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infodrcl6@united-church.ca Staff Directory

Making Hope Visible Podcast — Justice and Mission Network of the Atlantic Regions of the United Church of Canada

First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council is on Facebook!

Weekly Prayer — Rev. Peggy Johnson, President of First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council
Loving God, in a world where we continue to be inflicted with one crisis after another we come with
gratitude for the knowledge of your presence. We come with thanks for life’s many blessings which we
often fail to see. Forgive us O God, for our sins of omission.

As the pandemic rages on we are grateful for your continued intervention through those hoards of people
whom Pope Francis calls “the saints who live next door’; medical professionals, government policy makers,
educators, shop workers, cleaners, media people, police, delivery people and numerous other front- line
workers. In remembering the social impact of Covid 19, we give thanks for our Federal Government
intervention this week which gives economic relief to those most affected by the pandemic.

Compassionate God, while we are ever conscious of the pain being experienced around us, we are
reminded there is also much to celebrate. During this Volunteer Week we are acknowledging with
gratitude and the loving service provided by so many in their commitment to make the world a better
place.

As we celebrate Earth Day on April 22, we celebrate the growing awareness of the need for intervention
in the climate crisis and the environmental urgency to preserve ‘Mother Earth’. Make us ever conscious
that the earth, and all living creatures, are an interwoven part of your marvellous creation.

While society continues to be enraged with the inequities inflicted by racial discrimination, we thank you,
Loving God, for the sense of justice experienced this week south of our border in the death of George
Floyd. Also, our hearts are truly grateful for the major initiatives being undertaken by our United Church
of Canada in combatting racism and inequality. Grant us grace to honour each other as brothers and
sisters created in your image.

Gracious God, as we move onward in our life journey, teach us to be your faithful people following in the
footsteps of our most Faithful Shepherd, your son Jesus. During his life he set the example for how we
should live and ultimately laid down his life for our salvation. We pray in his Holy Name. Amen.



2021 President Elect Nomination

First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council. Nominations will not be accepted from the floor.

All nominations must be received by April 30, 2021 at 11:59 pm NDT. To nominate someone please visit:
https://ucceast.ca/61707-2021-president-elect-nomination/

First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council Annual Meeting

“Presence and Hope” is the theme for the First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council 2021 Annual Meeting
being held May 14-16, 2021 via Zoom. Some of you will be aware of that format and for some it will be
new. Not to worry if you are unfamiliar, we are here to help you. If you are not able to join via Zoom, then
you can join the meeting by phone.

The Annual Meeting will begin on Friday, May 14 at 6 pm with Opening Worship and In Memoriam. The
evening will end with Milestones in Ministry, a celebration of our Retirements, Anniversaries and an
acknowledgement of those ministry personnel who have left or will be leaving our Region. We will
continue the meeting again on Saturday morning at 10 am. The meeting will end with the Celebration of
Ministry Service (in person invitation only) live streamed on Sunday, May 16, 2021 at 2 pm. More
information can be found on the website: https://ucceast.ca/first-dawn-eastern-edge-regional-council-
16/first-dawn-eastern-edge-regional-council-annual-meeting-2021/

Burry Heights Camp
Burry Heights Camp is in the process of developing a new website. The new website address will
be www.burryheightscamp.ca drop in and have a look when it’s ready.

Stewardship Training and support for Your Community of Faith

Called to Be the Church: The Journey module 1 is set to launch in your Region during the first week of May
(a separate session for each Region). For more information and to register for session please visit:
https://ucceast.ca/61731-stewardship-training-and-support-for-your-community-of-faith/

Emmanuel College

The learning environment mirrors the religious and spiritual diversity of the world and its graduates will
serve. Please visit the link below to learn more about Emmanuel College. Note that the deadline for
applications is April 30, 2021. Emmanuel College

Spring Book Study: Rachel Held Evans’ Inspired

The Region 15 Faith Formation and Leadership Development Committee will be leading an online book
study at 10am on Wednesdays, April 215 — May 12%™. Our title is Rachel Held Evans’ Inspired: Slaying
Giants, Walking on Water, and Loving the Bible Again, selected for its youthful voice, accessible approach
to the interpretation of scripture, and imaginative retellings of well-known stories. Participants are asked
to obtain their own copy in advance, but no reading is required for the first session. Lay people and
ministry personnel across the Regions are invited to join us, please register by April 13th for what is sure
to be a lively and inspiring group: https://ucceast.ca/61453-rc15-inspired-book-club/

The Association of United Church Clergy

The Association of United Church Clergy invites all ministry personnel to our first annual Educational
Event. With special guest leaders Janice MacLean (spiritual renewal) and Kevin Parks (digital media in
ministry). Registration is free with your membership in the Association, $49.00 for non-
members. Thursday April 22", 9-12 on Zoom. To register go to https://www.yoursanctuary.ca/ and scroll
down to the registration link. Hope to see you there!




Not Clean Energy!

In their work addressing the climate crisis, the Ecological Justice Working Group has growing concerns
about the proposals to explore Small Nuclear Reactors as one possible solution. Here is chance to find out
more:

Learn more about why the federal government’s plan to spend $50.5 Million funding for the
untested/unproven Small Nuclear Reactor in New Brunswick, is a bad idea. Two webinars set up and co-
hosted by the Coalition for Responsible Energy Development in NB (CRED NB). This is not “clean
energy”. Why are the federal government spending citizens’ tax dollars in this sector for an unknown,
unproven technology? For more information or to register please visit:
https://unbvirtualclasses.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN -RvkSs7aQTWEW4p4KNC2Ng

Rural Routes Atlantic

The United Church Rural Ministry Network (UCRMN) is a grassroots initiative for Rural Ministry in the
United Church. The goal is to connect the many Rural Ministry Initiatives across Canada by sharing the
successes, the opportunities and the culture of Rural Ministry. On the UCRM webpage is a tab more
specifically for the Atlantic region You can find us on the webpage under Resources, then Atlantic. There
you’ll find a couple of podcasts we’ve done and a few other resources.

UCRMN provides workshops, the most recent two, How Covid is Preparing Us for Newness. and
Technology for Rural Churches.

Even in these heavy days new life is growing and we can nurture it together. This is a time when we have
much to offer one another from our rural places. | would love to invite people to visit this website and sign
up for the newsletter. | would be especially glad to have people from the Atlantic regions visit our Atlantic
tab, click on Resources and then Atlantic. There will be further podcasts posted there around the delights
and concerns of rural faith communities and connections to resources developed for and growing out of
the Atlantic Rural experience. Table Church is one such resource. Once the pandemic ebbs away, we will
plan another in person Rural Routes gathering. We would love to hear from those in Regions 14,15 and
16 with feedback, stories or suggestions. You can contact the Rural Routes Cohort through Catherine Smith
at ruralroutesatlantic@gmail.com

Ministry Innovations in Midst of a Pandemic

A virtual lunch and learn series, free of charge, with a special welcome to students

All sessions will be on Thursdays at 1:00 - 2:00 pm (Atlantic Time)

Schedule

‘ April 22 ‘ Rev. Dr. Rhonda Britton | Faith Formation ‘
*More dates and topics to be added. To register visit: Ministry Innovations

Recommendations. It is then our plan to do a follow-up with past participants and provide coaching and
ongoing support as they take on Stewardship initiatives.




