
 

 

 

 

 
First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council 

Weekly Announcements 
April 28, 2021 

 
info4rc16@united-church.ca       Staff Directory 
Making Hope Visible Podcast – Justice and Mission Network of the Atlantic Regions of the United Church of Canada 

First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council is on Facebook! 
 
Weekly Prayer – James Martin Carter, Botwood Pastoral Charge 
God, we sometimes protest about the rain; help it to remind us of your abundant blessings which you 
shower upon us.  We sometimes protest about the snow; help it to remind us of our warmth, comfort and 
safety. We sometimes protest about the sun; it's too bright, it's too hot! - help it to remind us of the 
warmth of your presence, and your brilliant light, all of which we are called to be reflectors of. 
We pray for those who know cold, discomfort and uncertainty. We pray for those who know indigency. 
We pray for those in need of justice - we thank you for justice! 

Whatever the storm that we face – may we chase the rainbow. Whatever the darkness, may we count the 
stars. Amid despair and the things which hold us back, may we encounter the Risen Christ, whose seed of 
new life and hope is nourished by the snow, rain and sun.  
 
When we encounter those who know these realities, may we not stop with our prayers – but may our 
prayers fuel a response so that they might have an encounter with the Risen Christ, through us! 
We pray in Jesus' name, 

Amen. 

Burry Heights Camp 
Burry Heights Camp is in the process of developing a new website.  The new website address will 
be www.burryheightscamp.ca drop in and have a look when it’s ready. 
 
2021 President Elect Nomination 
First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council.  Nominations will not be accepted from the floor. 
All nominations must be received by April 30, 2021 at 11:59 pm NDT.  To nominate someone please visit: 
https://ucceast.ca/61707-2021-president-elect-nomination/ 
 
Stewardship Training and support for Your Community of Faith 
Called to Be the Church: The Journey module 1 is set to launch in your Region during the first week of May 
(a separate session for each Region).   For more information and to register for session please visit: 
https://ucceast.ca/61731-stewardship-training-and-support-for-your-community-of-faith/ 



General Council Commissioners 
We encourage you to prayerfully consider serving as a General Council commissioner, which provides you 
a unique opportunity to be part of the wider church and have an impact on the future of The United 
Church of Canada. To ensure balance and diversity, the three (3) commissioners to be elected should give 
attention to the balance of diversity. Diversity of age, gender, orientation, racial and cultural identities as 
well as regional geographical diversity. Nominations will close on April 30, 2021 at 11:59 pm NDT. There 
will be no nominations received from the floor. All nominees must be either elected lay representatives 
of a community of faith within the bounds of the Region or ministry personnel within the bounds of the 
Region. Each nomination needs to be moved and seconded by someone other than the nominee (no self 
nominations please) and the mover and seconder must be a member of a community of faith within the 
bounds of the Region. These nominations do not need to be passed through a governing body of a 
community of faith. 
 
Information Webinars (Pre-Annual Meeting) 
In preparation for the Annual Meeting, the Executive is offering three webinars so that members can ask 
questions for clarification about the matters that we will be voting on at the annual meeting. If you are an 
elected member from your Pastoral Charge, and have not registered for the annual meeting, please do 
so.  Zoom information have already been sent out, if you are attending the annual meeting and have not 
received the zoom information please contact Leona at llaundry@united-church.ca 
 
Webinar #1: Introduction to Zoom and Divisional Reports (Tuesday, May 4, 2021, 12:00 pm – 1:30 pm 
NDT) 
Webinar #2: Budget 2022, 2020 Audited Statement and Proposals (Thursday, May 6, 2021, 7:00 pm – 
8:30 pm NDT) 
Webinar #3: GC44 Commissioners and President-Elect Nominees Introductions (Wednesday, May 12, 
2021, 7:00 pm – 8:00 pm NDT) 
 
First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council Annual Meeting 
 “Presence and Hope” is the theme for the First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council 2021 Annual Meeting 
being held May 14-16, 2021 via Zoom. Some of you will be aware of that format and for some it will be 
new. Not to worry if you are unfamiliar, we are here to help you. If you are not able to join via Zoom, then 
you can join the meeting by phone.  
There is lots information available on the website: https://ucceast.ca/first-dawn-eastern-edge-regional-
council-16/first-dawn-eastern-edge-regional-council-annual-meeting-2021/ 
 
Centre for Christian Studies 
CCS Fridays are online conversations to help people of faith respond to emerging issues in local 
contexts.  Each session is from 12:00 to 1:00 CT and in the form of a Zoom workshop.  There will be a 
presentation that will be recorded for future viewing, plus opportunities to engage with the ideas in small 
groups.  Sessions are open to all and are free but you must register. 

Join in on April 30 for “How It Ends”, a reading by playwright Debbie Patterson. “How It Ends” is an 
immersive, interactive dance/theatre piece, produced in Winnipeg in 2019. It explores end-of-life issues, 
seen through the lens of disability. Playwright Debbie Patterson uses her lived experience of a progressive, 
debilitating, incurable illness to provide a new understanding of what makes life worth living, the value of 
suffering, and the pleasure of surrendering control.  
 
 



Emmanuel College 
The learning environment mirrors the religious and spiritual diversity of the world and its graduates will 
serve. Please visit the link below to learn more about Emmanuel College.  Note that the deadline for 
applications is April 30, 2021.  Emmanuel College 
 
Rural Routes Atlantic 
The United Church Rural Ministry Network (UCRMN) is a grassroots initiative for Rural Ministry in the 
United Church. The goal is to connect the many Rural Ministry Initiatives across Canada by sharing the 
successes, the opportunities and the culture of Rural Ministry. On the UCRM webpage is a tab more 
specifically for the Atlantic region You can find us on the webpage under Resources, then Atlantic.  There 
you’ll find a couple of podcasts we’ve done and a few other resources.   
 
 UCRMN provides workshops, the most recent two, How Covid is Preparing Us for Newness.  and 
Technology for Rural Churches.  
 Even in these heavy days new life is growing and we can nurture it together. This is a time when we have 
much to offer one another from our rural places.  I would love to invite people to visit this website and sign 
up for the newsletter. I would be especially glad to have people from the Atlantic regions visit our Atlantic 
tab, click on Resources and then Atlantic.  There will be further podcasts posted there around the delights 
and concerns of rural faith communities and connections to resources developed for and growing out of 
the Atlantic Rural experience.  Table Church is one such resource.  Once the pandemic ebbs away, we will 
plan another in person Rural Routes gathering.  We would love to hear from those in Regions 14,15 and 
16 with feedback, stories or suggestions.  You can contact the Rural Routes Cohort through Catherine Smith 
at ruralroutesatlantic@gmail.com   

Spring Book Study: Rachel Held Evans’ Inspired  
The Region 15 Faith Formation and Leadership Development Committee will be leading an online book 
study at 10am on Wednesdays, April 21st – May 12th. Our title is Rachel Held Evans’ Inspired: Slaying 
Giants, Walking on Water, and Loving the Bible Again, selected for its youthful voice, accessible approach 
to the interpretation of scripture, and imaginative retellings of well-known stories. Participants are asked 
to obtain their own copy in advance, but no reading is required for the first session. Lay people and 
ministry personnel across the Regions are invited to join us, please register by April 13th for what is sure 
to be a lively and inspiring group: https://ucceast.ca/61453-rc15-inspired-book-club/ 
 


