ucceast.ca/61182-official-members-form/ 
This form confirms your elected members of the Region. This is a required form and provides the Region 
with the needed contact information. Representatives must be members of the Community of Faith. If 
you have not had your annual meeting and have not elected new representatives, please confirm with 
last year’s representative that they are still willing to continue for this year and please complete & submit 
the necessary forms. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rural Routes Atlantic 
The United Church Rural Ministry Network (UCRMN) is a grassroots initiative for Rural Ministry in the 
United Church. The goal is to connect the many Rural Ministry Initiatives across Canada by sharing the 
successes, the opportunities and the culture of Rural Ministry. On the UCRM webpage is a tab more 
specifically for the Atlantic region You can find us on the webpage under Resources, then Atlantic.  There 
you’ll find a couple of podcasts we’ve done and a few other resources.   
 
 UCRMN provides workshops, the most recent two, How Covid is Preparing Us for Newness.  and 
Technology for Rural Churches.  
 
 Even in these heavy days new life is growing and we can nurture it together. This is a time when we have 
much to offer one another from our rural places.  I would love to invite people to visit this website and sign 
up for the newsletter. I would be especially glad to have people from the Atlantic regions visit our Atlantic 
tab, click on Resources and then Atlantic.  There will be further podcasts posted there around the delights 
and concerns of rural faith communities and connections to resources developed for and growing out of 
the Atlantic Rural experience.  Table Church is one such resource.  Once the pandemic ebbs away, we will 
plan another in person Rural Routes gathering.  We would love to hear from those in Regions 14,15 and 
16 with feedback, stories or suggestions.  You can contact the Rural Routes Cohort through Catherine Smith 
at ruralroutesatlantic@gmail.com   
 
First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council Annual Meeting 
 “Presence and Hope” is the theme for the First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council 2021 Annual Meeting 
being held May 14-16, 2021 via Zoom. Some of you will be aware of that format and for some it will be 
new. Not to worry if you are unfamiliar, we are here to help you. If you are not able to join via Zoom, then 
you can join the meeting by phone.  
The Annual Meeting will begin on Friday, May 14 at 6 pm with Opening Worship and In Memoriam. The 
evening will end with Milestones in Ministry, a celebration of our Retirements, Anniversaries and an 
acknowledgement of those ministry personnel who have left or will be leaving our Region. We will 
continue the meeting again on Saturday morning at 10 am. The meeting will end with the Celebration of 
Ministry Service (in person invitation only) live streamed on Sunday, May 16, 2021 at 2 pm. The full draft 
agenda will be circulated once all the pieces are in place.  
Please note that all ministry personnel and lay members will have to register for the meeting. The 
registration deadline is April 15, 2021. Please complete the registration form found on the website: 
https://ucceast.ca/first-dawn-eastern-edge-regional-council-16/first-dawn-eastern-edge-regional-
council-annual-meeting-2021/  
 
First Dawn Eastern Edge Region – Nominations Team 
Affirm Committee:  The terms of reference for the Affirm Committee that was proposed and accepted at 
our annual Regional Meeting in November, 2021, have now been finalized and accepted by the First Dawn 
Eastern Edge Regional Council Executive.  The mandate of the committee will be to provide leadership, 
guidance and dedication to the Region with respect to understanding and becoming a safe and welcoming 
place for all people. 
Should you be interested in participating on the Affirm Committee, please contact the chair of 
nominations, Rev. Bruce Rideout, at bruce.rideout@ymail.com to express your interest and/or to see the 
terms of reference.  We look forward to hearing from people from a variety of ages, orientation, ethnicity 
and gender backgrounds.  The committee needs a Convenor, Secretary and 5 members. 
Some people have already expressed an interest, but we do need more. Please submit your expression 
of interest to Nominations by March 31.   
 



Soul of the Preacher 
An online program rooted in the contemplative tradition to nourish your soul and support your worship 
ministry.  This program is open to all who offer worship leadership. I am very grateful to the three Regional 
Ministers for the eastern Regions of The United Church of Canada for their support of the Soul of the 
Preacher program and for financial support for the program. All who register may use this coupon code 
to claim a 25% discount for this program. Soul25 
You can find the program description and more information here: https://prayerbench.ca/product/soul-
of-the-preacher-zoom/ 

Spring Book Study: Rachel Held Evans’ Inspired  
The Region 15 Faith Formation and Leadership Development Committee will be leading an online book 
study at 10am on Wednesdays, April 21st – May 12th. Our title is Rachel Held Evans’ Inspired: Slaying 
Giants, Walking on Water, and Loving the Bible Again, selected for its youthful voice, accessible approach 
to the interpretation of scripture, and imaginative retellings of well-known stories. Participants are asked 
to obtain their own copy in advance, but no reading is required for the first session. Lay people and 
ministry personnel across the Regions are invited to join us, please register by April 13th for what is sure 
to be a lively and inspiring group: https://ucceast.ca/61453-rc15-inspired-book-club/ 
 
The Network of Bible Storytellers of Canada & Pacific Mountains Region 
You are invited to attend The Festival of Biblical Storytelling! This year’s theme is This Changes Everything: 
The Peacebuilding Power of Scripture Telling.  Dates: April 9-11, 2021, all online! For more details see: 
https://www.leadershiftpm.ca/festival-of-biblical-storytelling-2021 or email  
Catherine Stuart cstuart@united-church.ca or Linnea Good lg@linneagood.com 
 
2021 Information Forms 
The 2021 Information Forms can be found on our Regional Council website! 
If you have had your annual congregational meeting and have elected your governing body for 2021, 
please click on the below link to complete each form. Once submitted, you will receive copies of the 
completed forms by email. 
If you have not had your annual meeting, and have the same people serving in the governing body, we 
kindly ask you to still fill out the information forms.   2021 Information Forms 
 
Ministry Innovations in Midst of a Pandemic 
A virtual lunch and learn series, free of charge, with a special welcome to students 
All sessions will be on Thursdays at 1:00 - 2:00 pm (Atlantic Time) 
Schedule 

April 15 Rev. Dr. Sadekie Little-Forbes Good News or Bad Times – 
Preaching in a Pandemic 

April 22 Rev. Dr. Rhonda Britton Faith Formation 
 *More dates and topics to be added.  To register visit: Ministry Innovations 
Recommendations.  It is then our plan to do a follow-up with past participants and provide coaching and 
ongoing support as they take on Stewardship initiatives.   
 
 
 
 
 



The Prayer Room 
In the season of Lent, we will be praying for every Ministry Personnel by name throughout the whole 
United Church of Canada. You can join in once, a few times or for all the gatherings. Please also share this 
information with your congregation. 
In this time of pandemic, prayer is even more important as a way of connecting with each other and with 
God. I hope that, in the challenges of pandemic ministry, it will be an encouragement for you to know that 
you are being held in prayer. 
May God richly bless you and your ministry as you stand in the gap for other ministry personnel of the 
United Church of Canada.  Please use the following link: https://united-church.zoom.us/j/91380277387 

  
 
  


